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We have this Catholic Health Association
study which shows conclusively that if you
just try to do insurance reforms you could
wind up with higher rates for middle class
people at lower levels of coverage. That is
the essence. But let’s do something that
works for ordinary Americans.

Q. But 95 percent would still leave mil-
lions of Americans uninsured, and don’t you
have the same problem then if they are unin-
sured that there will be the cost shifting that
you ——

The President. No one ever talked about
a law. There’s never been a suggestion that
we have a law which would set that as a goal.
That number only came up in the context
of the so-called trigger bill. Nobody did that.
And no one has yet found a way to do that
without a law that says ‘‘universal coverage.’’
The point I made yesterday is we have uni-
versal social security, but about 2 percent
somehow don’t get covered. We have univer-
sal school attendance laws in every State in
the country, but there are always a couple
of percent of the people that fall through the
cracks. [Inaudible]—write it into law to get
this.

Q. Are you sorry ——
The President. No. I’m sorry that after

all my skills and efforts at communicating,
the point I really made yesterday somehow
didn’t get through, which is that we now have
the evidence of the States and another study
which shows that the opposing bills, the alter-
native bills, will not work. That is the issue.
We must do something that works.

Q. Are you considering working through
August, September, October?

The Vice President. Why are you inter-
ested, Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press
International]? [Laughter]

The President. Let me just say this. I’m
sure—Senator Dole offered that yesterday,
and I would gladly accept. Of course, I’m
sure it’s not just up to him and to me. But
I think it’s worth it for the American people
to get a good health bill.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President-Elect Ernesto Perez
Balladares of Panama and an
Exchange With Reporters
July 20, 1994

President Clinton. First, I’d like to wel-
come the President-elect of Panama and con-
gratulate Mr. Perez Balladares on his elec-
tion and on the successful democratic transi-
tion in Panama. I also want to thank him for
his interest in the Summit of the Americas
and his interest in exercising a leadership role
in helping us to work on money laundering,
drug trafficking, and a lot of the international
criminal problems that we face together. And
finally I’d like to thank him for his willingness
to help us to establish some safe havens for
people who are leaving Haiti. All these
things, I think, augur well for his strong lead-
ership not only within Panama but through-
out the hemisphere, and I’m looking forward
to this meeting.

Haiti
Q. Mr. President, Congressman Richard-

son is saying that General Cédras is not in-
transigent, that he’s realistic, indeed, that he
wants to talk; whereas William Gray is saying
time for talking is over, there’s nothing to
talk about except ‘‘When are you going to
leave?’’ Who do you agree with, if either of
them? And should the U.S. be talking to
Cédras?

President Clinton. You have to ask Mr.
Gray about that. But the issue is, if he wants
to talk about when he’s going to leave, then
I’m sure that somebody would talk to him.
But they have usurped power. They agreed
to go in the Governors Island Agreement,
Mr. Cédras and the others; they have not
gone, and they must go. That’s our position.

Q. Is Panama now offering safe havens for
Haitian refugees?

President-elect Perez Balladares. Well,
as you know, in a democracy there is only
one President at a time. We’re willing to co-
operate because we think it’s a hemispheric
duty to bring about democracy in Haiti and
also because we think it’s humanitarian.
Therefore yes, we would be inclined after
September 1st, when I start my term, to work
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some agreement together to bring these two
objectives into fruition.

Q. What about the October deadline that
Mr. Gray was talking about? Mr. Gray
seemed to be indicating that there was a
deadline. Is there a——

President Clinton. We don’t have a spe-
cific deadline. What he said was that he ex-
pected that democracy would be returned to
Haiti before the end of the year but that our
policy has no specific deadline.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Panama
President Clinton. Let me say to all of

you, I want to welcome the President-elect
of Panama here and congratulate Mr. Perez
Balladares on his election victory and on the
successful transition to democracy and to ex-
press my appreciation for his interest in exer-
cising a leadership role at the Summit of the
Americas, which will be held at the end of
this year in Miami, and particularly his inter-
est in the whole question of doing more in
a cooperative way on the problems of money
laundering and drug trafficking. I think that
there are many things we can do together.
I am very encouraged about the possibility
of a genuine partnership, and I’m looking for-
ward to our first meeting.

Haiti
Q. Mr. President, the situation in Panama,

people are concerned about the Haiti situa-
tion, which Panama later on may be getting
involved in that. What is the position of the
Government in terms of that?

President Clinton. Well, we are, as you
know, determined to see that the people who
have illegally taken power in Haiti leave
there. They agreed to leave last year. They
broke their agreement, and we are pushing
forward at the United Nations and in con-
sultation with our allies and the friends of
democracy throughout the Caribbean and
Central America and South America to fur-
ther that goal. And we’ll do what we can to
keep pushing it. We have strong sanctions
in effect now, and we’re going forward.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Raoul Cédras, leader of the Haitian
military. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on the 25th Anniversary of
the Apollo 11 Moon Landing
July 20, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
Members of Congress, veterans of the Apollo
program, the friends of the space program
in America, and most of all, to those whom
we honor here today.

Just a day before he died, President Ken-
nedy compared our space program to a boy
who comes upon a wall in an orchard. The
wall is tall. It looks insurmountable, but the
boy is curious about what lies on the other
side. So he throws his cap over the wall, and
then he has no choice but to go after it.

Twenty-five years ago today, our Nation,
represented by these three brave men, made
that climb. And so, today we are gathered
to celebrate their voyage and, I honestly
hope, to recommit ourselves to their spirit
of discovery. Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong,
Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins were our
guides for the wondrous, the unimaginable
at that time, the true handiwork of God. They
realized the dreams of a nation. They fulfilled
an American destiny. They taught us that
nothing is impossible if we set our sights high
enough.

Today we’re honored to have them and
all the other Apollo astronauts who are here
with us. For every American who followed
your journey, especially for those of us who
were young on that fateful day 25 years ago,
and for the young Americans who still dream
dreams of a future in space, we thank you
all.

Looking back on that mission, one thing
is clear that we ought to remember today.
It wasn’t easy. The ship to the heavens meas-
ured just 13 feet in diameter. The destination
was 3 days and a world away. On the third
day as the tiny module descended to the
Moon, it came dangerously close to a crash
landing—that happens around here all the
time—[laughter]—but Neil Armstrong took
over the controls from the computer and
landed safely. Man had not been rendered
obsolete by the mechanical, and that hasn’t
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