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Proclamation 6673—National
Volunteer Week, 1994
April 15, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since the founding of our democracy, the

ideal of community service has been an inte-
gral part of our national character. As the
words of Thomas Jefferson remind us, ‘‘A
debt of service is due from every man to his
country proportioned to the bounties which
nature and fortune have measured to him.’’
Throughout our history, Americans have
been called upon to meet his challenge a
thousandfold. For our Nation is a place of
tremendous blessings—a noble purpose, a
wealth of resources, a diverse and deter-
mined people. We are rich in the gifts of
freedom. During this week especially, we re-
alize anew that shared responsibility is free-
dom’s price.

That our vibrant spirit of community has
made our country strong reflects our under-
standing of this enduring truth. Every day,
countless volunteers across America work to
address the fundamental necessities of our
people—educating our youth, protecting our
environment, caring for those in need. From
children who help older Americans after
school to volunteer firemen who guard our
neighborhoods while we sleep, these dedi-
cated individuals bring a sense of hope and
security to everyone whose lives they touch.
Their service makes us stronger as a Nation,
setting a powerful example of leadership and
compassion to which we all can aspire.

This past year has marked the beginning
of a new era for America, an era in which
those of us who have benefited from this
great land are acting on our instincts to help
others in return. Though government has an
important role to play in meeting the many
challenges that remain before us, we are
coming to understand that no organization,
including government, will fully succeed
without the active participation of each of us.
Working family by family, block by block, the
efforts of America’s volunteers are vital to
enabling this country to live up to the true
promise of its heritage.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim the week of April 17
through April 23, 1994, as ‘‘National Volun-
teer Week.’’ I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this week with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities as an expression
of their gratitude.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:03 a.m., April 18, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 19.

The President’s Radio Address
April 16, 1994

Good morning. This week we joined in
sorrow for those who lost their lives in the
downing of two of our helicopters over Iraq.
I want to begin by expressing, again, my con-
dolences to the loved ones of those who died.
They gave their lives in a high cause, provid-
ing comfort to Kurdish victims of Saddam
Hussein’s brutal regime, and we honor the
sacrifice of those brave individuals.

Today I want to talk about one of the
greatest threats we face right here at home:
the threat of crime in our communities. In
1991, I visited the Rockwell Gardens in the
ABLA housing projects in Chicago where I
saw firsthand what happens to our children
who live too long in the shadow of fear. Doz-
ens of children rushed out to greet me, eager
to have someone to tell their stories to. They
talked of gunshots and drug dealers, of late-
night knocks at their doors and hallways
where they dared not stray. Many of their
stories had a common theme: their child-
hoods were being stolen from them.

Vince Lane, the head of the Chicago
Housing Authority, is a genuine hero to these
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