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Interview With Tomasz Lis of Polish
Television
July 1, 1994

Poland-U.S. Relations
Mr. Lis. Mr. President, what is the most

important message you would like to bring
to Poland?

The President. That the United States
and Poland are bound together, our futures
are bound together; we’re bound together by
affection, by family ties, by our comradeship
in World War II, and by our devotion to the
constitutional idea of government, but that
we have a very important future, and we
need to build that future together.

NATO and the Partnership For Peace
Mr. Lis. In January in Prague, you said

that there was no question if NATO should
be expanded, the only question was when
and how. Could you make that step forward
and say when and how?

The President. Well, first of all, I have
to make sure there is an agreement among
the NATO members about what exactly the
standards should be and the timetable. And
they haven’t all agreed. But I do want to
make it clear that, in my view, NATO will
be expanded, that it should be expanded, and
that it should be expanded as a way of
strengthening security and not conditioned
on events in any other country or some new
threat arising to NATO.

The Partnership For Peace is actually ex-
ceeding my hopes for its success. We now
have 21 countries signed up, 19 who were
in the former Communist bloc and Sweden
and Finland. And we are going to hold our
first exercises, as you know, in Poland, which
I hope will send a message about how impor-
tant I think Poland is to the future security
of Europe and our future alliance.

Mr. Lis. But will you give Poland and
other Eastern European countries a clear
timetable for becoming full members of
NATO? Because maybe that’s the only way
to——

The President. I think that a timetable
should be developed, but I can’t do that
alone. NATO is an alliance. There are many
partners in it, and we have to discuss that

among ourselves and to reach agreement on
exactly how this staging should be done.

Last year—or earlier this year when I met
with the NATO members, they felt very
strongly that we should first have these exer-
cises, these Partnership For Peace exercises,
and we should gauge the nature of our secu-
rity cooperation with all of the people in the
Partnership and then see which people in the
Partnership really wanted to become mem-
bers and who was ready and then come back
and meet and determine what the standards
should be. So I think that probably won’t be
done until sometime next year, because of
the feeling of all the NATO members about
it.

Russia
Mr. Lis. What can the United States do

to promote friendly links with Russia and,
on the other hand, to enhance Poland’s and
Central Europe’s security?

The President. I think we’re doing both
those things now. I think we can promote
our friendship with Russia by working to de-
velop Russia, by helping to diffuse our ten-
sions. Our nuclear weapons are no longer
pointed at each other, for the first time since
the end of World War II. We are working
together to try to solve the conflict in Bosnia.
So I think in all those ways we can work to-
gether. We have a commission between the
Prime Minister of Russia and our Vice Presi-
dent working on matters of defense conver-
sion and environmental technology and en-
ergy and things of that kind. So we have a
good, broad-based relationship with Russia.

But we have to pursue independently our
relationships with Poland, with Central and
Eastern Europe. And I think that the security
issue is one; that’s why we pushed so hard
for the Partnership For Peace. Also our eco-
nomic issue is another where we have—the
United States provides, I think, about 44 per-
cent of total outside investment in Poland.
And we know we need to do more in Central
and Eastern Europe than we have done, and
we will do more. There are limits to what
we can do, but we will do more. I think we
have to pursue that totally independently of
our growing relationship with Russia.

Mr. Lis. But Mr. President, you have a
vision of an undivided, integrated Europe.
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The President. I do.
Mr. Lis. And don’t you think that your

vision is against what we often hear from
Russian politicians about so-called—doubts,
influence—about the Russian opposition to
expansion of NATO to Central Europe?

The President. You hear some of that. But
we also have to look at what is happening.
I mean, Russian troops have withdrawn from
Lithuania. Russian troops are, I think, about
to withdraw from Latvia. We’ve worked out
most of the issues on that. There are some
minority rights issues to be worked out in
Estonia, but I think that will occur. I think
you’ll have all the Baltics free, independent,
and without foreign troops on their soil pretty
soon, and the Russians have been pretty con-
sistent in supporting that.

I also believe that—keep in mind, condi-
tions of membership in things like Partner-
ship For Peace, which Russia has also joined,
involve respecting one another’s territorial
boundaries. And in terms of Russia’s exercise
of influence outside its borders, at least in
Bosnia I would have to say so far it’s been
a positive thing for the cause of peace, not
a negative thing.

So we have to judge people not only by
the words they use and the way they use
them but also by what they do. And so far,
I would say there will be tensions and dis-
agreements from time to time, but I believe
we can have a united Europe with a respon-
sible, strong Russia, and we are going to work
for that.

Mr. Lis. What do you think about an idea
of expanding NATO and, at the same time,
signing a special treaty between such an ex-
panding NATO and Russia, a treaty that
would confirm Russia’s status as a major
power and a friendly one?

The President. I don’t know, I haven’t
thought of it in exactly those terms. I think
that that’s where Russia is right now. Right
now, it’s a major power and a friendly one.
And I think that what we want to do is to
try to work through our differences and find
new ways we can cooperate. And that’s an
interesting suggestion you made, but I
haven’t had time to think it through, so I
can’t comment on it.

Poland-U.S. Trade

Mr. Lis. And Mr. President, what about
economic partnership? Your administration
stresses very often that such a partnership
should be based more on trade than aid. But
what can the United States do now to ease
Polish exports to your country?

The President. That’s one of the things
I want to talk with President Walesa about
when I’m in Poland and when I have the
chance to meet with other leaders of Poland,
what we can do to accelerate economic de-
velopment and what we can do to help cush-
ion the pain of all these changes.

Your country last year had the highest
growth rate in all of Europe, 4 percent. And
I believe that the potential is very great there.
So I want to think about that because even
if we lower our barriers to Polish products
and services, because of the distances be-
tween our two countries and because of the
pattern of commercial relationships that de-
veloped during the cold war period, that may
not be enough. So I want to see what else
we can do to accelerate trade and investment
as well as certain specific aid programs. And
I will be bringing some specific suggestions
and offers to Poland that I hope will bear
some fruit.

Mr. Lis. I would like to ask you about it,
because we hear about a new, very interest-
ing program of U.S.-Polish cooperation con-
cerning social issues, a program that you’re
going to present in Warsaw. Could you reveal
at least some details of that program?

The President. I think it’s only appro-
priate that I speak, really, to your representa-
tives of your people and your government
first. But I just think the United States should
do what it can to help countries that have
been brave and courageous as the Polish peo-
ple have always been but very brave in going
through this period of reform, not only to
continue to grow economically but to deal
with the social tensions that come from this
sort of dramatic transformation. And we will
be talking about that in Poland. But I don’t—
I think I had better wait until I go there and
talk to your leaders about it first.

Mr. Lis. It was said for the first time in
February by U.S. officials that Poland is one
of 10 big emerging markets in the world.
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What does it mean? What does that state-
ment, that opinion mean in practice?

The President. We identified, as you
know, Mexico, Brazil, India, China, Hong
Kong, Taiwan—that cluster—Poland, Argen-
tina, a number of other countries, Turkey,
Indonesia—that’s not quite all, but that’s
close—countries that we see as having a very
bright future, having a substantial popu-
lation, a diversified, strong economy, and the
ability to grow into major trading powers.
And what that means is that over the next
several years the United States, focusing on
our Department of Commerce and our other
agencies involved in trade and development,
will make extraordinary efforts to promote
American investment, to promote American
trade, the selling of our products abroad, and
to promote more purchases by Americans of
products coming out of those countries.

And what we’re trying to do is to say not
what does the world look like this year and
next year but what might the world look like
in 10 years or 15 years or 20 years. And the
10 nations on that list we believe will be
major, major factors in the global economy.
And the United States, for its own interests
as well as for the interests of the world, must
be heavily involved with them. And Poland
is a very important part of that strategy.

World Cup Soccer
Mr. Lis. Mr. President, the last question.

I have to go back to the question which was
asked by my friend from Germany: What is
your prediction about the score of the game
between the United States and Brazil on the
Fourth of July?

The President. Well, obviously Brazil will
be heavily favored. But I think we have a
chance to win. I mean, after all it’s our Inde-
pendence Day and we—it’s the first time
we’ve ever been in the second round, and
our people have played very well. In two of
their three games they have exceeded expec-
tations dramatically. So I wouldn’t count the
United States out.

Mr. Lis. Thank you very much, Mr. Presi-
dent.

NOTE: The interview began at 12:34 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House and was embar-
goed for release by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary until July 5.

Interview With the Polish Media
July 1, 1994

NATO and the Partnership For Peace
Q. You won’t mind if I will read. My

English is not as good as yours, so that’s a
great help for me.

Mr. President, the Polish people would
like to join the NATO alliance, not just par-
ticipate in the so-called Partnership For
Peace. What is your intention for the future
or for Poland?

The President. Well, my intention is to
support an expansion of NATO. But in order
to expand NATO we have to get agreement
from all the members of NATO about when
to expand and how to expand.

I can say this: The expansion of NATO
is not dependent on any bad developments
in Russia or anyplace else, and nobody has
a veto over the expansion of NATO. But last
year when I raised this question with the
other NATO members, there was a strong
feeling that we weren’t yet ready to expand
NATO but that we had to do something to
try to create a better security environment
in all of Central and Eastern Europe. And
so the decision was made to launch the Part-
nership For Peace that was our idea, the
United States idea, to try to get all the nations
of Europe who would join to agree to do
joint military exercises and to promise to re-
spect one another’s borders.

Now 19 countries that were formerly in
the Soviet bloc or the Warsaw Pact countries
and formerly Soviet Union countries, plus
Sweden and Finland have all agreed to join.
And we will be having our first military exer-
cises in Poland later this year. So the security
of Poland is very important to me personally
and to all the NATO countries. And the his-
tory of Poland is very much on our mind.
But I think that the Polish people should feel
very good about the rapid acceptance of Part-
nership For Peace, the fact that the first mili-
tary exercises will be in Poland, and the fact
that we are committed to the expansion of
NATO.

But after such a long time—NATO, after
all, has existed for, well, more than four dec-
ades—I think it’s just taking a while for the
NATO members to decide exactly how mem-
bership should be expanded. Meanwhile, I
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