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wants to succeed as President, which I be-
lieve he does, he needs the international aid
package and the help in conducting par-
liamentary elections, all of which require an
observance of human rights and not abusing
the rights and interests and the lives of the
minority.

So I think the American people and the
people of the world can have a pretty high
level of confidence that President Aristide
will do what he says. So far, in all my dealings
with him, he has kept every commitment he
has made. And that’s all you can ask of any-
body. And he’s made an ironclad commit-
ment that he will not support violence.

The Presidency

Mr. Colmes. Mr. President, I know your
time is limited, and I thank you very much
for spending some time with us, but you
know, I do have to in conclusion ask a really
tough question. Is being President fun? Are
you having a good time doing this?

The President. Yes, I am. Believe it or
not, it’s not all—when people’s lives are at
stake, it’s not always fun. When you’re fight-
ing a tough battle where you think you’re
fighting for something good and you’re will-
ing to compromise with the other side and
they’re playing politics, that’s not always fun.

But it is a real joy and a profound honor
to just have the opportunity to come into this
office every day and try to stick up for ordi-
nary Americans and fight their fight and
make their lives a little better. And whether
they know it or not is not so important; it’s
not so important what they think of me on
a daily basis. What is important is that I think
of them on a daily basis, that I keep fighting
for them. And I think the end will bring us
out all right.

Mr. Colmes. How do you get them to
know that, though, so they appreciate what
they may not know about your day-to-day
machinations?

The President. In part, that’s what the
elections are all about. That’s what interviews
like this are all about. I have to—I may have
worked too hard on too many things for the
last 2 years and spent too little time trying
to directly communicate. I’ve worked hard
at it, but I’m going to work even harder.

But the main thing is that I show up for
work every day and fight other people’s
fights. And then when elections come, I go
out and make a report to the people; they
make their own judgment.

Mr. Colmes. Thank you very much, sir,
for communicating here with us and our au-
dience.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 2:40 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 6729—Child Health
Day, 1994
September 30, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
It has been said that ‘‘(i)n every child who

is born . . . the potentiality of the whole
human race is born again.’’ Since James Agee
wrote those words in 1941, generations of
children have been born into our world, each
individual holding as much promise and po-
tential as the children of ages past. In recent
decades, children have grown up to see the
human race produce a vaccine for polio and
pull back from the precipice of nuclear war.
Indeed, in many ways, the world is a much
safer place for all of us. It would seem that
today’s children would have a better chance
than ever to fulfill the tremendous potential
of humanity.

Yet as we celebrate Child Health Day this
year, our young people face challenges to
their well-being that their grandparents and
great-grandparents could scarcely have imag-
ined. In virtually every school and commu-
nity, drugs and guns threaten our youths’
safety, and gangs have become the closest
thing to family that many young people will
ever know. Girls too young to be mothers
are struggling to meet the demands of par-
enthood, and many boys too young to be fa-
thers are turning from the profound respon-
sibilities they should shoulder. Among the
primary health risks confronting our young

VerDate 14-MAY-98 11:50 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P40OC4.004 INET03



1922 Sept. 30 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

people, homicide and suicide have become
the leading causes of death.

If our Nation is to succeed in the years
to come, we must take new responsibility for
the lives of our children, from promoting
proper nutrition and basic health and safety
to raising awareness of the terrible dangers
of substance abuse, teen pregnancy, and
AIDS. Already, we have made important
progress in those efforts. We have enacted
legislation that expands and improves the
Head Start program, providing health, edu-
cation, and social services for children of low-
income families. My Childhood Immuniza-
tion Initiative will help to vaccinate at least
90 percent of our Nation’s infants—the most
sweeping effort of its kind in American his-
tory. Our new crime bill supports programs
that encourage youth to develop a sense of
self-worth apart from gangs, and it goes a
long way toward keeping guns out of the
hands of juveniles. Already, we are saving
children’s lives.

But for all that we have accomplished in
the past year, much remains to be done. We
must forge active partnerships among health,
child development, education, and social
services organizations. We must involve par-
ents and siblings, schools and communities
in protecting our youth. Every child needs
and deserves our concern and respect, and
these begin with personal involvement. Chil-
dren need love, tempered by discipline. They
need the freedom to dream, tempered by the
knowledge of hard work. They need someone
who will lift them up when they fall, who
will care for their bruises and scrapes, who
will kiss their tears away when they falter and
applaud them when they succeed. Only we
can do these things. And it is only in reaching
out to children that we may discover the true
potential within ourselves.

The Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C.
143), has called for the designation of the
first Monday in October as ‘‘Child Health
Day’’ and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Monday, October 3,
1994, as Child Health Day. I call upon all

Americans to rededicate themselves to en-
suring that every generation of children en-
joys bright and healthy futures.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:42 p.m., October 3, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 5. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Refugees From Rwanda and Burundi
September 30, 1994

Presidential Determination No. 94–56

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $30,000,000 be made
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee
and Migration Assistance Fund to meet the
unexpected, urgent needs of refugees, re-
turnees, and conflict victims from Rwanda
and Burundi. These funds may be contrib-
uted to international and nongovernmental
organizations, as appropriate.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the obligation of
funds under this authority and to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.
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