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Kaplan wanted me to ask a number of mean
questions, and I want the record to show that
I refrained from doing so. [Laughter]

The President. You tell Rick not to dis-
cipline you too hard. [Laughter]

Mr. Donaldson. Thank you very much,
sir.

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 8:25 p.m. aboard
the U.S.S. George Washington en route to Nor-
mandy, France. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Rick Kaplan, executive producer, ‘‘ABC
World News Tonight.’’ A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With Tom Brokaw of NBC
June 5, 1994

D-Day Commemoration
Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, I know you

did a lot of homework for this occasion, but
could any amount of homework prepare you
for the emotion of what you’ve been going
through and what you will go through?

The President. No. You know, we were
in Italy, and I knew that many, many of our
service people who fought there in that very
difficult campaign thought that their service
had never been adequately recognized. But
nothing prepared me for the impact of the
thousands of graves at Nettuno and what the
veterans felt. Nothing, nothing could have
prepared me for the emotional impact of
what I saw outside of Cambridge with that
Wall of the Missing, the 5,000 people, includ-
ing Glenn Miller and Joseph Kennedy who
died in air crashes, were never recovered.
You can read about it, you can talk to people
about it, but until you’re there and it hits
you, you can’t imagine.

Mr. Brokaw. For this generation, your
generation, for that matter, what are the les-
sons to be learned now from that day, D-
Day, and that time?

The President. First of all, I think it’s im-
portant to remember that what D-Day
proved more than anything else was, to use
General Eisenhower’s words, the fury of an
aroused democracy is still the most important
force in the world. The fact that we were
a free people—and yes, maybe we were a
little slow, you can argue in hindsight, to re-

spond to Hitler’s aggression, but the fact that
we were a free people, full of young, gifted
men and women, like these young men sit-
ting behind you today, who figured out how
to win this war and would not be denied is
a great lesson for today. Our system of gov-
ernment is still the best, and we should never
forget that, because it is disorganized to some
extent or messy, but at least it allows us to
govern ourselves from the inside, from our
genuine emotions.

The second lesson I think we have to learn
is that if we do what the people who won
that war want us to do, if we do what Roo-
sevelt and Churchill and Eisenhower and the
others wanted us to do in the post-cold-war
era, that is, if we stay involved in the world
knowing we can’t solve every problem, know-
ing we can’t end every conflict, but knowing
that we have to contain these things so that
they don’t flare up, then we’ll never have to
have another D-Day. That is the ultimate les-
son. They all fought and died so that we
wouldn’t have to do that again. And the only
way we can be sure is to stay strong and stay
involved. And in a very uncertain world,
knowing that from time to time we may make
mistakes but that the ultimate lesson is as
long as we’re involved and we’re trying to
stop and contain these conflicts, we won’t
have another D-Day.

Foreign Policy
Mr. Brokaw. Those leaders that you just

cited always knew when to draw the line.
There is a continuing perception that you’re
still not comfortable with national security
decisions. Can you help correct that during
this occasion?

The President. Well, I think for one thing,
the answer is—the short answer to that is
yes, but the longer answer is slightly more
complex, and I’d like to have the chance to
answer it.

What we’re trying to do is to do in the
post-cold-war era what the leaders after
World War II had to do. Keep in mind, they
didn’t quite know where to join the line ei-
ther. For years people criticized President
Truman because Russia built a Communist
empire and occupied all of Eastern Europe.
It took some time to figure out, you know,
what was NATO going to do, what was the
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Marshall plan all about, what was our posi-
tion in Asia going to be. And that’s the period
we’re in now. We’re working at the line-
drawing.

We do have some clear lines. We have a
continuing security commitment to Korea
and Japan, for example, which is unbending
and cannot be breached. We have a continu-
ing effort with Russia to make the world less
nuclear, which is immediate in its implica-
tions in our security. And we are working
through a lot of other things. In Bosnia what
we have done is to say we’re not sure we
can solve this, but we can limit its reach, and
we must. And we’ve been somewhat success-
ful there, I think more successful than most
people acknowledge.

And I think what you will see is as we work
through these things and the shape of the
post-cold-war world becomes clear, the lines
that America will draw will become clear. We
are not withdrawing. That’s the main thing.
We are trying to stay engaged.

North Korea
Mr. Brokaw. Isn’t it possible that the

North Koreans are responding to your var-
ious overtures because they believe that
you’ll talk the talk but, in the modern jargon,
not walk the walk, that you’ve been ambiva-
lent about Bosnia and Haiti and even about
trade with China?

The President. No. I don’t think that’s
what’s going on. I think that they may think
that the world community won’t impose
sanctions on them, but I think the world
community will impose sanctions if they
don’t——

Mr. Brokaw. But if the world community
does not, will this President say, ‘‘We’re
going to do it on our own; we’re going to
lead the way’’?

The President. We won’t have to do it
on our own. There will be lots of countries
there willing to help us, the so-called coali-
tion of willing. I prefer to have the United
Nations take the appropriate action because
we know that Russia and China on the Secu-
rity Council agree with us on this issue. They
don’t want North Korea to become a nuclear
power. And they know North Korea prom-
ised not to become a nuclear power. So I
prefer to do it that way.

But we are going to proceed firmly on this.
I hope and believe the U.N. will do it. If
it doesn’t, then we’ll look at who else wants
to do it and what else we can do. But we
can’t turn away from this. This is not about
the United States; this is about North Korea.
They promised that they wouldn’t be a nu-
clear power. They promised to let us inspect.
I will say this, since I’ve been President we’ve
engaged them more, and we have been able
to inspect now. What is at issue here is the
inspections they did not allow back in 1989
and what they’re going to do about it and
whether that gives them the ability to make
nuclear weapons. Now, since they still deal
with countries that we know are rogue states
and support terrorism, that’s of great concern
to us. That is a big issue for the American
people and the long-term security of the
world. So we’ve got to be firm here.

Will the United Nations support us? I be-
lieve they will. If they don’t, what will we
do? I think there are other options open to
us. But we cannot just walk away from this.

Mr. Brokaw. If they continue to test, for
example, the Silkworm missile, which is the
shipkiller, and any kind of picket line you
would put around North Korea would be ex-
posed to that kind of thing, but you think
ultimately that they’ll respond only to the
military option?

The President. I’m not sure of that. They
have said that they would consider sanctions
an act of war, but I don’t really believe that.
Keep in mind there are lots of countries in
the world that have nuclear programs. When
President Kennedy was President, he
thought by this time two dozen countries
would be nuclear powers. We don’t have two
dozen nuclear powers because the United
States and our allies have worked very hard
to reduce the number of nuclear powers.
North Korea promised they wouldn’t do it.
We’re just asking them to keep their word
to be part of the world community, to reach
out and grow.

You know, the ultimate sanction is going
to be for them to decide what kind of country
they want to be. Do they want to be isolated
and alone and impoverished, or do they want
to work out their relationship with South
Korea, with the United States, ultimately
now with Japan, with China, with Russia. Ev-
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erybody is saying, ‘‘Come on and be part of
this world. Don’t withdraw and be part of
a dark future.’’ And I still believe there’s a
chance they’ll come back. But we just have
to steadily keep on the course we’re on. It
is dictated by their behavior, not by ours.

Vietnam Conflict
Mr. Brokaw. Mr. President, you’ve been

getting all the respect that is due—[inaudi-
ble]—Commander in Chief during these D-
Day ceremonies. As you live in this kind of
a military environment, do you ever late at
night regret your own decision to avoid mili-
tary service when you were a young man?

The President. I don’t regret the fact that
I opposed the conflict in Vietnam and our
policy there and I did what I could to—hon-
orably—to bring it to an end. I still think
I was right on that. I think on balance it did
our role in the world more harm than good,
although we were well motivated. We cer-
tainly didn’t—the only lesson in Vietnam is
that you can’t fight someone else’s fight for
them. You can’t do that. There is a limit to
what we can do for someone else.

But there are plenty of times when I wish
I’d had the experience, because I, after all,
I’m a child of World War II. I grew up on
the war movies, you know, on John Wayne
and John Hodiak and Robert Mitchum and
all those war movies. I grew up with the
memories of a father I never knew, with a
picture of his uniform on in World War II.

What I’m doing this week has brought me
back to my roots in a very profound way.
You and I are about the same age, and you
know what I’m talking about. There’s nothing
that can compare with it. And I think all the
people who grew up in my generation were
hurt maybe worse than any other generation
could have been by their ambivalence over
Vietnam because we all loved the military so
much.

Mr. Brokaw. Do you understand the
quiet resentment of many of the veterans
who are here: you did not serve and that you
are now the Commander in Chief?

The President. Sure, but I’ve been
stunned by the number of the World War
II veterans, by the dozens the other day when
I spent hours with them at Nettuno, who said
that they had supported me, they had voted

for me, and that they thought it was not good
for America that these personal attacks con-
tinue. I told them that they should stay in
a good humor about it and I would, too. I
can’t worry about that. There is nothing I
can do about the past. All I can do is get
up every day and be faithful to these young
men and women in uniform today, faithful
to the oath that I swore to uphold, and make
these calls the best I can.

And if I spend all my time worrying about
what somebody else thinks, I can’t do that
job. What I owe the people, whether they
support me or resent me, I owe every one
of them the same thing, to do the very best
I can every day. And that’s what I’m doing.

American Values

Mr. Brokaw. Finally, Mr. President, do
you think that we’ll ever be able to restore
in our country the values and the sense of
common cause that existed 50 years ago?

The President. Well, we will be able to
if the American people in peacetime can un-
derstand that their existence is threatened by
some things that are going on inside our
country, by what has happened to our fami-
lies, to our communities, by the fact that
crime has reached epidemic proportions and
violence among so many of our young people,
and that that also threatens who we are as
a people.

One of the things I tried to say to the
American people in 1992 that I try still to
say is that our national security is a product
of being strong on the outside and also being
strong on the inside. And if we can face up
to things that—we’re facing up to our eco-
nomic problems. We’re doing much better
there. But we still have problems with our
children, problems on our streets, other
problems we have to face up to. If we can
face up to them, then we will have the kind
of sense of community that we had in World
War II.

NOTE: The interview began at 8:37 p.m. aboard
the U.S.S. George Washington en route to Nor-
mandy, France. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this interview.
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Executive Order 12919—National
Defense Industrial Resources
Preparedness
June 3, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the De-
fense Production Act of 1950, as amended
(64 Stat. 798; 50 U.S.C. App. 2061, et seq.),
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and as Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces of the United States, it is here-
by ordered as follows:

PART I—PURPOSE, POLICY AND
IMPLEMENTATION

Section 101. Purpose. This order dele-
gates authorities and addresses national de-
fense industrial resource policies and pro-
grams under the Defense Production Act of
1950, as amended (‘‘the Act’’), except for the
amendments to Title III of the Act in the
Energy Security Act of 1980 and tele-
communication authorities under Executive
Order No. 12472.

Sec. 102. Policy. The United States must
have an industrial and technology base capa-
ble of meeting national defense require-
ments, and capable of contributing to the
technological superiority of its defense
equipment in peacetime and in times of na-
tional emergency. The domestic industrial
and technological base is the foundation for
national defense preparedness. The authori-
ties provided in the Act shall be used to
strengthen this base and to ensure it is capa-
ble of responding to all threats to the national
security of the United States.

Sec. 103. General Functions. Federal de-
partments and agencies responsible for de-
fense acquisition (or for industrial resources
needed to support defense acquisition) shall:

(a) Identify requirements for the full spec-
trum of national security emergencies, in-
cluding military, industrial, and essential ci-
vilian demand;

(b) Assess continually the capability of the
domestic industrial and technological base to
satisfy requirements in peacetime and times
of national emergency, specifically evaluating
the availability of adequate industrial re-
source and production sources, including

subcontractors and suppliers, materials,
skilled labor, and professional and technical
personnel;

(c) Be prepared, in the event of a potential
threat to the security of the United States,
to take actions necessary to ensure the avail-
ability of adequate industrial resources and
production capability, including services and
critical technology for national defense re-
quirements;

(d) Improve the efficiency and responsive-
ness, to defense requirements, of the domes-
tic industrial base; and

(e) Foster cooperation between the de-
fense and commercial sectors for research
and development and for acquisition of mate-
rials, components, and equipment to en-
hance industrial base efficiency and respon-
siveness.

Sec. 104. Implementation. (a) The Na-
tional Security Council is the principal forum
for consideration and resolution of national
security resource preparedness policy.

(b) The Director, Federal Emergency
Management Agency (‘‘Director, FEMA’’)
shall:

(1) Serve as an advisor to the National Se-
curity Council on issues of national security
resource preparedness and on the use of the
authorities and functions delegated by this
order;

(2) Provide for the central coordination of
the plans and programs incident to authori-
ties and functions delegated under this order,
and provide guidance and procedures ap-
proved by the Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs to the Federal de-
partments and agencies under this order;

(3) Establish procedures, in consultation
with Federal departments and agencies as-
signed functions under this order, to resolve
in a timely and effective manner conflicts and
issues that may arise in implementing the au-
thorities and functions delegated under this
order; and

(4) Report to the President periodically
concerning all program activities conducted
pursuant to this order.

(c) The head of every Federal department
and agency assigned functions under this
order shall ensure that the performance of
these functions is consistent with National
Security Council policy and guidelines.
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