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you say you need another U.N. Security
Council resolution? So it seems that that
process could take a long time.

The President. Well, no, no. We believe
that the United Nations has the authority
under Resolution 836 to do this or that you
could have a Presidential statement from the
head of the Security Council. There are lots
of ways to do it.

Q. But in terms of expanding the U.N.
personnel who are required——

The President. We believe that what’s
been lacking there is just an agreement on
how many more people, where they’ll come
from, and how the money will be provided.
But General Rose has wanted 10,000 more.
There was agreement among those of us who
contribute but do not provide troops but who
provide money, for something like 3,700
more recently. And my announcement today
should be read as our willingness to play a
major role in contributing to a larger peace-
keeping force.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, are you going to put

U.S. troops in?
The President. No.

NOTE: The President’s 55th news conference
began at 4:49 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to evan-
gelist Billy Graham; Russian President Boris
Yeltsin; French President François Mitterrand;
Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien; German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl; British Prime Minister
John Major; Iraqi President Saddam Hussein;
Adm. Frank B. Kelso II, USN, Chief of Naval
Operations; and Lt. Gen. Michael Rose, Com-
mander of U.N. Forces in Bosnia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Embargo on Haiti
April 20, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Six months ago I provided you with my

initial report on the deployment of U.S.
Naval Forces in the implementation of the
petroleum and arms embargo of Haiti. I am
now providing this further report, consistent
with the War Powers Resolution, to inform
the Congress about the status of the U.S.
contribution to the ongoing U.N. embargo
enforcement effort.

In response to the continued obstruction
by the military authorities of Haiti to the dis-
patch of the U.N. Mission in Haiti (UNMIH)
and their failure to comply with the Gov-
ernors Island Agreement, the United Nations
Security Council adopted Resolution 875
(October 16, 1993). This resolution called
upon Member States ‘‘to use such measures
commensurate with the specific cir-
cumstances as may be necessary’’ to ensure
strict implementation of the Haitian embargo
on petroleum and arms and related material
imposed by United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 841 and 873 (1993). Under U.S.
command and control, and acting in concert
with allied navies and in cooperation with the
legitimate Government of Haiti, U.S. Naval
Forces began maritime interception oper-
ations on October 18, 1993, in order to en-
sure compliance with the embargo terms.

Since that time, U.S. Naval Forces have
continued enforcement operations in the wa-
ters around Haiti, including at times in the
territorial sea of that country. The Haiti mari-
time interception operations generally have
employed up to six U.S. surface naval com-
batants serving on station in the approaches
to Haitian ports. The maritime interception
force has been comprised of naval units and
supporting elements from the United States,
Argentina, Canada, France, The Nether-
lands, and the United Kingdom.

The objective of these maritime intercep-
tion operations is to ensure that merchant
vessels proceeding to Haiti are in compliance
with United Nations Security Council sanc-
tions. The enforcement operations have been
conducted in a thorough and safe manner.
As of April 18, 1994, more than 6,000 vessels
had been queried, 712 boarded, and 44 di-
verted to other than Haitian ports due to sus-
pected violations or cargo that was inacces-
sible to inspection. These operations have
been generally effective in preventing the
sale or supply of embargoed items through
sea trade and have specifically deterred tank-
er shipments of petroleum products, as one
important aspect of the Haitian embargo en-
forcement effort. There have been no U.S.
personnel casualties during the conduct of
these operations.

The valuable U.S. contribution to U.N.
embargo enforcement operations is impor-
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tant to U.S. goals and interests in the region
and, fundamentally, to the restoration of de-
mocracy in Haiti. I am not able to indicate
at this time how long the deployment of U.S.
Naval Forces in this multilateral operation
will be necessary. I have continued the de-
ployment of U.S. Armed Forces for these
purposes pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority to conduct foreign relations and as
Commander in Chief.

I appreciate the support the Congress has
provided for this important U.S. contribution
to multilateral efforts to restore democracy
to Haiti, and I look forward to continued co-
operation with you in these matters.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. An original was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this letter.

Nomination for Commissioner of the
Rehabilitation Services
Administration
April 20, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Fredric K. Schroeder as
Commissioner of the Rehabilitation Services
Administration (RSA).

‘‘As one who gradually became blind as a
teenager, Dr. Schroeder knows all too well
the challenges facing people with disabil-
ities,’’ the President said. ‘‘He has devoted
his life to empowering disabled people, and
I’m confident he will continue in his new as-
signment to help disabled Americans achieve
their goals.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the Democratic
Congressional Dinner
April 20, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, for
that enthusiastic introduction and for your
equally enthusiastic leadership of the House.

Senator Mitchell, Congressman Gephardt,
Senator Graham and Congressman Fazio,
Senator Rockefeller, Congressman Torricelli,
to the host committee, and especially to our
chair, Hugh Westbrook, all of you who have
made so many sacrifices for the Democratic
Party and for our country.

The Vice President and I are glad to be
here tonight to see so many old friends; to
know that what we have done together has
made you willing to continue to work to keep
our majority so that we can continue to work
for you. And I have to tell you that I’m very
proud—very, very proud—of all the Demo-
cratic Members of Congress who have
worked with us and without whom we could
not have done anything over the last 15
months to deal with the profound problems
this country faces.

In that context, I am praying for the large-
mindedness to forgive George Mitchell for
retiring. I have found the silver lining in that
cloud. I finally figured out what George had
in mind, you know, when he said at least he
was going to give his whole heart and soul
to passing health care. I didn’t have it figured
out until he announced today his engage-
ment to the director of a sports marketing
firm. [Laughter] This is the method behind
his madness. He is always methodical.

What he’s got in mind for the rest of the
year is a bunch of commercials with George
and Larry Byrd and Michael Jordan. [Laugh-
er] And they’ll be at the top of a building
or in space somewhere, and he’ll say, ‘‘Here’s
how we’re going to pass health care.’’ He’ll
say, ‘‘Off the Finance Committee, over the
Ways and Means Committee, through the
Conference Committee, to the President,
nothing but net.’’ [Laughter]

I will say Senator Mitchell has caused me
some minor inconvenience, not at all of his
own doing, but because of developments in
the last 24 to 36 hours when he decided he
did not want to be on the Supreme Court.
I had to go back to the drawing board. Well,
you know, it’s a real pain to get anybody con-
firmed in the Senate today. Have you noticed
that? [Laughter] I mean, it’s gotten to the
point where I don’t even want to go to dinner
with anybody that can get confirmed in the
Senate. [Laughter]
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