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Remarks at a Luncheon for Heads of
State in New York City
September 26, 1994

Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished
heads of state and government, your
Excellencies, guests: First, I think I can speak
for all of us in thanking the Secretary-Gen-
eral for his remarks, for his hospitality, and
most important of all, for his very strong lead-
ership of the United Nations.

Mr. Secretary-General, you have taken the
ideas of peace, help, and security that are
at the heart of the U.N.’s mission and worked
hard to make them a reality. As the cold war
has ended, the world has looked to the U.N.
for even more assistance and leadership. You
have met this challenge by effectively placing
the U.N. at the forefront of international af-
fairs. Your leadership has been particularly
apparent in the improvements of the U.N.’s
peacekeeping operations. There are now ap-
proximately 70,000 peacekeepers deployed
around the world, some 5 times the number
when you took office. Collaboration among
nations is improving, and the operations are
growing more efficient.

Your initiatives at the Cairo conference,
your efforts to improve coordination of de-
velopment assistance, the establishment of an
independent inspector general and meaning-
ful cost controls and your work to improve
the U.N.’s field operations, all these are tes-
taments to your outstanding leadership.

Above all, you have focused on the use
of diplomacy to prevent bloodshed and con-
flict and on building the kinds of permanent
institutions that lead to long-term stability
within and, as you have so eloquently stated,
among nations. For these things and more,
all of us applaud you.

Today, opportunities abound to build a
world in which democracy reigns. Respect
for human rights is the rule. Political stability
expands. Economic prosperity is shared by
all. These things will not occur, however, un-
less we commit ourselves to a cooperative
spirit unmatched in all human history. That
is our challenge.

As leaders of member states, we must take
responsibility for making the U.N. more re-
sponsive and more effective than it has ever
been. Only in this way can the U.N. remain
a positive force for change and a symbol of
justice and hope for the world.

Mr. Secretary-General, you have kept our
focus on building the kind of organization
that can effectively turn our ideals into re-
ality. We thank you for your vision.

As the United Nations approaches its 50th
birthday, let us all pledge to continue to work
together for the promise of a better tomor-
row. And let us raise our glasses in toast to
the Secretary-General and to that promise.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. at the
United Nations Building.

Remarks at a Reception for Heads of
State and United Nations
Delegations in New York City
September 26, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary; and
thank you, Ambassador Albright, and thank
you for your outstanding leadership in the
United Nations.

Most of what I have to say I have already
said to the United Nations today. And we
did not ask you to come here to listen to
speeches, but simply to enjoy yourselves and
to give us a chance to say thank you for your
friendship to the United States and your co-
operation with the United States.

I’m very glad to be here in one of our Na-
tion’s truly outstanding institutions, this mag-
nificent museum, and particularly in this
place. When I walked in, the Foreign Min-
ister of Egypt rolled his eyes at me because
here we are. I do want to say that I am here
out of respect for Egyptian culture, not be-
cause I am a candidate for pharaoh.

I would just leave you with this one
thought. We have an enormous opportunity
today. Every day we get up and we read
about all the problems we have in the world,
and most of the discussions in the United
Nations are focused on those problems. But
the way that we talk about them is made pos-
sible because of the triumph of democracy,
the triumph of freedom, the end of the cold
war, the possibilities open to us by the global
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spread of technology and enterprise and op-
portunity. And so I ask you all to maintain
a very hopeful outlook. Even as we are care-
ful and calculated about what we can do, and
we don’t reach into those things we cannot,
let us look to the future with real confidence.

I feel very, very hopeful about the next
50 years for the United Nations, and espe-
cially about the next 10 years as we prepare
the way for the 21st century, in which, as
I said, I hope we will prove that freedom
and democracy can not only endure but can
actually triumph and change the lives of ordi-
nary people all across the world.

Thank you very much and welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Statement on Health Care Reform
Legislation
September 26, 1994

Today Senator George Mitchell reported
that he sees no way to pass health care re-
form in this session of Congress. He and the
bipartisan group of Senators have been doing
their best. But he cannot find the 60 votes
needed to overcome the Republican fili-
buster.

I am very sorry to say that this means Con-
gress isn’t going to reform health care this
year. But we are not giving up on our mission
to cover every American and to control
health care costs.

When I addressed Congress a year ago,
I said our journey to health care reform
would have some rough spots in the road.
Well, we’ve had a few. But this journey is
far, far from over.

Some Republican leaders keep saying,
‘‘Let’s put this off until next year.’’ I am going
to hold them to their word. We have reached
out to Republicans, and we will continue to
do that. But we are going to keep up the
fight against the interests who spent $300
million to stop health care reform. We will
fight for campaign finance and lobby reform,
so these special interests do not continue to
obstruct vital legislation, and we will return
to the fight for health care reform. There
is too much at stake for all the American peo-

ple, and we have come too far to just walk
away now.

Although we have not achieved our goal
this year, Hillary and I are proud—and our
allies should be proud as well—that we were
able to bring this debate further than it has
ever progressed before. For solid, smart, and
important reasons, the ordinary working fam-
ilies of America expect their elected leaders
to pass health care reform:

—If we don’t act, the deficit we have
worked so hard to contain will balloon
again over time.

—And, most important, millions of Ameri-
cans still won’t be able to count on cov-
erage when their families need it. Every
month that we don’t act, 100,000 more
Americans will lose their coverage. They
will join the 5 million Americans who
lost theirs in the last 5 years.

For their sake, and for the sake of those
who touched us during this great journey,
we are going to keep up this fight and we
will prevail.

Proclamation 6725—National Legal
Services Week, 1994
September 26, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The preamble to the Constitution reminds

us that our great Nation was founded ‘‘to es-
tablish Justice . . . and secure the Blessings
of Liberty . . . .’’ The very nature of justice
demands that it be available to all. True jus-
tice cannot be rationed—it cannot be ac-
corded to some while others are denied the
full benefit of their rights. Our Founders un-
derstood that privilege and responsibility are
inextricably linked. The words ‘‘Equal Justice
under the Law,’’ inscribed over the portal of
our highest court, represent a solemn prom-
ise made to every American.

Twenty years ago, the Legal Services Cor-
poration was created to help keep that prom-
ise, promoting equal access to justice by mak-
ing high-quality legal assistance in civil mat-
ters available to those who would otherwise
be unable to attain it.
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