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tion’s dirtiest cities. Furthermore, a greater
use of ethanol and its derivatives could help
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

I especially support the use of ETBE, a
fuel derived from ethanol, because of its spe-
cial environmental promise.

Relying on renewable fuels also presents
a major opportunity to farmers and other
members of rural communities to get to work
helping America. The rule could boost de-
mand for corn by 250 million bushels a year.

Again, I commend EPA on this important
decision to use renewable fuels to help
achieve the objectives of the Clean Air Act.
I believe our economy and our environment
can go hand in hand. This policy is good for
our environment, our public health, and our
Nation’s farmers, and that’s good for Amer-
ica.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Health Care Reform
June 30, 1994

Chairman Gibbons and the Ways and
Means Committee stepped up to their re-
sponsibility today and took a giant stride for-
ward on the road to comprehensive health
care for all Americans. I want to commend
Chairman Gibbons for his leadership and
longstanding dedication to quality health care
for every American.

The Ways and Means Committee under-
stands what the American people want. They
want universal coverage. They want shared
employer-employee responsibility. And they
want costs controlled. Others pretend that
piecemeal tinkering with the health care sys-
tem will satisfy the American people. But the
78 percent of the public that supports univer-
sal coverage knows they are wrong.

The Ways and Means Committee joins two
other committees which have approved bills
that build on the current system of work-
place-based insurance, providing quality and
affordable care for working Americans. The
real progress that is being achieved in these
committees is proving the naysayers wrong.

In a mere few weeks’ time, Congress and
the Nation have made extraordinary progress
in the fight for real health care reform. While
the special interests will continue to try and

stand in the way of history, they will not suc-
ceed. The voices of doctors, nurses, hospitals,
hundreds of thousands of large and small
businesses, and American families must and
will be heard. The Ways and Means Commit-
tee answered their call today. We must all
answer the call this year. There is no turning
back.

Statement on the Base Closure
Commission
June 30, 1994

I would like to offer, on behalf of our Na-
tion, my heartfelt thanks and appreciation for
Jim Courter’s important contributions in
leading the 1991 and 1993 base realignment
and closure reviews.

I am proud of the success of the Base Clo-
sure Commission during my administration.
The base closure process has been non-
partisan, very effective, and continues to be
of the highest importance to our efforts to
reduce unnecessary base infrastructure in
order to keep our military forces ready and
strong.

While serving as Chair to the Commission,
Mr. Courter recommended base closures and
realignments which will enable the Federal
Government to save billions of dollars over
the next several years.

I am grateful for Jim Courter’s tenacity,
hard work, and commitment to building a
stronger economy, and I wish him the very
best in his new endeavors.

Interview With Klaus Walther of
ZDF German Television
July 1, 1994

President’s Trip to Germany
Mr. Walther. Mr. President, what are

your expectations in front of the first trip to
the united Germany? You will have a speech
in front of the Brandenburg Gate; the Wall
has come down. What will your message be?

The President. Well, first of all, let me
say it’s an incredible personal honor for me
to be able to go as the first President to a
united Germany. One of the formative politi-
cal images of my childhood was seeing Presi-
dent Kennedy stand there in Berlin at the

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:22 May 19, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00040 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P26JN4.030 INET03



1391Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / July 1

Wall and give his speech. So, for all of us
in America, it’s been a source of great joy
to see the Wall come down and to see what
is happening now in Germany.

My message will be that we’ve torn down
the walls, but now we have to build the
bridges. We have to unite Europe, and we
have to move forward on security issues, on
economic issues to make a better world.

U.S. Military in Germany

Mr. Walther. What will be the signifi-
cance of the remaining troops in Germany
for the future?

The President. I think it’s quite impor-
tant. I think it’s a statement that the United
States puts great importance on our relation-
ship with Europe, with NATO, and with Ger-
many, especially, and that we have a common
security future with NATO.

One of the great successes, I think, of the
last year has been the Partnership For Peace,
the establishment of cooperative relation-
ships between NATO and now 21 other
countries, 19 from the former Communist
bloc and Sweden and Finland. So this is a
very exciting time, I think, and the United
States, as long as Europe wants to be our
partner, should maintain that partnership
and should stay in Europe.

German-U.S. Relationship

Mr. Walther. Let me return to Germany.
Is Germany still the most important ally of
the United States?

The President. Germany is a critically im-
portant ally, always has been, certainly since
the end of the Second World War. And I
think if you look to the future, the kinds of
things we have to work together on, the way
our interests tend to converge and the way
we see the world, the relationship I have en-
joyed with Chancellor Kohl, all the things we
work together on, Russian aid, international
peacekeeping, a whole range of issues, trying
to find a solution in Bosnia, the German peo-
ple and the American people and their Gov-
ernments need to work very, very closely to-
gether, not only for the well-being of Europe
but indeed for the entire world.

U.S. Aid
Mr. Walther. America is the last remain-

ing world power, and there is more aid nec-
essary than first expected to build up the
East. Is the United States willing to increase
their contributions for the East, because Ger-
many and Europe, they have spent billions
of dollars?

The President. Yes. I think we should do
more, and we will. There is a limit to how
much we can do. We’ve been very active in
Russia and in other republics of the former
Soviet Union. And we are trying to maintain
a very vigorous international defense posture
as a superpower in the cause of peace. And
of course, that costs a lot of money. But I
do believe in Central and Eastern Europe,
we should be more active, and we will be.
There are limits to what we can do, but we
will be more active.

Eastern European Elections
Mr. Walther. Talking about peace, does

it bother you that the old powers in the
former Eastern bloc countries are getting
back into power again?

The President. Well, it depends on what
they do. I mean, change is difficult. And the
changes that a lot of those former Com-
munist countries are going through are quite
painful. And I think it is only predictable that
from time to time the election results will
vary, depending upon the mood of the peo-
ple, the level of personal security they feel,
the level of results being achieved. That is
inevitable.

And as long as there is a continued com-
mitment to openness and democracy and
human rights and to working with the West,
I don’t think we can be deterred from our
policies by particular elections. After all, you
know, none of us always agree with the out-
come of every election in our own countries.

Bosnia and the United Nations.
Mr. Walther. Mr. President, your admin-

istration started to solve a lot of international
crises through the United Nations. The strat-
egy failed, obviously, in Bosnia. When is U.S.
unilateral action in the future appropriate or
necessary?

The President. I don’t know that—first
of all, I don’t know that it has failed in Bosnia.
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It has not yet succeeded. That is, keep in
mind, there has been an agreement between
the Croatians and the Muslims. It is function-
ing. It has stabilized a lot of the country.
There has been much more peace and less
slaughter around Sarajevo and some of the
other safe areas. So I think the United Na-
tions, the United States working with the
U.N. and working through NATO has done
a lot there to improve the situation. And of
course, we hope that the contact group will
come up with a map that will result in a peace
settlement.

If you ask me the question, will the United
States continue to work through the United
Nations, the answer to that is yes, wherever
we can. But we must be in a position to act
alone when our own vital interests are at
stake. That’s what we did, for example, when
I received proof that there had been an at-
tempt to assassinate former President Bush
in Iraq. But I wouldn’t give up on the U.N.
yet or on multilateral efforts. I still think
there’s a great deal that can be done there.
I also think you’re going to see variations of
that. Look at Rwanda, where the French got,
in effect, permission of the U.N. to lead in
an area where they had an historic interest
and historic ties. So I think we will be finding
new ways for international cooperation for
quite some years yet.

Mr. Walther. Talking about United Na-
tions, would you support Germany to be a
member on the Security Council?

The President. Yes. I have been publicly
supportive of that for almost 3 years now.

NATO
Mr. Walther. You talked about NATO,

Mr. President. How do you envision NATO’s
future? There’s no more threat coming from
the East, and how do you envision NATO’s
future?

The President. Well, right now what
we’re doing is using NATO to try to build
a united Europe from a security point of view
and to be available to take actions in Europe
out of NATO’s area. That’s really the signifi-
cance of what has happened in Bosnia, where
the NATO planes have been involved in en-
forcing the no-fly zone and trying to enforce
the safe area, where NATO planes can be

called in if needed to try to preserve agree-
ments and make sure both sides adhere to
them. And I don’t think there’s any question
that NATO has made a contribution to the
progress that has been made in Bosnia.

And the NATO Partnership For Peace is
the most important thing we’ve done in the
last several years, because it gives us the
chance to have a united Europe, the chance,
really, for the first time since nation states
were in existence in Europe.

So that’s what I see. I think NATO should
be working on integrating Europe from a se-
curity point of view; toward looking toward
expanding its membership to other countries
as appropriate; and toward the use of coordi-
nated action, military capacity, outside its
area of membership but within Europe.

Middle East Peace Process

Mr. Walther. Mr. President, today Mr.
Arafat is visiting the Gaza Strip. Is this a mile-
stone in the development in the Middle
East?

The President. Yes, it’s a very important
trip because it symbolizes what has hap-
pened, which is that the Palestinians are be-
ginning to have control over their own lives
and affairs. It is a tribute to the courage of
the Israelis and the Palestinians and to their
leaders, to Mr. Arafat and to Prime Minister
Rabin. And it’s also a tribute to the peace
process in which the United States, as you
know, has been very actively involved.

The only way to settle the peace problems
in the Middle East is to continue the peace
process. I saw King Hussein just last week.
We are in close touch with President Asad.
We are working with Lebanon. We are hop-
ing for a comprehensive peace in the Middle
East. And I hope this trip today will show
that peace can be achieved and what a good
thing it will be.

NOTE: The interview began at 12:10 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.
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Letter to Members of Congress on
Health Care Reform
July 1, 1994

Dear llllll:
As you leave to celebrate the Fourth of

July after weeks of hard work, I wanted to
point out what a remarkable week this has
been on health care. When Congress returns
after the recess, you will have the opportunity
to vote to provide guaranteed health cov-
erage to every American.

The Committees have been hard at work,
and for the first time ever bills guaranteeing
universal coverage will be ready to go to the
floor. We can make history in the month
ahead if we listen to the American people.

Look at the events of this week—
• A Washington Post/ABC poll reports

that 78% of Americans support univer-
sal coverage; 72% support employer re-
sponsibility; and 75% support cost con-
tainment. The public knows what the
health care debate is about.

• The deans of over 70 of our most pres-
tigious medical schools announced their
support for universal coverage.

• The Small Business Coalition for Health
Care Reform, which supports universal
coverage and employer responsibility,
announced they have over 625,000
small business members, making it the
largest small business coalition in the
country, with more members than the
National Federation of Independent
Business.

• More than 100 big businesses, including
28 of the Fortune 100, have announced
their support for universal coverage and
employer responsibility.

• The American Medical Association, in
a full page newspaper ad, added its
voice to that of other physician groups,
nurses and other providers urging Con-
gress to pass universal coverage and em-
ployer responsibility.

• The Wall Street Journal on June 27 re-
ported that the percentage of adults
who work but have no public or private
health insurance has risen to 17.5% in
1992 from 15.3% in 1988.

We will have the opportunity to give the
American people what they need and want,

and to give the American economy what it
needs—guaranteed private insurance for
every American.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Members of
the 103d Congress.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 25
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

and Chelsea Clinton traveled to Camp
David, MD.

June 26
In the evening, the President and Hillary

and Chelsea Clinton returned from Camp
David, MD.

June 27
In the late afternoon, the President trav-

eled to New York City where he attended
a Democratic National Committee Presi-
dential Dinner at the St. Regis Hotel. He
returned to Washington, DC, in the evening.

June 28
The White House announced that a Presi-

dential delegation will travel to Vietnam on
July 1 to 4, and to Laos on July 4 to 5, to
press for further progress from Vietnam on
unresolved POW/MIA issues.

June 29
The Presidential announced his intention

to nominate Elizabeth Anne Moler to serve
as Commissioner of the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Harvey G. Ryland to be Deputy
Director of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.
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