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cans, I have called Prime Minister Rabin and
Chairman Arafat to congratulate them for
this accomplishment. I expressed my high re-
gard for Prime Minister Rabin’s courageous
leadership and stressed to Chairman Arafat
the importance of moving without hesitation
to make this agreement a reality. I also tele-
phoned yesterday and again today President
Mubarak to underscore our gratitude and ap-
preciation for the key role he played in mak-
ing this historic step forward possible.

Now the focus must be on implementing
the Declaration of Principles in as rapid and
successful a manner as possible. The process
of transforming the situation on the ground
for the better must begin. The promise of
a new future of hope for Israelis and Palestin-
ians alike must now be realized. I assured
Prime Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat
that the United States would do everything
possible to help make this happen.

Building on the progress achieved today
and our ongoing discussions with parties in
the region, I am hopeful that this can be the
year of breakthrough to a lasting and com-
prehensive peace for all the peoples of the
Middle East.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the District of
Columbia Budget

May 4, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the District of Colum-

bia Self-Government and Governmental Re-
organization Act, I am transmitting the Dis-
trict of Columbia Government’s 1995 budget
request and 1994 revised budget request.

The District of Columbia Government has
submitted a 1995 budget request for $3,409
million in 1995 that includes a Federal pay-
ment of $674 million, the amount authorized
and requested by the Mayor and the City
Council. The 1995 Federal payment level
proposed in my fiscal year 1995 budget of
$670 million is also included in the District’s
1995 budget as an alternative level. My trans-
mittal of the District’s budget, as required
by law, does not represent an endorsement
of its contents.

I look forward to working with the Con-
gress throughout the 1995 appropriation
process.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 4, 1994.

Remarks at the Andrew W. Mellon
Dinner
May 4, 1994

Thank you very much, Mrs. Stevenson,
Mr. Smith, members of the Mellon family,
distinguished Justices of the Supreme Court,
Members of Congress, Secretary Riley, Mr.
and Mrs. Powell. To the many patrons of the
arts and supporters of education who are
here, it is an honor for Hillary and for me
to be here at this special event at this won-
derful, special building, truly our national
monument to art.

It’s a pleasure to be among so many of
you who have done so much to support our
country’s cultural heritage. Without our Na-
tion’s magnificent tradition of philanthropy,
Americans from all walks of life would never
have the chance to enjoy art and culture, to
find true education.

I first came here as a young student at
Georgetown. Then, when I was in my
twenties, after I had left school, I came to
this gallery almost every time I came back
to Washington. When Hillary and I met in
law school and came from time to time to
Washington, we would come to the National
Gallery. Later when I was a Governor and
came here only for stuffy old meetings, on
occasion I would sneak away from wherever
we were supposed to be convening and come
here and look at these pictures and think I
would never do anything remotely as impor-
tant as paint some of the things that hang
on these walls.

For all of you who have given, I thank you.
The spirit of giving really creates America’s
sense of common bond, our sense of commu-
nity. I want to especially thank the members
of the Mellon family and other patrons of
this gallery. Andrew Mellon somehow knew
that throughout the ages, art could make a
difference in the lives of people and nations.
Thankfully, that was a gift he passed along
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to his children, who represent the best tradi-
tion of service to others.

I do want to thank, since it’s been men-
tioned, the National Gallery for the gifts of
art to the White House—on loan. [Laughter]
And I do want to say that I’m glad you’ve
got enough left over to fill these wonderful
buildings with so many extraordinary works
of art.

Tonight we honor not only the contribu-
tions of Andrew Mellon and his family, but
we take time to underscore the partnership
between the United States and the citizens
who have done so much to preserve and en-
hance artistic institutions in the United
States.

In this time of budget-cutting and belt-
tightening, the Federal, State, and local gov-
ernments together only provide a small frac-
tion of the support for our common cultural
life. That’s why the contributions of people
like those of you who are here tonight are
crucial to the continuing vitality of our insti-
tutions.

I must say that one of the most difficult
things that I have to face as President is the
sure knowledge that if I fail to relieve the
burden on future generations of the enor-
mous debt which has been built up, I will
be saddling our children, our grandchildren,
with something that will always handicap our
economy. And yet, it is difficult for me and
for the Members of Congress not to be able
to give more funds to things that we really
believe in. We will continue to do what we
can to support the arts, but we need for you
to continue to do what you can as well. We
would all be not only less well-educated but,
in a fundamental sense, less human than we
ought to be were it not for the opportunity
to spend time in places like the National Gal-
lery.

I also want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to those of you associated with the
Gallery who support the educational pro-
grams and the outreach of the Gallery. You
know, I grew up in a small town in my home
State, and I never will forget the first time
I went to the State’s art gallery. I thought
I had died and gone to heaven. Now there
are children all across this country that, be-
cause of the outreach programs of galleries,
see pictures, understand art, develop a level

of cultural awareness and sensitivity that
would be absolutely unthinkable without
these programs. So for the educational ef-
forts you have all made, I say thank you.

And if you’ll give me one more indulgence,
I want to say a special word of thanks for
the astonishing generosity of two people who
are here tonight, Walter and Leonore
Annenberg, who have done so much to help
us to promote education in this country.

I was pleased when we stood in the line
tonight, how many of you came through and
said something like, ‘‘Well, I’m from a little
town in Missouri.’’ ‘‘I’ve been to your State,’’
or ‘‘I understand something about your back-
ground.’’ I think sometimes people think too
quickly that these great magnificent works
of art can only be appreciated by those of
us who are fortunate enough to live in the
great cities of our country, to assume the high
positions in business and government and
elsewhere. But if you look at the life stories
of the artists that we honor by hanging their
wonderful pictures in these galleries, you will
see a much more typical picture of ordinary
life at every age and time. You have helped
us to bind up one another in a common cul-
ture and to understand our connections to
the past so that we can better hand down
our values to the future. For that, the United
States is in your debt.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 p.m. at the
National Gallery of Art. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Ruth Carter Stevenson, chair, and Rob-
ert H. Smith, president, board of trustees of the
National Gallery of Art; and director of the Na-
tional Gallery of Art Earl A. Powell III, and his
wife, Nancy.

Remarks on Legislation To Ban
Assault Weapons and an Exchange
With Reporters
May 5, 1994

The President. In a few weeks the Con-
gress will pass, and I will be able to sign,
landmark legislation to fight crime in this
country. Working together we have been able
to show that crime is not a partisan issue.
It’s an American issue, and it requires com-
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