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Week Ending Friday, July 1, 1994

Statement on the Death of Airmen at
Fairchild Air Force Base
June 24, 1994

I was profoundly saddened to learn tonight
of the tragic aircraft accident at Fairchild Air
Force Base, Washington, that took the lives
of four Air Force officers of the 12th Air
Combat Command. The deaths of these su-
perb airmen remind us as a nation of the
hazardous risks involved in maintaining the
readiness and proficiency of our Armed
Forces and the debt we owe our military per-
sonnel. Hillary joins me in asking all Ameri-
cans to keep the families of these distin-
guished Air Force officers and all the person-
nel of the 12th Air Combat Command in
their prayers.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Fundraiser for
Representative Richard Gephardt in
St. Louis, Missouri
June 24, 1994

Thank you so much. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you for that wonderful welcome.
It’s great to be back in St. Louis. Thank you,
August Busch, for those kind words and for
what you have done to support the work of
our administration and the people of Mis-
souri. I am delighted to be here with all of
you.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Mr. Busch for two things: first of all, for step-
ping forward last year when it would have
been easy to hang back and helping us to
build a coalition of business leaders from
both parties all across the country for the
economic plan that Congress passed to bring
the deficit down and get this economy going
again; and for the work he did that Congress-
man Gephardt mentioned, during the great
flood last year to help the Red Cross and

the Salvation Army to send drinking water
to families all across the region. That’s the
kind of thing that we depend on our great
companies to do, but it’s something we
should never take for granted but, instead,
should appreciate.

I see Congressman Costello and Congress-
man Volkmer here. We were with Congress-
man Clay earlier today. He may be here, and
Congressman Poshard. I know that Mayor
Bosley is here and your county executive,
Buzz Westfall. And I was with your Lieuten-
ant Governor, Roger Wilson, and your treas-
urer, Bob Holden, earlier today. I don’t
know, I’m sure there are many other dig-
nitaries here. But let me say that I always
love coming to Missouri. You were good to
me in the campaign of 1992. I’ve been back
here often, and I always feel at home.

This afternoon, Dick Gephardt and I were
in the Fox Park neighborhood with people
in that community who, along with the
mayor, the chief of police, and others, are
trying to take control of their destiny and
fight against crime. We heard things that
were heartbreaking, but we saw things that
were uplifting. We talked about a drug-relat-
ed killing of a 12-year-old boy, the 23d child
in the city killed this year. We heard about
a 19-year-old young man who was gunned
down with an AK–47 assault weapon, one of
the kinds that Congressman Gephardt and
I are trying to ban in this crime bill.

But we were on the platform with a young
fellow that really is an American hero to me,
a young man named Tim Hager who was se-
verely beaten in that neighborhood by
thieves when he was a teenager. He had to
have pins inserted in his hips. But he never
gave up his dream to join the Marines. And
he joined and survived basic training, which
is something in itself. And when he com-
pleted basic training, he was told after an
examination that his hips had deteriorated to
the point that he had an arthritic condition
and he would have to be mustered out.
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