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Title II will greatly reduce the massive
Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) pa-
perwork burdens faced by the trucking in-
dustry, while preserving existing Federal
safety regulations. The Act also continues the
process of streamlining the ICC’s programs,
and requires a study of how to do even more
to reduce further the scope of regulatory re-
quirements that have outlived their useful-
ness. I expect the Secretary of Transportation
and the Chairman of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission to be both deliberate and
thorough in identifying the remaining re-
forms that are necessary.

In addition to streamlining regulatory re-
quirements, this Act authorizes a strong Fed-
eral program to regulate hazardous materials
transportation. It authorizes additional ap-
propriations for the training of emergency re-
sponse personnel; makes Indian tribes eligi-
ble for emergency response planning grants;
and ensures that the National Intelligent Ve-
hicle Highway System Program addresses the
use of its technologies to promote hazardous
materials safety. These measures will pro-
mote the continued safe transportation of
hazardous materials and aid in our efforts to
increase the safe operation of all commercial
motor vehicles.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 26, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 2178, approved August 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–311. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Statement on Signing the
Departments of Commerce, Justice,
and State, the Judiciary, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act
August 26, 1994

Today I have signed into law, H.R. 4603,
the ‘‘Departments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, FY 1995, and Supple-
mental Appropriations for FY 1994.’’

This Act provides funding for the Depart-
ments of Commerce, Justice, and State; the
Judiciary; and several smaller agencies.

This Act marks a bold first step in our ef-
fort to combat violent crime in America. In
this Act, the Congress has provided $2.3 bil-
lion in funding to support the key new pro-
grams in the newly-passed Crime Bill. Fore-
most, the bill makes good on the promise
of the Crime Bill by providing $1.3 billion
to begin putting 100,000 new police officers
on the street over the next 6 years.

The Act will enable the Justice Depart-
ment to escalate its efforts to secure the bor-
der and to control illegal immigration. Re-
sources are provided to expand the number
of agents at high-risk crossing points to deter
illegal immigration, improve the equipment
available to agents to increase their effective-
ness, expedite deportations of criminal illegal
aliens, and increase asylum adjudications.
The Act also provides, for the first time, a
funding source to help States that are bur-
dened by large numbers of criminal illegal
aliens in their prisons. This $130 million ini-
tiative highlights the Federal Government’s
commitment to share the responsibility for
reducing the fiscal impact of illegal immigra-
tion with affected States.

A total of $100 million is provided to States
to upgrade their criminal records databases,
continuing implementation of the Brady Bill
to ensure that handguns stay out of the hands
of criminals. Innovative programs such as
boot camps and drug courts are supported
to promote cost-effective methods of dealing
with young nonviolent offenders. Finally,
funds are provided to stop or penalize those
criminals who prey, intentionally, on women.

This Act, coupled with the Crime Bill, will
provide the foundation for our bold new
strategy of fighting crime in the United
States.

The Act also provides important funding
for some of my investment priorities, includ-
ing development of the information highway,
the defense conversion projects of the Eco-
nomic Development Administration, and
projects to foster high technology at the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology.

In addition to providing important funding
for fiscal year 1995, the Act provides urgently
needed emergency funding for fiscal year
1994. Due to an increased need for disaster
assistance, stemming primarily from the
Northridge earthquake in California and the
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recent flooding in the Southeast, the Disaster
Loan Program of the Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) is out of funds. This Act pro-
vides $470 million for SBA’s Disaster Loan
Program. Concurrently with signing H.R.
4603 into law, I am informing the Congress
of my designation of these funds as an emer-
gency requirement, thereby making them
available.

Finally, this Act provides important fund-
ing for our contribution to United Nations
international peacekeeping efforts around
the world. These efforts are essential to re-
ducing regional tensions and preventing or
stopping the horror of war.

Unfortunately, the Act does not provide
sufficient funding for the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) for fiscal year
1995. If the Congress does not provide addi-
tional funds for the SEC before adjourning
in October, the SEC will have to shut down
before the Congress returns next year. To
avoid this, I urge the Congress to enact legis-
lation providing the necessary budgetary re-
sources for the SEC prior to the start of the
new fiscal year.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 26, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4603, approved August 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–317. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Appointment for the President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation
August 26, 1994

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Ann M. Forts of Center Har-
bor, New Hampshire, as a member of the
President’s Committee on Mental Retarda-
tion (PCMR).

Ms. Forts will become the second self-ad-
vocate [a person with mental retardation] to
serve as a member of the President’s Com-
mittee on Mental Retardation and the second
self-advocate appointed by the President to
serve on the Committee.

In appointing Ms. Forts, the President
praised the contribution that she will make

as a self-advocate on the PCMR Board: ‘‘Ann
Forts represents the goal of my administra-
tion in meeting the needs of citizens with
disabilities. By listening to citizens with dis-
abilities, as experts about their lives and what
they need to live healthy and productive
lives, we will be able to pursue our common
vision of moving from exclusion to inclusion,
from dependence to independence, from pa-
ternalism to empowerment. I look forward
to the insight and wisdom Ann Forts will
share with the members of the President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 27, 1994

Good morning. This has been an historic
week for the American people. After 6 years
of talking about crime, Members of Congress
in both Houses from both parties overcame
their partisan divisions and the false choices
of the past to pass the toughest attack on
crime in history. With a little good faith and
an awful lot of hard work, both Democrats
and Republicans took a stand against crime
as the American people had demanded they
do for years.

For all those Americans who want Wash-
ington to work for them, passing the crime
bill shows we can break the stranglehold of
politics-as-usual and solve the problems you
sent us all here to solve.

Crime and violence have been increasing
for a long time. Too many law-abiding citi-
zens have been killed on their streets and
in their homes. Too many of our children
have been terrified on their streets and in
their schools. Too many police officers have
been killed in the line of duty, too many fami-
lies torn apart. But for 6 years, Washington
just talked about the crime problem and
failed to act. But this week, Congress acted.
The special interests lost. The public interest
won. Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether without regard to party to make
America safer, and every American can take
heart.
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