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lieve a woman made the decisions, and the
loss of her store to eminent domain. One
winter, she thawed the frozen ground with
briquettes to dig the footings for her green-
house.

Today, she has 4 greenhouses, 15 employ-
ees, over $1 million in sales, and a business
growing at a rate of 20 percent a year. For
her job and her persistence and her symbol-
ism of the entrepreneurial spirit of America,
Lorraine Miller has been chosen the Small
Business Person of the Year.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks at a Housing and Urban
Development Department Crime
Briefing
May 4, 1994

Thank you very much, Secretary Cisneros,
ladies and gentlemen. I am delighted to see
you here, and I know what you’ve been here
talking about.

I just want to make sure that you know
when you heard from the Vice President and
then Secretary Cisneros, that you were look-
ing at two of People magazine’s 50 most
beautiful people of the year. [Laughter]
Some of us resent that. All I can tell you
is that I hope to live to see both of them
become President of the United States—
[laughter]—because they would not only be
outstanding Presidents, they would quickly
lose any eligibility for that title.

I want to thank you for many things; first,
for working with Secretary Cisneros and the
people of HUD to deal with the problem
of safety in public housing. And especially,
I want to thank my good friend Vince Lane
and the other folks in Chicago who tried to
help us work through this court decision so
that the people who live in these units would
still have the right to be protected from a
level of crime and violence that many Ameri-
cans would find it impossible even to imag-
ine.

I also want to ask you—everyone who is
here today and everybody who’s associated
with public housing and every law enforce-
ment officer who is here and all those whom
you represent—to call every Member of

Congress in the next 24 hours and ask them
to vote on this assault weapons ban for law
enforcement. This is an amazing conflict. It
is a conflict that pits, on opposite sides, peo-
ple that ought not to be on opposite sides.

People who are concerned with law en-
forcement and public safety and people who
know about it and live it are overwhelmingly
in favor of this assault weapons ban. They
are being told by people who represent the
folks who are against this that they really
don’t understand, that they’re not in any
more danger from these assault weapons
than they would be from a hunting rifle. I
find that amazing that any American, after
what we have been through on our streets
and in our schools in the last few years, could
stand up and look into the eyes of the law
enforcement community of America and tell
them, ‘‘You don’t know that your life’s in
more danger.’’ I don’t see how they could
say it, looking into the statistics of what the
emergency rooms of this country have faced
in the last 10 or 15 years. If you want to
talk about it just crassly, just go back and
look at the statistics on gunshot victims out-
side the home in emergency rooms in major
cities in the last 10 years, and look what the
average number of bullets you find in the
bodies of people who show up are.

And so I understand this is a tough politi-
cal vote for the House of Representatives,
and I know we started way behind. And I
know that as late as yesterday, I was still talk-
ing through with Members actually what is
in the bill. A lot of people didn’t know, for
example, that the bill grandfathers the pos-
session of these weapons on the part of
sportsmen who like to shoot a couple of them
at the ranges in contests. Well, they can keep
those weapons operating for decades if they
take good care of them, literally decades. But
people who use them on the street in crimes
and gangs, they won’t take as good care of
them. A lot of them will be washed up; we’ll
get them out of the system much more quick-
ly. But the people who have them will not
lose them now by law.

I still find that we’ve got—a lot of the
problems we’ve got with this bill are literally
making sure that everybody knows every-
thing that’s in it. But the big problem is the
political fight. And I just would implore you
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to call everybody you can. They say we
haven’t got any chance to win, but they al-
ready admit we’ve made up 50 votes over
where we were last time this thing was voted
on. And I think we do have a chance if every
law enforcement officer who knows every
Member of Congress would call those people
and say, ‘‘This is not a partisan issue. This
is a question of law enforcement and safety
for Americans and sensible policy. And don’t
you believe those people who tell you that
we don’t know what we’re talking about. We
are on the receiving end of these bullets, and
we can count, thank you very much. We do
understand the difference between being
shot at with a revolver and something with
12 rounds, 15 rounds, 30 rounds, or 60
rounds. We can count.’’

And I believe if you can make it just that
simple, then it is our job to answer all the
factual questions that we are being asked by
people from rural districts, who in good con-
science have to be able to answer these ques-
tions to the sportsmen in their districts. We
can answer those questions to their satisfac-
tion if you will lay the hammer down and
say, this is about standing with law enforce-
ment and children and safety and the future.
We are beginning to put some sanity back
into our laws, and the American people are
beginning to demand that we have greater
safety in our homes, on our streets, in our
schools.

This crime bill’s got a lot of good things
in it. It’s going to ban possession of all hand-
guns by minors, except under controlled cir-
cumstances with approved supervision. It’s
going to give us the money we need to pro-
vide security, metal detectors and other
things, in schools. It’s going to put more po-
lice officers on the street. It’s got a lot of
good things. But we ought not to walk away
from this. We ought to put it in. It’s right
for law enforcement.

And if you guys will do this—if the men
and women of law enforcement in America
will call the Congress in the next 24 hours
and say, ‘‘Do this one for us, and don’t be-
lieve all those people telling you that we don’t
know our own best interest and we don’t real-
ly know what’s good for people on our
streets. We do. We have been on the wrong
end of those weapons, and we know we’ll

be better off without having to look down
those barrels anymore. Help us. Help us.
Stand up for law enforcement. Stand up for
safety. Stand up for the kids of this coun-
try’’—we’ve still got a chance to win this
thing, and we need your help. Thank you
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Vince Lane, chairman,
Chicago Housing Authority. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks on Signing the School-to-
Work Opportunities Act of 1994
May 4, 1994

Just go on and sit in my seat. If you keep
talking like that you’ll occupy it someday any-
way. [Laughter]

My goodness, he was good. You know, all
of us, I think, carry around inside progressive
impulses and conservative impulses that send
us different messages from time to time. And
one of the conservative impulses that has
been honed in me over time is always be
careful what you do because of the law of
unintended consequences. Well, when I
think of the enormous bipartisan support this
legislation has had, it didn’t seem to me that
there could possibly be any adverse unin-
tended consequences. But do you realize
what Chris Brady has done today by telling
us what he does? Do you have any idea how
many criminals all over the world have always
wondered who monitored those $10,000
transfers for the IRS? What the heck, it was
worth it to get the bill and to meet him.
[Laughter]

You know, when a President signs a bill
into law, normally he just needs the bill, a
pen, and a desk. And ordinarily, the bill and
the pen get the top billing; he signs the bill,
hands out the pens. Today we’re going to
try to give the desk a little higher billing. It’s
no ordinary desk, and its presence here
today, as much as any speech or ceremony,
symbolizes what this bill is all about.

Last month Janet Swenson gave her stu-
dents at the Manufacturing Technology
Project in Flint, Michigan, an assignment:
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