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legislation starts a process that does not finish
in a week or a month. And I think the out-
lines of the principles that I have embraced
on welfare reform are very well known. In-
deed, my own views on this are not markedly
different from the bill introduced by Mr.
McCurdy and others except for the way that
I would propose to pay for it.

And so I think that putting out in the late
spring—we’re a little later than I thought
we’d be; I thought we’d have this bill out
around the first of May—but putting out the
bill so that the Congress can see it and see
what I think ought to be done and how I
would propose to pay for it and so the Demo-
crats and Republicans alike can evaluate it,
is an appropriate thing to do. It might catch
fire; the whole thing might catch fire. We
might have a bipartisan consensus to move
the bill in a hurry and get it this year. I
wouldn’t write that off. But I don’t see that
that will undermine health care.

It is, however—the flipside is true. Until
you find a way to provide health coverage
for all workers, you will never have full wel-
fare reform because you’re going to have
people staying on welfare because that’s the
only way their kids can get health care. And
you’re going to have the anomaly of people
getting off welfare, taking low-wage jobs, giv-
ing up their health coverage so they can earn
taxes to pay for the health care of the people
who stayed on welfare. So that is the more
important issue for the long run. But I don’t
believe that my introducing my plan will un-
dermine our ability to achieve health care re-
form this year.

Nuclear Nonproliferation
Q. Mr. President, Israel is known to pos-

sess nuclear arms, but the U.S. doesn’t seem
to be doing anything about it, while there
is a lot of pressure on countries like India.
Why this double standard?

The President. Well, first of all, sir, we
are trying to deal with the international nu-
clear problems. But we also believe very
strongly that the fewer countries who be-
come nuclear powers, the better off we’re
all going to be.

And if there is a system in which the secu-
rity of nations who think they may have to
develop nuclear weapons to protect them-

selves can have their security guaranteed in
other ways, we think that that’s our job to
try to put the system out there, to put those
alternatives out there, so that people will see
it is not in their long-term security interest
to develop such weapons. That’s our position.

What we’re trying to do is to keep the
number of people in the nuclear club as small
as possible and then reduce the nuclear arse-
nals that they have, including our own. As
you know, we’ve worked hard to reduce our
own with the Russians.

So that is our position. But our position
further is that no one should be asked to put
their own security at risk to achieve that. So
any dialog we have with India on this would
be in the context of what is pivotal for India’s
security: How can we enhance your security,
not diminish it? It would be wrong for the
United States to tell your great nation, or the
smallest nation on the face of the Earth, that
we recommend a course of action for them
that would reduce security. We should be in
the business of increasing security.

But I believe you can increase your secu-
rity and avoid becoming a nuclear power.
Japan did it. Germany did it. A lot of other
countries have done it. We can do it together.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 57th news conference
began at 2:04 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this news conference.

Nomination for an Associate
Director of the United States
Information Agency

May 19, 1994

The President today announced his intent
to nominate Barry Fulton as Associate Direc-
tor for the United States Information Agen-
cy’s (USIA’s) new Information Bureau.

‘‘I am pleased to name Barry Fulton to
serve as the first Associate Director of this
new Bureau,’’ the President said. ‘‘He was
instrumental in the development of the new
Information Bureau and is uniquely qualified
to lead USIA’s information programs in a
changing global environment.’’
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NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Proclamation 6692—National
Maritime Day, 1994
May 19, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Soon, our Nation and much of the world

will pause to remember the historic events
that took place 50 years ago—events that se-
cured the freedom we have long enjoyed. As
we honor the heroes of D-Day and World
War II, it is fitting to include among them
the civilian American merchant mariners
who sailed in harm’s way to supply the needs
of our Allied fighting forces. More than 700
cargo ships and 6,000 seafarers were lost to
enemy action. Their sacrifices were crucial
to victory, as were the unparalleled efforts
of American shipbuilding.

The world has changed in many ways in
the last half century, but America remains
a maritime Nation. We depend upon ocean
vessels to transport the vast majority of our
huge international trade, which continues to
expand. We also consistently rely on sea
power to support our military forces.

As we look to the future, it is vital to main-
tain an American presence in the movement
of our international commerce and to retain
the capability of building ships. During the
past year, this Administration has proposed,
and is implementing programs to ensure, the
future of America’s maritime industries.

Last October, we announced a five-step
plan to strengthen the American shipbuilding
industry and to make it more competitive in
the international market. Our plan promotes
innovative, standardized ship designs that
will reduce costs through state-of-the-art
technology and series production methods.

In March, we sent the Congress the Mari-
time Security and Trade Act of 1994. Its en-
actment will ensure that United States flag
merchant ships will maintain their role in car-
rying a significant portion of our vast trade
and that American ships and American sea-
farers will continue to provide reliable sealift
support in national emergencies.

Our Nation is charting a new course, rein-
forcing our heritage as a great maritime
power and supporting our interests as the
world’s leading international trader.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by a
joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has
designated May 22 of each year as ‘‘National
Maritime Day’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue annually a
proclamation calling for its appropriate ob-
servance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 1994, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I urge the people of
the United States to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities and by displaying the flag of the
United States at their homes and other ap-
propriate places. I also request that all ships
sailing under the American flag dress ship
on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:29 p.m., May 20, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 20, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Remarks on the Death of Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis
May 20, 1994

On this sad occasion, Hillary and I join
our Nation in mourning the loss of Jac-
queline Kennedy Onassis. Jackie Kennedy
Onassis was a model of courage and dignity
for all Americans and all the world.

More than any other woman of her time,
she captivated our Nation and the world with
her intelligence, her elegance, and her grace.
Even in the face of impossible tragedy, she
carried the grief of her family and our entire
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