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tact with who could have taught them right
from wrong and didn’t? Who did they come
in contact with who taught them wrong?
What about that little kid that was set on
fire, burned over 85 percent of his body, 3
years old, not even big enough to do anything
wrong? Who taught those children right from
wrong?

You know, we see all these stories of these
kids doing these things, and then we see that
they apparently feel no remorse. At that age
in their development, it is a question of
where they got the message. Where did it
occur to them to hang somebody out of a
window in a highrise? How do they learn to
pick up a gun? Where do they know that
a fast buck today is better than 10 years or
12 years or 16 years of hard work and school
to make something of yourself.

These kids are looking up to somebody.
Who are they going to look up to? How are
they going to learn this? We can hire 5 mil-
lion police officers, and if we keep losing the
battle for what these kids think is right and
wrong, we’re going to be in a lot of trouble.

I know we grownups sometimes—we’re
too negative sometimes; we’re too cynical
sometimes. A good Catholic friend of mine
and I the other day were having a theological
discussion, and he said, ‘‘You can never get
discouraged, Bill, because the only truly un-
forgivable sin is despair.’’ That’s why I preach
hope all the time.

I am telling you, this country is coming
back economically. This country has re-
sources and character and richness and diver-
sity that will open unparalleled opportunities
to us in the 21st century. This is a good coun-
try.

When the delegation came back from
Haiti yesterday, they said that all the Haitian
people had these little signs in Creole, paint-
ed, and the most popular one said simply,
‘‘Thank you, America.’’ They looked at those
young men and women we sent down there
in uniform, and just by walking around, these
young people, our kids, they make a state-
ment about what’s right and what’s wrong,
what’s good and what’s bad, what kind of a
person it’s worth being, just by being there
and being who they are. And it is thrilling
to other people to see the best of this coun-
try.

And we need not be worried about that
if we just roll up our sleeves and face our
challenges and go on. But what we must be
worried about is wave upon wave upon wave
of these little children who don’t have some-
body both good and strong to look up to,
who are so vulnerable that their hearts can
be turned to stone by the time they’re 10
or 11 years old. And when there is a good
one, a 5-year-old kid in difficult cir-
cumstances, blooming like a flower in the
desert, knowing that it’s wrong to steal candy,
he actually has his life at risk.

That’s why all of you wanted these preven-
tion programs. But I am telling you, you’ve
got to go home, and you’ve got to say, ‘‘Okay,
I’ll wear my D.A.R.E. uniform, I’ll do my
part, but every last citizen in this country has
got to do more than look at you and demand
that you do something about crime. We have
got to teach our children and lift them up.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Sylvester Daughtry and John T.
Whetzel, past president and incoming president
of the association.

Remarks on the Israel-Jordan Peace
Treaty in Albuquerque
October 17, 1994

I am delighted that Israel and Jordan have
reached agreement on the text of their peace
treaty. Earlier today, I spoke with King Hus-
sein and Prime Minister Rabin. I congratu-
lated them on their historic achievement and
on their courage and persistence in getting
there. I assured them that the United States
will continue to stand with them in the days
ahead and to support this peace process as
we have all along.

These leaders have decided that from now
they will live in peace as neighbors. They
have decided that they want to be friends.
And their friendship and their peace is clear-
ly welcomed by the friends of peace through-
out the world. At a time when hatred and
extremism and threatening behavior still stalk
the Middle East, this is a clear signal that
there can be a different future. This agree-
ment reminds us that moderation and reason
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can and will prevail in the Middle East, that
nations can put conflict behind them, that
statesmen can lead people to peace.

On behalf of the American people, I want
to say a profound word of thanks and con-
gratulations to both King Hussein and Prime
Minister Rabin, and especially to the people
of Israel and the people of Jordan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Interview With Mark Riley and
Laura Blackburne of WLIB Radio,
New York City
October 18, 1994

Mr. Riley. Mr. President, good morning.
The President. Good morning. How are

you?
Mr. Riley. Fine, thank you.
Ms. Blackburne. Good morning, Mr.

President.
Mr. Riley. Thank you so much for being

with us.
The President. I’m glad to do it. It’s nice

to hear your voice.

President’s Visit
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, you’re coming

here to New York tomorrow to speak to
issues pertaining directly to the economy at
a session that was called by Governor Mario
Cuomo. Tell us a bit about this particular
event.

The President. Well, I was invited by the
Governor to speak there on the Governor’s
Leadership Conference on the Future of the
Economy, and I wanted to come and talk
about what we have done so far in the first
2 years of our administration to try to help
bring back the national economy and the
New York economy.

The unemployment rate in New York has
dropped 2 percentage points since I’ve been
President. New businesses are up; the busi-
ness failure rate is down about 20 percent.
We’re moving forward. But there are still
some significant challenges for the New York
economy. There are still people who want
jobs who don’t have them. There are people

who are stuck in jobs who aren’t getting
raises. There are still large numbers of peo-
ple without health insurance. There are still
some barriers to investment in inner cities
and in some of your rural areas, too.

So what I want to do is talk about the part-
nership that I see unfolding in the next cou-
ple of years, how New York can make the
most of the enterprise zone concept that I’m
pushing, how New York can make the most
of the community development banks that
we just created to make loans to low income
people in inner cities to start their own busi-
nesses and to get investment flowing. I just
want to talk about how we can bring this
economy back even more and how the peo-
ple who haven’t been touched by the recov-
ery can be helped.

Community Development and Job
Creation

Ms. Blackburne. Mr. President, I wanted
to ask you, many of the people that are in
the WLIB listening area are very much af-
fected by the fact that jobs are not available
to them. We have people involved in their
own entrepreneurial efforts who are being
frustrated. Part of it is seen as an unwilling-
ness on the part of the Republican adminis-
tration to target jobs to people in the African-
American community. How would your part-
nership address that?

The President. It would do that in several
ways. First of all, we’re trying to make the
African-American community more acces-
sible to capital to start jobs. One real problem
we have in America is that once areas get
high unemployment rates and people leave
it, don’t invest there, it’s almost impossible
to get loans to start businesses and to begin
them. Floyd Flake, a Congressman from
Queens, has been particularly active in work-
ing to help to set up a new network of devel-
opment banks around the country so that we
can get money, capital, into these areas to
start businesses.

If you look at the opportunities for eco-
nomic growth within America, inner-city
areas and rural areas, especially those that
are heavily minority populated are a great op-
portunity for economic growth, because un-
employment is high and the potential for
consumer demand to grow is enormous. So
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