
1182 May 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

you see that there is violence in Rwanda,
there is violence in Bosnia, there is violence
in Haiti and in the streets of America. How
does it feel to be not able to change this?

The President. Well, one of my great
predecessors, Harry Truman, who was Presi-
dent, as you know, right after World War II,
said that he discovered after he became
President that his job largely consisted of try-
ing to talk other people into doing what they
ought to do anyway. Sometimes I feel that
way, that I don’t have as much power as I
thought I would have.

On the other hand, this is a place with
some power. As anyone who has ever exer-
cised power will tell you, there is always the
tug of the mind and the heart, of the interests
and the values. And what you have to do is
to decide how much you can do and do that
and do it as well as you can and then try
to marshall the energies and ideas and values
of other people to help.

So that is what I am trying to do. I am
trying to construct a framework in which
Italy and France and Germany and England
and the South American powers and the
Asian powers and the African powers can co-
operate to try to deal with horrible problems
in which the United States leads but does
not attempt to do something it cannot do.
And every day I think about it. I am doing
my best to live out my ideals, understanding
that I have to have everyone else’s help in
order to do it. But I am, frankly, more opti-
mistic than I was about the future of the
world than when I took office.

Mr. Lugato. Mr. President, we thank you
very much, and clearly be welcome in my
country and have a great time in Italy.

The President. I can’t wait to come.
Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:10 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. The inter-
viewers were Giuseppe Lugato, RAI Television,
and Silvia Kramar, RTI Television. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Letter Accepting the Resignation of
David Watkins as Assistant to the
President for Management and
Administration
May 27, 1994

Dear David:
I write to accept your resignation and to

say that I understand your reasons for sub-
mitting it.

At the same time, it should be stated that
you undertook your assignment as Assistant
to the President for Management and Ad-
ministration with great vigor and effective-
ness. During your tenure, we changed and
upgraded the technology upon which this
White House depends and future White
Houses will depend; from telephones to
computers, you brought us into the modern
age. Moreover, you opened this house—the
people’s house—literally to thousands more
visitors than had ever been welcomed here
in White House history. For these, and many
other accomplishments large and small, you
deserve great credit.

Hillary and I will never forget the loyal
friendship you and Ileene have given to us
over the years.

Sincerely,
Bill

NOTE: A letter of resignation from David Watkins
to the President and a letter from Chief of Staff
Thomas F. (Mack) McLarty to Mr. Watkins were
also made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary. This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6695—National Safe
Boating Week, 1994
May 27, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The discovery and subsequent develop-

ment of the United States evolved through
the exploration and utilization of the abun-
dant waterways of this great Nation. During
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