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spread of technology and enterprise and op-
portunity. And so I ask you all to maintain
a very hopeful outlook. Even as we are care-
ful and calculated about what we can do, and
we don’t reach into those things we cannot,
let us look to the future with real confidence.

I feel very, very hopeful about the next
50 years for the United Nations, and espe-
cially about the next 10 years as we prepare
the way for the 21st century, in which, as
I said, I hope we will prove that freedom
and democracy can not only endure but can
actually triumph and change the lives of ordi-
nary people all across the world.

Thank you very much and welcome.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Statement on Health Care Reform
Legislation
September 26, 1994

Today Senator George Mitchell reported
that he sees no way to pass health care re-
form in this session of Congress. He and the
bipartisan group of Senators have been doing
their best. But he cannot find the 60 votes
needed to overcome the Republican fili-
buster.

I am very sorry to say that this means Con-
gress isn’t going to reform health care this
year. But we are not giving up on our mission
to cover every American and to control
health care costs.

When I addressed Congress a year ago,
I said our journey to health care reform
would have some rough spots in the road.
Well, we’ve had a few. But this journey is
far, far from over.

Some Republican leaders keep saying,
‘‘Let’s put this off until next year.’’ I am going
to hold them to their word. We have reached
out to Republicans, and we will continue to
do that. But we are going to keep up the
fight against the interests who spent $300
million to stop health care reform. We will
fight for campaign finance and lobby reform,
so these special interests do not continue to
obstruct vital legislation, and we will return
to the fight for health care reform. There
is too much at stake for all the American peo-

ple, and we have come too far to just walk
away now.

Although we have not achieved our goal
this year, Hillary and I are proud—and our
allies should be proud as well—that we were
able to bring this debate further than it has
ever progressed before. For solid, smart, and
important reasons, the ordinary working fam-
ilies of America expect their elected leaders
to pass health care reform:

—If we don’t act, the deficit we have
worked so hard to contain will balloon
again over time.

—And, most important, millions of Ameri-
cans still won’t be able to count on cov-
erage when their families need it. Every
month that we don’t act, 100,000 more
Americans will lose their coverage. They
will join the 5 million Americans who
lost theirs in the last 5 years.

For their sake, and for the sake of those
who touched us during this great journey,
we are going to keep up this fight and we
will prevail.

Proclamation 6725—National Legal
Services Week, 1994
September 26, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The preamble to the Constitution reminds

us that our great Nation was founded ‘‘to es-
tablish Justice . . . and secure the Blessings
of Liberty . . . .’’ The very nature of justice
demands that it be available to all. True jus-
tice cannot be rationed—it cannot be ac-
corded to some while others are denied the
full benefit of their rights. Our Founders un-
derstood that privilege and responsibility are
inextricably linked. The words ‘‘Equal Justice
under the Law,’’ inscribed over the portal of
our highest court, represent a solemn prom-
ise made to every American.

Twenty years ago, the Legal Services Cor-
poration was created to help keep that prom-
ise, promoting equal access to justice by mak-
ing high-quality legal assistance in civil mat-
ters available to those who would otherwise
be unable to attain it.
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