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in areas where they will not be able to get
jobs in the private sector.

The other major difference is, Senator
Harkin’s bill, as I understand it, has a grad-
uated cutoff of benefits after you go through
a training program from a low of 6 months
to a high of 4 years. And ours just has one
set 2-year limit, but if any State wants to go
beyond it, they’re free to do so. That is, since
I’ve been President, we have granted more
flexibility to the States in the area of welfare
reform and health care reform in a year and
a half than in the previous 12 years. We’ve
really encouraged States to go out and try
things on their own. So I wouldn’t oppose
Iowa or any other State implementing a pro-
gram like that.

Q. ——Ms. Campbell, do you have any
problem with the welfare plan? You are a
supporter of the Iowa plan, aren’t you?

Ms. Campbell. I’m a cautious supporter
of the Iowa plan. I think the most important
thing the President has done is put welfare
reform on the agenda. Our plan is being
phased in right now. I do think it’s progres-
sive and tough, but it remains to be seen.
There are some problems with it. One is the
availability of day care; one is the availability
of jobs. It presumes there are jobs, and we
are a low unemployment State.

I want very much for our welfare reform
plan to work because the philosophy behind
it is investing in people in our society and
inculcating the notion of work and reward
for work. But we’re a long way from knowing
whether our own welfare reform will be suc-
cessful. I hope it is.

The President. Let me also point out that
from my point of view, a large part of this
national bill is giving the States the power
to make welfare reform work. Yesterday I
was in Kansas City, and I met with 12 women
who had moved from welfare to work. They
all agreed that our plan was right to require
everybody on welfare to go through one of
these job placement programs. But they
agreed that to make it work, you would have
to provide some transitional aid for people
for child care and for medical coverage for
the children, that we needed tougher child-
support enforcement, and that we ought to
have with this a national campaign to try to
lower the rate of teenage out-of-wedlock

births, because the truth is that the welfare
problem in the country—indeed, the poverty
problem in the country—is increasingly a
problem of young women and their little chil-
dren.

So, from my point of view, I don’t see a
necessary conflict between the Iowa plan and
what we’re trying to do. The States like Iowa
would be perfectly free to design their own
plans and to be as tough as they wished under
our law. And as a matter of fact, for the first
time under this bill, if it passes as I have
proposed it, we will specifically and clearly
authorize States to go beyond the require-
ments of the Federal framework. But re-
member, this is a very large, complicated
country in which the economic realities are
very different from place to place, often with-
in State borders, and certainly across State
lines.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. Bonnie Campbell is
the Democratic nominee for Governor of Iowa.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the Praemium
Imperiale Arts Award Recipients
June 16, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you very
much, ladies and gentlemen. Mr. Sejima,
thank you for your fine words and for giving
us the history of the Japan Art Association
and its relationship to President Grant in his
visit to Japan.

I had a sense of the great tradition of the
Imperial Family when the Emperor and Em-
press were here a couple of nights ago with
the First Lady and I, and the Emperor was
taken upstairs to my office. And we were talk-
ing about American history, and I said, ‘‘This
desk I use in my office was President Grant’s
Cabinet table.’’ He said, ‘‘Yes, I know. My
great-grandfather welcomed him to Japan.’’
I had a desk; he had a family experience.
[Laughter]

There are many very distinguished Ameri-
cans here, including our great former Ambas-
sador to Japan, Senator Mike Mansfield, and
Maestro Rostropovich, who was just here to
play for the Emperor and Empress. I thank
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you all for coming. I welcome the members
of the diplomatic community and other dis-
tinguished citizens of the world. I would like
to, in particular, recognize the representa-
tives here of the panel of international advis-
ers of the Japan Art Association, a group of
truly distinguished citizens of the world: the
mayor of Paris, Jacques Chirac, who hosted
us recently, welcome, sir; the former Prime
Minister of Italy, Amintore Fanfani; the
former Prime Minister of Japan, Yasuhiro
Nakasone; and the former Prime Minister of
Great Britain, Sir Edward Heath, welcome
to you all; and Mr. David Rockefeller, our
representative. David, thank you for coming.

We have all been enriched by the work
of the Japan Art Association, but especially
by creating this award for artists who would
not otherwise be recognized internationally
for their outstanding work. Katherine Anne
Porter once wrote that ‘‘Art outlives govern-
ments, creeds, societies, even civilizations.
Art,’’ she wrote, ‘‘is what we find again when
the ruins are cleared away.’’

Indeed, in this very room we have an ex-
ample of art that survived even the burning
of the White House, this wonderful Gilbert
Stuart portrait of George Washington, which
was rescued by the then-First Lady Dolley
Madison when the White House was burned
during the War of 1812. So it endured, and
it’s just like it was then, but all the walls here
are new, just as all the people here are. If
we cultivate art, nurture it, and preserve it,
then not only art endures but a part of all
of us endures as well.

The Praemium Imperiale Prizes were es-
tablished to mark the second century of work
of the Japan Art Association, recognizing
international excellence in painting, sculp-
ture, architecture, music, theater, and film.
All the winners are artists of unique accom-
plishment. The recommendations for the
prize recipients are made for the Japan Art
Association by the distinguished committee
of international advisers, whom I have just
recognized. I thank those who are here and
those who are not able to come, including
the former West German Chancellor,
Helmut Schmidt.

Yesterday, the names of the five award
winners were announced. In October, they
will be honored in ceremonies in Tokyo, but

we wanted to salute them here. And four of
the five honorees are with us today.

For painting, this year’s winner is the
French artist Zao Wou-ki. Where is he?
Please stand up. Born in China, educated
there and in France, his style brings together
East and West in a synthesis of drawing, cal-
ligraphy, and traditional Chinese painting
that is nothing less than lyrical.

For sculpture, the winner is an American,
Richard Serra. A Californian who literally
broke the mold and shattered ideas about
what sculpture is, his work radiates emotional
power on a grand scale and has been an inspi-
ration to an entire new generation of artists.

The winner for architecture is Charles
Correa of India who has done work of truly
historic significance, showing sensitivity in
planning communities in poor countries for
genuinely civilized living. His pioneering
work has sought to improve the quality of
housing for the urban poor, as well as provid-
ing a more humane way to live.

For music, the winner is the French com-
poser Henri Dutilleux. His distinctive com-
positions put into beautiful music the notion
of diversity within unity, producing from
novel arrays of instruments what the com-
poser himself has so aptly called ‘‘the joy of
sound.’’

Finally, in the category of theater and film,
the winner goes to someone who could not
be with us today, the wonderful British actor
and director Sir John Gielgud. His career so
far has spanned a mere eight decades, reach-
ing new heights in roles as different as Ham-
let on the stage and the butler in service to
a tipsy millionaire in the movie ‘‘Arthur.’’ He
sends his regrets that he could not be with
us today, and he has our best wishes.

We give our congratulations to all these
winners for many more decades of creative
energy. We thank them for stirring our
imaginations and our souls. The world is bet-
ter for their efforts. For all of that, we say
thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Ryuzo Sejima, chairman, Japan Art As-
sociation; Mstislav Rostropovich, music director,
National Symphony Orchestra; and author Kath-
erine Anne Porter.
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Remarks on North Korea and an
Exchange With Reporters
June 16, 1994

The President. Good afternoon.
In recent weeks, we have been consulting

with our allies and friends on the imposition
of sanctions against North Korea because of
its refusal to permit full inspections of its nu-
clear program. Today there are reports that
the North Koreans, in discussions with Presi-
dent Carter, may have offered new steps to
resolve the international community’s con-
cerns, saying that International Atomic En-
ergy Agency inspectors and monitoring
equipment would be left in place and that
North Korea desires to replace its present
nuclear program with a new light water reac-
tor technology that is more resistant to nu-
clear proliferation.

If North Korea means by this, also, that
it is willing to freeze its nuclear program
while talks take place, this could be a promis-
ing development. As we review these reports
today and in the days ahead, I want to take
a moment to explain the extent of our inter-
ests and the steps we are taking to protect
them.

Our Nation clearly has vital interests on
the Korean Peninsula. Four decades after the
conflict there that claimed hundreds of thou-
sands of South Korean and American lives,
South Korea continues to face a threat of a
million troops, most of them massed near its
border.

America’s commitment to South Korea,
our treaty ally, our trading partner, our fellow
democracy, is unshakable. We have some
37,000 American troops in Korea to maintain
that commitment, and their safety is of vital
importance to us.

We also have an interest in preserving the
stability of the Asian-Pacific region. And we
have a compelling interest in preserving the
integrity of the Non-Proliferation Treaty and
to prevent the spread of global nuclear weap-
ons and ballistic missiles.

Therefore, in response to North Korea’s
nuclear activities, we have consistently pur-
sued two goals: a nonnuclear Korean Penin-
sula and a strong international nonprolifera-
tion regime. We’ve made serious and exten-
sive efforts to resolve the North Korean issue

through negotiations and have given North
Korea many opportunities to return to com-
pliance with its own nonproliferation com-
mitments, made first 9 years ago when North
Korea signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, and in 1991, when North Korea
agreed with South Korea to pursue a non-
nuclear Korean Peninsula.

We’ve made clear that these negotiations
could continue, but only if North Korea co-
operated with the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency and did not deepen its violation
of international nuclear safeguards. If today’s
developments mean that North Korea is
genuinely and verifiably prepared to freeze
its nuclear program while talks go on—and
we hope that is the case—then we would be
willing to resume high-level talks. In the
meantime, we will pursue our consultations
on sanctions at the United Nations.

In recent weeks I’ve consulted—or days,
in recent days I’ve consulted with President
Kim of South Korea, Prime Minister Hata
of Japan, President Yeltsin of Russia, and
others. I will continue to consult closely with
them on this matter, with other international
leaders and, of course, with Members of
Congress of both parties.

Through all appropriate means, I will keep
working to ensure the security of South
Korea, the safety of our troops, the stability
of the Asian-Pacific, and the protection of
our Nation, our friends, and our allies from
the spread of nuclear weapons.

There is a great deal at stake. We are pur-
suing our interests with resolve and steadi-
ness. We are hopeful that this development
today will be positive, and we are awaiting
further evidence.

North Korea
Q. Is it possible, or probable, that you

could know with full confidence that North
Korea has frozen its program? Is time a fac-
tor? Are you worried about the clock ticking
if they really are bent on a nuclear program?

The President. Well, the answer to the
second question is, yes, time is a factor. The
answer to the first question is, yes, we believe
we would be able to know, based on the rep-
resentations that were apparently made today
whether they have, in fact, frozen their pro-
gram while talks continue.
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