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some Americans who are there with other
citizens of the world trying to serve and try-
ing to make a difference.

Just before I came over here today, I had
a briefing from the Administrator of our
Agency for International Development, our
AID program, Brian Atwood. We have al-
ready provided over $120 million to help the
refugees, and we are conducting airlifts there
as well, flying in needed supplies. But we
are very concerned about the new health care
problems that are presented by all the refu-
gees that are there. There are a growing
number that are dying of cholera and many,
many more who are at risk of that. So we
are going to participate, indeed, in trying to
lead the United Nations in responding to the
cholera problem and in dealing with the
other aspects of this human catastrophe. And
I have asked the National Security Adviser
and Mr. Atwood and the Pentagon to imple-
ment quickly a practical plan of action that
can make a difference on the ground in these
camps in Zaire. And I will be talking more
about it in greater detail tomorrow, but I did
want to say something about it because that’s
an important part of what it means to be an
American as we move toward the 21st cen-
tury as well.

Let me just say one thing in closing. There
is a lot of speculation today about what the
character and attitude of young Americans
are. There was a cover of one of our major
news magazines not very long ago showing
a lot of young people and speculating about
this so-called Generation X, the people who
are just a little older than you, in their
twenties. Well, I’ve got some of those Gen-
eration X folks who work here, who have
worked here, and I spend a lot of time with
young people. And I do not find the cyni-
cism, the pessimism that I keep reading
about.

What I find are young people who believe
in this country, who believe in themselves,
and who believe in the future. And I guess
what I would say is, after more than 30 years,
since the time I was here and the time you’re
here, if you ask me to summarize what I have
learned, it might be an embarrassing short
list. But I can say this: You cannot build a
future unless you believe in it and unless you
believe in yourselves. And if you do believe

in yourselves and you believe in this country
and you believe in your future, you can do
anything you wish to do. And I wish you well
in doing it.

Thank you very much, and I’d like to ask
Molly to come up now. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the National Security
Strategy Report
July 21, 1994

Today I signed and forwarded to Congress
the National Security Strategy Report for
1994, as required by Section 603 of the Gold-
water-Nichols Defense Department Reorga-
nization Act of 1986. The report outlines the
national security strategy of engagement and
enlargement my administration has devel-
oped to meet the challenges and opportuni-
ties of the new era.

Protecting our Nation’s security—our peo-
ple, our territory, and our way of life—is my
administration’s foremost mission and con-
stitutional duty. The central security chal-
lenge of the past half century, the threat of
communist expansion, is gone. The dangers
we face today are more diverse. At the same
time, we have unparalleled opportunities to
make our Nation safer and more prosperous.
Never has American leadership been more
essential.

The new national security strategy elabo-
rated in this report charts a course for Amer-
ican leadership that has already begun to
produce tangible results with respect to our
security requirements, as shown on the at-
tached fact sheet. Our foreign policy rests
on 3 pillars:

—Security. Our security depends upon
our willingness to play a leadership role
in world affairs, but we cannot sustain
our leadership role without maintaining
a defense capability strong enough to
underwrite our commitments credibly.

—Economics. For America to be strong
abroad it must be strong economically
at home; at the same time, domestic
economic renewal depends on the
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growth and integration of the global
economy.

—Democracy. The best way to advance
America’s interests worldwide is to en-
large the community of democracies
and free markets throughout the world.

These goals are mutually supportive.
Democratic states are less likely to threaten
our interests and more likely to cooperate
with us to meet security threats and promote
sustainable development. Secure nations are
more likely to maintain democratic structures
and to support free trade. And even with the
cold war over, our Nation’s security depends
upon the maintenance of military forces that
are sufficient to deter diverse threats and,
when necessary, fight and win against our ad-
versaries. While many factors ultimately con-
tribute to our Nation’s safety and well-being,
no single component is more important than
the men and women who bear America’s uni-
form and stand sentry over our security.

Our national security requires the patient
application of American will and resources.
We can only sustain that necessary invest-
ment with the broad, bipartisan support of
the American people and their representa-
tives in Congress. The cold war may be over,
but the need for American leadership abroad
remains as strong as ever. I am committed
to building a new public consensus to sustain
our active engagement abroad. This docu-
ment is part of that commitment.

NOTE: Attached to the statement was a fact sheet
and the National Security Strategy Report for
1994.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the National Security
Strategy Report
July 21, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 603 of the Gold-

water-Nichols Department of Defense Reor-
ganization Act of 1986, I am transmitting a
report on the National Security Strategy of
the United States.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 21, 1994.

Message to the Congress on Trade
With Bulgaria
July 21, 1994
To the Congress of the United States:

On June 3, 1993, I determined and re-
ported to the Congress that Bulgaria is in
full compliance with the freedom of emigra-
tion criteria of sections 402 and 409 of the
Trade Act of 1974. This determination al-
lowed for the continuation of most-favored-
nation (MFN) status and certain United
States Government financial programs for
Bulgaria without the requirement of a waiv-
er.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated Report to Congress concerning emi-
gration laws and policies of the Republic of
Bulgaria. You will find that the report indi-
cates continued Bulgarian compliance with
U.S. and international standards in areas of
emigration and human rights policy.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
July 21, 1994.

Remarks Announcing Assistance to
Rwandan Refugees and an
Exchange With Reporters
July 22, 1994

The President. Good morning. I have just
met with my national security team, and I
want to tell you about the new steps I have
ordered to respond to the situation in the
border regions near Rwanda.

The flow of refugees across Rwanda’s bor-
ders has now created what could be the
world’s worst humanitarian crisis in a genera-
tion. It is a disaster borne of brutal violence,
and according to experts now on site, it is
now claiming one life every minute.

Today I am announcing an immediate and
massive increase in our response. These ef-
forts will be directed from the White House
through my National Security Adviser An-
thony Lake, working with Deputy Secretary
of Defense Deutch, AID Administrator At-
wood, and General Shalikashvili, and Briga-
dier General John Nix of our European Com-
mand will command a joint task force to head
our efforts on the ground.
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