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In designing the Legal Services Corpora-
tion the Congress recognized the need for
an independent entity, protected from politi-
cal interference, to support local programs
that would be accountable to their own com-
munities. Legal Services was designed to en-
sure that all Americans needing assistance
are provided with legal representatives
whose responsibility is to fully protect and
defend their clients’ best interests according
to the highest standards of professional obli-
gation.

For two decades, the Legal Services Cor-
poration has fulfilled that mandate. It sup-
ports local legal services programs that oper-
ate under the auspices of their own Boards
of Directors, which are made up of clients
and representatives of the local bar. Today,
the Corporation supports 323 programs op-
erating in over 900 neighborhood offices
across the Nation. In addition, more than
130,000 private attorneys volunteer their
time and energy toward activities associated
with local legal services projects.

Legal Services programs extend assistance
to more than 1.5 million people every year,
vindicating their rights, resolving their dis-
putes, and offering a means of improving
their lives. Dedicated attorneys, paralegals,
staff, Board members, and volunteers have
worked with unflinching commitment, often
under adverse conditions, to serve those
whose rights and interests they represent.
Legal Services has won the respect of the
judiciary, the organized bar, and the client
community. For many Americans, the exist-
ence of legal services has renewed their faith
in our government of laws.

On the 20th anniversary of the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation, I reaffirm our national
commitment to equal access to justice, to de-
cency, to fair play. I voice my deep respect
for those who have given so much to keep
those principles alive over the years.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Sep-
tember 26 through October 2, 1994, as ‘‘Na-
tional Legal Services Week.’’ I urge all Amer-
icans to join me in recognizing the contribu-
tions that the Legal Services Corporation and

the local programs that it supports have made
in fulfilling the promise of equal justice
under the law, and I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this week
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:32 p.m., September 27, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 29.

Nomination for Deputy
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency
September 26, 1994

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Fred Hansen to be the
Deputy Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

‘‘Through his accomplished State leader-
ship, Fred Hansen brings real environmental
expertise and commitment to this position,’’
the President said. ‘‘I am confident that his
service at the E.P.A. will be marked by the
same excellence and leadership he has shown
in Oregon as a long-time environmental lead-
er there.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Welcoming President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia
September 27, 1994

President and Mrs. Yeltsin, members of
the Russian delegation, distinguished guests.
On behalf of the American people, it is my
great honor to welcome President Boris
Nikolayevich Yeltsin and Mrs. Naina Yeltsin
to Washington for this state visit.

Mr. President, it wasn’t so long ago that
Russian-American summits were moments of
high drama and sometimes disappointing re-
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