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tively interested in pursuing a healthier life-
style which would mean more exercise and
a better diet and it’s dropped now to 30 per-
cent; when I see the number of children who
live in our cities and are vulnerable to gangs
and violence and drugs, and I realize that
there are no public swimming pools in many
of our cities available to them, that the bas-
ketball courts don’t work anymore, that there
are no longer baseball leagues for kids to play
in in the summertime; when I look at large
employers who spend fabulous amounts of
money on health care but very little on the
wellness of their employees, I say to myself,
I like fighting these fights. I don’t mind mak-
ing these enemies. But unless the American
people do something to seize control of their
own personal health care destiny and that of
their families and that of their friends and
neighbors and the kids who live in their cities
and communities, we are not going to be-
come what we ought to become. That is why
this day is important to me and to the Amer-
ican people.

So I say to the members of the President’s
Council on Physical Fitness and Sports,
thank you. We will support you in every way
we can. We hope your message will be heard
loud and clear.

I say to my fellow Americans, ask your-
selves what you can do to improve your own
health, the health of your communities, and
the availability of sporting and teamwork ac-
tivities to kids. When you play sports, you
don’t have time to do other things. When
you’re involved in teamwork, you learn how
to deal with the disappointment of defeat and
frustration. You even learn how to manage
unfairness. These are important things, les-
sons in life that have to be learned. A Gov-
ernment program cannot provide them.

So we’ll keep doing our job. Let’s help
them do their job.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:21 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Florence Griffith Joyner and Tom
McMillen, cochairs of the Council.

Statement on Representative Dan
Rostenkowski
May 31, 1994

Like all Americans, Chairman Rostenkow-
ski has the right to contest the charges made
against him and to have his day in court.
Chairman Rostenkowski and others have
helped create real momentum for health care
reform, and I am confident that legislation
will pass this year.

Proclamation 6698—National
Women in Agriculture Day, 1994
May 31, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Few images are more traditionally Amer-

ican than the vast geometric tapestry of
plowed fields and lush crops that carpet our
country. Since our Nation’s founding, farms
have defined both the topography of our land
and the steadfastness of our national char-
acter. Farm families take particular pride in
knowing that women—as field workers and
financial managers, as mothers and home-
makers—have been a vital, driving force in
sustaining this essential enterprise from its
beginnings.

Today, American agriculture encompasses
far more than a quiet picture of pastoral
beauty. Our Nation’s farmers grow the food
that feeds the world. Merging old-fashioned
know-how with the latest innovations in pro-
duction technology, farmers across the
United States work to ensure that our mar-
kets are filled with low-cost, high-quality
goods. With wise leadership and firm sup-
port, women in their myriad roles in our agri-
culture industry reflect the proud American
commitment to excellence.

As we celebrate National Women in Agri-
culture Day 1994, we recognize new ways
in which women’s energy and determination
are helping to keep our agricultural system
strong. Whether in investigating the eco-
system of a Brazilian rain forest or in explor-
ing new opportunities in international trade,
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