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This day—a wonderful, vigorous celebra-
tion of the progress and possibilities for equal
opportunity—must also include an equally
vigorous commitment to continue the fight.
Now is the time to act on our understanding
that having a physical or mental disability is
a part of the human experience. We must
work to fully implement the provisions of the
ADA and to see that these and related laws
are aggressively enforced in our schools and
workplaces, in our national government and
local councils. Most important, we must fi-
nally overcome the remaining handicaps of
prejudice and stereotype. Discrimination, ig-
norance, intolerance—these barriers are a far
greater tragedy than any common limitation
of the human mind or body. And it is only
in overcoming these that America will truly
be worthy of its people.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 1994, as
the Anniversary of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:48 a.m., July 28, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 27, and it was
published in the Federal Register on July 29.

Remarks by Telephone Relay
With Glenn Anderson
of Gallaudet University
July 27, 1994

The President. Dr. Anderson? Good
morning. I want to begin by congratulating
you on your appointment as the Chair of the
Gallaudet University Board of Trustees. I
also want to thank you for your great career

in rehabilitation work, and your earlier help
to me when I served as Governor.

I’m glad we can use this telephone net-
work today because I know what an impor-
tant link it is to millions of Americans.

Go ahead.
Dr. Anderson. Good morning, Mr. Presi-

dent. Thank you very much for your kind
words. I am very pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to speak with you this morning. Thank
you for agreeing to make this relay call. Also,
I want to take this opportunity to thank you
for your appearance at the Gallaudet Univer-
sity commencement last May. You inspired
deaf people all over the country by your ap-
pearance and your wonderful commence-
ment address.

Go ahead.
The President. Well, the honor was mine.

I was very inspired by the students and their
dreams. I also want to say how very proud
I am of the strong support we have been re-
ceiving from the deaf and disabled commu-
nities on health care reform.

Go ahead.
Dr. Anderson. Great. Yes, we very much

care about improving health care services,
and we are so glad that you have taken the
lead in advocating for health care reform.

Hopefully, you will also be able to remind
health care providers of how important it is
that they be sensitive to the needs of people
with disabilities for health care services and
for access to reasonable accommodations. I
am very inspired by your hard work and will
do all I can to support your efforts.

The President. Well, of course, I will be
sensitive to those things. And I think you well
understand that the only way we can extend
those benefits and opportunities to the dis-
abled community is to cover all Americans.
If we do that, we will be able to contain costs
and empower disabled Americans to work
and to live to the fullest of their abilities.

Let me say, also, before we close this con-
versation, how pleased I am that the ADA
is working and giving us things like this tele-
phone relay system. It’s a great tribute to the
work that millions of disabled Americans
have done.

I want to make a special note of the work
that your wife Karen has done and the help
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