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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
Prevention of Nuclear Proliferation
May 16, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
As required under section 601(a) of the

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (Pub-
lic Law 95–242; 22 U.S.C. 3281(a)), I am
transmitting a report on the activities of
United States Government departments and
agencies relating to the prevention of nuclear
proliferation. It covers activities between Jan-
uary 1, 1993, and December 31, 1993.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 16, 1994.

Remarks at the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund
Dinner
May 16, 1994

Thank you, Elaine. Thank you, I think. It’s
pretty hard to follow Elaine Jones, especially
when she’s on a roll like she was tonight.
[Laughter] And the rabbi, sounding more
like a Baptist preacher every day. [Laughter]
And Vernon, who speaks well when he’s
asleep. [Laughter] And Dan Rather with a
sense of humor. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I come here over-
whelmingly to do one thing, to say on behalf
of a grateful nation, thank you. Thank you
to the Legal Defense Fund. Thank you to
Thurgood Marshall, in the presence of his
wonderful wife. Thank you to Bill Coleman.
Thank you to Jack Greenberg. Thank you to
Julius Chambers. Thank you, Elaine Jones.
Thank you, all of you who have made it pos-
sible for us to come here today to celebrate
the 40th anniversary of Brown. Thank you.
I thank Bob Bennett and Chester Davenport
and all those who made this dinner possible.
But most of all, I just wanted to say thank
you.

I was sitting out there looking at Elaine,
listening to her say all these nice things, wait-
ing, wondering how many days it would be
before I would get my next lecture—[laugh-
ter]—and what new challenge would be pre-
sented.

Thurgood Marshall and this organization
won 29 victories before the Supreme Court
but none as important as Brown. It changed
our country and our lives. In a clear voice
it said that we could no longer be two na-
tions, separate and unequal. We are one peo-
ple, one nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all. That’s what it said.
And it said that about the schools. And I was
thinking what a difference it had made. I was
thinking tonight as Elaine gave me my report
card on judges and told me to do a little bet-
ter—[laughter]—that today, since I have
been privileged to be your President, there
is a new minority in the Nation: A minority
of those who have been appointed to the
Federal bench are white men. A majority are
women and people of color. And yet, the ap-
pointees that I have sent to the Senate have
the highest percentage of people rated well-
qualified by the American Bar Association of
any President since those nominations have
been made. And I am proud of that. And
Brown v. Board of Education helped to make
that possible.

Oh, there’s lots of other good things that
happened because of Brown. I wonder if
some of the people who are in my adminis-
tration today could be there were it not for
Brown. Thurgood Marshall and Bill Coleman
and Jack Greenberg, they believe we’re one
nation indivisible under God, we’re all going
up or down together. What I wonder is
whether the rest of us still believe that and,
if so, whether we are prepared to endure the
rigors of this time to make that real.

You know, I was raised in the South when
I knew a lot of people who were second-class
citizens. I lived in a State where it took the
President of the United States calling out the
National Guard simply to let my friend Er-
nest Green and eight other people go to high
school. And thanks to the work of this organi-
zation, my daughter got to go to that school
system and never know that, and I’m grate-
ful.

I think it’s important for us not to let young
people today forget that. Tomorrow, Sec-
retary Riley and Ernest Green and Thurgood
Marshall, Jr., and I are going to Martin Lu-
ther King Junior High School in Beltsville,
Maryland, to teach young people why Brown
and its ideas are still important, why they still
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