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Week Ending Friday, September 9, 1994

The President’s Radio Address

September 3, 1994

Good morning. For most Americans, this
Labor Day weekend is our last chance to
catch our breath before the hustle and bustle
of the fall. I’m on vacation with my family,
and many of you may be driving to the beach
or the lake for the last long weekend of sum-
mer. Maybe you’re planning to do some
back-to-school shopping or have a backyard
barbecue for your family and friends. Or per-
haps you’re one of the unsung heroes of
Labor Day, the police officers, the health
care workers, who have to be on the job this
weekend. Whether you’re working or relax-
ing, let’s take a few minutes to remember
the story of Labor Day and what it says about
the promise of American life.

One hundred years ago, America created
this national holiday to honor our working
men and women. A hundred Labor Days
later, its founders would be proud to know
that the vast majority of our working people
have lifted themselves into the great Amer-
ican middle class. We didn’t do it with hand-
outs but by working, hard working, smart
working.

The American way is to offer opportunity
and challenge people to make the most of
it. We have a unique partnership between
government, business, labor, and individual
citizens. It’s given us the public school sys-
tem, the State universities, collective bar-
gaining, the GI bill, to name just a few, all
partnerships that have given Americans the
tools to build better lives for themselves.

For the past two decades, however, more
and more people have had a harder time
achieving the American dream. Too many
Americans have found themselves working
longer and harder for stagnant wages. Crime
and terrible social problems have rendered
our quality of life more tenuous. Global eco-
nomic competition and serious, serious prob-

lems at home have really complicated our
lives.

The American people have suffered and,
too often and in too many ways, the National
Government has ignored these problems or
even made some of them worse. We have
actually managed to quadruple our national
debt in the decade of the eighties, while re-
versing and declining in our commitment to
invest in our people and our economic fu-
ture.

I ran for President because I think our Na-
tion’s mission at the close of the 20th century
must be to keep the American dream alive
in the 21st century. We need a plan for the
future that puts our people first, that has a
partnership that creates opportunity, insists
on more personal responsibility for our peo-
ple, and enables us to rebuild our commu-
nities.

We face tough challenges, and change is
always hard. The status quo has always had
powerful friends. But the families we honor
on Labor Day deserve better.

Last year we began to put into place this
strategy for the future, beginning with an ef-
fort to renew our economy and put our eco-
nomic house in order with the biggest budget
deficit reduction package in history, includ-
ing $255 billion in spending cuts, tax in-
creases for the wealthiest 1.5 percent of
Americans, and tax relief for 15 million work-
ing families with children to encourage them
to keep working and not fall back into wel-
fare.

We pried open new markets around the
world for American workers with NAFTA,
a worldwide trade agreement, new openings
to Japan and the rest of Asia, serious efforts
to sell American products, everything from
airplanes to apples.

While we cut spending, we actually in-
vested more in the lifelong education and
training that our people will need in the glob-
al economy, from Head Start to apprentice-
ships for young people who don’t go on to
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college to constant job-training opportunities
for people once they’re in the work force.

The friends of the failed policies of the
past—the people who raised taxes on the
middle class, lowered them on the wealthy,
reduced investment in our people, and ex-
ploded our deficit—they predicted this eco-
nomic strategy would fail. They said it would
produce disaster. But instead, in just 19
months, our economy has created more than
4.2 million new jobs, 93 percent of them in
the private sector.

Yesterday we got more good news. We
reached 2 million new jobs this year, and the
year still has 4 months to go. And that total
includes 135,000 new manufacturing jobs
created this year. For the first time in 10
years, manufacturing jobs have increased for
8 consecutive months.

In addition, 20 million young Americans
are already eligible to refinance their college
loans at lower interest rates with longer re-
payment terms. And we’re going to have 3
years of deficit reduction for the first time
since Harry Truman was President, creating
a more stable future for our children.

Restoring opportunity, honoring work and
family and community, that’s what this ad-
ministration and our mission are all about.
A big part of that is personal security, and
all of you saw that as the debate over the
crime bill unfolded in the last several weeks.
We have reduced the size of the Federal bu-
reaucracy by over 270,000 over the next 6
years and taken all that money to give it back
to local communities to make children and
families safer, 100,000 more police, more
prisons, longer sentences for serious offend-
ers, programs to help young people have
something to say yes to, to prevent crimes:
drug courts, boot camps, education and job-
training programs, jobs and activities for
young people, and a ban on juvenile owner-
ship of handguns and on assault weapons.
Again, there was bitter opposition. The status
quo had powerful friends, but the American
people and the American future won.

In everything we do, we must honor work
and family and community. That’s why we’re
fighting for health security for working
Americans by providing universal coverage
and controlling costs, why we’re working to
reform the welfare system to help people

move from public assistance to productive
jobs, and why we’re changing the unemploy-
ment system to a reemployment system to
help people continuously get the training, the
counseling, the information they need about
new jobs.

Our work won’t be done until all Ameri-
cans enjoy the dignity of work, the security
of world-class skills, and the opportunity to
build a life for themselves and their children
that is better. That can only be done by tak-
ing a new direction—not a Government
which says we can do it alone and certainly
not a Government that sits on the sidelines
but one that works in partnership with busi-
ness and with our individual working men
and women and their families.

On Labor Day, Monday, I’ll be visiting
with workers at a shipyard in Bath, Maine,
where that partnership is taking place, where
labor and management have made a uniquely
American covenant with themselves and with
their Government: with themselves, to share
the responsibility and rewards for the compa-
ny’s success, and with their Government, to
take a little help to move from a defense-
based economy to prove that they can com-
pete and win in a global economy that in-
volves far more than defense. Those shipyard
workers in Maine exemplify the best in the
American spirit, the understanding that when
we pull together for the common good we
are unstoppable.

This Monday, Labor Day, you’ll see that
spirit all across our country: Milwaukee, at
the Labor Day Parade; and Little Rock, at
the Old-Time American Union Picnic; in
Michigan, as they have on every Labor Day
since 1958, you’ll see tens of thousands of
people walking the 5 miles across the Mack-
inac Bridge connecting the State’s Upper and
Lower Peninsulas.

Next Sunday, in Washington, DC, there
will be a special Labor Day Mass at the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception
to bear witness to the timeless truth that
work gives structure and meaning to our lives
and is divinely ordained.

Whatever you’re doing this weekend, I
wish you all the best for yourselves and your
families. I thank you for listening and for
your dedication to our country.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Tisbury School on Martha’s Vineyard, MA.

Remarks on Labor Day in Bath,
Maine
September 5, 1994

Ladies and gentlemen, I know it’s raining
here today, but you have brought a lot of
sunshine into my life by the example you’ve
set and the work you’ve done. And I want
to thank you for coming out in the rain to
stand up for the interests of the working fam-
ilies of America on this Labor Day. Thank
you for being here.

I thank our great labor leaders Tom
Donahue and George Kourpias for being
here. I want to thank Buzz Fitzgerald and
Stoney Dionne. Tom talked about the iron-
works being run by two guys named Buzz
and Stoney. It sounded like a television se-
ries. [Laughter] If you do what I expect you
to do here, we may get a television series
out of this yet.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to my good friend Joe Brennan for being
here and for presenting himself as a can-
didate for Governor again, to Senator
Dutremble and Senator Baldacci for being
willing to run for Congress at a time when
it’s not a very popular place to be, but it’s
still an important place to be. And I want
to say a special word of thanks to Tom An-
drews for his leadership in the United States
Congress to help us rebuild the shipbuilding
industry in America and help turn this econ-
omy around.

And of course, most of all I want to thank
my good friend George Mitchell. You know,
if George had been commissioner of base-
ball, they’d be back playing again now. And
I might say on this Labor Day, there’s still
time for them to go back to work and finish
the best baseball season in 50 years, and I
hope they will.

Folks, most of what needs to be said here
today has been said. But for a century now
people have been gathering on Labor Day
to celebrate the dignity of work, its impor-
tance to our lives, and to have that last long
weekend before school starts again and we
all go back to work full-time.

I ran for President because I thought this
country was in danger of going in the wrong
direction and because I thought that our peo-
ple had it within them to keep the American
dream alive into the 21st century for our chil-
dren and our grandchildren. And I believed
then just as strongly as I believe today that
we have to have a plan, a strategy, a vision
of what we wish our country to be like and
how we’re going to get there.

If we’re going to keep the American dream
of opportunity alive for everybody who’s will-
ing to work hard and play by the rules, I
believe we must do three things: We have
to have an economy that works, we have to
empower our people to succeed and win in
that economy, and we’ve got to come to-
gether again as a community and work to-
gether. We cannot afford in a global economy
to be divided again, Government and busi-
ness and workers fighting each other all the
time, people in this country finding ways to
get in fights with each other instead of ways
to pull together and make this country great
again.

And our administration has fought for
change against some very, very powerful en-
emies of change, against people who often
don’t seem to understand what the stakes are
because that’s what I want for you and your
families and your children.

You heard Senator Mitchell say that we
began with an economic strategy to get this
terrible deficit down. The debt of this coun-
try was quadrupled in 12 years. We are bring-
ing the deficit down for 3 years in a row for
the first time since Harry Truman was Presi-
dent. We are doing it by cutting spending,
asking the wealthiest 1.5 percent to pay more
taxes, and providing tax breaks to 15 million
working families that are hovering just above
the poverty line because we want them to
keep working and raising their children, not
going into the welfare system. In the State
of Maine alone, almost 61,000 families got
a tax cut, and only 3,700 got a tax increase.
It was a good deal for Maine. It was a good
deal for America. And if it hadn’t been for
Tom Andrews and George Mitchell, the plan
would have failed, because we passed it by
the narrowest of margins over the enemies
of change.
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We have expanded trade. We have ex-
panded educational and training opportunity.
But maybe most important of all on this
Labor Day, we have called for new partner-
ships in shipbuilding, in airplane building, in
automobiles, in agriculture. The partnership
here that you’ve heard these people detail
between labor and management is the thing
I came here to highlight. Even in the driving
rain, the rest of America should know that
if you can take a 110-year-old company and
redesign the relationship of labor and man-
agement in a new partnership and ask the
National Government to help you to build
a commercial future as well as a defense fu-
ture, then every manufacturing facility in
America can do the same, and we can rebuild
this economy on the strength of your exam-
ple.

For the first time in 10 years, manufactur-
ing jobs in America have increased now for
8 months in a row. They’re a part of that
4.1 million jobs that George Mitchell talked
about. And as we look ahead from this Labor
Day, let us leave here rededicating ourselves
to meet the other challenges that face us,
to keep this economic recovery going, to
keep this partnership between business and
labor and a partnership with Government
going, to keep working until every American
can have the education and training opportu-
nities he or she needs to compete and win,
to keep working until we turn the terrible
situation we have in health care around
where we’re spending more and covering
less.

This is the only advanced country in the
world that spends 40 percent more than ev-
erybody else, and we’re still losing people
with health insurance. There are 5 million
people in working families just like yours who
had health insurance a year ago, 5 years ago,
who don’t have it today. My friends, we can
do better. And until we do better, we will
pay the price.

And let us continue our efforts to change
the way the political system works. We need
more examples of what we had with the
crime bill, where we broke through gridlock
and a few brave Republicans stood up to
their leadership and said, ‘‘The American
people want a solution to the crime prob-
lems. It’s not a partisan problem. It’s an

American problem, and we’re going to work
on it together.’’ We need that in other exam-
ples as well. We need the Congress to pass
the laws reforming the lobbying practices
and the campaign finance practices in Wash-
ington, to help to free people to make the
courageous decisions that have to be made.

And finally let me say this, and I want to
close with this because I want you to think
about this as you leave. We’ve got to get out
of here, or we’re going to raise health care
costs by staying in the rain too long. [Laugh-
ter] We can create more jobs. We can em-
power you to seize those jobs. But unless we
get back to good, old-fashioned American
values of working together in partnership,
we’re still not going to do what we ought
to do. Everybody is for change in general,
but they can always find a reason to be
against it in particular. Believe me, there will
never be a bill in Congress that is perfect,
because we are not perfect people. There is
always some reason we can find to say no,
to turn away from tomorrow, to be divided
from our friends and neighbors.

This Bath Iron Works is coming back be-
cause Stoney and Buzz and all the other peo-
ple put aside their differences to find some-
thing they could say yes to. This is going to
happen in America because this administra-
tion is working with the tools we have to re-
build the American economy in partnership,
not sitting on the sidelines and not promising
you miracles but promising you progress.

And I ask you as you leave here today to
reward people in public life who will say yes
to America, who will look for ways to come
together, not be divided, who will ask you
to be courageous enough to face the tough
decisions. That’s the real way to make sure
we have a 21st century where the rain brings
the sunshine.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the
Bath Iron Works shipyard. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Tom Donahue, secretary-treasurer,
AFL–CIO; George Kourpias, international presi-
dent, International Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers (IAM); Duane (Buzz) Fitzger-
ald, president and chief executive officer, Bath
Iron Works Corp.; John (Stoney) Dionne, presi-
dent, IAM Local S6; John E. Baldacci, Maine
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State senator; and Dennis L. Dutremble, presi-
dent, Maine Senate.

Statement on the Observance of
Rosh Hashana, 1994
September 5, 1994

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Rosh Hashana in this promising year of re-
newal.

The high holidays, the most solemn and
hallowed days of the Hebrew calendar, mark
the beginning of a new year. Jews around
the world pause to reassess their lives and
their relationships with others and with God.
Most important, Rosh Hashana celebrates
change—bidding farewell to an old year and
welcoming the new.

During last year’s high holy days, the world
rejoiced as Prime Minister Rabin and Chair-
man Arafat took the first brave steps toward
peace in the Middle East. This year, in the
same courageous spirit, we have seen new,
bold steps in the peace process. Together,
we watched the determined leaders of Israel
and Jordan turn away from the sorrow of gen-
erations of hostility, blood, and tears to em-
brace the promises of hope and prosperity.

As the shofar sounds this Rosh Hashana,
let it be a summons to build on this long
anticipated foundation—a summons to nour-
ish the seeds of peace that have finally been
planted on both sides of the River Jordan.

Best wishes to all for a joyous Rosh Ha-
shana and a peaceful new year.

NOTE: This statement is identical to a message
made available by the White House. Rosh Ha-
shana was observed on September 6.

Statement on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1994
September 6, 1994

I am pleased to extend greetings to all who
are observing Yom Kippur, the most solemn
of Jewish holidays.

The holy day of Yom Kippur recognizes
that all human beings are capable of trans-
gression and of atonement. Judaism teaches
that every person, from time to time, fails
to act in accordance with his or her highest
principles. Yom Kippur offers worshippers

the chance to seek forgiveness for sins com-
mitted during the past year and to reassess
personal behavior. Beyond this, the Day of
Atonement urges the repair of torn relation-
ships and encourages treating all people with
kindness. It is a day intended for rectifying
mistakes and for recommitment in a journey
leading from thought to deed.

As we strive to recognize changes that
must be made in our own lives and for our
entire world, we turn to each other for the
strength we seek. Though the challenges of
our world are formidable, and ancient ani-
mosities are not easily overcome, the past
year has shown us time and again that peace
is within our power.

Let this day serve as a call to make the
changes in our lives and in our communities
that peace and prosperity require. Let us re-
dedicate ourselves to caring for others and
to teaching our children the lessons of com-
passion. In the spirit of reconciliation and re-
newal that were so evident in the Israeli-Jor-
danian peace initiative, let us work toward
building a brighter world for the generations
to come.

Best wishes to all for an observance full
of meaning and hope.

NOTE: This advance text is identical to a message
made available by the White House. Yom Kippur
will be observed on September 15.

Remarks Honoring the All-American
Cities Award Winners
September 8, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, and
welcome to the Rose Garden on this beau-
tiful day. I want to acknowledge the presence
of Secretary Cisneros, who was once director
of the National Civic League and whose city,
San Antonio, a few years ago was an All-
American City under his leadership. Con-
gresswoman Johnson, Congressman Borski,
Congressman Blackwell, Congressman
Thomas, and Congressman Sharp are here.

I also want to say a word of special appre-
ciation for the National Civic League be-
cause this is its centennial year. When the
league was founded, Theodore Roosevelt
said, ‘‘There are many ways in which a man
or a woman can work for the higher life of
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American cities.’’ Well, judging by what the
mayors here and their citizens have shown
us, that is just as true if not more true today
than it was 100 years ago. We know, given
the complex challenges that our cities face,
we need that kind of commitment now even
more than we needed it 100 years ago.

We are here to celebrate success on many
fronts. Some of the cities are being honored
for designing programs to get our children
off the streets and into better lives. Others
have expanded downtown business areas,
opened free health clinics for the poor,
smoothed the economic impact of a base clo-
sure. These 10 cities represent regions all
over America, and they’re of different sizes,
with different problems and different chal-
lenges and different opportunities. They do
teach us, however, one thing in common:
when our citizens work in partnership, when
they work business and labor and govern-
ment, when they find ways to come together
instead of being divided, they can do miracu-
lous things.

The partnerships we celebrate here are a
reminder that government can and must
help, that businesses and volunteer organiza-
tions working with citizens themselves must
do the hard work of restoring America’s com-
munities. Each and every one of us must be
personally responsible for working in our
communities and making a difference. No
one else will ever care about a community
half as much as those who live there and raise
their children there, who look forward to
growing old there and being remembered
there. And who knows how to solve the prob-
lems of a place better than those who call
it home?

That’s not to say that you should do all
the work on your own. Our Federal Govern-
ment must and will continue to help. Every-
thing we do, even here, should ultimately be
about empowering people at the grassroots
to assume responsibility for their own lives,
their own communities, their own families;
to be able to compete and win, to succeed
in the complicated but exhilarating world to-
ward which we are moving in the next cen-
tury.

We’ve worked hard over the last 19
months to create that kind of framework, in
strengthening our economy, in reforming our

education system, in following some of the
initiatives Secretary Cisneros has set out for
cities and for communities within cities all
across America.

We have another great opportunity for
partnership now that the crime bill has at
last passed. If ever there was an example of
the Federal Government reaching out to em-
power people at the grassroots level, the
crime bill is it. It’s paid for by reducing the
size of the National Government by 270,000
over the next 6 years, giving all the money
back to local communities to hire police, to
build prisons, to build prevention programs,
to reach out to young people, to give people
something to say yes to, to put people to work
and put people in responsible play as well.

These things can work in miraculous ways,
but we’re going to depend upon you to make
them work. Getting the crime bill through
Congress was difficult, all right. It took 6
years. But you don’t have 6 years to make
it work at the grassroots. The money is flow-
ing in this fiscal year, and we have to depend
upon all of you to reduce crime and violence
and to increase the number of young people
who have a better future.

The partnerships that we celebrate today
and the ones our administration is committed
to creating tomorrow, all of them are the
backbone of our future. The cities are leading
the way, and those of you who are being hon-
ored today are truly outstanding. I can’t wait
to present the awards. I have already read
the reasons why all of you are being acknowl-
edged. It reminded me of a lot of the things
that I did as a Governor. It reminds me, too,
here in Washington that very often the most
important things we do receive the least pub-
licity, especially if we do them hand in hand
instead of fist against fist. But you keep on
doing it, because in the end the results will
be the ultimate reward.

Now I’d like to introduce a person that
it’s my great honor to present, one of our
country’s most distinguished citizens, the
chairman of the National Civic League, John
Gardner.

[At this point, Mr. Gardner and Wayne
Hedien, chief executive officer, Allstate Insur-
ance Co., sponsor of the awards, each made
brief remarks. The awards were then pre-
sented.]
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The President. Thank you very much. Let
me just say a word of thanks to Allstate and
to its chairman for their leadership. And
thanks again to John Gardner. Thanks to all
the Members of Congress for coming here.
And thanks to all of you.

The most important thing I think we can
take away from here is what John Gardner
said: This is a can-do country. This is fun-
damentally an optimistic country. Just 2 days
ago the international economic experts who
every year rank the countries of the world
in terms of how productive they are, ranked
the United States number one again for the
first time in nearly 10 years.

That happened because of what people are
doing in the heartland and because we’re get-
ting our act together up here. And you should
feel very hopeful about the future because
of what you have done and because of what
you have done.

Thank you, and God bless you all. We’re
adjourned. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Appointment for Chair of the
National Cancer Advisory Board
September 8, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint Barbara K. Rimer, Dr. P.H.,
of Duke University, as Chair and member
of the National Cancer Advisory Board
(NCAB).

‘‘The NCAB plays a critical role by provid-
ing advice on the Federal cancer research
effort,’’ the President said. ‘‘Dr. Rimer has
demonstrated her ability to meld insight from
the biological and behavioral sciences into
new approaches to cancer control, and I look
forward to her leadership of the NCAB.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Appointment for Chair of the
President’s Cancer Panel
September 8, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to reappoint Harold P. Freeman, M.D.,

of Harlem Hospital Center, New York, as
Chair and member of the President’s Cancer
Panel. The President’s Cancer Panel is a 3-
member group providing advice to the Presi-
dent on various aspects of the National Can-
cer Program. Dr. Freeman has chaired the
Panel since 1991.

‘‘The President’s Cancer Panel plays an es-
sential role in monitoring the Nation’s cancer
program and guiding its progress into the fu-
ture,’’ the President said. ‘‘I admire Dr. Free-
man’s commitment to reducing death and
suffering from cancer during this time of sig-
nificant progress and considerable challenge
in cancer research. The National Cancer Pro-
gram is vital to our Nation’s health.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the 1994 Seeds of Peace
Group
September 9, 1994

The President. I want to welcome all of
you here to the White House, young people
from all across the Middle East. We have
here Israeli, Palestinian, Egyptian, Moroc-
can, and Jordanian young people coming to-
gether to our country as ambassadors of
peace for an entire generation.

A year ago, almost to the day, we had the
signing of the Israeli-PLO accord here. And
there were young people from Seeds of
Peace here. And when they were here, I saw
them and asked that all present dedicate
themselves to peace for the next generation.
Since then we have seen an agreement be-
tween Israel and Jordan. We have seen fur-
ther peace on the other Middle East fronts,
further progress on the other Middle East
peace fronts. And we have seen just last week
Morocco and Israel take the first step toward
establishing diplomatic relations.

But ahead of all that is the simple magic
of the person-to-person relationships that
you are building and a future you are build-
ing for yourselves. I hope so much that by
the time all of you are my age the problems
of the Middle East will be a distant memory,
and all of you will celebrate the unity and
strength, the harmony and prosperity of a re-
gion of people working together just as you
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have sung together today and come together
in the United States.

This is a time of peace as well as trouble
in the world. We see progress in the Middle
East. We see progress in Ireland. We see de-
mocracy taking root in Russia. There is a
great deal to hope for and a great deal of
work to do. I think it is fair to say that for
me and for all of us who have seen you here
in the United States, the image of your smil-
ing together, of you singing together, of you
being together will spur us on to try to make
sure that the future that you share will be
a future you share together.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, John Wallach, president, Seeds
of Peace, and Tamer Nagy Mohamed, an
Egyptian participant in the program, made
brief remarks and presented gifts to the Presi-
dent.]

The President. Thank you. [Applause]
That’s terrific. Good luck to you. Thank you.

Mr. Mohamed. Thank you very much.
The President. Let’s give him another

hand. Didn’t he do a good job? Thank you.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 a.m. on the South
Lawn at the White House prior to his departure
for New Orleans, LA.

Remarks to the National Baptist
Convention, USA, in New Orleans,
Louisiana
September 9, 1994

If I could sing like that, I would have never
gotten into politics. [Laughter and applause]
Reverend Jemison; your president-elect, Dr.
Lyons; to Dr. Richardson, Reverend James,
Dr. Mary Ross; to all the distinguished
Louisianans here present, including Rev-
erend Governor Edwards—I thought he did
very well today—Senator Breaux and Con-
gressman Jefferson and Mayor Morial and all
your State officials and legislators; Reverend
Jackson; to all the members of my staff and
Cabinet who are here—where are the people
here with the administration? They’re all
here somewhere.

I want to say many things, but first we have
a duty, I think, as Americans to take a mo-

ment of silence now for the 131 people who
were killed in that awful air crash in Pitts-
burgh. Hillary and I send our deepest sym-
pathies and our prayers to the friends and
the loved ones of the crash victims. And I
know that all of you and all Americans also
send your prayers to the grieving.

Our Secretary of Transportation, Secretary
Peña, is there in Pittsburgh. I have talked
with the mayor and the Governor this morn-
ing and with Senator Wofford. All Americans
should know that we will do whatever we can
to assure their safety in travel. But let us
today, in the painful recognition of our fal-
libility as human beings, mourn with a mo-
ment of silence those who lost their lives.

Amen.
Well, Dr. Jemison, I thank you for that

warm introduction. I have known you as a
friend for a long time. When we were stand-
ing outside, about to come up, he was review-
ing his more than 50 years in the leadership
of this great church. That’s a long time, wor-
thy of honor, and I give it.

Two years ago I had a great moment with
all of you in Atlanta when I was running for
President. And last year I was invited to ap-
pear, and I couldn’t. I had to give my regrets.
I sort of felt like the boy who skipped Sunday
school. [Laughter] I promised Dr. Jemison
I’d be here this year no matter what, so I
showed up, and I hope you have forgiven
me because I feel at home.

Two years ago I came to you, and you re-
sponded. I asked you to work with me to
give us at least a chance to change the direc-
tion our country was headed in. We had too
much debt and too few jobs. We seemed to
be going in the wrong direction, where ordi-
nary Americans were ignored and people
with money and organized power were heed-
ed, but somehow the thing was not working.
As the Vice President used to say, ‘‘What
ought to be up was down, and what ought
to be down was up.’’ And that was a problem.
I wanted a chance to try to move this country
forward again and to try to pull our country
together again.

Today, having served now for not quite 2
years, I guess what I want to say to you is
I think we’re doing a pretty good job of mov-
ing forward but not nearly a good enough
job of coming together.
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I have here in the front some of my friends
and former employers from the State of Ar-
kansas. Would you all stand up? Thank you
and bless you for being here.

I lived in a little State to the north of here
for a while, you know. And I learned that
it was not healthy to say one thing to one
group and one to another. You had to say
the same thing to everybody and mean it
every day.

I never will forget when I was running for
President, one of the most memorable days
I had was speaking on one day of the week-
end in Macomb County, Michigan, the
prototypical, what they used to call ‘‘Reagan
Democrat county,’’ where there was a lot of
what they used to call ‘‘white flight.’’ And
then the next day I went to a black church
in Detroit where half the people were from
Arkansas. And I gave the same speech I had
given the day before, and people thought that
was strange. And I said, ‘‘Is it so strange that
we should say the same thing to all Ameri-
cans and try to come together?’’

I want to talk to you today about that. I
still believe what I believed 2 years ago, that
the Government has a role to play in the fu-
ture of this country and the future of our
families and our hopes and our dreams, not
as savior but not on the sidelines, just as a
partner in progress. I still believe that, to-
gether, we can meet every challenge, that we
can fulfill the hopes of our children. I still
believe there are a lot of things we have to
do that go way beyond the reach of Govern-
ment into the depths of the human spirit.

Today I say to you again, I think we’re
making a lot of progress, and I feel good
about that. But I don’t think we’re doing as
well as we should in coming together. And
I don’t feel good about that, and I want to
examine that and what I could do better and
what you can do better.

I noticed a columnist wrote the other day
in the newspaper, he said, ‘‘There’s lots of
things going right in this country. The econ-
omy is booming. We’ve got over 4 million
new jobs. The stock market is up. The deficit
is down. Things look good in the future. Our
country was just rated the most productive
country in the entire world for the first time
in nearly 10 years.’’ We’ve got over 4 million

new jobs, as I said, the unemployment rate
is down. A lot of things are going well.

We see around the world real progress:
peace in the Middle East, in the Holy Land,
something that should gladden the heart of
every Christian. We see peace prospects are
moving forward in Northern Ireland, some-
thing many of us thought we would never
see. We see the majesty of peace and democ-
racy and freedom unfolding in South Africa.
And I want to thank Reverend Jackson for
his leadership of our election team over there
in South Africa, during that process.

And, so the writer said—he was writing
about me—he said, ‘‘If things are going so
well, why are people still mad at the Presi-
dent?’’ Well, what he might have said is, you
remember that old saying, ‘‘If I’m so rich,
why am I not happy?’’ [Laughter]

Well, there are a lot of reasons for that.
But let me offer one. I just got back from
vacation, and when I was on vacation, I went
to church and I heard a minister I’d never
seen before from a little town in New Jersey
called Red Bank. You know where Red Bank,
New Jersey is? [Applause]

The first thing he did was give us dispensa-
tion for being on vacation, which I felt good
about. He said, ‘‘Life is not all work. It is
also play and rest and worship.’’ But he went
on to say, ‘‘It’s not only important to do all
those things but to get them right. And if
you don’t have faith, you won’t have the
rhythm right. You will find yourselves work-
ing at play and playing at worship, and you’ll
have it all messed up.’’

Well, that’s kind of what’s going on in our
country today. We still haven’t quite got the
rhythm right. So that even though we are
facing a lot of our most profound problems
and even though we are clearly making
progress in areas too long ignored, which
many of you have mentioned here, we have
to say: What is the real deal here? Why aren’t
we happier about it?

There are many reasons, but let me offer
three. One is, whenever periods of profound
change occur in the lives of individuals or
nations, they are unsettling. Isn’t that right?
Can’t you think of times in your own life
when you were making a change, and every
day you woke up and it was like there was
this scale inside your body. And on one side
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of the scale was hope, and on the other side
of the scale was fear, and it seemed like every
day, the scales would be in a little bit dif-
ferent balance until you finally got through
this change you were going through.

We can all identify with that. That’s what’s
going on in this country today. It’s happened
before. At the end of the First World War,
we won this great battle, and we didn’t know
what to do with ourselves, and so we just
came home and folded up our tents. We
thought we could withdraw from the world.
And what happened? That’s when the Ku
Klux Klan first started rising up. At the end
of the First World War, when we lost our
concentration, and we lost our way, and we
didn’t know who the enemy was anymore.
It’s also when we had the first Red Scare,
when everybody began to be accused of
being a Communist if they had unconven-
tional opinions.

Then, at the end of the Second World
War, the same sort of thing happened, except
we knew better than to withdraw from the
world. Harry Truman said, ‘‘No, no, we’re
going to rebuild the country here at home
for the soldiers and their families, and we’re
going to rebuild our enemies, Germany and
Japan, and our Allies in Europe. And we
know who the enemy is. It’s the Soviet Union
and communism. So we’re going to have a
great wall against communism, and we’re
going to fight this cold war.’’

But still, there was uncertainty. There was
a new Red Scare, which came to its height
under Senator McCarthy. And Harry Tru-
man had a hard time getting people to
change. You know, he was at 80 percent ap-
proval in the polls after he dropped the bomb
which ended the war, but by the time he
sent the second health reform legislation to
Congress—that’s how long we’ve been trying
to fix the health care system—by the time
Harry Truman did it the second time, he was
down to 36 percent in the polls. Now, every-
body talks about him like he ought to be on
Mount Rushmore. [Laughter] But I was for
a family who supported him when he was
living, and I know what happened.

Change is difficult. And when you’re going
through a period of change, we are vulner-
able to getting out of our rhythm.

The second problem is, we live in a time
which almost seems to glorify the negative,
the cynical, don’t we? [Applause] It’s the old
story. There’s a lot more people prone to see
the glass of water is half empty than half full
than there used to be, and to tell all the rest
of us we’re just fools if we see it half full;
it’s really half empty.

And then, frankly, let’s face it: We still
have some problems that are real deep in
this country that all the progress we’re mak-
ing does not necessarily touch. We have 4.1
million new jobs. The work force is expand-
ing more rapidly than it did 10 years ago,
the last time we had any kind of economic
recovery, but lots of folks still out of work.
A lot of folks live in places where they don’t
believe new jobs are coming. A lot of people
are working harder; they have their job, but
they don’t think they’ll ever get a raise. Five
million, five million people live in working
families who had health insurance 5 years
ago, who do not have it today.

So we have some real problems. Governor
Edwards alluded to the most heart-breaking
of all, those that involve the children of this
country, their sins and their abuses and their
loss of their childhood and their innocence,
and our loss of their future: The 11-year-old
boy in Chicago, Robert Sandifer, who
sprayed gunfire at a group of kids and killed
a 14-year-old girl and then was killed himself,
his grandmother saying, ‘‘I could not reach
you.’’ And then in New Jersey, the 13-year-
old who stole a gun to end a petty argument
and the life of his 11-year-old friend. In De-
troit, Rosa Parks was attacked by a crack ad-
dict for $53. In my hometown, an 82-year-
old woman, attacked by two teenagers, bru-
talized and sexually molested—82 years old.

These aren’t Baptist problems or Catholic
problems or Jewish problems. Contrary to
what some people say, they’re not black or
white problems. No, the 11-year-old in Chi-
cago was black, but the teenager in New Jer-
sey who killed and the victim were both
white. Rosa Parks is a hero to African-Ameri-
cans and a hero to people who have been
oppressed throughout the world, but the 82-
year-old woman in my hometown was a white
lady, and so were the people who attacked
her.
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These problems and the problems behind
them that brought the children to the miser-
able point in life where they did what they
did, these are the things that are gnawing
at our spirit that we have to address so we
can get the rhythm right, we can go on and
face the challenges of this time, all the
changes. And we can make change our friend
if we know that we are grounded. That is
what your faith is about. But it is also now
what our citizenship must be more about.

I note that there are many voices from all
sectors preaching to us today about the de-
cline in our values. In a way I welcome them
all. And whether they are traditionally our
allies or our adversaries, we should listen for
the truth of their words, and if they are true,
we should heed them.

On the other hand, I would issue two cau-
tionary notes: We should not let the voices
of despair make our insecurities even deeper.
That is wrong. That is wrong. There have
always been problems in every society, and
there will be until the end of time. That is
the lesson of the Scripture. So for all the peo-
ple who try to use the difficulties of the mo-
ment to dampen the energies of Americans,
to defeat our spirits, I say, that is wrong. The
Scripture says, ‘‘Let us not grow weary in
well-doing for in due season we shall reap
if we do not lose heart.’’

The darkness of every storm provides a
new chance for renewal, every storm. And
so does this one. So to all those who preach
that we need to return to the values of our
faith, I say, we do. But the real issue is, what
are we going to do about it? Not what are
we going to say about it, but what are we
going to do about it? The saying is important,
for we in words come to visualize the future.
And we need the vision so that we do not
perish. But we must act on the vision. And
that’s where all the problems come.

You know the old story about the preacher
who was preaching his best on Sunday morn-
ing and thought he had finally reached every-
body in the service? And he said, ‘‘I want
everybody who wants to go to heaven to
stand up right now.’’ And everybody in the
whole church stood up except Sister Jones,
who had not missed a day in church in 40
years. And he was crestfallen. It broke all
his concentration. He stopped the sermon.

He said, ‘‘Sister Jones, you have not missed
a sermon in 40 years. Do you mean to tell
me you do not want to go to heaven when
you die?’’ And she popped right up, and she
said, ‘‘Oh, I’m sorry, preacher, I thought you
were trying to get up a load to go right now.’’
[Laughter]

Now that’s a big problem, isn’t it? We all
want to do it somewhere down the road, but
if we have to do something right now, well
that’s something we better think about. So
the challenge is, what are we going to do
right now? Not later, but now, right now.

I say this to the people who always say
the glass is half empty, always being pessimis-
tic, always being negative. They have it easy.
That lets you out of any responsibility at all.
You adopt a pessimistic, negative attitude;
you be cynical. It just relieves you of any re-
sponsibility for doing because then doing
doesn’t matter. Right? All I can tell you is,
there would be no free Americans sitting in
this place today if the pessimists and the cyn-
ics and the negative people had ruled this
country all along the way.

Our obligation and our power flows out
of two simple lessons I was taught about our
whole civilization many years ago in college.
One is that the future can be better than
the present, not perfect but better. And the
second is that each of us has a personal,
moral responsibility to make it so. That is
the simple lesson that will get our rhythm
back, that will put us back in harmony, that
will enable us to enjoy our progress and still
keep working on the deep and profound
things that are challenging us and dealing
with the unsettling impact of this changing
time.

My vision is that we will go into the 21st
century as a country more free, more pros-
perous, more united, and more open to mak-
ing change our friend than we have ever
been.

Yes, we are beginning to see results. Yes,
the economy is doing better. Yes, we are see-
ing more fairness as well as more progress.
We did raise taxes on the wealthiest 11⁄2 per-
cent of Americans to bring the deficit down,
but we also gave tax cuts to 15 million work-
ing families just above the poverty line to say,
‘‘You got off welfare; you’re working; we’re
going to reward you being a parent and a
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worker.’’ We did that. We are making
progress.

We got 180,000 more kids in Head Start.
We’re going to immunize a couple of million
more children so that by 1996 all the kids
2 years of age and less, like this little kid
here, will have their shots. We’re doing more
to provide job training for people who lose
their jobs, and we made 20 million Ameri-
cans eligible to refinance their college loans
at lower interest rates with a longer repay-
ment term. These things are important. They
matter.

Work, the dignity of work is central to our
ability to build a future. The second thing
we have to do is not just talk about how we
need stronger families but think about what
I can do and you can do to make them strong-
er. We didn’t cut taxes for those 15 million
working families for just political reasons. We
did it because people have got to be able
to succeed today as workers and as parents.
And if we want people to work and parent,
we have to reward work. That’s why the Fam-
ily and Medical Leave Act was so important.
How can you say you want people to be good
family members and then fire them if they
have to take a little time off to have a baby
or take care of a sick parent?

There’s a bill in the Congress I really be-
lieve in, sponsored by Senator Metzenbaum,
to make adoptions easier and to make it pos-
sible for people to adopt children across ra-
cial lines if nobody else is there wanting to
adopt the children. Don’t leave kids in the
limbo of foster care for years and years and
years. Give them a chance to do it.

The third thing we have to do is to make
our communities stronger. We have to act
as if we believe what we talk about all the
time, that we’re all in this together. The Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
is here today. Henry Cisneros has done more
to come up with a program to end homeless-
ness than anybody in the last 10 years. We’ve
been talking about it. He’s trying to do some-
thing about it. It makes us stronger as a com-
munity.

The welfare reform bill is about commu-
nity, empowering everybody to participate.
The enterprise zones are about giving poor
communities the incentive to draw capital to

put people to work. These things will make
our communities stronger.

And the crime bill was about communities.
Because if your streets aren’t safe, if people
don’t feel secure, it’s hard to call them to
higher citizenship. What did Edwin Everett
say, ‘‘If you’ve got the right to vote but you’re
scared to go to the polling place, it’s hard
to talk about citizenship.’’ That’s why it was
important.

We’re also trying to change the way Gov-
ernment works, reforming the way we fi-
nance our campaigns and try to at least tell
you what the lobbyists are doing in Washing-
ton with new disclosure requirements, a bill
that would make Congress live under all the
laws it imposes on you. That’s not a bad idea,
I think. These things are important.

We’re trying to prove something that I al-
ways believe, that you can have diversity and
excellence at the same time. Look at our
Cabinet: five African-Americans, more than
twice as many as ever served; 15 percent of
all appointments, more than twice as many
appointments to the Federal courts as the
last three Presidents combined are African-
Americans. But what really ought to make
you clap is that these judges have the highest
percentage of ‘‘well-qualified’’ ratings by the
American Bar Association since they have
been giving out the ratings. They’re not just
from different racial groups and men and
women; they’re well-qualified.

So there are things that Government can
do. This crime bill I want to talk about be-
cause it runs into the question of harmony.
There are a lot of things the Government
can’t do, or there are things the Government
can do, and it’s still not enough. I know that
crime bill wasn’t perfect. And I know it im-
posed great, great challenges for the African-
American Members of Congress and for
many people and religious faiths because it
contains capital punishment provisions. And
many people oppose capital punishment for
everyone, and many others say that African-
Americans are more likely to get the penalty
because poor folks are more likely than non-
poor folks to be convicted and sentenced to
death. I know that there are those who say
that when we build more prisons and make
sentences for repeat offenders longer and
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tougher, that will have a disproportionate im-
pact on the African-American community.

But to that, I say this: Every time you look
at the evening news, there’s another funeral.
And there’s a disproportionate number of
black kids lying in those pine boxes, too. And
that’s wrong. That’s what’s really wrong. And
we have got to find a way, imperfect though
it is, to get all the Americans together, with
all their different perspectives, and move for-
ward on this issue, because if people are not
safe, we’re in trouble.

And if we put the 100,000 police on the
street and do it right, they’ll prevent crime,
not just catch criminals. If we get these as-
sault weapons off the street—and it’s now
illegal for kids to own handguns—if we start
enforcing that law, and if we do something
with that prevention money, if we give these
kids something to say yes to, if we do some-
thing with the job money, with the job train-
ing money, with the drug treatment money,
with the recreation money, if we give people
at that time of their lives when they’ve got
all this energy some constructive outlet for
it, it will make a difference.

But if you really want it, to lower the crime
rate, reduce violence, and save more kids’
lives, all the work is still to be done. All the
work is still to be done. And it’s like asking
Sister Jones to go to heaven; we’ve got to
do this right now. If we believe there is a
crisis of the spirit, a crisis of values in this
country, we have to do something about it
right now. And we’ve got to do it where we
live.

I would like to suggest just four simple
things that go beyond Government programs.
And you know them all, and many of you
are doing them all. But every American can
make a contribution. We are raising a whole
generation of kids who aren’t sure they’re the
most important person in the world to any-
body.

Now, consider this: Today, about 40 per-
cent of all children are born in the homes
where there was never a marriage. Twenty-
seven percent of all pregnancies end in abor-
tion. I don’t care what your position is,
whether you’re pro-choice or anti; that’s too
many. That’s not about serious health prob-
lems or emotional problems. So when the
miracle of conception occurs, less than half

of those miracles wind up being babies born
into homes where there’s a mother and a fa-
ther and where the kid’s got a better-than-
even chance of having the life that most of
us have, or we wouldn’t be here in our neck-
ties and nice dresses today. Now, that’s just
a fact.

Dr. King once said, ‘‘Whom we wish to
change, we must first love.’’ And I know not
everybody is going to be in a stable, tradi-
tional family like you see in one of those 1950
sitcoms, but we’d be better off if more people
were. I was raised by a wonderful mother
who worked, who cared for me, who was a
widow when I was born, went through a dif-
ficult marriage. And at least every now and
then I find somebody who thinks I turned
out all right, so it can happen. But we have
to say, who is going to care for these chil-
dren? In every single study that’s ever been
done of young people who did well against
all the odds with terrible circumstances and
all the things that could have gone wrong,
it is always, always, always the case that they
had a relationship with somebody who cared
about them, somebody.

I don’t think we ought to give up on fami-
lies. Yesterday I met with a number of min-
isters. And one friend of mine who pastors
a massive church in the Washington area, an
African-American church, has made the mis-
sion of his church the rebuilding of the fam-
ily. Over 40 percent of the members are
male, and he left our breakfast to go back
to meet with 150 couples who had split up
or never married. Some of them were di-
vorced. Sometimes people had flown in from
thousands of miles away. He was trying to
get them back together for the children’s
sake and because it was the right thing to
do. We need to do more of that. But he’s
not just talking about it, he’s doing some-
thing.

If that’s not an option, then somebody’s
got to love these children. When I was in
Des Moines, Iowa, in the campaign, I saw
a white lady holding an African-American
baby that had AIDS. She was from Iowa. The
kid was from Miami. She had been aban-
doned by her husband. She had two children
of her own. She was living in an apartment
house, working at a meager job. She thought
it was God’s will that she take a child who
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was sick and abandoned. And she did it. If
she could do it, a lot of the rest of us should
as well.

Someone has got to care for these chil-
dren. I’ve heard Reverend Jackson talk about
this. I think about it all the time as my daugh-
ter grows up. We have to find—in families
where the mother is doing all the work, then
there needs to be somebody outside the fam-
ily, a male figure, who can at least relate to
children, who can say things like, ‘‘What are
you reading?’’ and ‘‘How are you doing in
class?’’ ‘‘This is right, and this is wrong.’’ ‘‘I’d
like to see your report card.’’ ‘‘What do you
want to do 5 years from now?’’

You know, how many children do we
know—how many children, how many of
these kids that are shooting one another
never think about 5 years from now? The
future to them is 5 minutes from now. Why
is that? Because no one is asking them about
it. Where there is no vision, people perish.
They cannot visualize 5 years from now. So
that’s the first thing.

The second thing we’ve got to do is help
these kids at least grow up without fear,
which means we’ve got to keep them from
getting shot and stop them from shooting.
And laws can help, and policemen can help,
but every 2 hours in this country another kid
under the age of 19 dies from gunfire. A 9-
year-old boy wrote me from this city right
here in New Orleans and said, ‘‘Please do
something about this. I’m afraid I could get
killed.’’ And on Mother’s Day, a month after
he wrote me, he got killed just walking home
from school.

Now, there are things people can do in
their neighborhoods to stop this. We are giv-
ing you more tools in terms of the laws and
the police, but we’ve got to have help.
Schools can be made safer. Walking routes
can be made safer. Use the crime bill
funds—the churches are eligible to partici-
pate—and give kids something to do after
school to get them off the street where they
can be in recreation. I got so tired, when
we were debating that crime bill, hearing
people badmouth midnight basketball. I’d a
lot rather have somebody shooting hoops
than shooting bullets. But you have to make
that work.

The third thing I would say is, we have
to be more honest. Sometimes it is almost
embarrassing, I know, but we’ve got to be
more honest with our young people in teach-
ing them to respect themselves, their bodies,
their souls, and their futures. And we always
talk about how irresponsible it is for young
men to father these children and run off, but
we’ve got to get more young women to make
a different choice in life too. We have simply
got to find a way to deal with this.

Thirty years ago one of 40 white births was
out of wedlock; now it’s one in five. Thirty
years ago, one in five African-American
births was out of wedlock; now, over half.
But the white out-of-wedlock birthrate is
growing much faster than the African-Amer-
ican rate. So, we are going to have equal op-
portunity for all before you know it. [Laugh-
ter]

You’re laughing to keep from crying, but
it’s not funny, is it? We’re going to see a
merger of this. No more race discrimination;
more than half of everybody’s babies will be
born where there was never a marriage. That
is a disaster. It is wrong, and someone has
to say, again, ‘‘It is simply not right. You
shouldn’t have a baby before you’re ready,
and you shouldn’t have a baby when you’re
not married. You just have to stop it.’’ We’ve
got to turn it around.

Now I want to make it clear we shouldn’t
stigmatize these babies, and when they’re
born, we should take care of them. We ought
to love the babies. We ought to love the par-
ents. We ought to give them the best future
we can, but we have to tell people, look at
the facts. Look at what happens to people.
Look at their incomes, their education levels,
their future. We’ve got to get people out of
thinking that the future is 5 minutes away
and to realize it is 5 years or 10 years or
20 years away. And you have to do that. I’ll
try to do my part, but this is not a Govern-
ment deal. This is the way people are behav-
ing, as if there was no respect for themselves
and no future. We have to stop.

Finally, let me say, I ask you to help lead
us in bringing back an ethic of service to this
Nation. We’re going to kick off our national
service program on Monday, which will this
year involve 20,000 young Americans in serv-
ing their community, many of them in church
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groups. The Congress of National Black
Churches is an active participant in national
service. We want kids working with churches
to solve a lot of these problems and earning
credit for their college education. Year after
next we’ll have 100,000 young people. You
can put them to work. When people are serv-
ing one another, when they’re acting as role
models, they’ll be better people themselves.
And you can do that.

All these things you can do: help our kids
be safer, help make sure every child is loved
by somebody and disciplined by somebody
and cared for by somebody, and help our kids
change this culture which is ending family
life and childhood as we know it and bring
us back to the spirit of service.

Finally, let me say this: I came here to
say this because I don’t believe in preaching
at people. I believe you are the heroes of
this whole thing. A lot of you have been out
there like the little Dutch boy with your
thumb in the dike against all these forces for
years. A lot of you have been doing these
things. A lot of you have run the day care
centers and run the recreation programs and
run the prison ministries and counseled the
young people. You have done this. But Amer-
ica now knows that we must all do this.

So I say, I honor you. I honor the members
of your church that get up and go to work
every day and follow the law and pay their
taxes and do their best to raise their kids.
And let us say for the record, since all Amer-
ica is watching this, most of the members
of your church do exactly that. They play by
the rules, and they work hard, and they do
their best.

But let’s not kid each other, folks. I’m
going to go back to Washington. And I’ll keep
trying to create jobs. And we’ll do a good
job of that. And we’ll open America to the
world. I’ll keep working for peace and free-
dom around the world. I’ll keep working for
better education and training opportunities.
I’ll keep trying to solve this terrible riddle
of why we can’t get jobs in the inner city
and poor rural areas. And we’ll try to find
ways to do that. But in the end, if we’re going
to get the rhythm right, if we’re going to
enjoy the progress we’re making, even in an
imperfect world, we have to get the bedrock
right. We have to know that the spirit that

we believe in is rifling through this country
and is going to work.

You know, Paul, St. Paul, was not Timo-
thy’s father, but he was his spiritual father.
And he said, ‘‘When I call to remembrance
the unfeigned faith that is in thee, I put thee
in remembrance that thou stir up the gift
of God which is in thee.’’ I believe and you
believe that every child has a gift of God
within them. When the gift dies, it is our
sin as well as theirs and our loss as well as
theirs.

So let us leave here resolved to stir up the
gift of God that is within us and do those
things that will enable us to go forward with
joy and confidence to make the future what
it ought to be.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. Theodore J. Jemison,
president, and Rev. Henry J. Lyons, president-
elect, National Baptist Convention, USA; Rev. A.
Lincoln James, president, Sunday School Con-
gress; Dr. Mary O. Ross, president, Women’s Aux-
iliary; New Orleans Mayor Marc H. Morial; and
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Shadow Senator, District of
Columbia.

Statement on the Cuba-United States
Agreement on Migration
September 9, 1994

This agreement, when carried out, will
help ensure that the massive flow of dan-
gerous and illegal migration will be replaced
by a safer, legal, and more orderly process.

NOTE: This statement was included in statement
by the Press Secretary announcing the agreement
reached in the New York migration talks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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September 5
In the morning, the President traveled

from Martha’s Vineyard, MA, to Bath, ME,
where he toured the U.S.S. Laboon under
construction at the Bath Iron Works Corp.
In the afternoon, he returned to Martha’s
Vineyard.

September 6
The President announced his intention to

nominate George J. Opfer to be Inspector
General for the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jacquelyn L. Williams-Bridgers to
be Inspector General for the Department of
State.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Jeffrey H. Smulyan as Head of the
U.S. Delegation to the International Tele-
communications Union Plenipotentiary Con-
ference in Kyoto, Japan, September 19–Oc-
tober 15.

September 7
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton returned from their vacation on Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, MA, to Washington, DC,
where they stayed at Blair House, their resi-
dence until remodeling of the Residence at
the White House is completed.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals to the Presi-
dent’s Board of Advisors on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities:

—Ralph B. Everett;
—Burnett Joiner;
—Earl S. Richardson;
—Myer L. Titus.

September 8
The President announced his intention to

nominate Debbie Branson as Vice Chair and
public member of the Board of Directors of
the Securities Investor Protection Corpora-
tion.

September 9
In the morning, the President traveled to

New Orleans, LA, where he attended the
Democratic National Committee Business
Leadership Forum luncheon and met with
the executive board of the National Con-
ference of Black Mayors. In the afternoon,
the President returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Norwood J. Jackson, Jr., as the In-
spector General for the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James (Bum) Atkins of Arkansas
as Chair and member and Scott Lukins of
Washington as a member of the Federal Re-
tirement Thrift Investment Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Martha Farnsworth Riche of Mary-
land as Director of the Bureau of the Census,
Department of Commerce.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released September 8

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Myers

Transcript of a press briefing by Corporation
for National and Community Service Presi-
dent Eli Segal on AmeriCorps
Released September 9

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the Cuba-U.S. agreement on mi-
gration

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved August 26

H.R. 2947 / Public Law 103–321
To amend the Commemorative Works Act,
and for other purposes
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