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Statement on Deputy Secretary of
the Treasury Roger C. Altman
July 25, 1994

Secretary Bentsen and I believe that Roger
Altman has been an excellent Deputy Treas-
ury Secretary and we want him to continue
in that capacity.

The President’s News Conference
With King Hussein of Jordan and
Prime Minister Rabin of Israel
July 26, 1994

The President. Good afternoon. I am
happy to once again welcome King Hussein
and Prime Minister Rabin.

In the last 2 days, history has been made
in Washington, and a brighter future has
been built, a future that offers more peace
and security, not only for the people of Israel
and Jordan but also for the people of the
United States. With great courage and fore-
sight, the King and the Prime Minister have
united in their conviction that it is time to
end more than four decades of bloodshed
and loss. They have demonstrated that con-
tact can overcome conflict, that direct talks
can produce peace. They have declared an
end to the state of war between their two
countries and have determined to secure a
lasting peace. They have personally commit-
ted to making sure that a treaty is concluded
as rapidly as possible.

When we met yesterday, the King, the
Prime Minister, and I agreed to designate
representatives to ensure that the provisions
of the Washington Declaration are imple-
mented quickly.

In the week of extraordinary set of events,
this morning we witnessed another one, as
the King and the Prime Minister appeared
jointly before Congress. Their eloquent re-
marks articulated a common vision of co-
operation that will yield specific and concrete
benefits for all peoples on both sides of the
Jordan River. The outpouring of support by
Members of Congress for these two heroes
of peace, I believe, clearly reflect the feelings
of all the American people.

As I’ve made clear since my first meetings
with the King and the Prime Minister, Amer-

ica will stand by those who take risks for
peace. We will support leaders whose bold-
ness and wisdom are creating a new Middle
East. Today I have reaffirmed to Prime Min-
ister Rabin that as Israel moves forward in
the peace process the constant responsibility
of the United States will be to help ensure
its security. I have also reaffirmed to King
Hussein my determination to assist Jordan
in dealing with its burden of debt and its
defense requirements. I am working with
Congress to achieve rapid action on both
these matters. The United States is commit-
ted to a comprehensive peace in the Middle
East and an end to hostility between Israel
and all her Arab neighbors.

I spoke yesterday with President Asad of
Syria and reaffirmed my personal dedication
to achieving a comprehensive peace. Sec-
retary Christopher has devoted a great deal
of time and effort to the negotiations with
Syria, and I have asked him to return to the
region soon to continue that work.

In these 2 days we have taken great strides
on the road to peace. But even as these two
leaders have come together, the enemies of
peace have not been silent. In recent days
terrorists have struck in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, and in London. We will not, we must
not, allow them to disrupt this peace process.

This week’s events here in Washington and
the bravery of King Hussein and Prime Min-
ister Rabin prove that a just, lasting, and
comprehensive peace in the Middle East is
within reach. Inspired by the extraordinary
events of the last 2 days, now we go forward
with a new sense of determination and a new
sense of confidence to take the next steps
in the days and weeks ahead.

As I turn over the microphone, if I might,
to the King and to the Prime Minister, let
me say at the end of the statements we will
take press questions in alternating order from
the American, the Jordanian, and the Israeli
press.

King Hussein. Mr. President, Prime Min-
ister Rabin, ladies and gentlemen: These
have been unique days in our lives, yesterday
and today. They have witnessed dreams,
hopes, and prayers realized in terms of an
end to the state of war between Jordan and
Israel, more important, in terms of our deter-
mination to move ahead in executing our du-
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