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(b) issue the guidance by April 1995.
To the extent practicable, agencies shall
incorporate this guidance into their
landscaping programs and practices by
February 1996.

In addition, the Federal Environmental
Executive shall establish annual awards to
recognize outstanding landscaping efforts of
agencies and individual employees. Agencies
are encouraged to recognize exceptional per-
formance in the implementation of this di-
rective through their awards programs.

Agencies shall advise the Federal Environ-
mental Executive by April 1996 on their
progress in implementing this directive.

To enhance landscaping options and
awareness, the Department of Agriculture
shall conduct research on the suitability,
propagation, and use of native plants for
landscaping. The Department shall make
available to agencies and the public the re-
sults of this research.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at the Memorial Service for
President Richard Nixon
April 27, 1994

President Nixon opened his memoirs with
a simple sentence, ‘‘I was born in a house
my father built.’’ Today, we can look back
at this little house and still imagine a young
boy sitting by the window of the attic he
shared with his three brothers, looking out
to a world he could then himself only imag-
ine. From those humble roots, as from so
many humble beginnings in this country,
grew the force of a driving dream, a dream
that led to the remarkable journey that ends
here today where it all began, beside the
same tiny home, mail-ordered from back
East, near this towering oak tree which, back
then, was a mere seedling.

President Nixon’s journey across the
American landscape mirrored that of his en-
tire nation in this remarkable century. His
life was bound up with the striving of our
whole people, with our crises and our tri-
umphs.

When he became President, he took on
challenges here at home on matters from
cancer research to environmental protection,

putting the power of the Federal Govern-
ment where Republicans and Democrats had
neglected to put it in the past. In foreign
policy, he came to the Presidency at a time
in our history when Americans were tempted
to say we had had enough of the world. In-
stead, he knew we had to reach out to old
friends and old enemies alike. He would not
allow America to quit the world.

Remarkably, he wrote 9 of his 10 books
after he left the Presidency, working his way
back into the arena he so loved by writing
and thinking, and engaging us in his dialog.

For the past year, even in the final weeks
of his life, he gave me his wise counsel, espe-
cially with regard to Russia. One thing in par-
ticular left a profound impression on me.
Though this man was in his ninth decade,
he had an incredibly sharp and vigorous and
rigorous mind.

As a public man, he always seemed to be-
lieve the greatest sin was remaining passive
in the face of challenges. And he never
stopped living by that creed. He gave of him-
self with intelligence and energy and devo-
tion to duty. And his entire country owes him
a debt of gratitude for that service. Oh yes,
he knew great controversy amid defeat as
well as victory. He made mistakes, and they,
like his accomplishments, are part of his life
and record.

But the enduring lesson of Richard Nixon
is that he never gave up being part of the
action and passion of his times. He said many
times that unless a person has a goal, a new
mountain to climb, his spirit will die. Well,
based on our last phone conversation and the
letter he wrote me just a month ago, I can
say that his spirit was very much alive to the
very end. That is a great tribute to him, to
his wonderful wife, Pat, to his children, and
to his grandchildren whose love he so de-
pended on and whose love he returned in
full measure.

Today is a day for his family, his friends,
and his nation to remember President Nix-
on’s life in totality. To them, let us say, may
the day of judging President Nixon on any-
thing less than his entire life and career come
to a close. May we heed his call to maintain
the will and the wisdom to build on America’s
greatest gift, its freedom, to lead a world full
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of difficulty to the just and lasting peace he
dreamed of.

As it is written in the words of a hymn
I heard in my church last Sunday, ‘‘Grant
that I may realize that the trifling of life cre-
ates differences, but that in the higher things,
we are all one.’’ In the twilight of his life,
President Nixon knew that lesson well. It is,
I feel certain, a faith he would want us all
to keep.

And so, on behalf of all four former Presi-
dents who are here, President Ford, Presi-
dent Carter, President Reagan, President
Bush, and on behalf of a grateful nation, we
bid farewell to Richard Milhous Nixon.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5
p.m. at the Richard Nixon Library and Birthplace.
These remarks were part of a White House press
release including the remarks of Rev. Billy
Graham, Henry Kissinger, Senator Robert Dole,
and Governor Pete Wilson. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Nomination for District Court
Judges
April 27, 1994

The President today nominated the follow-
ing seven individuals to serve on the U.S.
District Court: Harold Baer, Jr., Denise
Cote, John G. Koeltl, and Barrington D.
Parker, Jr. for the Southern District of New
York; Rosemary S. Pooler for the Northern
District of New York; John Corbett O’Meara
for the Eastern District of Michigan; and
Robert J. Timlin for the Central District of
California.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate these distin-
guished individuals to serve on the Federal
bench,’’ the President said today. ‘‘Each has
an outstanding record of achievement in the
legal community and public service.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the National Council on
Aging
April 28, 1994

Thank you very much, Jim and Dan, and
ladies and gentleman. What a way to start

the day. I am so grateful for the opportunity
to be with you today and grateful to the Na-
tional Council on Aging for your early and
continued support.

I want to acknowledge so many of you who
are here. I’ve already mentioned Jim and
Dan and Charles Schottland, who was Com-
missioner of Social Security under President
Eisenhower; Bill Bechill, Commissioner of
Aging under President Johnson. I want to
thank, especially, my good friend Arthur
Flemming, who has been such a tireless ad-
vocate for what we are trying to do.

You know, yesterday I had the moving re-
sponsibility as President to go to California
to participate in the funeral of President
Nixon. And in preparation for that event, I
had asked my staff to get me copies of the
last three books that he had written, and I
read in all of them, and almost completed
in its entirety the last book. The message of
all of them was that we would never be a
strong nation at home unless we were strong
abroad, unless we continued to lead the
world. I believe that.

I also believe that you cannot lead the
world from this country unless we are strong
at home, unless the American people are
self-confident and united. In a way, that is
more true today than ever before; our des-
tinies at home and abroad are intertwined.
Very frequently, when we ask our partners,
people we wish to be our friends around the
world, to avoid the proliferation of weapons
or to improve their practices on human
rights, they will say, ‘‘Well, what about all
the people you have in prison, and what
about your murder rate? What about the
things that go wrong in America?’’

This is becoming a very small world. But
in the end, it is clear that the strength of
every nation beyond its borders, fundamen-
tally, is rooted in the ability of nations to be
strong within their borders. And in a great
democracy like ours, that means that we have
to have a country where we’re moving for-
ward and where we’re coming together,
where we are not divided by age or gender
or race or region or walk of life, and where
there is a sense of fairness and a strong sense
of the future.

When I ran for President, I did it because
I thought we needed to change our direction,
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