
1209

Week Ending Friday, June 10, 1994

Statement on the Death of Ezra Taft
Benson
May 31, 1994

It was with sadness that I learned today
of the passing of Ezra Taft Benson, who
served our country and his church with
ceaseless dedication over a long life produc-
tively lived.

It is no accident that one of Mr. Benson’s
most famous books emphasized in its words
and thoughts the three values his life best
represented—church, God, and country. He
was a leader of his church for five decades,
he preached with passion for unity, solidarity,
and responsibility within the family, and he
served ably in the Eisenhower administration
as Agriculture Secretary.

As we celebrate D-Day and the liberation
of Europe, it is important to remember that
Mr. Benson was the first representative of
his church to reenter post-war Europe,
where he distributed aid and lifted the spirits
of thousands of survivors.

His friends and fellow believers remind us
tonight that Ezra Taft Benson was a lifelong
scouter, a strong defender of the Constitu-
tion, the creator of the soil bank, a religious
man who expanded the membership of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
and someone who believed and preached the
idea that families come first.

We rejoice in his service, we remember
his life, and we extend our heartfelt sym-
pathies to his family, his church, and his ad-
mirers worldwide.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Text of Remarks at a Dinner Hosted
by President Oscar Scalfaro of Italy
in Rome
June 3, 1994

Mr. President and distinguished guests,
the British historian Trevelyan wrote of Gen-
eral Garibaldi that he would live on as ‘‘the
incarnate symbol of two passions not likely
soon to die out of the world, the love of coun-
try and the love of freedom.’’ As we com-
memorate this 50th anniversary of the events
that returned freedom to your great country,
I want to praise the work you have done,
Mr. President, as also embodying your com-
mitment to the freedom-loving Italian people
and the democratic Italian state.

Italy’s transformation over the past half
century is a modern miracle. From the ruins
of World War II, it has become one of the
world’s great economies, an anchor of trans-
atlantic security, and a sturdy democracy,
which, like our own, is renewing its strength
by pursuing reforms.

As we gather this week to pay special hom-
age to those whose courage, vision, and sac-
rifice helped to create and sustain a repub-
lican Italy and a Western alliance of demo-
cratic nations, the United States salutes you,
Mr. President, for your past and present ef-
forts to safeguard Italian democracy. Mr.
President, on behalf of the American people,
who share so many bonds of kinship and fel-
lowship with the Italian people, I offer a toast
to you and to your country: Viva L’Italia!

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.
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Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Telephone
Conversations With President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia and President Kim
Yong-sam of South Korea
June 3, 1994

President Clinton spoke separately today
with President Yeltsin and President Kim
Yong-sam of the Republic of Korea, who is
currently in Moscow. The topic of both calls
was the current situation in North Korea.

President Clinton told President Yeltsin
that following the IAEA’s report to the
United Nations that the continuity of safe-
guards had been broken, the United States
is pursuing the issue of sanctions in the
United Nations Security Council. They dis-
cussed President Yeltsin’s proposal that an
international forum on the Korean situation
be convened. President Clinton said that
such a meeting might be appropriate at some
point while underscoring the need first to re-
turn the North Korean nuclear issue to the
United Nations Security Council. The two
agreed to remain in close contact as the issue
develops.

In the conversation with President Kim,
both Presidents agreed that the next step is
to pursue the issue of sanctions in the United
Nations Security Council. President Clinton
reaffirmed the United States desire for a dip-
lomatic resolution of this issue but empha-
sized the United States commitment to the
security of the Republic of Korea. They, too,
agreed to work closely together in addressing
the issue.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks on Arrival in
the United Kingdom
June 4, 1994

Mr. Prime Minister, Hillary and I are de-
lighted to be here. I remember well the first
time I arrived in the United Kingdom. I am
deeply honored to be here today represent-
ing my nation.

Fifty years ago, our two nations joined
forces on the beaches of Normandy to turn
back the Nazi armies that had overrun Eu-
rope. This week I have come across the At-

lantic to commemorate D-Day and the many
other battles of the Second World War and
to honor the sacrifices borne by the war gen-
eration in all the nations.

Freedom continues to require our sacrifice
and persistence. And I would like to say, on
behalf of all the American people, how very
sorry we are and how we offer our condo-
lences to the loved ones of those who died
in the tragic RAF helicopter accident on
Thursday.

Freedom continues to require effort.
When he visited the United States after
World War II, Winston Churchill spoke of
our two nations role in forging the post-war
world. He urged the United States and Brit-
ain to walk together in majesty and peace.
For he said, ‘‘It is in the years of peace that
wars are prevented and that those founda-
tions are laid upon which the noble struc-
tures of the future can be built.’’

I look forward to working with the Prime
Minister and the British people as we work
together to meet those challenges. The
Prime Minister has already mentioned the
many things that we will be discussing today.
I am glad to be back in Great Britain, glad
to be honoring the sacrifices and the tri-
umphs of the World War II generation, glad
to be about the work of honoring what they
have done for us by trying to preserve the
peace and the future.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:48 a.m. at the
Royal Air Force station, Mildenhall. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at the United States
Cemetery in Cambridge,
United Kingdom
June 4, 1994

Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Major, Mr.
MacLean, Chaplain, Secretary Bentsen,
thank you for your fine remarks. To our Brit-
ish hosts and to all the distinguished Ameri-
cans who are also here, Members of the Con-
gress, the administration, the Armed Forces,
we have come here today, all of us, on a jour-
ney of remembrance. For some, like Sec-
retary Bentsen, it was a journey to retrace
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