
1256 June 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

should burn forever brightly in the hearts of
all the people of France and the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:19 p.m. in the
Salle des Fetes at the Elysée Palace. In his re-
marks, he referred to Danielle Mitterrand, wife
of President Mitterrand; Marie Joseph Balladur,
wife of Prime Minister Balladur; and U.S. Ambas-
sador to France Pamela Harriman.

Statement on Assistance to California
June 7, 1994

Californians have been working extraor-
dinarily hard to get their homes, their busi-
nesses, and their lives back to normal. This
is creating unexpected and unprecedented
need for assistance from the Federal Govern-
ment. This recommendation should assure
the people of southern California that our
commitment to help them get back on their
feet remains strong and unwavering.

NOTE: The President’s statement was included in
a statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers
on the President’s request to Congress for addi-
tional funds to assist the State of California in the
wake of the earthquake earlier this year.

Remarks on Receiving a Doctorate in
Civil Law from Oxford University in
Oxford, United Kingdom
June 8, 1994

Thank you very much, Chancellor, distin-
guished members of the university commu-
nity. I must say that it was quite easy for
me to take the chancellor’s gentle ribbing
about the Presidency, since he is probably
the only chancellor of this great university
ever to have written a biography of an Amer-
ican President. I thank you for your biog-
raphy of President Truman and for your lead-
ership and for honoring me.

You know, as I walked today through the
streets of Oxford with my wife and with my
classmate, now the Secretary of Labor in our
administration, Mr. Reich, who is here, it
seemed almost yesterday when I first came
here. And I remembered when I walked in
this august building today how I always felt
a mixture of elation and wariness, bordering

on intimidation, in your presence. I thought
if there was one place in the world I could
come and give a speech in the proper lan-
guage, it was here, and then I heard the de-
gree ceremony. [Laughter] And sure enough,
once again at Oxford I was another Yank a
half step behind. [Laughter]

This week the world has taken a profound
journey of remembrance. Here in Great Brit-
ain, in the United States and France and
Italy, all around the world we have reflected
on a time when the sheer will of freedom’s
forces changed the course of this century.

Many of you in this room, including my
good friend, the former warden of Rhodes
House, Sir Edgar Williams, who is here with
me today, played a major role in that great
combat. It was a great privilege and honor
for me to represent the United States in pay-
ing tribute to all the good people who fought
and won World War II, an experience I have
never had the like of and one which has pro-
foundly deepened my own commitment to
the work the people of the United States
have entrusted to me.

I am also deeply honored by this degree
you have bestowed on me, as well as the hon-
orary fellowship I received from my college
today. I must say that, as my wife pointed
out, I could have gotten neither one of these
things on my own. [Laughter] I had to be
elected President to do it—with her help. In-
deed, it was suggested on the way over here
that if women had been eligible for the
Rhodes Scholarship in 1968, I might be on
my way home to Washington tonight at this
very moment. [Laughter]

I am profoundly grateful for this chance
to be with you and for this honor, not only
because of the wonderful opportunity I had
to live and study here a quarter century ago
but because of the traditions, the achieve-
ments, the spirit of discovery, and the deep
inspiration of this noble university. Even in
a country so steeped in history, there are few
institutions as connected to the past as Ox-
ford. Every ritual here, no matter how small,
has a purpose, reminding us that we must
be part of something larger than ourselves,
heirs to a proud legacy.

Yet Oxford could hardly be called back-
ward-looking. Over the centuries, as a center
of inquiry and debate, this great university
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has been very much involved in the action
and passion of its time. Just listen outside
here: everything from disputes over battles
to the nature of the Italian Government to
the character of the word ‘‘skinhead’’—
[laughter]—is being debated even as we are
here.

This university has been very much com-
mitted to passing on our legacy to yet another
generation. Our first obligation is what I have
been doing here this week: It is remem-
brance—to know how we came to be what
we are we have all learned again this week
in reflecting on the uncommon valor and the
utter loss that bought us 50 years of freedom.
I know I speak for everyone in this theater
when I say, again, a profound thank you to
the generation which won World War II. We
can never forget what was done for us. Our
memories of that sacrifice will be forever
alive.

But our obligations surely go beyond
memory. After all, when the soldiers of D-
Day broke through at Normandy, when the
sons and daughters of democracy carried on
their struggle for another half-century, win-
ning the cold war against the iron grip of
totalitarian repression, they fought not for
the past but for the present and the future.
And now it falls to us to use that hard-won
freedom, to follow through in this time, ex-
panding democracy, security, prosperity,
fighting bigotry, terrorism, slaughter, and
chaos around the world.

There are—make no mistake about it—
forces of disintegration at work in the world
today, and to some extent even within our
own countries, that could rob our children
of the bright future for which so many of
our parents gave their lives.

There are also, to be sure, forces of hu-
manity in progress which, if they prevail,
could bring human history to its highest point
of peace and prosperity. At this rare moment,
we must be prepared to move forward, for
in the end, the numberless sacrifices of our
forebears brought us to precisely this, an age
in which many threats to our very existence
have been brought under control for the mo-
ment.

So what shall we do with the moment? Our
challenge is to unite our people around the
opportunities of peace, as those who went

before us united against the dangers of war
and oppression. The great Oxford don Sir
Isaiah Berlin once said, ‘‘Men do not live only
by fighting evils; they live by positive goals,
a vast variety of them, seldom predictable,
at times incompatible.’’

History does not always give us grand cru-
sades, but it always gives us opportunities.
It is time to bring a spirit of renewal to the
work of freedom—to work at home to tap
the full potential of our citizens, to strength-
en our families and communities, to fight in-
difference and intolerance; and beyond our
borders, to keep our nations strong so that
we can create a new security, here especially,
all across Europe; to reverse the environ-
mental destruction that feeds the civil wars
in Africa; to halt the spread of nuclear weap-
ons and terrorism; to light the lives of those
still dwelling in the darkness of undemocratic
rule.

Our work in this world, all of it, will surely
take all of our lifetimes and more. But we
must keep at it, working together with steadi-
ness and wisdom, with ingenuity and simple
faith. To those of you here in this ancient
temple of learning and those beyond who are
of a younger generation, I urge you to join
this work with enthusiasm and high hope.

This week, at the gravesites of the genera-
tion that fought and died to make us the chil-
dren of their sacrifice, I promised that we
would be the new pathfinders, lighting the
way in a new and still uncertain age, striving
in peace as they struggled in war. There is
no greater tribute to give to those who have
gone before than to build for those who fol-
low. Surely, that is the timeless mission of
freedom and civilization itself. It is what
binds together the past, the present, and the
future. It is our clear duty, and we must do
our best to fulfill it.

Thank you very much for this wonderful
day.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:32 p.m. in the
Sheldonian Theater. In his remarks, he referred
to the Rt. Hon. Lord Jenkins of Hillhead, chan-
cellor of the university.
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Message to the Congress on
Elections in South Africa
June 8, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to sections 4(a)(2) and 5(b)(1) of

the South African Democratic Transition
Support Act of 1993 (Public Law 103–149;
22 U.S.C. 5001 note), I hereby certify that
an interim government, elected on a non-
racial basis through free and fair elections,
has taken office in South Africa.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 8, 1994.

Message to the Congress Reporting
Budget Deferrals
June 8, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report two revised deferrals
of budget authority, now totaling $555.2 mil-
lion.

The deferrals affect the Department of
Agriculture. The details of the two revised
deferrals are contained in the attached re-
port.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 8, 1994.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Commodity Credit Corporation
June 8, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 13, Public Law 806, 80th Congress (15
U.S.C. 714k), I transmit herewith the report
of the Commodity Credit Corporation for fis-
cal year 1992.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 8, 1994.

Nomination for Federal Judges
June 8, 1994

The President announced today the nomi-
nations of four individuals as Federal judges.
He nominated James L. Dennis to the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and
announced the following U.S. District Court
nominees: Napoleon A. Jones, Jr., for the
Southern District of California; David F.
Hamilton for the Southern District of Indi-
ana; and Sarah S. Vance for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Louisiana.

‘‘Each of these individuals has dem-
onstrated both excellence in the legal profes-
sion and commitment to public service,’’ the
President said.

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Health Care Reform
June 9, 1994

Today is an historic day. The Senate Labor
and Human Resources Committee has be-
come the first full congressional committee
to report out a health care reform bill. The
action of Chairman Kennedy’s committee
gives me great confidence that Congress will
pass legislation this year that meets the ex-
pectation of the American people: guaran-
teed private insurance for every American
that can never be taken away. Once again,
Chairman Kennedy has demonstrated the
leadership that has made him a driving force
in the fight for quality health care for the
last three decades.

Under the leadership of Chairman Moy-
nihan, the Senate Finance Committee is
moving. Chairman Moynihan is committed
to achieving universal coverage and bringing
legislation to the American people this year.

For the first time in our history, commit-
tees in both the Senate and the House are
seriously moving forward on health care re-
form. While much work remains, today’s ac-
tions prove that the job will be done. The
momentum demonstrated in the House and
Senate this week is heartening to me and all
Americans who want and deserve real health
security.
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