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your people with your spirit and your words.
And when you emerged, instead of retribu-
tion for past wrongs, you sought peace and
freedom and equality for your people.

You are living proof that the forces of jus-
tice and reconciliation can bridge any divide.
Every day, you teach the world that those
who build triumph over those who tear down,
that those who unite can actually prevail over
those who would divide. Your presence here
and the growth of a new South Africa are
stern rebukes to both the destroyers and the
cynics of this world.

The struggle in South Africa has always
had a special place in the heart of America.
For after all, we fought our own most terrible
war here in our own land over slavery. And
our own civil rights movement has taken
strength and inspiration from and given aid
to your fight for liberty. Americans take great
pride in the role we played in helping to over-
turn apartheid and in supporting the free
elections which produced your Presidency.

Now we are working with you to build the
new South Africa. The challenges you face,
poverty, joblessness, homelessness, the de-
spair born of long years of deprivation, are
as large as they are difficult. But we know
you will forge ahead, and we know that we,
here in the United States, will also be better
for your progress for a thriving South Africa,
spurring greater prosperity throughout the
region, opening new markets. That makes us
more prosperous, too. And a stable and
democratic South Africa, working with its
neighbors to restore and maintain the peace,
that makes us more secure as well. And per-
haps most important of all, in this age of eth-
nic, religious, and racial strife the world over,
you can be our partner, and together our two
nations can show the world that true strength
is found when we come together despite our
differences.

We know and you know that diversity and
progress can go hand-in-hand, indeed, that
they must do so if we are to give all our peo-
ple the chance to fulfill their God-given po-
tential.

Mr. President, you have brought forth a
new nation, conceived in liberty and dedi-
cated to equality. Today the American people
welcome you here, and we salute your stun-
ning achievement. We pledge, as you have

pledged, that we will walk every mile with
you and that we will not grow weary on the
way.

I say to all of you here, Nkosi Sikelel’ Afri-
ca. God bless Africa. And God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Statement on the ‘‘Federal Mandate
Accountability and Reform Act of
1994’’
October 4, 1994

I want to state today my continued support
for efforts by Congress to restore balance to
the intergovernmental partnership between
the Federal Government and State, local,
and tribal governments. Since my days as
Governor of Arkansas, I have spoken out on
the need to address the burgeoning growth
of Federal unfunded mandates. As President,
I have taken action to resolve this problem
within the executive branch by issuing Exec-
utive Order 12875, ‘‘Enhancing the Intergov-
ernmental Partnership.’’

However, more needs to be done. There-
fore, I want to reiterate my endorsement of
and strongly encourage the Congress to send
to my desk before the session ends, the bipar-
tisan ‘‘Federal Mandate Accountability and
Reform Act of 1994.’’ This legislation, draft-
ed by Senator Glenn and Senator Kemp-
thorne in close consultation with my adminis-
tration, will curtail the imposition of Federal
mandates on State, local, and tribal govern-
ments without adequate Federal funding and
will promote informed and deliberate deci-
sions by Congress on the appropriateness of
Federal requirements in any particular in-
stances.

Proclamation 6731—German-
American Day, 1994
October 4, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In a joyous celebration at Germany’s Bran-

denburg Gate just 3 months ago, the United
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States and Germany proudly welcomed and
affirmed the new era of trans-Atlantic co-
operation between our nations. Together,
our countries are working to support demo-
cratic and market reforms that promise
greater prosperity and security for Euro-
peans, as well as for their American friends
and allies. And our citizens look forward to
the future of this partnership with unprece-
dented optimism and confidence.

For this important covenant, history has
meaningful precedent. In the first days after
the signing of America’s Declaration of Inde-
pendence in 1776, a prominent firm in Phila-
delphia translated and published the Dec-
laration’s text in German. That decision re-
flected the significant number of German-
American colonists whose involvement in our
struggle for freedom helped to fashion our
democratic system. The Declaration’s publi-
cation in German was intended to spread the
word of independence to the courageous
German colonists, who shared an abiding
love of liberty—if not yet a language—with
their English-speaking compatriots. The
leaders of the revolution recognized the inte-
gral importance of the German population,
and Germans were proud to play a central
role in the birth of American democracy.

Germans who already had settled in the
colonies and others who came to fight in the
War for Independence, such as Baron von
Steuben, aided significantly in ensuring the
American triumph. The translated version of
the Declaration of Independence is a lasting
symbol both of the depth of the American-
German friendship and of Germans’ extraor-
dinary intellectual and material contributions
to the birth of representative government in
the United States. In the nearly 220 years
since that great victory, generations of Ger-
man Americans have remained active and in-
valuable participants in the American experi-
ment. Today, more citizens of the United
States can claim German ancestry than that
of any other ethnic group. Inspired by two
centuries of shared freedom, German Ameri-
cans throughout the land are helping to lead
our Nation toward a future as bright as our
past—a future of growing understanding and
certain peace.

To honor today’s stewards of the rich Ger-
man-American heritage, the Congress, by

Public Law 103–100, has designated October
6, 1994, as ‘‘German-American Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 6, 1994, as Ger-
man-American Day, in appreciation of the
countless contributions that people of Ger-
man descent have made to our Nation’s lib-
erty, democracy, and prosperity.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:11 p.m., October 5, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 7.

Nomination for Chairman of the
Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission

October 4, 1994

The President today intends to nominate
Alan Dixon, former U.S. Senator of Illinois,
to be Chairman of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Commission.

‘‘I am pleased to nominate Alan Dixon to
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment
Commission. His record of dedicated public
service, extensive background in defense
matters, and tested leadership will contribute
greatly to the valuable work of this Commis-
sion,’’ the President said. ‘‘I look forward to
his confirmation.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.
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