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their elections work. We lifted sanctions. We
sent two trade and investment missions to
lay the groundwork for greater economic co-
operation. And we had a very fine American
delegation of election observers there during
the recent elections. And I’d like to especially
thank the leader of that delegation, Reverend
Jesse Jackson, for his outstanding contribu-
tions to the success of the South African elec-
tions. Thank you, sir.

Today I am announcing a substantial in-
crease in our efforts to promote trade, aid,
and investment in South Africa. Over the
next 3 years we will provide and leverage
about $600 million in funds to South Africa.
For this fiscal year we have increased assist-
ance from $83 million to $143 million. Along
with guarantees and other means, our re-
sources, which will be mobilized for next
year, will exceed $200 million. Through the
programs of 10 U.S. Government agencies,
we will work with South Africans to help
meet the needs which they identify, to build
homes and hospitals, to provide better edu-
cation, to promote good governance and eco-
nomic development.

I’m writing to the leaders of the other G–
7 countries and asking them to join us in ex-
panding assistance to South Africa. And we
urge the international financial institutions,
such as the World Bank, to do the same.

Next week, I’m also sending an official del-
egation to South Africa for President
Mandela’s inauguration. Vice President Gore
will lead the trip, along with Mrs. Gore.
They’ll be joined by the First Lady, Secretary
Brown, Secretary Espy, and many others, in-
cluding those here in the audience today.

We are taking these actions because we
have important interests at stake in the suc-
cess of South Africa’s journey. We have an
economic interest in a thriving South Africa
that will seek our exports and generate great-
er prosperity throughout the region. We have
a security interest in a stable, democratic
South Africa, working with its neighbors to
restore and secure peace. We have a clear
moral interest. We have had our own difficult
struggles over racial division, and still we
grapple with the challenges of drawing
strength from our own diversity. That is why
the powerful images of South Africa’s elec-

tions resonated so deeply in the souls of all
Americans.

Whether in South Africa or America, we
know there is not finish line to democracy’s
work. Developing habits of tolerance and re-
spect, creating opportunity for all our citi-
zens, these efforts are never completely
done. But let us savor the fact that South
Africa now has the chance to begin that noble
and vital work.

Thirty-three years ago, Albert Luthuli be-
came the first of four South Africans to win
the Nobel Peace Prize. As he accepted the
award, he described his people as, and I
quote, ‘‘living testimony to the unconquer-
able spirit of mankind. Down the years they
have sought the goal of fuller life and liberty,
striving with incredible determination and
fortitude.’’

Today, that fortitude and the strivings of
generations, have begun to bear fruit. To-
gether, we must help all South Africans build
on their newfound freedom.

Thank you very much.
And now I’d like to ask the Vice President

to come forward to make some acknowledge-
ments and some remarks and to talk a little
about the historic trip that the American del-
egation he will lead is about to make. Mr.
Vice President.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to South African President-elect Nel-
son Mandela, President F.W. de Klerk, and
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, leader of the South Afri-
can Inkatha Freedom Party. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks on Action by the House of
Representatives on Assault Weapons
and an Exchange With Reporters
May 5, 1994

The President. This afternoon, the House
of Representatives rose to the occasion and
stood up for the national interest. Two hun-
dred and sixteen Members stood up for our
police, our children, and for safety on our
streets. They stood up against the madness
that we have come to see when criminals and
terrorists have legal access to assault weapons
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and then find themselves better armed than
police, putting more and more people in in-
creasing danger of their lives.

The 19 assault weapons banned by this
proposal are deadly, dangerous weapons.
They were designed for one purpose only,
to kill people. And as long as violent criminals
have easy access to them, they will continue
to be used to kill people. We as a nation are
determined to turn that around.

In the last year there has been a sea change
in the crime debate. To be sure, there is still
a national consensus in support of the rights
of hunters and sportsmen to keep and bear
their arms. And as long as I am President,
those rights will continue to be protected.
But we have also overcome the partisanship
and the rhetoric that has divided us too long
and kept us from our responsibilities to pro-
vide for law and order, to protect the peace
and safety of ordinary Americans.

We have come together in the belief that
more police, more prisons, tougher sen-
tences, and better prevention, together can
make our neighborhoods safer, our streets,
our schools, and our homes more secure.

This legislation passed today now becomes
part of a larger strategy to fight crime to
make the American people safer. That’s what
the elected mayors and Governors want with-
out regard to party. That’s what every major
police organization wants, representing peo-
ple who put their lives on the line to protect
the rest of us. And most importantly, that
is what the American people want, the right
to be safe and secure without having their
freedoms taken away by criminals or by an
unresponsive or unreasoning National Gov-
ernment.

I want to especially thank Congressman
Schumer for the tenacity, the determination
that he demonstrated in leading this fight for
so long in the House. And I want to thank
every Member of the House of Representa-
tives in both parties who voted for this bill
today, and in so doing, demonstrated extraor-
dinary courage in the face of extraordinary
political pressure to walk away.

I want to thank our remarkable Cabinet
led by the Attorney General and by Secretary
Bentsen who worked so hard for the passage
of this legislation. I want to thank the band
of stalwart workers here in the White House,

in our Congressional Liaison Office and else-
where, and especially I want to recognize
Karen Hancox and Rahm Emanuel who
never gave up and always believed we could
win this fight.

Let me conclude by reminding all of you
that Americans are not divided by party or
section or philosophy on their deep yearning
and determination to be safer. And so I close
by extending the hand of friendship to our
friends on both sides of the aisle and both
sides of this issue. In particular, to Chairman
Jack Brooks whose leadership is going to
bring us the toughest and most significant
anticrime bill ever passed by the United
States Congress. Let us go back to work until
our work is finished.

Thank you very much.

Assault Weapons
Q. Mr. President, how much difference

did your lobbying make, sir, do you think?
How much difference did your personal lob-
bying make, did you think? And when did
you know that you had it, if it was before
the vote itself?

The President. Well, it’s hard for me to
know how much difference my personal lob-
bying made. I made dozens of phone calls.
I finished my phone calls last night at mid-
night, and I started again this morning. And
I continued up to the very end.

To be candid, I never did know we were
going to win. I don’t think we ever knew for
sure how this was going to come out. I had
an instinct right at the beginning of the vote
when I spoke with Congressman Carr.

The hunters and sportsmen of this country
and the National Rifle Association itself
never had a better friend in the Congress
than him. And he decided to vote for this
measure because he thought it was the right
thing to do. And after I hung up the phone—
that was right at the beginning of the vote,
I think—I said, ‘‘You know, we might just
pull this off.’’ But I didn’t know before then.

Whitewater
Q. Mr. President, there was a very broad

subpoena served in the White House today
which might raise a number of questions for
you. How will you decide whether to assert
executive or lawyer-client privilege on things
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that might be very private, such as notes to
you from Vince Foster or from you to Vince
Foster?

The President. I don’t know. I don’t know
anything about it. I’ve been working on this
all day. I have no knowledge about it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo
Celebration
May 5, 1994

The President. Thank you very much.
Ambassador and Mrs. Montano, thank you
for welcoming me here at this magnificent
building, and thank all of you for coming and
giving me a chance to celebrate Cinco de
Mayo with you. I want to recognize here the
Secretary of Transportation, Federico Peña,
and thank him for all of his work; three of
my able White House aides, Joe Valasquez,
Suzanna Valdez, and Grace Garcia. And I
want to say a word about the Members of
Congress who are not here, apparently.
They’re still voting—[laughter]—but that is,
in some ways, our fault. We staged a great
fight today in the House of Representatives
to pass the assault weapons ban. So they are
a couple of hours behind schedule, but it’s
because they did the work of America to-
night, and I’m very grateful to them.

It’s an honor for me to be here to celebrate
on this holiday Mexico’s unity and national
sovereignty. The Hispanic community, Mexi-
cans and 13 million Mexican-Americans who
live here in our Nation have every reason
to mark this day with great pride.

With the implementation of NAFTA, the
friendship between our two nations has
grown even closer. Our cooperation is also
critical to strengthening democracy in this
hemisphere. Sometimes in the pursuit of that
great goal of democracy, we encounter trag-
edy. We have known it in our own country,
and we here shared your profound sadness
over the assassination of Luis Donaldo
Colosio last March.

But Mexico’s response to this loss, in my
judgment, showed its resilience, its courage,

its determination, its true patriotism. These
are qualities which can inspire the world and
can strengthen democracy even in adversity.
The United States is committed to standing
with you.

Immediately after hearing of the tragic as-
sassination, the Secretary of the Treasury and
I talked very late at night, and we committed
to establishing a multibillion-dollar contin-
gency fund to help to stabilize the financial
markets until people were able to deal with
the consequences of these tragedies.

I have profound confidence in the strength
of Mexico’s political institutions and its lead-
ership, and in the bright prospects for the
Mexican economy. I think Mexico can over-
come any setbacks and any tragedy. And on
August the 21st, I believe that Mexico will
hold full, free, and fair elections.

I also want to say that all of you know our
cooperation is terribly important for what we
can do together economically and for what
that can mean for all of Latin America. The
North American Free Trade Agreement is
a fine example of how we must go forward
together. In a time when nations face crucial
choices all around the world, we can be
proud that, together, we made the right
choice in going forward with NAFTA. I want
to say again tonight how much I appreciate
President Salinas in his unswerving support
of the agreement. The implementation, I can
report to you, is proceeding smoothly. And
we are committed to continuing that co-
operation.

Next week, the Secretary of State, the At-
torney General, our HUD Secretary Henry
Cisneros, our EPA Administrator Carol
Browner all will visit Mexico City to meet
with their counterparts to discuss the issues
that we can work together on. And in De-
cember, I will convene in Miami a Summit
of the Americas where democratically elect-
ed leaders of 33 nations will come together
to discuss our common goals. You think of
it: Every nation in this hemisphere, save two,
tonight is governed by a democratically elect-
ed leader, and one of those two had a demo-
cratic election in which the leader was
ousted. That is an astonishing record. No
hemisphere can claim to do so well in the
pursuit of democracy.
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