
855Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Apr. 20

not be dropped. This is an astonishing vote
of confidence. . . .’’

To guarantee that our children’s faith in
us is justified, we must renew our commit-
ment to protect them from deadly infectious
diseases. Unfortunately, less than two-thirds
of American children under age 2 have re-
ceived all the immunizations they need. In
some inner city and rural areas, vaccination
rates are much lower than in more urban
communities. The unnecessary illnesses re-
sulting from this failure are a health disaster
and a human tragedy.

To prevent suffering and to save lives, my
Administration has taken new steps to pro-
tect our youngest children. In April 1993, I
submitted to the Congress the ‘‘Comprehen-
sive Child Immunization Act,’’ significant
portions of which were enacted into law last
year. In addition, our Childhood Immuniza-
tion Initiative is the most sweeping childhood
immunization plan in American history. This
proposal includes free vaccines for needy
children, increased funding to cities and
States to improve the service delivery infra-
structure, enhanced disease detection and
immunization monitoring systems, and an ag-
gressive national outreach program.

This Initiative will mobilize every commu-
nity to practice disease prevention on a grand
scale. It will allow us to increase vaccination
levels for 2-year-old children from the cur-
rent 64 percent to at least 90 percent and
to build a vaccine delivery system that will
maintain these achievements within a re-
formed health care system.

Adults responsible for safeguarding our
youngest children must be made aware of
the seriousness of this problem. Many par-
ents do not realize that more than 80 percent
of all recommended vaccinations should be
given before a child is 2 years old—long be-
fore he or she begins school. We must make
sure that every parent is informed that be-
tween the ages of 2 months and 2 years of
age their children will require five visits to
a doctor or clinic to assure their proper im-
munization. Doctors must also help by edu-
cating the public about the importance of im-
munizations and by making sure that the chil-
dren under their care are monitored carefully
to ensure full protection.

Last year, I proclaimed the last week of
April as National Preschool Immunization
Week. This year, as part of the effort to focus
greater attention on the need to immunize
children before their second birthday, I have
changed the name of the observance to Na-
tional Infant Immunization Week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the last full week
of April 1994 and in all succeeding years as
National Infant Immunization Week. I call
upon all Americans, especially parents and
health care providers, to do their part to help
in this crucial effort and to observe this week
annually with appropriate activities and rec-
ognition ceremonies.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:30 p.m., April 20, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 22.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Chancellor Franz
Vranitzky of Austria
April 20, 1994

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, are the allies on board

now for your new Bosnia policy—strategy?
The President. Well, I’ve talked to Presi-

dent Yeltsin and President Mitterrand today,
and Prime Minister Chrétien. And I have not
talked to Chancellor Kohl or to Prime Min-
ister Major today. I haven’t been able to get
them, but I talked to them in the last couple
of days. And I’ll have more to—they were
all good conversations and I’ll—as you know,
I’m going to make a statement after I meet
with Chancellor Vranitzky.
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Q. Minister Kozyrev said that they are
dead set against air strikes. Does that set you
back in initiating the policy?

The President. I read his statement; I
didn’t quite read it that way. But I had a
conversation with President Yeltsin, and I
will report it when I go out and make my
statement. I’ll tell you what he said.

Q. One hundred and seven people have
been injured in the last 24 hours in Gorazde.
We understand 38 are dead. Do you think
that this new policy will help ameliorate the
situation? Will the Serbs now take heed?

The President. We’ll see. I’m going to
make a statement and answer questions
about it.

Richard Nixon
Q. Did you get a chance to talk to Presi-

dent Nixon’s family?
The President. No, I talked to—actually,

I talked to Billy Graham right after—he was
on his way to the hospital right after he had
his stroke. And I had—as soon as all this is
over, I’m going to attempt to get in touch
with one of his daughters at the hospital. I’ve
been getting reports every hour or so for the
last couple of days.

Q. How is he doing now? Is he——
The President. I think that’s for them to

say.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room and another group entered.]

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, what should Austria do

concerning Bosnia?
The President. Excuse me?
Q. What should Austria do concerning the

Bosnian crisis?
The President. Of course, that’s partly for

Austria to decide. But I think that all of us
should be working toward doing whatever
can be done to stop the aggression of the
Serbs and to restore a diplomatic initiative
that will actually work. It should be clear to
everyone that this issue is not going to be
solved ultimately on the battlefield. And the
best thing that’s happened in months and
months was the agreement between the Cro-
atians and the Muslims, freely entered into,
dealing with a lot of the very difficult issues
between them. And I believe the same thing

could be done with the Serbs, unless they
believe that they can continue through ag-
gression to win the territory. And their ac-
tions now are inconsistent with offers they
themselves have put on the negotiating table
just in the last month or two.

So we’re going to do what we can to exert
whatever pressure and to take whatever ini-
tiatives we can to restore a climate in which
a decent and honorable agreement can be
reached. And I hope that that would be the
same policy that Austria would have.

Q. Mr. President, do the Russians agree
with the United Nations position and the po-
sition of the NATO, the current one?

The President. Well, I think we have—
there is a broad agreement on objectives. I
had a good talk with President Yeltsin, but
I believe, frankly, we have to wait and get
the details all written out, you know, so that
we see whether we’re in complete accord.
I’m hoping that we will be. I felt very good
about the telephone conversation I had with
President Yeltsin.

I think—they’re also very upset with the
Serbs. They feel that they had a clear com-
mitment to back out of Gorazde, not to en-
danger the U.N. forces there. And yesterday
President Yeltsin made a very good state-
ment about saying the Serbs should withdraw
from Gorazde to a certain distance and that
the U.N. forces should go back in. And my
own view is that we have a chance to have
a common policy.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:42 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Russian President Boris Yeltsin,
French President François Mitterrand, Canadian
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, German Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl, and evangelist Billy Graham.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this exchange.

The President’s News Conference
April 20, 1994

The President. Good afternoon, ladies
and gentlemen. I’d like to begin by saying
that I want to join all the American people
as Hillary and I pray for the health and the
recovery of President Nixon. I want to again
say how much I have appreciated the wise
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