
1640 Aug. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

In the future, the United States Government
also intends to file one or more additional
Government claim(s) involving the costs of
monitoring health risks associated with oil
well fires and other environmental damage
in the Persian Gulf region.

It is clear that Iraq can rejoin the commu-
nity of civilized nations only through demo-
cratic processes, respect for human rights,
equal treatment of its people, and adherence
to basic norms of international behavior. The
Government of Iraq should represent all of
Iraq’s people and be committed to the terri-
torial integrity and unity of Iraq. The Iraqi
National Congress (INC) espouses these
goals, the fulfillment of which would make
Iraq a stabilizing force in the Gulf region.

We will continue to press to achieve Iraq’s
full compliance with all relevant U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions. Until that time, the
United States will maintain all the sanctions
and other measures designed to achieve full
compliance.

The continuing support by the Congress
of our efforts is especially gratifying.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 6, 1994

Good morning. This week we celebrated
the creation of 4 million new jobs in America
since I became President on a platform to
renew the American dream by restoring our
economy, empowering individual Americans
to compete and win in it, making Govern-
ment work for ordinary citizens, and rebuild-
ing our communities. Since we started our
national economic strategy, our private sector
is creating jobs nearly 8 times faster than it
was 4 years ago.

It hasn’t been easy to make these changes.
We had to make some tough decisions to put
our economic house in order. We had to
break the bad habits that led to mismanage-
ment of our economy and the explosion of

our deficit for more than a decade. And we
had to break through all of the partisan bar-
riers and political rhetoric that too often
keeps us from doing the right thing for the
American people here in Washington, DC.

Today I want to talk with you about two
other historic decisions that call on us to
break through partisan barriers and political
rhetoric again. For very soon, Congress will
vote on both health care reform and the
crime bill, two issues crucial to our mission
of renewing the American dream.

I want to talk to you about two young
Americans whose stories are the best argu-
ments I’ve heard for why we have to fix
what’s wrong with our health care system and
make our country safer again for all Ameri-
cans.

One of those young people is Amanda
Stewart from Keyes, Oklahoma. This week,
I gave awards to four young people who have
done heroic deeds or performed remarkable
public service. Amanda was one of them. She
was injured in a car wreck in 1990 and para-
lyzed from the chest down. This wonderful
young lady could have given up on life. In-
stead of becoming bitter or defeated, she’s
devoted herself to educating other young
people not to drink and drive, not to ride
with people who do, and to always use seat
belts. She’s helping others to avoid what hap-
pened to her.

I met Amanda’s family. Her father is a
hard-working farmer in western Oklahoma.
She has a lovely mother and a wonderful
younger sister. She hasn’t had any significant
medical costs since just after her accident 4
years ago. The Stewarts have been paying
$3,400 a year for a limited health insurance
policy with a high deductible. But recently
they were told that this month their insur-
ance premiums were going to be raised to
$9,600 a year.

Now, Amanda’s father happens to be not
only a farmer but a Republican. He’s in a
different party from me, and he made it clear
to me that he doesn’t want the National Gov-
ernment to give him anything. But he’s got
a family to raise, and he has no idea how
he’s going to keep paying for their health in-
surance. He said to me that if he couldn’t
take care of his family, as hard as he was
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working, something was wrong in this coun-
try.

People like Amanda and her family are the
reason we have to guarantee private, not
Government, health insurance for every
American, insurance that’s always there. It’s
time to do what’s right by those people.
We’re going in the wrong direction now.
There are 5 million Americans just like
Amanda’s family who had insurance 5 years
ago who don’t have it today. Almost every
one of them are working people and their
children. We can do better, and we must.

It’s also time we do what’s right for young
people like James Darby, the 9-year-old boy
from New Orleans who wrote me last April.
He asked me to do something about the
crime rate. He asked me to stop the killing,
because he was afraid that someone might
kill him. And just 9 days later, walking home
from a Mother’s Day picnic, little James
Darby was shot in the head and killed.

Well, 9 days ago, after 6 years of delay,
a bipartisan committee of the Senate and the
House of Representatives reconciled their
differences on the smartest, toughest crime
bill in the history of this country and sent
the bill back to be voted on for final passage
in both Houses of Congress. It took a lot
of work. It’s a bipartisan effort and has been
every step of the way. Both Democrats and
Republicans have voted for every part of it:
‘‘three strikes and you’re out’’ and tougher
punishments for other tough criminals;
100,000 new police officers on our streets—
that’s a 20 percent increase all across Amer-
ica; a ban on deadly assault weapons; a law
that makes it illegal for minors to own and
possess handguns; new prisons to keep hard-
ened criminals in; and billions for new, effec-
tive prevention programs to give our young
people something to say yes to, not just
something to say no to.

Nine days ago when the bill was sent to
both Houses for final passage, I thought it
would pass quickly and be sent to my desk
for signing. But it still hasn’t happened.
Here’s the one last hurdle: You see, before
the House of Representatives can vote on a
bill, it must agree on the rules for debate
about the bill. There are 435 Members of
the House, and they have to have some rules
to limit debate. In shorthand, this is called

‘‘the rule.’’ ‘‘The rule’’ is purely a procedural
matter, but it must be voted on before the
final bill can pass.

Unfortunately, the National Rifle Associa-
tion, which is opposed to the assault weapons
ban in the bill, and some other interests are
trying to keep the crime bill from passing
by defeating ‘‘the rule.’’ They’re putting pres-
sure on Members of Congress to kill the
crime bill in a trick maneuver, because they
know that once the bill itself gets to a vote,
it will surely pass.

You know, we had a tough fight with the
NRA over the ban on assault weapons. And
those of us who think they should be banned
won by only two votes. But we won fair and
square. No parliamentary trick should re-
verse that result and put the rest of that im-
portant crime bill in peril.

Now, some Members of Congress honestly
oppose the crime bill. They’re against the as-
sault weapons ban or they’re against the cap-
ital punishment provisions of the bill or
they’re against spending money on preven-
tion programs to give our kids a better future.
Well, let them vote against the bill. Let them
vote their conscience. But the NRA and the
others should come out of the shadows. They
ought to fight this bill on the merits. If they
really want a shootout, we really ought to
have it at broad daylight and high noon, not
in the shadows of parliamentary maneuver-
ing. No one should play any more political
games with our Nation’s safety.

Nine days after 9-year-old James Darby
wrote me saying he was worrying about his
safety and pleading with his President to
help, he was shot dead. Nine days ago, the
House and the Senate got the crime bill.
There are lots of other little James Darbys
out there, and they’ve waited long enough.

For Amanda Stewart and her fine family,
for James Darby, for every American child
and for all of their families and their futures,
let’s stop playing games with these two im-
portant issues. Let’s get the job done.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:05 p.m. on
August 5 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 6.
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Remarks Upon Arrival in Detroit,
Michigan
August 6, 1994

Hello. Thank you for waiting while I vis-
ited with one of your fellow citizens over
there and her two children. I want to just
get out and shake hands, so I won’t make
a long speech. But I would like to say, first,
be supportive of the new candidate for the
United States Senate, Congressman Bob
Carr, and our new candidate for Governor,
former Congressman Howard Wolpe. I’m
glad to be here with Congressman Dingell
and Congressman Conyers and Senator
Levin and with your State officials and a lot
of my friends in Michigan.

I just want to make a comment or two.
The lady to my left is Linda Clark. You may
have read about her in the Michigan press,
she and her two children. In 1993, her hus-
band was killed in his business by five young
people with previous criminal records. After
he died, she received a $24,000 bill from the
hospital for his medical care, even though
she didn’t have health insurance. Since then,
she has become a crusader for health care
for all Americans and for a sensible policy
on crime and, specifically, a supporter of our
crime and health care initiatives. I read her
letter again coming in today, and I asked her
and her children to come here and be with
me today because in Washington, very often
what we do gets all caught up in partisan
political rhetoric and name-calling and stuff
that is very hard for ordinary citizens to un-
derstand. And I just want to make two or
three points here today.

When I went to Washington as your Presi-
dent, I understood well that there would be
forces there who would do anything, any-
thing to fight change, to keep the established
order of things, to stop us in our determina-
tion to give the American people their Gov-
ernment back again, to make it work for ordi-
nary citizens, and to reawaken the American
dream. But I want to ask you to look at the
record, not the hype.

When I became President, the deficit was
going up, and the economy was going down.
By the narrowest of margins, we passed our
national economic strategy. It cut $255 bil-
lion worth of spending. It raised taxes on the

wealthiest 1.2 percent of Americans, and all
their money went to pay down the deficit.
It gave a tax break to 15 million American
working families. In Michigan that means
392,000 families got a tax cut; 41,000 got a
tax increase. Ninety-one percent of the
American small businesses were made eligi-
ble for a tax cut. We shrunk the Federal Gov-
ernment to its smallest size since Kennedy
was President, produced 3 years of deficit
reduction in a row for the first time since
Harry Truman was President, and you’ve got
4.1 million new jobs in the United States
since our administration took office.

And since our administration took office,
job growth in Michigan has been 31⁄2 times
what it was before. It is no wonder that the
other party would rather not talk about eco-
nomics or crime or health care and instead
are interested in other things and division
and always saying no. We did not have a sin-
gle, solitary vote, not one, for that economic
strategy from the opposition party. And I
have done everything I could to reach out
to people without regard to their party and
ask for a bipartisan consensus to govern
America.

You just remember that, folks, when Bob
Carr is up here asking for your vote for the
United States Senate. If it hadn’t been for
him, there would have been no deficit reduc-
tion, there would have been no economic re-
covery fueled by the first sensible economic
plan we’ve had in more than 12 years. They
want to go back; we’re trying to go forward.
And I appreciate your coming out here today
saying you don’t want to go back, you’d rather
go forward, you’d rather create jobs, you’d
rather grow the economy, you’d rather keep
the American dream alive.

Now, let me just make two other points.
There’s hardly a family in America that has
not been affected by crime. And the Con-
gress has passed the toughest, smartest crime
bill in history in each House, but they haven’t
passed the same bill. There are things in that
bill that are controversial. There are people
who don’t support the capital punishment
provisions of the bill. There are people who
don’t support the fact that the bill bans 19
assault weapons, which are so often used by
criminal gangs, even though it protects 650
hunting and sporting weapons from being
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