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disturbances, terrorists, and paramilitary
organizations in rear areas outside the
zone of immediate combat.

—The CWC does prohibit the use of
RCAs solely against combatants. In ad-
dition, according to the current inter-
national understanding, the CWC’s pro-
hibition on the use of RCAs as a ‘‘meth-
od of warfare’’ also precludes the use
of RCAs even for humanitarian pur-
poses in situations where combatants
and noncombatants are intermingled,
such as the rescue of downed air crews,
passengers, and escaping prisoners and
situations where civilians are being used
to mask or screen attacks. However,
were the international understanding of
this issue to change, the United States
would not consider itself bound by this
position.

Upon receiving advice and consent of the
Senate to ratification of the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention, a new Executive order out-
lining U.S. policy on the use of RCAs under
the Convention will be issued. I will also di-
rect the Office of the Secretary of Defense
to accelerate efforts to field non-chemical,
non-lethal alternatives to RCAs for use in sit-
uations where combatants and noncombat-
ants are intermingled.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 23, 1994.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Health Care Reform
June 23, 1994

Under the leadership of Chairman Ford,
the decisive action by the members of the
House Education and Labor Committee has
brought us one step closer to achieving our
goal of universal coverage: guaranteed pri-
vate insurance for every American that can
never be taken away.

Chairman Ford has had a long, distin-
guished career in Congress, and his guidance
throughout the health care reform process
and his commitment to universal coverage
will help us ensure that all Americans have
the health security they want and deserve.

With today’s action, for the first time ever,
a committee in each House of Congress has
reported a bill that guarantees universal cov-
erage. They have broken the chokehold of
special interests and, by choosing to cover
everyone, have stood up instead for millions
of hard working middle class Americans.

As we continue to move forward, and as
momentum for reform builds, this committee
action sends a clear signal to the American
people that Congress is well on its way to
making health care history this year.

Statement on Assistance to California

June 23, 1994

As earthquake recovery efforts have con-
tinued, the President’s contingency fund has
enabled our administration to respond to un-
foreseen problems. Most of the funds I am
releasing today will help small business peo-
ple in southern California who have had dif-
ficulty obtaining assistance until now.

NOTE: This statement was part of a statement by
the Press Secretary on assistance to California.

Statement on the White House
Conference on Travel and Tourism

June 23, 1994

The travel and tourism industry is one of
the unsung heroes of our economy. Your
businesses employ more than 6 million
Americans and, equally important, inter-
national tourism is one sector of our economy
that consistently generates a trade surplus.
The White House Conference on Travel and
Tourism will provide you and your colleagues
an opportunity to meet with leaders in the
executive branch and in Congress and, I
hope, to develop a shared vision, both of the
industry’s future and of the role of the indus-
try in our Nation’s future.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
press release announcing the conference.
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