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The Federal Government will continue to
monitor the situation closely, to marshal the
necessary resources, and to coordinate the
firefighting efforts. This is a deeply troubling
development, but we will do all we can to
help them deal with it.

Now I’d like to turn the briefing over to
the National Security Adviser, Mr. Lake, and
to General Shalikashvili to discuss the oper-
ations in Rwanda in greater detail, and to
answer whatever questions you have.

Q. How do you feel about the French
going—Rwanda, Mr. President?

Q. What about mission creep?
Q. How many troops would have to go if

there are troops that have to go to Kigali,
Mr. President?

The President. You’ve asked me three
questions. I want to let General Shalikashvili
respond to Andrea’s [Andrea Mitchell, NBC
News] question.

I don’t think that—mission creep is not
a problem here. And General Shalikashvili
will explain why that is. We’ve had a long
talk—we just completed about an hour and
45 minutes national security principals meet-
ing this morning. And I do not believe that
that is a problem.

With regard to—the French will have to
make whatever decision they make. But I do
believe you will have large numbers of peo-
ple contributing to this humanitarian effort.
I was most deeply moved when we met yes-
terday at some length, and the General and
Mr. Lake and others briefed the representa-
tives of the nongovernmental organizations.
I am deeply moved by the number of volun-
teer organizations, many of them American
citizens who are there working. I think every-
one knows this is a humanitarian effort, and
it will be kept at that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Sadako Ogata, United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer
Session by Satellite with the Unity ’94
Convention in Atlanta, Georgia

July 29, 1994

The President. Thank you, Connie. I want
to add my congratulations to Nancy Maynard
and to say hello to my friend, Wilma
Mankiller, and to all of you in Atlanta at the
Unity ’94 Convention.

I want to say a special word of congratula-
tions, too, to the four minority journalist asso-
ciations meeting together for the first time
at this groundbreaking occasion. I must say
that all of us have heard a lot about your
meeting and have been following it with
great interest.

We’re living in an extraordinary time when
people in America and all across the world
are searching for common ground and new
solutions in a time of change. This has been
a great week for America. The King of Jordan
and the Prime Minister of Israel shared the
stage on the White House lawn, opened a
new era of dialog and cooperation between
their people. At the same time, halfway
around the world, the President of Russia
made an announcement that by the end of
August, for the first time since the end of
World War II, all Russian troops would be
gone from Germany and Central and Eastern
Europe, a significant goal of our policy with
Russia over the last year and a half.

Over and over, we have learned from expe-
riences like these that people can transcend
great historical, political, and cultural obsta-
cles in the name of progress of humanity.
And we’ve also learned that here at home,
the American people are our greatest asset
as we try to meet the challenges of the com-
ing century. All of us can take pride that
we’ve helped Arabs and Israelis and other
former enemies to bridge their own dif-
ferences. But their examples must also in-
spire us to strengthen our own sense of com-
munity and to celebrate the rich diversity of
the American culture.
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The job of your associations is to see that
more Americans of diverse backgrounds,
races and ethnic heritage have an equal
chance in journalism. It’s also to make sure
that the Nation sees the faces and hears the
voices of non-white Americans whose ideas
and achievements too often are ignored.

And my job here in Washington is to en-
sure that every citizen has an equal chance
at the American dream. I’ve said it many
times, and I firmly believe that we don’t have
a single person to waste, that every person,
no matter what his or her background, has
an idea, a vision, an opinion to share that
can enrich our Nation. That’s why I’ve been
fighting to create new opportunities for peo-
ple who work hard, take responsibility, try
to make something of their lives. I believe
everybody has something to give, and we
have to make it possible for everyone to give
his or her best.

One of my proudest accomplishments as
President is the people I have appointed to
serve in this administration. If you look at
the top positions in the White House and
the Cabinet today, you will see the most able,
talented group ever assembled. These ap-
pointees also happen to make up the most
diverse administration in the history of our
Republic.

If you look at our nominations to the Fed-
eral bench, you will see that a higher percent-
age of them have been rated ‘‘well qualified’’
by the American Bar Association than in any
previous administration since these rankings
have been made. A majority of those ap-
pointees are people of color and women, not
a minority but a majority for the first time
ever.

None of these people were chosen because
they were African-American or Hispanic or
Asian-American or American Indian or be-
cause they were women. They were selected
because they were the best qualified for the
job. And they are proof that the American
dream is still alive and within reach of those
who choose to pursue it.

Still, we can’t ignore the burdens and bar-
riers that prevent too many of our people
from moving forward in their lives still today.
It is our job to renew the American dream.
I sought the Presidency because I was wor-
ried that our country was going in the wrong

direction. The deficit was going up; the econ-
omy was on the decline. Washington was
placing heavier and heavier burdens on the
backs of middle class Americans, and we
were coming apart when we ought to be
coming together.

I believed then and I believe now that our
job in this time is to restore the economy,
rebuild our sense of community, empower
individuals to take responsibility for their
own lives, and put Government on the side
of ordinary Americans. In just 18 months
we’ve begun to renew that American dream.
Our economic strategy will produce the
smallest Federal bureaucracy in 30 years and
3 years in a row of deficit reduction for the
first time since Harry Truman was President,
while providing tax cuts for 15 million work-
ing American families and millions of small
businesses.

What’s been the result of this economic
strategy? Well, the economy has created 3.8
million new jobs; inflation is the lowest in
two decades. Just today we’ve seen more evi-
dence that this strategy is working. Today’s
report shows that the gross domestic product
of the United States grew at a very impressive
rate of 3.7 percent in the last quarter while
inflation remained low.

And more important, we’re reaching out
with greater energy and compassion to re-
sponsible working families who too often
have to struggle to make ends meet. Already
in just a year and a half, through the increase
of the earned-income tax credit, 15 million
working parents have been able to get lower
income taxes to encourage them to stay in
the work force and to be good parents with-
out having to go on welfare. We’ve made it
easier for millions and millions of young peo-
ple to get college loans by making those loans
available with lower interest rates and more
flexible repayment schedules. We’ve estab-
lished more job training and school-to-work
apprenticeships to help young people who
aren’t going to college find and keep good
jobs. We’ve sought tax incentives and grant
money to stimulate economies in needy
areas, through things like our empowerment
zones and enterprise communities and new
community development banks, the reform
of the Community Reinvestment Act and
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making low income housing credits perma-
nent.

Some of these achievements, to be sure,
have come easier than others. But I knew
when I asked for this job that progress would
not always be easy and that we’d have to fight
for the kind of change that we need. Very
often it takes years to get things done—the
Brady bill, 7 years; the family leave law, 7
years; years for motor voter. But these things
all work because these things together and
the efforts we are making have brought us
to a pivotal, exciting moment in our history.

If you just think about what’s happened
this week alone it’s been remarkable for our
Nation: on the verge of an historic victory
in the toughest, largest, smartest Federal at-
tack on crime in the history of the United
States; not only making peace in the Middle
East but trying to bring more peace to the
families and children of America. Just think
for a minute about what this crime bill means
for all of us as citizens, for us as mothers
and fathers, husbands and wives and chil-
dren. Look at the cost of crime to our econ-
omy. Look at the cost of crime to our sense
of community and to the idea that we are
an American family, to our sense of personal
freedom; the cost of crime to our efforts to
empower every individual, including too
many young people who are growing up in
terribly difficult circumstances.

Crime is holding too many of us back from
reaching the American dream, splintering
families, making people afraid of their neigh-
bors, interfering with our children’s edu-
cation, robbing us of our literal sense of per-
sonal freedom. No matter what other goals
we seek for ourselves and our families and
our children and for our country, we simply
have to be able to live together with a shared
respect for law and order and civility.

The most important thing about this crime
bill is that it creates a whole new way of
thinking about how to deal with crime, one
that doesn’t pit one group of Americans
against another. It doesn’t ask us to make
a false choice between tough punishment
and strong prevention. It calls for a sensible
balance between the two. It doesn’t ask us
to make a false choice between going after
criminals and going after guns. It recognizes
that those sorts of debates divided us for too

long while more and more children were
dying on our streets.

The crime bill strengthens the police, our
system of punishment, and our means of pre-
vention. It will put 100,000 more police on
our streets, a 20-percent increase in the num-
ber of police officers patrolling our neighbor-
hoods. More police trained and properly de-
ployed means lower crime and prevention.
The bill includes a ban on assault-style weap-
ons, something few people ever dreamed
would be accomplished. It includes a ban on
ownership of handguns by minors. It will
send a strong message to criminals that be-
havior that is criminal and repeated will not
be tolerated and that punishment will be
tough and swift. And it will invest $9 billion
in crime prevention over the next 6 years,
something that law enforcement officers in
every State and city asked us to do so that
we could give young people more safe places
to go, more positive role models, more op-
portunities to fulfill themselves in healthy
constructive ways. And we have a program
to make our schools safe so that our children
can learn again in the absence of fear.

For 6 years, this crime bill was debated
over and over again. Why is it about to suc-
ceed? Because after intense argument and
disagreement, a majority of people were able
to find common ground. They were able to
put people over politics. Now, I want Con-
gress to put this bill on my desk within 2
weeks so that I can sign it before our children
go back to school.

Now, if you think 6 years was long enough
to wait for a crime bill, then surely we can
all agree that 60 years is far too long to wait
before all American are guaranteed health
security that can never be taken away. And
health security, after all, is another crucial
piece of the American dream.

Many people across our country know
what it’s like to dig and scrape all their lives
to have the opportunities that you’ve been
given and that you’ve earned. If you’re like
me, you actually know somebody without
health insurance or somebody at risk of los-
ing their health insurance. You know some-
body whose coverage is so meager, they avoid
the doctor because it costs too much. You
know people who are eager to work but are
trapped in the welfare system because it’s
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the only way they can be assured of health
care coverage for their children. We know
these people because there are millions and
millions of them out there, people who strug-
gle all their lives and play by the rules so
that they can move forward, make progress,
build security for their families only to be
knocked off the ladder because of the pink
slip, the catastrophic illness, or a simple
change in jobs.

Indeed, we’re moving in the wrong direc-
tion in our health care system. We’re moving
in the wrong direction when 5 million hard-
working people, people with jobs, have lost
their insurance in the last 5 years. Indeed,
there’s a smaller percentage of Americans in-
sured today than there were 10 years ago.

Ever since I began pushing for reform, I’ve
made it clear that I was open to suggestions
about how to achieve it. I’ve listened to con-
cerns about the approach we originally pro-
posed. And in response to what all kinds of
Americans told us, I’ve agreed that we should
modify that approach to make it simpler, less
bureaucratic, more flexible, to do more for
small business. But I remain committed, and
I hope all of you will be committed to giving
every American health security, health that
is guaranteed in law.

We must have a system, I believe, where
everyone shares responsibility, a private sys-
tem that works. That is certainly what the
vast majority of Americans want, because
today the hardworking middle class Ameri-
cans have that kind of coverage.

Today we’ve moved a step closer to health
care security. The House Speaker, Tom
Foley, and the Majority Leader, Dick Gep-
hardt, said they would put forward a bill that
achieves universal coverage and controls
costs. They’ve met their goal and the goal
of the American people in doing that. The
House bill tells the American people that
they have been heard. It is simpler, more
flexible, more sensitive to small business.
Gone is the bureaucracy they didn’t like. Pro-
tections for small businesses have been
strengthened. The bill is being phased in
over a longer period of time. All Americans
can keep their health plan and their doctor,
and everybody will have coverage.

We know from experiences across the
country that this will work. We also know

what doesn’t work. We have seen in State
after State that if you have insurance reforms
that sound very good without expanding to
universal coverage, what is usually going to
happen is that the cost of insurance goes up
and then people’s options for health care or
even the number of people with health insur-
ance, go down. But we also know from look-
ing at the example of Hawaii that a private
system of universal coverage in which em-
ployers and employees share responsibility
for paying for private insurance premiums
will not only control costs but will also lead
to greater coverage and a healthier popu-
lation.

We know it can be done. After all, in Ha-
waii, nearly everything is more expensive
than any place else in the United States, but
health care premiums for small business are
30 percent cheaper. Now, after 60 years of
waiting, after 14 years in which costs have
been going up dramatically, after a decade
in which more and more Americans are los-
ing coverage instead of getting coverage—
and most of those who lose their insurance
are working people—it’s time to say to every
American, if you change jobs, if you get sick,
if you’re laid off, if your child has a serious
illness, you will always be able to afford
health care as a citizen of the richest nation
on Earth.

Tomorrow I’m going to Independence,
Missouri, to Harry Truman’s hometown, to
talk about health care. Harry Truman was
a man of great decency, common sense, and
courage who believed that America would be
much stronger if every American had health
security. He was right. And he fought hard
for it, though he didn’t succeed. And because
he was right, President after President, Presi-
dents of both parties have fought for that
goal. Well, now it’s up to us to fulfill their
vision and once again to renew the American
dream. It’s time to build on our economic
progress, build on the success of the crime
bill, build on the progress we’re making to-
ward world peace, and take this next critical
step by passing real, substantive health care
reform. That is the challenge our generation
faces today. And it is our great opportunity.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, the moderator thanked the
President and invited participants to ask
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questions. A participant then asked about
proposed Native American gaming legisla-
tion.]

The President. Well, I’m not familiar with
all the details of the gaming law. Let me say
this. I have worked hard with Secretary Bab-
bitt to work with the Native American tribes
throughout the country——

[At this point there was a problem with the
satellite transmission.]

Have you lost my sound?
Q. Yes, we did. Can you continue? We can

hear you now, Mr. President.
The President. Okay, let’s try again.
I said I’m not familiar with the details of

the legislation. I can tell you that for the last
18 months, Secretary Babbitt, on my behalf,
has worked hard to try to work through the
Indian gaming issue, to be supportive of the
tribes, to protect and promote their legiti-
mate rights, and also to urge that the income
from gaming be used to diversify the eco-
nomic activities of the tribes and to strength-
en economic possibilities for Native Ameri-
cans over the long run.

So I’m going to do my best to do that.
As you know, there are a lot of thorny con-
troversies between the States. A lot of States
feel pressure to expand gaming beyond the
reach of the Native American groups, and
this has been a very difficult issue. But I think
that our administration has worked very
closely with the tribes. And I think we have
shown our good faith in trying to protect
these activities. We will continue to do so.

I am not familiar with the specifics of the
law, so I can’t comment on that. I’m sorry.

Multiethnic Media Coverage

[A participant asked how the President
thought that the lack of diversity in the
Washington press corps affects coverage of
a multiethnic America.]

The President. I’m not sure that I can
answer that question. And I am fairly sure
that if I do, my answer will be blown all out
of proportion to anything else I say today.
But let me say that I believe that all of us
in positions of responsibility with influence
should strive make our decisions through a
process that involves all the American peo-

ple, their insights, their understanding, their
experience and it takes advantage of their tal-
ents. That’s why I’ve worked so hard to have
the most diverse administration in American
history. And I believe we have proved be-
yond question that you can have diversity and
excellence. That’s another one of those false
choices people are always trying to put on
the American people.

So if it is true for the United States Gov-
ernment, it ought to be true for the American
press as well. I don’t think I should say more
than that, but I think that ought to be enough
to say.

Health Care Reform

[A participant asked how we could vaccinate
all the children in the country if health care
reform did not include undocumented aliens.]

The President. Undocumented workers
would not receive under our plan a health
security card unless they had jobs anyway,
so they got it because they were in the work-
place. But under our plan we have a signifi-
cant expansion in funds for public health
units which are open to all people today and
where a lot of the vaccinations, for example,
are done today.

In my State, over 80 percent of our chil-
dren, including even upper middle class chil-
dren are vaccinated through the public
health units. So what we attempted to do to
deal with this clear and present problem in
the United States is to have a substantial in-
crease in funding for public health and to
do outreach so that we can vaccinate all the
children and give basic health services to the
children who are within the United States.

Racism

[A participant asked if the administration
plans to confront the issue of racism in Amer-
ica.]

The President. Well first, let me say that
I don’t agree with the characterization there.
If you look at the work that the Civil Rights
Division of the Justice Department has done,
it’s been more active than any civil rights divi-
sion in a generation under the leadership of
Duval Patrick. Look at the Denny’s settle-
ment. Look at a lot of the other issues in
which they have been involved.
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If you look at the work that Henry
Cisneros did in highlighting and directly con-
fronting the problems in Vidor, Texas, in
public housing, if you look at the work that
we have done in trying to involve at the grass-
roots level community groups of minorities
in things like developing the empowerment
zone concepts, the community development
banks, I think it is plain that this is an admin-
istration that is committed to stamping out
racism, both in a negative sense by standing
up to it and in a positive sense by working
to bring people together to overcome it.

If you can think of anything else I can and
should do, I would be glad to have your rec-
ommendations and your suggestions. But the
idea of stamping out racism, in my view, per-
meates everything I do. When I try to give
kids a better life, a safer street, a better fu-
ture, and I keep telling the American people
we don’t have anyone to waste, we’ve got to
have everybody in here together—one of the
earlier questions referred to how the admin-
istration—or what my opinion was about the
way things were covered given the makeup
of the press—I have been repeatedly criti-
cized by various sources in this town for try-
ing to be more diverse and try to reach out
and to achieve greater diversity, although no
one has ever said that we couldn’t have excel-
lence and diversity at the same time.

So I am trying to build the fight against
racism into everything we do, both in a posi-
tive and negative sense. But I will say again,
if anybody there—not just you, Dorothy, but
anybody has any other suggestions about
what I can do, I would be happy to hear
them, and I will do my best to respond.

Health Care Reform
Q. If Congress passes a bill that fails to

include some mechanism for universal cov-
erage, will you sign it or veto it, yes or no?

The President. Well, what I have said is
that we have to achieve universal coverage.
The fight now is over how best to do it. And
what I have to tell you is there is a big argu-
ment about whether it can be achieved in
any way other than the way I have proposed.
I will not sign a bill that I think makes a
false promise to the people of the United
States. We have got to sign a bill that
achieves full coverage for the American peo-

ple. If you don’t do it, you can’t contain costs,
you can’t give the breaks that small business
needs over the long run. You can’t achieve
these things.

So, yes, if Congress passes a bill that is
different from the one I originally proposed,
would I veto it? It depends on whether it
achieves full coverage. If it is a credible at-
tempt to do that, then I’m open to it. But
it must be a credible, credible bill to do that.

And that’s the only thing I ask all of you
to focus on now. Instead of letting the politi-
cal rhetoric control this debate on health
care, let us ask simply what will work.

The other day—let me just give you this
in closing because this is very important, and
if I don’t achieve anything else today in this
conversation that I’ve had with you, which
I’ve enjoyed immensely, if I can achieve
agreement with you on this, it would be
something profound to me. This is a very
complicated issue, health care. I have studied
it for years and years. But the more complex
it gets, the more you understand that in the
end it comes down to some simple choices.
In every nation that has covered everybody
quality health care can be provided at lower
costs than in the United States, the only na-
tion that doesn’t cover everybody.

So what I ask us all to do, as others come
forward with their ideas and bend over back-
wards to avoid what I think we should do,
which is to require all employers and employ-
ees to take responsibility through private in-
surance, let us ask: Will it work? We are
going in the wrong direction. We are losing
coverage and exploding cost. I am not going
to sign a bill that I think perpetrates these
problems on the American people.

If someone else can figure out how to get
universal coverage in a different way than I
have achieved it, I would be open to that.
I have not seen it yet. That’s why the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the National Medi-
cal Association, the American Nurses Asso-
ciation, other physicians’ groups, and huge
numbers of businesses and consumer groups
have endorsed our approach.

So that’s what we ought to be doing. We
shouldn’t be trying to get ourselves into word
games now about what mechanism is appro-
priate. The only test is what works. And I
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know my plan will work if we share respon-
sibility and cover everybody.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. from
Room 459 of the Old Executive Office Building.
In his remarks, he referred to Connie Chung,
luncheon emcee; Nancy Maynard, cofounder,
Maynard Institute; and Wilma Mankiller, chief,
Sioux nation.

Statement on Action in the House of
Representatives on Health Care
Reform Legislation
July 29, 1994

Hard working middle class Americans
have moved a step closer to real health secu-
rity today. House Speaker Foley and Majority
Leader Gephardt said they would put for-
ward a bill that achieves universal coverage
and controls costs. They have met their goal
and the goal of the American people.

The House bill tells the American people
that they have been heard. The bill is sim-
pler, more flexible, and more sensitive to the
needs of small business. Gone is the bureauc-
racy they didn’t like. Protections for small
businesses have been strengthened. And the
bill is being phased in over a longer period.
All Americans can keep their health plan and
doctor, and everyone will have coverage.

The bill also recognizes that shared re-
sponsibility is the best way to achieve univer-
sal coverage. It works. Building on the cur-
rent system where 9 out of 10 Americans re-
ceive private insurance through the work-
place just makes sense. It works abroad, and
it’s supported here at home by the AMA,
AARP, AFL–CIO, hundreds of thousands of
big and small businesses and a majority of
the American people.

Speaker Foley, Majority Leader Gephardt,
the committee and subcommittee chairs and
many Members of the House should be com-
mended for their tireless work to fashion a
bill to go to the House floor. They chose a
pragmatic and more moderate path; they’ve
achieved the shared goal of universal cov-
erage, and it works for ordinary Americans.

The time has come to pull together and
work in a bipartisan manner to deliver guar-
anteed health care coverage to all Americans.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 23
In the morning, the President traveled to

Hot Springs, AR, to attend his high school
class reunion.

July 24
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC.

July 25
In the afternoon, the President hosted a

working lunch for Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin of Israel and King Hussein of Jordan
at Blair House.

July 26
In the evening, the President attended a

fundraiser for Gov. Mario Cuomo of New
York at the Sheraton Carlton.

The White House announced the Presi-
dent has asked the Reverend Jesse Jackson
to travel to Nigeria to convey the President’s
concerns over the absence of progress toward
the restoration of civilian democracy there.

July 27
In the morning, the President met with

a group of chief executive officers.
The President asked Secretary of Defense

William Perry and Commander of U.S.
Forces in Europe General George Joulwan
to travel to Zaire and Uganda to inspect
Rwandan refugee relief operations.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Martin J. Dickman as Inspector
General of the Railroad Retirement Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Paul Kaminski to be Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and Tech-
nology.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph F. Baca, Robert N. Bald-
win, Jennifer Hauge, Florence K. Murray,
and William M. Paparian as members of the
State Justice Institute.
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