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Statement on Signing the Uniformed
Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act of 1994
October 13, 1994

I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 995,
the ‘‘Uniformed Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act of 1994.’’

Today there are members of the National
Guard and Reserve, including Coast Guard
Reservists, on active duty supporting oper-
ational missions. As their Commander in
Chief, it is timely for me to sign a bill that
will clarify and strengthen their right to re-
turn to the civilian positions they held before
going on active duty without any loss of se-
niority, status, or pay.

The ‘‘Uniformed Services Employment
and Reemployment Rights Act of 1994’’ re-
vises, improves, and clarifies the existing vet-
erans reemployment rights statute, which
was first enacted in 1940. Since that time,
a confusing and cumbersome patchwork of
statutory amendments and judicial construc-
tions have made the law difficult for employ-
ers to understand.

Among other changes, H.R. 995 extends
coverage for the first time to the Coast Guard
and Public Health Service Reserve compo-
nents. It also entitles service members to
continued health insurance coverage under
their employer’s plan for up to 18 months
of military leave and makes explicit the rights
of reemployed service members under their
pension plans.

My Administration is committed to enforc-
ing the reemployment rights of service mem-
bers. This Act is key to the achievement of
that goal.

William J. Clinton
The White House,
October 13, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 995, approved October 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–353.

Statement on the Cease-Fire in
Northern Ireland
October 13, 1994

I welcome today’s announcement by the
Combined Loyalist Military Command in
Northern Ireland declaring an end to its cam-

paign of violence. The cease-fire announce-
ment by the IRA on August 31 and today’s
announcement by Loyalist paramilitaries
present the best hope for peace in a genera-
tion in Northern Ireland. The parties must
now build on this historic step forward and
enter into negotiations for a lasting settle-
ment.

Prime Minister John Major of the United
Kingdom and Prime Minister Albert Rey-
nolds of Ireland deserve great credit for their
leadership and persistence in pressing for
progress. The principles put forward in their
Downing Street Declaration provide an im-
portant foundation for a just and lasting
peace. I look forward to the next steps in
the process, including the Forum for Peace
and Reconciliation proposed by Prime Min-
ister Reynolds and the roundtable talks con-
vened by the Irish and British Governments
with all involved parties.

I am pleased that the United States has
been able to contribute to the peace process
in Northern Ireland. We continue to stand
ready to assist in achieving a negotiated,
democratic settlement supported by both
communities in Northern Ireland.

Statement on Disaster Assistance to
Georgia
October 13, 1994

I am pleased that we can provide addi-
tional assistance to the people of Georgia in
their efforts to rebuild their communities. I
look forward to working in cooperation with
them in the recovery.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the President’s deci-
sion to authorize an increase in the Federal Gov-
ernment’s part of the cost-share program for re-
pairing flood-damaged public property.

Statement on the Arts and
Humanities Awards Recipients
October 13, 1994

These extraordinary and talented individ-
uals have borne eloquent testimony to the
enduring power of the arts and the human-
ities in our everyday lives. They have contrib-
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uted profoundly to the richness and variety
of our Nation’s cultural life, and so it is with
enormous gratitude that we pay them na-
tional tribute.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the awards cere-
mony for the National Medal of Arts and the
Charles Frankel Prize scheduled for October 14.
Biographies of the honorees were made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Statement on the National Award for
Museum Services
October 13, 1994

This national honor is a tribute to the
power of museums to engage children, fami-
lies, and communities, in towns and cities all
across America.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the National Award
for Museum Services.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Haiti
October 13, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
1. In December 1990, the Haitian people

elected Jean-Bertrand Aristide as their Presi-
dent by an overwhelming margin in a free
and fair election. The United States praised
Haiti’s success in peacefully implementing its
democratic constitutional system and pro-
vided significant political and economic sup-
port to the new government. The Haitian
military abruptly interrupted the consolida-
tion of Haiti’s new democracy when, in Sep-
tember 1991, it illegally and violently ousted
President Aristide from office and drove him
into exile.

2. The United States, on its own and to-
gether with the Organization of American
States (OAS), immediately imposed sanctions
against the illegal regime. The United States
also actively supported the efforts of the OAS
and the United Nations to restore democracy
to Haiti and to bring about President
Aristide’s return by facilitating negotiations
between the Haitian parties. The United
States and the international community also

offered material assistance within the context
of an eventual negotiated settlement of the
Haitian crisis to support the return to democ-
racy, build constitutional structures, and fos-
ter economic well-being.

As a result of continuing military intran-
sigence in the face of these efforts and of
worsening human rights abuses in Haiti, the
conclusion was reached that no political set-
tlement of the Haitian crisis was possible as
long as the three principal military leaders
remained in power. Therefore, beginning in
early May 1994, a series of steps were taken
to intensify the pressure of sanctions on the
military leaders and their associates in order
to bring the three leaders to step down. With
U.S. leadership, the U.N. Security Council
on May 6, 1994, enacted Resolution 917, im-
posing comprehensive trade sanctions and
other measures on Haiti. This was followed
by a succession of unilateral United States
sanctions—banning scheduled air service
and financial transactions to or from Haiti
or between Haiti and third countries through
the United States and blocking the assets in
the United States or under United States
control of Haitians resident in Haiti. Addi-
tionally, under authorities not related to the
IEEPA, all visas that had been issued to Hai-
tians at Port-au-Prince or Curacao before
May 11, 1994, were revoked. Several other
countries took similar actions.

The continued resistance of the illegal re-
gime to the efforts of the international com-
munity also prompted the United States to
augment embargo enforcement. The United
States and other countries entered into a co-
operative endeavor with the Dominican Re-
public to monitor that country’s enforcement
of sanctions along its land border with Haiti
and in its coastal waters.

As the reporting period progressed, it be-
came apparent that the Haitian military lead-
ers, even under the pressure of intense
worldwide sanctions, were determined to
cling to power and to block the restoration
of democracy and return of President
Aristide. Internal repression continued to
worsen, exemplified by the expulsion in July
of the U.N./OAS-sponsored International Ci-
vilian Mission (ICM) human rights observers.
As a result of this deterioration and the threat
it posed to peace and security in the region,
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