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economically and in its common support for
democracy and freedom and territorial integ-
rity.

These things are important to the United
States for many reasons. We are on our own
journey of renewal at home. But we know
that in the end, our success depends upon
your success. We seek to be free in a world
more free. We know to be prosperous, the
world must be more prosperous. We know
to be secure, those who believe in the things
that we believe in must also be secure.

So tonight, I urge the people of Poland
to take pride in your achievements and not
to lose hope. The road to the future is not
smooth, but you have known difficulties in
the past far greater. The United States will
stand with you. Our partnership will grow,
and Poland will triumph.

And so I raise my glass, Mr. President, in
a toast to you and Mrs. Walesa and to the
people of Poland.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 p.m. at the
Presidential Palace. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Address to the Polish Parliament in
Warsaw
July 7, 1994

Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mr.
Prime Minister, Marshal Oleksy, Mr. Speak-
ers, and representatives of the people of Po-
land: I am honored to stand before you today
in this chamber, at the heart of Poland’s de-
mocracy. I know that you have extended your
session in order to hear me today, and I am
very grateful for your hospitality.

We gather today to honor a friendship that
is as old as my Nation. And we honor ties
that grow stronger every day. We admire the
contributions that Polish-Americans, millions
of them, have made and are making to our
Nation’s strength. And we celebrate the cul-
tural ties that bind our peoples. But at this
moment of decision in history, in this time
of renewal for Poland and for the United
States, Poland has come to mean something
even greater, for your success is crucial to
democracy’s future in Central and Eastern
Europe, and indeed, all across the globe.

It has been said that if it were not for the
people of Poland, democracy might have per-
ished on the continent of Europe a half-cen-
tury ago. For it was the Polish mathemati-
cians from the laboratories of Poznan who
broke the secrets of the Enigma Code, what
Winston Churchill called the most important
weapon against Hitler and his armies. It was
these code-breakers who made possible the
great Allied landings at Normandy, when
American, English, French, Canadian, and
yes, Free Polish forces joined together to lib-
erate this continent, to destroy one terrible
tyranny that darkened our century.

Yet, alone among the great Allied armies
who fought in Normandy, the Poles did not
return to a liberated land. Your fathers in-
stead returned to a nation that had been laid
waste by its invaders. Then one would-be
conqueror gave way to another, and an Iron
Curtain fell across your borders, a second
foreign tyranny gripped your people and your
land.

It was here in Poland that all those who
believe communism could not stand, first
found their hopes fulfilled; here that you
began to hammer on the Iron Curtain and
force the first signs of rust to appear; here
that brave men and women, workers and citi-
zens, led by Solidarnosc, understood that nei-
ther consciousness nor economics can be or-
dered from above; here that you showed the
peoples of Central and Eastern Europe that
with hearts and hands alone, democracy
could triumph.

But I come here today not simply to recall
the events of 50 years past or even to rejoice
at those of 5 years ago, for others have done
that and done it very well. Instead, I come
to the heart of a new, democratic Central
Europe to look ahead, to speak of how we
can reverse the legacies of stagnation and op-
pression, of fear and division; how we can
eradicate the artificial lines through Europe’s
heartland imposed by half a century of divi-
sion, and how we can help chart a course
toward an integrated Europe of sovereign
free nations.

The challenges our generation faces are
different from those our parents faced. They
are problems that in many cases lack pressing
drama. They require quiet and careful solu-
tions. They will not yield easily. And if we
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meet them well, our reward will not be stun-
ning moments of glory but gradual and real
improvement in the lives of our people.

We must find the will to unite around
these opportunities of peace as previous gen-
erations have united against war’s life-or-
death threats and oppression’s fatal grip. To
the courage that enables men and women
to drop behind enemy lines, face down rum-
bling tanks, or advance freedom’s cause un-
derground, we must add a new civil courage:
the energy and optimism and patience to
move forward through peaceful but hard and
rapidly changing times.

Our course must be guided by three prin-
ciples: supporting democracy, advancing free
markets, and meeting new security chal-
lenges. Half a century after our fathers beat
tyranny into submission and half a decade
after the Soviet empire collapsed, the voices
of violence and militant nationalism can once
again be heard. Would-be dictators and fiery
demagogs live among us in the East and in
the West, promoting ethnic and racial hatred,
promoting religious divisions and anti-semi-
tism and aggressive nationalism. To be sure,
they are weak imitators of Hitler and Stalin,
yet we dare not underestimate the danger
they pose. For they feed on fear, despair,
and confusion. They darken our road and
challenge our achievements.

In this fight, democracy remains our indis-
pensable ally. For democracy checks the am-
bitions of would-be tyrants and aggressors.
It nurtures civil society and respect for
human rights and the habits of simple toler-
ance. Its progress is slow and uneven, and
as you doubtless know in this chamber, occa-
sionally frustrating. But it cements economic
reforms and security cooperation. And it of-
fers once-captive peoples the opportunity to
shape their own future.

Five years ago, your nation seized that op-
portunity. Discarding dictatorship and a
failed command economy that was imposed
upon your nation, you stepped into the un-
known and started to build a free market
economy. Doubters said that it couldn’t be
done, but the Polish people have proved
those naysayers wrong. Poland’s reforms are
working. You are beginning to win the strug-
gle for economic transformation. You have
ended hyperinflation, stabilized your cur-

rency, privatized enterprises that drive
growth, and doubled your exports. You have
proved that free people need not wait for
the state to tell them what to do. You have
demonstrated an entrepreneurial talent that
generates one of Europe’s highest growth
rates.

But we must be sober and honest in our
judgment. When you began this process the
old Communist economic system was already
collapsing. You knew then your journey
would be difficult at best. And although many
Poles are prospering today, many others have
lost their jobs through no fault of their own,
and their hardships abound. In a time like
this it is easy to focus on that pain, not on
the promise of reform.

My message today to the people of Poland
and to all the people of Central and Eastern
Europe is simple and direct: Free markets
and democracy remain the only proven path
to prosperity and to peace. You must hold
hard to those tracks. Sustain the civil courage
that has brought you so far so fast, and do
not give up or turn back. You will not be
alone.

The United States has stood with you since
you began to build the modern economy, and
we stand with you now. America is the num-
ber one investor in Poland, with $1.2 billion
already in place and much more on the way.
The American people are proud to have sup-
ported Poland as you have put tens of thou-
sands of your people to work, created thou-
sands of new enterprises, and begun to free
your economy from its inherited burden of
debt.

Today we are announcing new initiatives
that will pump hundreds of millions of dollars
into the Polish economy. For example, our
Government, along with some of our Na-
tion’s largest labor unions, has established a
$65 million Polish Partners Fund to promote
new investments in business. We are also
working to quicken the speed of privatiza-
tion, to assist people in finding new jobs and
housing, to help protect your citizens from
the economic pirates of organized crime.

Taken together, these goals—hopeful citi-
zens, thriving entrepreneurs, new invest-
ments and expanded trade—are the future
pillars of a prosperous, reformed Poland.
Economic reform and democracy, though
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important, however, will only flourish if the
free peoples of Central and Eastern Europe
are also secure.

In moving to guarantee its own security,
Poland has indeed become a model for the
other nations of Central and Eastern Europe.
Your decisions to establish good relations
with Russia, Ukraine, Germany, and Lithua-
nia are shining examples of the potential for
peace that the new Europe provides. At this
moment, in fact, Poland faces what may fairly
be described as its best prospects for peace
and security in 350 years. And yet, as you
have taught us, we must not forget the les-
sons of history. There appears to be no im-
mediate or short-term threat to Polish sov-
ereignty, but history and geography caution
us not to take this moment for granted.

When my administration began, I stressed
that Poland’s security and the security of all
democratic nations in the region is important
to the United States. In January of last year,
when I visited Prague and met with the heads
of the Visegrad nations, I learned a Polish
phrase: Nic o nas bez nas, ‘‘Nothing about
us, without us.’’ That phrase echoes in my
mind today as we solidify and search for a
new security arrangement in Europe. Be-
cause the simple fact is that Poland should
never again have its fate decided for it by
others. No democracy in the region should
ever be consigned to a gray area or a buffer
zone. And no country should have the right
to veto, compromise, or threaten democratic
Poland’s or any other democracy’s integra-
tion into Western institutions, including
those that ensure security.

I know that these are ambitious goals, but
history has given us a rare opportunity, the
opportunity to join together and to form a
new, integrated Europe of sovereign nations,
a continent where democracy and free mar-
kets know no borders, but where nations can
rest easy that their own borders will always
be secure. This is the vision behind the Part-
nership For Peace.

Twenty-one nations have now jointed that
Partnership since we began it, and they are
already moving to fulfill the dream of a uni-
fied and peaceful Europe. They have sworn
not only to pursue democracy but also to re-
spect each other’s sovereignty and borders.
They are moving along a course that is both

visionary and realistic, working for the best
while always preparing for the worst.

Poland, as all of you know, has taken a
leading role in the Partnership For Peace,
and I am proud and pleased that some 2
months from now your nation will host the
first Partnership exercise on the territory of
a former Warsaw Pact state. For the first
time since 1945 Polish and American troops,
troops that once faced each other across the
Iron Curtain, will train together on the plains
of Europe.

The United States recognizes that full par-
ticipation in the Partnership requires re-
sources. And I am pleased to announce today
that I will ask our Congress to designate $100
million, effective in the fall of next year, to
help America’s new democratic partners
work with us to advance the Partnership For
Peace’s goals. In response to your nation’s
demonstrated commitment to security and
democracy, I will ask that fully one-fourth
of that money, $25 million, be directed to
Poland.

But the Partnership For Peace is only a
beginning. Bringing new members into
NATO, as I have said many times, is no
longer a question of whether, but when and
how. And that expansion will not depend
upon the appearance of a new threat in Eu-
rope. It will be an instrument to advance se-
curity and stability for the entire region. We
are working with you in the Partnership For
Peace in part because the United States be-
lieves that when NATO does expand, as it
will, a democratic Poland will have placed
itself among those ready and able to join. The
Partnership For Peace and planning for
NATO’s future mean that we will not let the
Iron Curtain be replaced with a veil of indif-
ference.

I have learned another Polish phrase
which, even in my tortured accent, well de-
scribes our goal for a more secure, demo-
cratic, and prosperous Poland: Rowni z
rownymi, wolni z wolnymi, ‘‘Equal among
equals, free with the free.’’ It is time to bring
that phrase to life.

Here in the middle of the rebuilt city of
Warsaw, we are reminded that the Polish
people have always fought for that right. Fifty
years ago this month, the Polish home army
was planning the greatest urban uprising of
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this century. On August 1st, Polish heroes
seized much of their city preparing for libera-
tion. The uprising ended in ruin. Some of
the heroes perished; others escaped. Yet
amidst the flame and the rubble, a lone radio
signal could be heard in the West: ‘‘Immortal
is the nation that can muster such universal
heroism,’’ came the broadcast from Warsaw,
‘‘for those who have died have conquered,
and those who live on with fight on, will con-
quer and again bear witness that Poland lives
while the Poles live.’’

Here in the heart of a free Poland, you
can hear the echoes of that broadcast today.
So now let us summon the civil courage that
will keep your nation forever free.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at the
Parliament Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Jozef Oleksy, Marshal of the Polish Parliament.

Remarks at the Children’s Memorial
in Warsaw
July 7, 1994

The President. Thank you very much,
Ryszard Paclawski, Adam Bielaczki. And to
Magda Kierszniewska, didn’t she do a good
job? Let’s give her another hand. [Applause]

We are gathered at the wall of an old city
to honor a people whose love of freedom is
forever young. Fifty years ago a heroic chap-
ter of history was written here, a chapter
stained with the blood of war but brightened
by the enduring power of the human spirit.
Next month you will honor that spirit by
marking the 50th anniversary of the Warsaw
Uprising. And I am pleased to say that the
Vice President of the United States, Al Gore,
will be here with you in August, just as I
am today.

The seeds of rebirth that are now flower-
ing across this wonderful country were plant-
ed a half-century ago. When the brave Poles
took up arms against Hitler’s tyranny in the
summer of 1944, Warsaw was on the verge
of total destruction. For 63 days, Polish men,
women, and children struggled against the
Nazis. For 63 days they faced the tanks, ma-
chine guns, and bombers with courage and
faith and solidarity. Two hundred thousand

of them died. And this beloved city seemed
beyond salvation.

I have seen photographs of Warsaw at the
end of the war. An exquisite city that took
six centuries to build was razed to the ground
in 2 monstrous months. The statue of King
Zigmund was toppled from its base, an ele-
gant column literally blown to bits. The ma-
jestic arches of St. John’s Cathedral were bat-
tered until only a skeleton remained. The
Old City marketplace was obliterated.

No one sacrificed more than the children.
The statue behind me honors the children
of the Warsaw Uprising. The terror of war
took their innocence. Their childhoods were
buried in the rubble. Young girls braved snip-
er fire to deliver messages for the Resistance,
and the Szare Szeregi, the Young Scouts,
faced the frontlines of battle.

Thousands of children witnessed the un-
imaginable. One boy was 8 years old when
the bombs began raining down, when the
Nazi planes destroyed the building where he
lived, when his family courtyard was turned
into a graveyard for his neighbors. But that
little boy survived. He never forgot Warsaw,
and he never gave up trying to give meaning
to the tragedy. Today, that little boy is the
highest ranking military officer in the United
States of America, General John
Shalikashvili, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, who has dedicated his life to the
fight for peace and freedom.

His life, like the lives of so many other
children of Warsaw, teaches us what Poland
taught the world: out of the wreckage of op-
pression can grow the redeeming spirit of
freedom. Some of those other children, now
grown, are with us today. Let us thank them
all for that profound lesson. [Applause]

Sometimes in life, we do not realize the
good we have done. Fifty years ago, the he-
roes of Warsaw seemed defeated. Fifty years
later, we know the Polish spirit did not die
in the ruins. Sometimes what seems to be
the final chapter in history is but one sad
page of an unfinished and triumphant story.

The Polish people never gave in to the
shadow of despair. They found strength
through the light cast for the uprising, and
after the war the survivors returned to the
ruins. Brick by brick, with cold and tired
hands, they rebuilt this city. Day by day, they
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