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Thank you, and God bless you all.

[At this point, James Sykes, chairman of the
board, National Council on Aging, an-
nounced that Hillary Clinton is the 1994
Ollie Randall Award recipient and asked the
President if he would deliver it to her.]

The President. Now, this is a mission I
can fulfill. [Laughter]

Jim, let me thank you and all of you, for
this award. It is one I know that Hillary will
treasure. Selfishly, obviously, I think it’s one
she very much deserves. A lot of fine Ameri-
cans have won this award, among them,
President Johnson and my dear friend and
colleague, Senator David Pryor. I can tell you
that I have obviously known my wife a good,
long while, and I think I know her pretty
well. I have never seen her work as hard or
care as much about anything she has ever
done as she does this great endeavor. And
the ultimate award, as I said, will be seeing
your smiling faces when we sign the bill that
is the cause of this effort. Thank you so
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to Daniel Thursz, president, National Council on
Aging; Arthur Flemming, chair, Save Our Secu-
rity; and Claude Pepper, late Congressman and
senior citizen advocate.

Exchange With Reporters on
Departure From the Washington
Hilton Hotel
April 28, 1994

National Economy
Q. Have you had a chance to look at the—

numbers?
The President. I’m positive about it.
Q. Do you think it calmed the market fears

about inflation?
The President. It certainly should. You

look at this—the job numbers are still very
good. This is the job numbers for the 4 years
before our administration. Here are the pri-
vate sector job numbers just for January of
’93 through March of ’94.

So this rate of growth is enough to keep
the deficit coming down and jobs coming
into the economy. And it certainly should
send a clear signal to the markets saying we
don’t have an inflation worry.

I think that if you look at the pattern of
the last few years, this means we’ll have
growth in the range of 3 percent this year,
which means more jobs, steadily growing
economy, more and more opportunity. So I
feel good about it. But it ought to also send
a clear signal that inflation is going to be at
or below 3 percent. There is no inflation
worry in this economy.

Social Security

Q. So why separate the Social Security Ad-
ministration? Why is that necessary?

The President. Oh, I think that, first of
all, that the administration will tend to work
better. The reinventing Government pro-
gram under the Vice President almost rec-
ommended it. But there has also been a feel-
ing, I think, among the constituencies of the
senior citizen groups for years that if the So-
cial Security Administration were separate,
that would help to guarantee the integrity
long-term of the Social Security program, the
Social Security fund, and that there would
be more responsiveness to the specific con-
cerns of people on Social Security.

And I’ll just give you one—we’re going to
start, as soon as we can, on a limited basis
sending out statements to the American peo-
ple. But within the next 4 or 5 years, we’ll
be able to send out statements to everybody
in the country every year on their Social Se-
curity account: here’s what you’ve got in it;
here’s how much money it’s earned; here’s
what you can look forward to getting out. It
will be a statement that every American
who’s stockholder, if you will, in Social Secu-
rity will get every year. And it’s all part of
this effort to ensure that Social Security is
there well into the next century even though
our population is aging.

Q. Is the integrity——
The President. No, it’s not at all.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:08 p.m.
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Remarks at a ‘‘Take Our Daughters
to Work’’ Luncheon

April 28, 1994

Well, first, let me join the First Lady and
the Vice President in welcoming you here.
It’s delightful to look out at this sea of faces,
to see the daughters of members of the
White House staff, people who work for the
National Government, people who work for
the press, people who have come in from
various schools around the Washington area
and from other places. I know we’ve got a
group here from Chicago over here, and I
just had some pictures taken and shook
hands with them.

When I was a much younger man, I was
Governor of my State. And my daughter
went to school one day, and she was 5 or
6 years old, and they said, ‘‘What does your
father do for a living?’’ And she said, ‘‘He
makes speeches’’—which she pronounced
‘‘peaches’’ then—[laughter]—‘‘drinks coffee,
and talks on the telephone.’’ And you know,
that’s about it. [Laughter] That’s a pretty
good description of it. And that’s when she
told me she wanted to be a scientist. [Laugh-
ter]

I am so pleased to see all of you here, and
I especially want to thank the people who’ve
come in from other places, too, to bring their
children. I thank the Ms. Foundation and
People magazine and everyone who is re-
sponsible for this lunch. The real message
of this day, I think, is twofold: One is that
we have to find a way to make it possible
for all Americans to be successful as workers
and successful as parents at the same time.
We don’t want there to be a division between
our obligations to our children and our obli-
gations to our work. And the second is, we
want to say to the young women of our soci-
ety: You can grow up to do anything, to be
anything, to achieve anything that your
imagination and your effort and your talent
will let you achieve.

And so, I hope you have a wonderful day
today. I hope this is something you’ll always
remember. And at the very least, I can say
what this young lady, who is the daughter
of one of our White House photographers
and is working here—I said, ‘‘Are you having

a good day today?’’ She said, ‘‘Sure, I got
out of school.’’ [Laughter]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:45 p.m. on the South Lawn at the White
House.

Remarks on Presentation of the
Presidential Awards for Design
Excellence
April 28, 1994

Thank you very much. I’d like to first ac-
knowledge the work of the jury, including
the chair, Michael Vanderbyl, and the Mem-
bers of Congress who have supported this
endeavor, including Senator Pell, Congress-
men de la Garza, Regula, Swett, and Yates.

We are here to honor the genius and skill
of men and women whose work represents
the highest level of excellence in American
design, which consists of more than mere
beauty; it is also at its best inspirational, en-
during, functional and cost-effective. Design,
at its best, can enrich our lives, beautify our
surroundings, improve our productivity and
performance, and even help to effect social
change.

We see these qualities reflected in Federal
design projects all across our Nation, from
the wonderful monuments here in the Na-
tion’s Capital, to the simple elegance of Dul-
les Airport, to the highways of the Southwest,
the day care centers in Baltimore, the secure
telephones in Federal agencies, even to some
of our Government catalogs.

The Federal Government is the largest
purchaser of design services in the world.
And the designs we commission should re-
flect not only the best artistic execution avail-
able but also taxpayers’ money well spent.
Each of the eight projects chosen for the
Presidential Awards for Design Excellence
combine beauty, utility, and economy in a
truly unique way.

The Army Corps of Engineers’ novel navi-
gational channel system, Bendway Weirs, will
save millions of dollars every year on dredg-
ing and reduce navigational delays along a
180-mile stretch of the Mississippi River.
That’s something, because of my previous
life, I know a little about.
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