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Emergency and family leave were almost un-
imaginable.

The struggle of American workers against
these appalling circumstances transformed
our Nation. Disasters, like the 1911 Triangle
Shirtwaist Fire and the 1991 Hamlet Poultry
Fire, and triumphs, like the Sanitation Work-
ers struggle for dignity and union representa-
tion in 1968, have played a significant role
in shaping American life. By studying labor
history, we find the foundations of work life
in America—the 8-hour day, the 40-hour
week, security in unemployment and old age,
protection for the sick and injured, equal em-
ployment opportunity, protection for chil-
dren, and health and safety standards. In ad-
dition, labor history shows that American
workers were in the forefront of the effort
to make public education available for every
child.

As an American, I am proud of the accom-
plishments of our labor movement, through
which we all enjoy better lives. In issuing this
proclamation to observe Labor History
Month, I recognize that our work for eco-
nomic and social progress in America is not
over. As we approach the 21st century, the
next chapter of labor history must be charac-
terized by a strong voice for America’s work-
ers. This will include establishing partner-
ships of employers and workers, cooperating
to achieve safe, high-performance work envi-
ronments, improving the skills of American
workers and the competitiveness of Amer-
ican businesses, and enhancing human dig-
nity in the American workplace.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the month of May
1994, as ‘‘Labor History Month.’’ I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this period with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and eight-
eenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:53 a.m., May 11, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 12.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report on
Aeronautics and Space
May 10, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit this report on the

Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and
space during fiscal year 1993, as required
under section 206 of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Act of 1958, as amended
(42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and space ac-
tivities involve 14 contributing departments
and agencies of the Federal Government, as
this report reflects, and the results of their
ongoing research and development affect the
Nation as a whole in a variety of ways.

Fiscal year 1993 brought numerous impor-
tant changes and developments in U.S. aero-
nautics and space efforts. It included 7 Space
Shuttle missions, 14 Government launches of
Expendable Launch Vehicles (ELVs), and 4
commercial launches from Government fa-
cilities. Highlights of the Shuttle missions in-
cluded the first in a series of flights of the
U.S. Microgravity Payload that contained sci-
entific and materials-processing experiments
to be carried out in an environment of re-
duced gravity; the deployment of the Laser
Geodynamic Satellite (a joint venture be-
tween the United States and Italy); the de-
ployment of a Tracking and Data Relay Sat-
ellite; and, the second Atmospheric Labora-
tory for Applications and Science mission to
study the composition of the Earth’s atmos-
phere, ozone layer, and elements thought to
be the cause of ozone depletion. The ELV
missions carried a variety of payloads ranging
from Global Positioning System satellites to
those with classified missions.

I also requested that a redesign of the
Space Station be undertaken to reduce costs
while retaining science-user capability and
maintaining the program’s international com-
mitments. To this end, the new Space Station
is based on a modular concept and will be
built in stages. However, the new design
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draws heavily on the previous Space Station
Freedom investment by incorporating most
of its hardware and systems. Also, ways are
being studied to increase the Russian partici-
pation in the Space Station.

The United States and Russia signed a
Space Cooperation Agreement that called for
a Russian cosmonaut to participate in a U.S.
Space Shuttle mission and for the Space
Shuttle to make at least one rendezvous with
the Mir. On September 2, 1993, Vice Presi-
dent Albert Gore, Jr., and Russian Prime
Minister Victor Chernomyrdin signed a se-
ries of joint statements on cooperation in
space, environmental observations/space
science, commercial space launches, missile
export controls, and aeronautical science.

In aeronautics, efforts included the devel-
opment of new technologies to improve per-
formance, reduce costs, increase safety, and
reduce engine noise. For example, engineers
have been working to produce a new genera-
tion of environmentally compatible, eco-
nomic aircraft that will lay the technological
foundation for a next generation of aircraft
that are superior to the products of other na-
tions. Progress also continued on programs
to increase airport capacity while at the same
time improving flight safety.

In the Earth sciences, a variety of pro-
grams across several agencies sought better
understanding of global change and enhance-
ment of the environment. While scientists
discovered in late 1992 and early 1993, for
instance, that global levels of protective
ozone reached the lowest concentrations
ever observed, they also could foresee an end
to the decline in the ozone layer. Reduced
use of ozone-destroying chlorofluorocarbons
would allow ozone quantities to increase
again about the year 2000 and gradually re-
turn to ‘‘normal.’’

Thus, fiscal year 1993 was a successful one
for the U.S. aeronautics and space programs.
Efforts in both areas have contributed to ad-
vancing the Nation’s scientific and technical
knowledge and furthering an improved qual-
ity of life on Earth through greater knowl-

edge, a more competitive economy, and a
healthier environment.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 10, 1994.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development
May 10, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the requirements of 42 U.S.C.

3536, I transmit herewith the 28th Annual
Report of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, which covers calendar
year 1992.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 10, 1994.

Remarks at the National Fire and
Emergency Services Dinner
May 10, 1994

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for that
warm welcome; and distinguished head table
guests. I don’t know about being America’s
Fire Chief, but I do know whenever I ring
the bell, Steny Hoyer shows up. [Laughter]
So today he rang the bell, and I showed up.
And I am honored to be in your presence
tonight.

I want to recognize, not only Steny but
the other Members of Congress who are
here. I’m sure they’ve been introduced al-
ready, but Congressman Curt Weldon and
Congressman Sherry Boehlert, Senator Wil-
liam Roth, Congressman Howard Coble. I
think you will find that support for fire and
emergency services is a bipartisan affair in
the United States Congress. And I think you
will find that I have tried to be a good partner
to them. I also want to recognize some peo-
ple who are not here, including Congressman
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