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Week Ending Friday, October 21, 1994

Proclamation 6740—To Establish
Tariff-Rate Quotas on Certain Wheat
October 13, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. In accordance with section 22 of the

Agricultural Adjustment Act, as amended
(‘‘the Act’’) (7 U.S.C. 624), the Secretary of
Agriculture has advised me that he has rea-
son to believe that wheat, classified in head-
ing 1001 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
of the United States (HTS), is being or is
practically certain to be imported into the
United States under such conditions and in
such quantities as to render or tend to render
ineffective, or materially interfere with, the
price support, payment, and production ad-
justment program for wheat conducted by
the Department of Agriculture.

2. Based upon this advice, I directed the
United States International Trade Commis-
sion (‘‘the Commission’’) to initiate an inves-
tigation with respect to this matter under sec-
tion 22 of the Act.

3. Based on the investigation and report
of the Commission, I have determined that
certain articles of wheat are being imported
or are practically certain to be imported into
the United States under such conditions and
in such quantities as to materially interfere
with the price support, payment, and produc-
tion adjustment program for wheat con-
ducted by the Department of Agriculture.
Further, I have determined that the imposi-
tion of the tariff-rate quotas, as hereinafter
proclaimed, is necessary in order that the
entry, or withdrawal from warehouse for con-
sumption, of such articles will not materially
interfere with the price support, payment,
and production adjustment program for
wheat conducted by the Department of Agri-
culture. I have also determined that imports
of wheat from Canada have increased signifi-

cantly as a result of a substantial change in
the wheat support programs of the United
States and Canada.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the
President to embody in the HTS the sub-
stance of relevant provisions of that Act, of
other Acts affecting import treatment, and
of actions taken thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section
22 of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, as
amended, and section 604 of the Trade Act
of 1974, as amended, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to establish tariff-rate quotas
on imports of certain wheat, subchapter IV
of chapter 99 of the HTS is modified as set
forth in the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) For durum wheat entered during a
specified quota year, other than qualifying
goods of Mexico or seed wheat, the aggregate
quantity exceeding 300,000,000 kilograms
but not exceeding 450,000,000 kilograms is
subject to the in-quota rate of duty estab-
lished in such Annex and the aggregate quan-
tity exceeding 450,000,000 kilograms is sub-
ject to the over-quota rate of duty established
in such Annex. For other wheat and meslin
entered during a specified quota year, other
than qualifying goods of Mexico or white
winter wheat, the aggregate quantity exceed-
ing 1,050,000,000 kilograms is subject to the
over-quota rate of duty established in the
Annex.

(3) The modifications made by this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to arti-
cles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after September 12,
1994, and before the close of September 11,
1995, unless expressly suspended, modified,
or terminated.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of October, in
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2036 Oct. 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:40 p.m., October 14, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 14, and
it was published with its annexes in the Federal
Register on October 18. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Statement on the Death of Corporal
Nahshon Waxman
October 14, 1994

I wish to express my profound shock and
abhorrence at the death of Corporal
Nahshon Waxman as the result of his kidnap-
ping by Hamas terrorists.

On behalf of the American people, Hillary
and I would like to convey our deepest sym-
pathy to the Waxman family and to the peo-
ple of Israel at this dark moment. Nahshon
Waxman was a son of Israel, but he was also
a son of America.

Terrorists must know that these acts will
not defeat the process that is bringing peace
to Israel and her Arab enemies. In the face
of such cowardly and evil actions, I know that
it is hard to go forward. But we owe it to
all those who have paid such a heavy price
to persist and finally prevail in our pursuit
of peace.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6741—White Cane
Safety Day, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
At a time when nations around the world

are embracing the blessings of democracy,
human dignity, and freedom, it is fitting that

Americans rededicate ourselves to protecting
these rights for our own citizens.

White Cane Safety Day provides a special
opportunity to reflect on the many accom-
plishments and contributions of Americans
who are blind and visually impaired and to
heighten public awareness of the symbolic
strength of the white cane. For blind and
visually impaired persons, the white cane
represents access, opportunity, mobility, and
safety. For everyone in the United States, the
white cane reminds us that having a disability
does not diminish one’s right to take part in
any aspect of society. The independence the
white cane provides enables wider participa-
tion in the work force, in commerce, edu-
cation, entertainment, and indeed in all as-
pects of the human experience.

We must remain vigilant in our efforts to
ensure full access for blind and visually im-
paired persons and for others with disabil-
ities. Our continuing efforts to implement
fully and to enforce the requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, sec-
tion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act of 1975, and other statutes serve to guar-
antee access and opportunity.

As we step up to meet the challenges of
an increasingly fast-paced global economy,
we must strive to foster the creative potential
and the active participation of each one of
our citizens. Only then will we truly enjoy
the intelligence, energy, and initiative of
every person. From exclusion to inclusion,
from dependence to independence, from pa-
ternalism to empowerment—white canes
across the country are marking the path to-
ward success for all of us.

To recognize the accomplishments of indi-
viduals who are blind and visually impaired
and to acknowledge the white cane and its
many contributions to our society, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution approved October
6, 1964, designated October 15 of each year
as ‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 15, 1994, as
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon all Amer-
icans to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities, as an
expression of their support.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:37 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

Proclamation 6742—Country Music
Month, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Country music is a distinctly American

treasure, drawing on the deepest cultural
roots of our Nation’s people. It reflects a sto-
rytelling impulse born of mountain balladry
and cowboy songs. It combines an exciting
instrumental texture of string bands and jazz
orchestras, a heartfelt vocal style of religious
and blues singing, and a contagious rhythm
that inspires dancing in listeners of all ages.

The emotions of the myriad peaks and val-
leys of life find a vibrant voice in country
music. Relating experiences all of us share,
these songs boast a long and proud tradition
in our national heritage. For the better part
of our history, country music’s many talented
singers and songwriters from across the land
have touched the hearts and minds of our
citizens—rural and urban, rich and poor,
young and old. Today, this wonderful art
form is enjoyed and celebrated around the
world as a uniquely American gift.

This month, we pause to commend and
to appreciate the efforts of singers, song-
writers, musicians, and all those in this thriv-
ing industry who work to maintain the vitality
of the country music legacy.

The Congress, by Public Law 103–107, has
designated October 1994 as ‘‘Country Music
Month’’ and has authorized and requested

the President to issue a proclamation in ob-
servance of this month. I urge all Americans
to join me in recognizing the rich contribu-
tions that country music has made to our cul-
tural heritage.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 1994 as Country
Music Month.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:38 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

Proclamation 6743—National
Character Counts Week, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our concern about character and ethics is

one of the great strengths of our Nation. In
1994, America celebrates the continuing cre-
ation of and support for programs that, by
definition, are character-building—from our
proud military units and law enforcement
groups to our new National Service program,
AmeriCorps. As we seek to instill important
values in a new generation of Americans, we
must redouble our efforts to improve student
learning, responsibility, and sense of belong-
ing. We must revitalize the American ideal
of community if our schools are to achieve
their full potential. Adults, children, teach-
ers—all of us must set an example. All of
us can make a new beginning.

Schools need to emphasize the fundamen-
tals: building character and creating a strong-
er sense of self-worth. The process of build-
ing moral values begins with the family, and
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we must all aid parents by demonstrating to
our young people that hard work, honesty,
and responsibility are essential in all of our
endeavors. Passage of the ‘‘Goals 2000: Edu-
cate America Act’’ will, in the years ahead,
give parents, teachers, and concerned citi-
zens in every local school district the oppor-
tunity to come together to define what they
want their schools to achieve for their chil-
dren, not just through high academic stand-
ards, but also through setting high standards
of compassion, understanding, and commu-
nity involvement. New civic standards ad-
dressing the entire community, in addition
to voluntary national standards, will serve as
catalysts in this process, helping to better
educate students to be more responsible citi-
zens in the years to come.

To recognize the importance of character
and to focus national attention on character
building, the Congress, by Public Law 103–
301, has designated October 16 through Oc-
tober 22, 1994, as ‘‘National Character
Counts Week’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this commemoration.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 16 through Oc-
tober 22, 1994 as National Character Counts
Week. I call upon the people of the United
States, government officials, educators, and
volunteers, to observe this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:40 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

Proclamation 6744—National Forest
Products Week, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s National Forests grace more

than 191 million acres of our land. Thirty-
four million of those acres are part of our
wilderness preservation system, which works
to safeguard this invaluable resource for fu-
ture use and enjoyment. The American Na-
tional Forests are among our country’s great-
est gifts—gifts we share with all of Earth’s
creatures today and with generations of new
life to come.

One of our Nation’s foremost priorities
must be to ensure that forest ecosystems are
maintained and protected. With proper care,
these precious lands can remain healthy, di-
verse, and resilient. We are moving toward
a new era in the stewardship of public lands.
Today, we recognize the importance of tak-
ing a comprehensive approach—one that bal-
ances the needs of our people and of the
environment. Grounded in sound science
and compliance with existing law, sustainable
forest management presents our best hope
for saving the more than 250 threatened or
endangered species of fish, animals, and
plants that have made this land their home.
At the same time, such management efforts
offer our best chance for building a lasting
and productive economic base for the people
who have made this land their life and liveli-
hood.

America’s National Forests provide for our
Nation in countless ways—from the houses
we live in to the newspapers we read to our
spiritual and physical well-being—the splen-
dor and glory of nature’s gift to America en-
riches our daily lives immeasurably. National
Forest visitors enjoy more than 4,300 miles
of wild and scenic rivers for fishing, swim-
ming, or just taking in the view. Wood and
paper products from forests are our country’s
leading renewable natural resource, account-
ing for about 4.2 percent of our Gross Do-
mestic Product and 8.5 percent of all manu-
facturing in the United States, and support-
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ing more than 1.7 million American workers.
Taxol, taken from the bark of certain trees,
has been found effective in treating some
forms of cancer. Althea, balsam gum, dill oil,
and Indian breadroot are just a few examples
of products used for medicinal purposes.
Beargrass and white birch bark are used for
basketmaking and chair caning. Dandelion,
fern, and salmonberry shoots are used for
cooking spices, aromatics, animal bidding
and for dyes and tanning that are a source
of income for citizens across the country.

In recognition of the central role our for-
ests play in the long-term welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning Oc-
tober 16, 1994, as National Forest Products
Week and call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:41 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

Proclamation 6745—National Penny
Charity Week, 1994
October 14, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Individual acts of kindness are the cur-

rency of social change. Combined with others

and directed toward a worthwhile cause,
these efforts exemplify the spirit of vol-
unteerism. Inspired by just such a vision of
service, organizations throughout the country
are coming together this week to recycle pen-
nies for charitable causes.

The penny is the most widely used of the
denominations currently in circulation, but
pennies too often rest idle in piggy banks and
dresser drawers. The U.S. Mint—which will
produce another 13.3 billion pennies this
year to meet demands—joins me in encour-
aging citizens to help return pennies to cir-
culation.

With the holiday season approaching, this
is a better time than ever to remember those
who are in need of a helping hand. By con-
tributing pennies to charities and worthy
community causes, we can make this season
a little brighter for our fellow citizens and
truly make every penny count.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
415, has designated the week of October 16,
1994, as ‘‘National Penny Charity Week’’ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of October 16,
1994, as National Penny Charity Week. I
urge all Americans to observe this week with
appropriate ceremonies and activities, in-
cluding the donation of pennies to charities,
particularly those that provide direct services
to our Nation’s underprivileged and dis-
advantaged population, and to worthy com-
munity causes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:42 p.m., October 19, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 21.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:34 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P42OC4.017 INET03



2040 Oct. 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

The President’s Radio Address

October 15, 1994

Good morning. I want to begin by express-
ing my profound shock and abhorrence at
the death of Corporal Nahshon Waxman as
a result of his kidnapping by Hamas terror-
ists.

On behalf of the American people, Hillary
and I want to convey our deepest sympathy
to the Waxman family and to the people of
Israel at this dark moment. Nahshon Wax-
man was a son of Israel, but he was also a
son of America.

Terrorists must know that these acts will
not defeat the process that is bringing peace
to Israel and her Arab neighbors. In the face
of such cowardly and evil actions, I know it’s
hard to go forward, but we owe it to all those
who have paid such a heavy price to persist
and finally to prevail in the pursuit of peace
in the Middle East.

Our efforts to achieve a comprehensive
peace in the Middle East are part of an over-
all strategy to enhance American security and
broaden American opportunities in the post-
cold-war world, by promoting democracy, in-
creasing trade, and reducing the threat of ter-
ror, chaos, and weapons of mass destruction.

We’re making progress on all fronts. The
United States and Russian missiles are no
longer targeted at each other. We’re expand-
ing trade through NAFTA, the GATT world
trade agreement, a new agreement with
Japan. This means more jobs for Americans
and less tensions with other countries. And
we have to be encouraged by the recent suc-
cesses of democracy, our peace efforts in the
Middle East, in North Ireland, and of course
in South Africa.

Today, I want to talk with you about Haiti
and Iraq. In Haiti this week, we’ve helped
to restore the democratic government of
President Aristide after 3 years of brutal mili-
tary rule. In the Persian Gulf, our resolve
in the face of Iraq’s provocative actions is
preserving security in that vital region.

Even as I speak with you this morning,
Haiti’s first democratically elected President
is flying home to resume his rightful place
at the helm of his country. President
Aristide’s return marks the end of one leg

of a long and difficult journey and the start
of a new era of hope for the Haitian people.

They’ve come a long way since a military
coup toppled the democratic government in
1991. For 3 years, the international commu-
nity, led by the United States, tried diplo-
macy and economic sanctions to force the
brutal military regime from power. They
were unwilling to yield. Four weeks ago,
faced with an imminent United States-led in-
vasion authorized by the United Nations, the
military regime finally agreed to peacefully
give up power. Since then our troops, to-
gether with those of our coalition partners,
have done a remarkable job in moving Haiti
from fear to freedom.

President Aristide returns today to a more
stable, less violent nation. The Parliament is
once again open for business. And in the best
sign that democracy is taking hold, thousands
of refugees are returning from Guantanamo.
But let me say, dangers still remain. We know
that. Still, thanks to the men and women of
our Armed Forces and the brilliant work they
have done in Haiti, democracy is back on
track.

Now the difficult job of rebuilding Haiti
must begin. Countries from around the world
have pledged to do their part, starting with
a $550 million recovery and reconstruction
program. In the end, though, only the Hai-
tian people can do the job of rebuilding their
country. It will be a clearly difficult task. But
the people of Haiti have survived decades
of violence and terror and poverty with dig-
nity, pride, and hope. And now they have
an opportunity to make democracy work for
themselves and to reach their God-given po-
tential.

Our troops have helped to give them the
chance to do so, just as they are also giving
the people of Kuwait the confidence that
they can live in peace. It was less than 4 years
ago that the men and women of Operation
Desert Storm drove Saddam Hussein’s
troops out of Kuwait. This time we are deter-
mined not to let Iraq violate its neighbors’
borders or to create new instability in the
Gulf region. That is why in the face of Iraq’s
threatening troop movements on the Kuwaiti
border last week, I ordered our troops, ships,
and attack aircraft to the Gulf. Our policy
is clear: We will not allow Iraq to threaten
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its neighbors or to intimidate the United Na-
tions as it ensures that Iraq never again pos-
sesses weapons of mass destruction.

Much of the force that Iraq sent to the
border has retreated. But significant ele-
ments still remain within striking distance of
Kuwait. We’re watching this situation very
carefully and continuing with the deploy-
ment of our own forces. They will remain
in the area and on alert until we are abso-
lutely satisfied that Iraq no longer poses
threats to Kuwait.

At the same time, we’re working to ensure
that Iraq does not threaten its neighbors or
the United Nations weapons inspectors in
the future. We’re seeking support in the U.N.
Security Council for a strong resolution that
would prevent renewed provocations by Iraq.

I share the pride of every American in the
men and women of our Armed Forces. In
both the Western Hemisphere and on the
edge of the Persian Gulf, they have answered
the call of duty. They have performed dif-
ficult tasks with great skill and devotion. They
have shown again that the American military
remains the finest in the world. And thanks
to their effort, the world now knows again
that the United States will honor its commit-
ments, just as we expect others to honor the
commitments they make to us.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:16 p.m. on
October 14 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 15.

Remarks to the Community in
Stratford, Connecticut
October 15, 1994

Thank you so much. ‘‘Governor Curry’’—
that has a good sound, doesn’t it? [Applause]
I am delighted to be here with Bill Curry
and Joe Ganim and all these fine people, your
State officials behind me, Attorney General
Blumenthal and others, and especially with
my good friends and allies Rosa DeLauro and
Barbara Kennelly.

Hillary and I were very pleased to be asked
to come to Connecticut today to campaign
for Bill Curry and, in a larger sense, to cam-
paign for the change we’re trying to bring
to our country. If you will permit me, though,

I’d like to begin with a few comments about
what this day means for us as Americans set-
ting an example around the world.

Today is a day of celebration for Americans
as our leadership has helped to bring peace
and democracy and the restoration of the
democratic President of Haiti, as President
Aristide goes home there. And I have to tell
you that one person who wanted to be here
today with us is on that plane going back be-
cause he has played a major role in the libera-
tion of Haiti: Senator Chris Dodd is back
there today.

Today is a day of sorrow for America in
our efforts around the world to bring peace,
because just yesterday, as Prime Minister
Rabin and Foreign Minister Peres and Chair-
man Arafat were awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize for their progress in peace in the Mid-
dle East, a young corporal named Nahshon
Waxman was murdered by terrorists who are
the enemies of peace in the Middle East.
He was a son of Israel, but many of you may
know he was also a citizen of the United
States. And our prayers and our hearts go
out to the people of Israel and to the Wax-
man family as we say to them, the United
States will stand with you in the cause of
peace in the Middle East. We have come
too far to turn back, and we must not let
the wreckers and the killers turn us back
today.

And this is a day of determination for
America in the world as our men and women
in uniform stand up again in the Middle East
and the Gulf and say that Iraq will not be
allowed to threaten its neighbors or to intimi-
date the United Nations in its work to make
sure they never again have weapons of mass
destruction. We will stay there until we are
sure that the threat is gone.

What I want you to do today, my fellow
Americans, as you must be filled with pride
for the incredible work, the skill, the dis-
cipline, the bravery of our men and women
in uniform from Haiti to the Gulf, is to un-
derstand that our overall strategy to increase
our security—a strategy that Sikorsky has
played a major role in—involves not just the
effort to bring peace and democracy to
Northern Ireland, the Middle East, to South
Africa; not just our efforts to become more
secure from weapons of mass destruction, as
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for the first time the missiles of Russia are
no longer pointed at the American people;
not just an effort to expand international eco-
nomics, although all that is important. I came
here today because I know and you know
we can never be strong abroad unless we are
first strong in the United States of America,
in every State, every community, in every
neighborhood.

You know, as I flew over the beautiful
Connecticut countryside coming down here
in the helicopter, and I saw those fall leaves
I came to love over 20 years ago, and I
thought about how proud I was to be coming
down here to campaign for somebody like
Bill Curry, who was outspent and counted
out but never gave up because he wanted
to be an agent of change to make life better
for ordinary citizens, to have sensible pro-
grams to develop the economy, to have pro-
grams to reform the Government and make
it work again for average people, to give a
tax break to people who deserved it. I liked
the way he won the primary, and I have to
say I also really admire the way his principal
opponent, John Larson, came over and en-
dorsed him and is trying to help him get
elected. And I hope the rest of you will, too.

I want to talk to you today a little as a
political rally and a little just as an old-fash-
ioned visit about why this race here fits into
what I’m trying to do as President and why
we need your help. I went to Washington
20 months ago to try to change this country,
to do some very basic things: to bring the
economy back, to make the Government
work for ordinary citizens, and to empower
individual Americans to take responsibility
for their own future. I offered the American
people not so much a set of promises as a
real challenge that we could compete and
win in the 21st century, we could keep the
American dream alive, if we had the courage
to change. I asked people of all parties and
persuasions to work with me to fight for the
future. It’s been an interesting 20 months.
And what I want to talk to you about is this:
As we come onto these elections, I want you
to think about the problems we found when
we got there, the opposition we got from the
leadership of the other party on every issue,
the progress we made, and the stakes in the
future.

After all, we confronted 30 years of serious
social problems developing—they didn’t hap-
pen overnight—the loss of jobs in our inner
cities and rural areas, the terrible problems
of the breakdown of families and commu-
nities and the rise of crime and violence and
drugs and gangs. This has been happening
for three decades. We confronted 20 years
in which working people have been working
harder and harder just to hang on and wages
have been stagnant. And we confronted 12
years of trickle-down Reaganomics, the eco-
nomic theory that if you cut taxes on the
wealthiest Americans, loaded them up on the
middle class, exploded the deficit, you could
somehow spend your way into somebody’s
prosperity. Now, that’s what we found. The
last 4 years before I took office had the slow-
est job growth since the Great Depression.
In the city of Bridgeport alone, the average
job loss was about 6,000 a year.

And so we set to work to try to make the
Government work for ordinary people, to try
to turn the economy around. And I think it’s
fair to say that we’ve got a long way to go,
but we made a very good start. You be the
judge. You be the judge.

After 7 years we passed the family and
medical leave law to give people some time
off when their babies are born or their par-
ents are sick. The Congress voted at long last
to put America at the front, not in the rear,
of taking care of its children by immunizing
all the kids in this country under the age of
2 by 1996; to put 200,000 more children in
Head Start programs; to provide apprentice-
ship programs for young people who get out
of high school and don’t go to college but
want to get good jobs; most important of all,
to provide longer term, lower interest rate
college loans to middle class Americans so
that everybody could afford to go to college.
Already, 20 million Americans are eligible to
refinance their college loans, including about
540,000 people right here in Connecticut.

We sent genuine welfare reform legislation
to Congress that would invest in education
and training and make welfare a second
chance, not a way of life. And we gave 18
States a chance to find ways to put people
to work and get them off the welfare rolls.
We gave nine States a chance to try to find
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ways to cover all people with health insur-
ance.

And I want to tell you, we didn’t win that
battle, but just remember this: It took 7 years
to pass family leave, 7 years to pass the Brady
bill, 6 years to pass the crime bill, and we
just started. Another million Americans lost
their health insurance last year. We can find
a way to give people their choice of doctors,
to keep the cost coming down, and still cover
all Americans. And we’re going to keep going
until we do it.

We passed the first serious assault on
crime in a generation: the Brady bill, the as-
sault weapons ban, the ban on handgun own-
ership by children, 100,000 more jail cells
for serious offenders, ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out,’’ and other things to strengthen
laws against the victims of domestic abuse,
women and children, and to protect the
rights of victims in the criminal justice proc-
ess. And we’ve provided prevention funds to
give these kids who can still live a good life
something to say yes to, as well as something
to say no to. And the police officers asked
us to do it. It was the right thing to do.

And just this week—for all those naysayers
who said that the money would never get
out there to make a difference—this week,
only 2 weeks after the crime bill was signed,
we have already given funds to Bridgeport,
Bristol, East Hartford, and Norwich to hire
more police officers this week.

When Barbara Kennelly and Rosa
DeLauro and Senator Lieberman and Sen-
ator Dodd voted for the economic program,
every Republican in the Congress voted
against it. And they said that if we asked the
wealthiest Americans to pay a little more, and
if we cut taxes on 15 million working families
who were working 40 hours a week and had
kids in the home and were still fighting to
stay above the poverty line, and if we cut
$255 billion worth of spending, they said, the
Republicans, that the economy would fall
and the deficit would explode, that the world
would come to an end if we reversed trickle-
down economics. They said if 84,000 working
people in Connecticut, who are barely above
the poverty line even though they’re working
40 hours a week and trying to raise their kids
in a decent way, got a tax cut and we still

cut spending, we brought the deficit down,
the world would come to an end.

Well, we have now been here 20 months,
and we have seen whether they are right.
And what has happened? You heard Barbara
Kennelly; the deficit’s going down 3 years in
a row for the first time since Truman. We
have 4.6 million new jobs. The unemploy-
ment rate in Connecticut is a point and a
half below what it was on the day I was elect-
ed President of the United States. Now, be-
lieve you me, this is the beginning. We have
a long way to go. There are a lot of people
in the Bridgeports of America who have not
felt this economic recovery. But what you
have to decide is, what is the best way to
feel it?

We have to bring investment back into our
cities. I just signed a bill to set up banks in
all the cities of this country to make loans
to poor people who couldn’t get them other-
wise, to put people in business and bring free
enterprise into the cities. It has worked
around the world; it will work in America.
And we are going to do that. We are des-
ignating cities around the country, giving
them extra incentives for people to invest in
these cities to put people back to work. The
answer is to do more of what we are doing,
not to turn around and go back the way we
came from. If you want to bring Bridgeport
back, let’s keep doing what we’re doing, and
we will do that.

Now, my message to you is this: We’re try-
ing to change things, folks, and it’s hard to
do in Washington, but we’ve made a good
beginning.

Now, what are our opponents trying to do?
Look what they did. Every one of them voted
against reversing Reaganomics. Every one of
them voted against college loans to the mid-
dle class. Most of them voted against the
Brady bill, the crime bill, and family leave.
Now, at the end of this last congressional ses-
sion, what did they do? In the United States
Senate, the Republican Senators ganged up
and killed campaign finance reform; they
killed lobby reform; they killed all the envi-
ronmental measures that were there except
the desert bill for California.

We had a bill to clean up toxic waste
dumps, the Superfund legislation. Everybody
in the country was for the bill; made you kind

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:34 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P42OC4.017 INET03



2044 Oct. 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

of wonder about it. We had the chemical
companies, the labor unions, and the Sierra
Club; they were all for it. They have never
been for the same thing, ever. [Laughter]
The only people in America who were against
the Superfund bill were the Republican Sen-
ators. And why were they against it? Because
they didn’t want Rosa and Barbara and Joe
Lieberman and Chris Dodd to be able to
come back to Connecticut and say that they
helped to clean up toxic waste dumps. There
was no other reason. It was politics.

Now we know why they killed campaign
finance reform and lobby reform. This week
in the Washington Post, it was reported that
they killed campaign finance reform and lob-
bying reform on the weekend, and on Mon-
day the leaders of the Republican Party in
the House and the Senate got all the lobby-
ists together and they said—it’s quoted in the
Washington Post—‘‘We killed campaign fi-
nance reform for you. We killed lobby reform
for you. We share your values. So you give
us money, and don’t you give the Democrats
money, or else.’’ That’s what they did.

Now, what will they do if we give them
power? Have you seen their contract for
America? They promise everybody a tax cut,
mostly the wealthiest Americans. They prom-
ise huge increases in defense spending. They
promise everybody everything, a trillion dol-
lars. And you say, ‘‘Well, how are you going
to pay for this?’’ And they say, ‘‘We’ll tell
you later.’’ [Laughter] Well, you know it’s
election year, folks. I’d like to make you a
trillion dollars’ worth of promises, too. I
could show you a good time with a trillion
dollars. [Laughter] We could have a lot of
fun; that’s real money.

But what happened when they did it be-
fore? They quadrupled the debt of the coun-
try. They sent our jobs overseas. We’re going
to have to cut Medicare, veterans benefits,
the crime bill for police in the cities, and
we’re going to run this economy in the ditch
if they get their promises. This is not a con-
tract with America, it’s a contract on Amer-
ica. You have been there; turn away from
it. You know better than that.

So they have told us what they are going
to do. They are going to give us their trickle-

down economics of the 1980’s. They are
going to give their politics of the enemies
list of the 1970’s. They are going to gang up
with the Washington lobbyists whose values
they share and run this country any way they
please and try to tell you what you want to
hear and give you a bunch of idle promises.
We tried it before. It did not work.

We are moving this country forward. The
economy’s coming back. We’re making the
Government work for ordinary citizens. And
the Congress is looking for a message from
the American people.

I say to you, what is this election about?
It’s about all those kids in the uniforms over
there that provided the music. It’s about
what kind of future they’re going to have.
That’s what this election’s about. Are we
going forward, or are we going back? Are
we going to be united, or are we going to
be divided? Are we going to vote for our
hopes, or are we going to vote for our fears?

That is what Bill Curry represents here,
everything we are trying to do. You have got
to elect him Governor. And you have got to
say to America, ‘‘We have tried what they
are offering, and it failed. We heard them
say what the President was doing was failing,
and it has succeeded.’’

So let’s keep on going into the future with
our heads held high. I’m telling you some-
thing, folks, we are just a few years from the
next century. And what will really count is
whether every man and woman can live up
to the fullest of their God-given capacities.
That’s what we offer, the promise of chal-
lenge, the promise of succession, because we
are doing what we can to make sure every
one of you can be what God meant you to
be. Don’t fall for the Republican promises
one more time. We don’t need to go back;
we need to go forward.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. at Sikor-
sky Memorial Airport. In his remarks, he referred
to William E. Curry, Jr., Connecticut guber-
natorial candidate; Mayor Joseph P. Ganim of
Bridgeport, CT, candidate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor; and Richard Blumenthal, attorney general.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:34 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P42OC4.017 INET03



2045Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Oct. 15

Remarks at a Fundraiser for Bill
Curry in Bridgeport, Connecticut
October 15, 1994

Thank you. You know, I’ve been telling the
people at the White House for months, if
we could just get the Congress out of town
and I could get out in the country, we could
have a little fun. [Laughter]

I am delighted to be here with two of the
finest Members of Congress, Rosa DeLauro
and Barbara Kennelly, and with the leaders
of Bill Curry’s campaign; the leaders of the
Democratic Party; with the State officials, in-
cluding my longtime friend Attorney General
Blumenthal; with the mayor of this city and
his wife; and with Bill Curry and his mother.

I want to talk a little today about two or
three things that I hope will help to put this
Governor’s race in perspective. Let me tell
you, I used to be a Governor, and it’s a pretty
good job. There have been a day or two in
the last couple of years where I wondered
why I ever gave it up. They used to tell me
there were times when I could take a boat
out in the middle of the Arkansas River and
walk back, and the headline would be, ‘‘Clin-
ton Can’t Swim.’’ I know what it means now.
[Laughter]

But I want to say to you today—I want
to try, if I can, from my perspective to tell
you just how important a Governor’s race is
and just why I think Bill Curry is not only
the right sort of person for this job at this
time but also why I think he did a very smart
thing in having a bright young mayor as a
running mate. And the reason is you cannot
see the role of Government anymore as all
divided up. You can’t look at there’s a little
box, and that’s what mayors do. And there’s
another little box, and that’s what Governors
do. And there’s another little box, and that’s
what Presidents do at home. And another lit-
tle box, and that’s what Presidents do abroad.
There’s another little box, and that’s what
people in the private sector do. This country
needs to stop thinking like that, because we
are moving into a global society, not just a
global economy but a global society, and we
have to look at our work in terms of partner-
ships. We have got to get the best out of
everybody. And we have to have as a goal
how to get the best out of everybody and

how everyone can live up to the fullest of
their own potential.

When I was out at the airport just a few
moments ago I said, looking at our role in
the world, this was a day of celebration, a
day of sorrow, and a day of determination:
celebration in the return of President
Aristide to Haiti and seeing the people danc-
ing in the streets for democracy; sorrow, of
course, because on the day that the long
struggle of Prime Minister Rabin and For-
eign Minister Peres and Chairman Arafat to
bring peace to the Middle East was rewarded
with the Nobel Prize, Corporal Waxman, an
Israeli soldier and an American citizen, was
killed by terrorist thugs who desperately want
peace in the Middle East to fail so that they
can go on and ply their craft of death; and
determination because our men and women
in uniform in the Gulf are standing up to
one more threat from Iraq to its neighbors,
one more attempt to bully the United Na-
tions into backing off its resolutions.

There’s a lot to be proud of and a lot to
be happy about. Even in the terrible tragedy
in Israel, you see shining through that the
determination of the people there to keep
working for peace and not to turn back, to
give not only that troubled region but the
rest of us who are so caught up in it and
its future a different and a better future.

But if you look at that, and you recognize
that we cannot be strong abroad unless we
are first strong at home, that is the inner
strength of America that permits us to lead
the world in bringing democracy back to
Haiti. It is the internal strength of America
that gave us the power to lead the inter-
national coalition first in the Gulf war and
now in standing up to what is happening
there. It is the symbolic power of America
and the fact that we represent the kaleido-
scope of the world’s cultures and ethnic
groups and religions, that make people wish
us to be active in helping them to achieve
peace in the Middle East or peace in North-
ern Ireland or conducting the elections in
South Africa, which we celebrated recently
with President Mandela’s trip here.

It is very important to understand that. It
is the fact that people believe that we live
by our values that enables us to be trusted
when we say to the Russians after decades
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of mistrust, ‘‘We know that the future will
have differences between us, our interests
will be different, our opinions will be dif-
ferent, but we ought to go forward as democ-
racies,’’ and that leads us to the point where
today, for the first time since the dawn of
the nuclear age there are no Russian missiles
pointed at the people of the United States.
That is important to know.

So we come to this point in our history,
as the First Lady said, at a point of transition,
the end of the cold war, the advent of a global
economy, with very serious challenges and
enormous opportunities. And the question is:
What must we do in our country to continue
to be able to celebrate the things we just
discussed? What is it that we have to do in
our time to give new birth to the American
dream, to rebuild this country, to empower
all of our people to be what God meant for
them to be? What is it that we have to do?
That is the question, and how must we do
it?

Those are the things that dominate my
thinking as your President every day. That’s
what I think about. That’s what I work on.
It is important not only who is President, but
what other things are going on in this coun-
try.

One of the things I’m convinced of is that
Washington is very good at doing some things
and not very good at all doing others. Second,
people have more trust in government that’s
closer to them than they do in governments
further away, so even if we are good at some
things we need to go ahead and let a lot of
that be started out at the grassroots level.
And third, there are just differences from
place to place. The economic challenges
faced by Bridgeport are different than the
economic challenges faced by Hartford and
certainly different than those faced by Lara-
mie, Wyoming.

So I have tried to launch a kind of a revolu-
tion in the way we think about Government.
I don’t want a Government anymore that sits
on the sidelines or just kind of comes into
the game to help preserve the status quo and
organized interest groups. But neither do I
think the Democrats can afford to make a
lot of promises we can’t deliver and say that
we’re doing things for people, when what we

really ought to be doing is empowering peo-
ple to do more for themselves.

So let me give you some practical examples
in why it matters who the Governor is and
why it’s a good thing the ticket has a mayor
on it. Example number one: welfare reform.
Everybody knows that we’ve had 30 years,
not 30 months, 30 years, of developing social
problems in this country. The breakdown of
families, the breakdown of community struc-
tures: it started with the collapse of the eco-
nomic infrastructure of many of our urban
areas and rural areas. And it was accelerated
by changing social patterns. But when people
bemoan crime and drugs and guns and gangs
and violence, it is important to recognize that
these things have been developing, after all,
for quite a long while.

One of the things we know we have to
do is take the families that exist now that
are dependent on the Government and try
to make them self-sufficient. That’s what wel-
fare reform is all about, making welfare a sec-
ond chance for people that really need it,
not a way of life.

The truth is no one has a magic bullet.
I have sent legislation to Congress which I
believe will be adopted next year, but it rests
upon the ability of people at the grassroots
level to implement it and make it work. So
we have given 18 States, including Connecti-
cut, I might add, permission to cut through
all the Federal rules and regulations and de-
sign their own ways to move people from
welfare to work. Just recently I gave the State
of Oregon permission to take the welfare
check and just give it to employers who
would hire people as an employment supple-
ment. It may or may not work, but it’s worth
trying. In Connecticut, we’ll know soon
enough whether it did. And so will other
States in the country.

This is important, but if you don’t have
a good Governor, it’s a bust. First of all, they
won’t ask for the permission to do it, and
secondly, they may not be able to carry it
off. We’ve given 9 States—in the middle of
all this health care rhetoric that we’ve put
up with in the couple of months—9 States
have gotten permission to go beyond a lot
of the Federal rules and regulations to try
innovative ways to provide health coverage
for all their people in ways that preserve
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consumer choice, preserve the private health
care system, but got out there in ways that
would control costs and provide more cov-
erage.

We just passed an education bill that I
have worked very hard for based—it is rooted
in my experience as a Governor that has
strong national standards for achievement
but gives all the initiatives back to grassroots
schools and school districts, State depart-
ments of education. It really matters who’s
out there. Now those are just three examples
that this Congress has worked with me on
to help put decisions back at the local level.

Finally, let me say we’re trying to do some
things that will really bring economic oppor-
tunity back to places where it has long been
lost. This is something I’ve worked on for
a decade. When I was Governor, part of my
State was the fastest growing part of America,
and part of it was the poorest part of Amer-
ica. I understand a little about this, and I
know there is no one formula that works.

So we are trying to build institutions like
community development banks to make
loans to poor people to start businesses
where they live—proven to work all over the
world, and we’re way late in putting them
in all the cities in America—like enterprise
zones and empowerment zones and enter-
prise communities, all these things we’re try-
ing to do. These are important things, but
I can propose all the laws and they can pass
all the laws, and none of those things will
change anybody’s life if the people at the
grassroots level don’t know how to do it and
aren’t connected to the real problems of real
people.

So if you want America’s economy to be
revitalized, you have to have a good Gov-
ernor, everywhere; you have to have people
who have a partnership; you have to have
people who understand these things. This
guy is a fountainhead of ideas. And he won
this primary with a grassroots movement,
which means that he has people in every
community who understand what is going on
there. That is terribly important to whether
the President and the country succeed. It
really matters.

I also see a lot of partnership here, and
if you’ll forgive me, I want to say a special
word of thanks to your major opponent in

the primary, Senator Larson, for being here
today and for being so strongly for you and
helping you. Where is he? John, stand up.
Thank you very much, sir. [Applause]

Now, that brings it back to what we have
to do. Our mission in Washington has been
to try to make the Government work for ordi-
nary people again, bring the economy back,
get the American people together, to em-
power people to make the most of their own
lives. After 20 months—a rather interesting
20 months, I might add—I’d say we’ve made
a good start, and we’ve got a ways to go. And
the midterm elections offer the American
people the chance to decide whether they
want to go forward or whether they want to
go back and try what the opposition party
says they offer America. We now have clear
evidence on both paths.

If you look at what we’ve done to make
the Government work for ordinary people,
and the family leave law has already been
mentioned, we debated for 7 years, we
passed it in a couple of months; we provided
immunizations for all children under 2; an-
other 200,000 seats in Head Start for young
children; apprenticeship programs were
staged to help kids who don’t want to go to
college but want to be in good jobs, not low-
wage jobs; a dramatic reform in the college
loan program that makes already 20 million
middle class Americans, including over half
a million in Connecticut, eligible for low in-
terest and longer repayment terms on their
college loans so that no one should ever again
not go to college because of the cost of a
college education; this is a dramatic thing.
This is making Government work for ordi-
nary people.

We are also—you heard Bill talking about
the crime bill—you know how we paid for
the crime bill? Not with a tax increase, not
by cutting out other Government programs
but by a commitment to reduce the size of
the Federal bureaucracy over 6 years by
270,000. The National Government already
has more than 70,000 fewer people working
for it today than it did on the day I took
office, and all the money’s being spent to
fight crime. And I might add, that makes the
point again. We’re shrinking the size of the
Federal Government to do more with less,
and we’re giving all the money to commu-
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nities to fight crime, to Bridgeport, to Bristol,
to East Hartford, to Norwich. You already
have these four communities, within 2 weeks
after I signed the crime bill, were already
given grants to hire more police officers tak-
ing the money away from Washington, giving
it to you at the grassroots. If you spend it
right, the crime rate will go down. We know
that.

You know, our opponents, the Repub-
licans, always cussed the Federal Govern-
ment for years, but they didn’t make it small-
er, they just tried to make sure their folks
were in all those jobs before we took over.
[Laughter] And they talked about Govern-
ment waste, but they didn’t want to do any-
thing about it because they wouldn’t have
anything to run against any more. So we
passed a bill to change the way the Govern-
ment buys $200 billion worth of services a
year. You know that we’re going to save an
average of $50 on every purchase the Gov-
ernment makes that costs less then $2,500
by getting rid of paperwork and letting com-
petition in, no more $500 hammers, no more
$600 toilet seats. Poor Al Gore can’t go on
David Letterman any more—[laughter]—
because we did that. The Democrats did that.
We’re trying to make this Government work
for you in a commonsense way.

And the second thing we’re trying to do
is to bring this economy back. The first thing
I did as President—before I ever took of-
fice—the first decision I made was that we
needed an economic security organization.
Just like we had a national security operation
and a domestic policy operation, we needed
an economic operation. And I put a man
from New York named Bob Rubin, who’s had
a distinguished business career, in charge of
it, and we have worked from the get go to
make sure that everything we do is good for
the American economy.

And if you really talk to people who deal
with the Federal Government, they’ll tell you
we’ve got the best Commerce Department,
the best Small Business Administration, the
best Agriculture Department that anybody’s
seen around there in decades when it comes
to promoting economic growth and develop-
ment. The best trade negotiator, because we
are trying to grow this economy.

When we put the economic plan before
the Congress, which lowered the deficit and
which provided tax cuts for 15 million work-
ing Americans and tax increases for the
wealthiest one and a half percent, what did
our adversaries say? They said, ‘‘If this plan
passes, the deficit will go up and the econ-
omy will go down.’’ That’s what they said,
the world would come to an end. Chicken
Little would not have been as eloquent—
[laughter]—as they were about how bad that
plan was.

Well, we passed it, thanks to Barbara,
thanks to Rosa, without one of them being
for it, and where are we? We’ve got 3 years
of deficit reduction for the first time since
Truman was President, 4.6 million new jobs,
more high-wage jobs in 1994 than the pre-
vious 5 years combined, 9 months of manu-
facturing job growth for the first time in 10
years, and America rated the most productive
country in the world at the annual vote of
international economists for the first time in
9 years. They were wrong, and we were right.

So are we here celebrating? No, not ex-
actly. There are still too many people who
don’t have jobs; there are still too many peo-
ple who have worked for jobs but never get
raises. A million Americans lost their health
insurance last year. We still have to pass wel-
fare reform and important environmental
legislation and political reform legislation like
campaign finance reform and lobby reform.
And we have to keep going until our future
is secure.

No, we’re not satisfied, but we have made
a very good start. What have they done?
What is the choice? I want to make three
points to you. First of all, they voted no every
chance they could. Every one of them voted
no against the economic plan which included,
also, the middle class college loan. Most of
them voted against the Brady bill. Most of
them voted against the family and medical
leave bill. Most of them voted against the
crime bill, having once voted for the crime
bill because it was election season. In the
last week of the Senate, on one day, there
were four separate issues being filibustered.
To give you a sense of what that means, you
know, if there’s a filibuster, it takes you 60
percent of the Senate to pass it. In the 1800’s
we had an average of one filibuster every 6
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years. In the 1900’s we’ve had an average
of one filibuster every year. We had four in
one day because the ‘‘no’’ crowd was trying
to shut us down.

Do you know what they stopped from
passing, among other things? The Superfund
bill to clean up toxic waste dumps. Who was
for it? The chemical companies, the labor
unions, and the Sierra Club. It’s the first
issue they’d ever agreed on in their lives.
Every American with a breath and an opinion
was for the Superfund legislation except the
Republican Senators. And why were they not
for it? Because they didn’t want Rosa and
Barbara to be able to come back to Connecti-
cut and say in the closing days of the Con-
gress, ‘‘We passed the bill to clean up toxic
waste dumps.’’ They’d rather leave the
dumps and deny them the credit.

In the closing days, we had big bipartisan
majority for campaign finance reform, for
lobbying reform, for a bill to require Con-
gress to live under the same laws they impose
on private employers, and they killed them
all with filibusters. Now that’s a fact. And
they give us a little inkling of where they’ll
go if they get a majority in the Congress. Two
stunning articles in the Washington Post this
week—they killed the campaign finance re-
form and the lobbying bill on the weekend.
On Monday, the leaders of the Republican
party in the House and the Senate had a little
meeting with the lobbyists. And according to
the news article, they said, ‘‘Look, we killed
campaign finance reform for you. We killed
lobby reform for you. We share your values,
and you better give us money, and you better
not give the Democrats money, or else.’’
Then yesterday it was reported that if they
could just get control, they’d give us a Na-
tional Government by subpoena with an en-
emies list.

Now, you have to see that in terms of their
contract with America. Remember their con-
tract? They all signed up; they all stood right
up there and signed on the dotted line. You
know what was in that contract? They prom-
ised just what they did in the eighties, the
return to trickle-down economics, a trillion
dollars in promises, tax cuts for the wealthy,
more money for defense, bring back Star
Wars, don’t hurt anybody. And when you ask

them, well how are you going to pay for all
this, they say, ‘‘We will tell you later.’’

Well, I’ll tell you how they’re going to pay
for it. The deficit will be exploded, Medicare
will be cut, veterans benefits will be cut, the
police program cannot be funded, jobs will
start to go overseas again just like they did
before, and the economy will be in the ditch.
But it will all happen after the election. You
know, and this is election time. He wants to
win; he wants to win; I want you to help our
folks in Congress. I would love to stand up
here and make you a trillion dollars worth
of promises. You know if I could write a tril-
lion dollars worth of hot checks, I would
show you a good time, too. [Laughter] That’s
real money. So they’ve told us what they’ll
do. They’ll give you trickle-down economics
and abuse of power politics. Now, that’s what
they’ll do. They’ve had a high old time trying
to stop everything and point the finger of
blame. I love what Bill Curry said, ‘‘What
they’re saying: it’s not what should we do,
but who can we blame?’’

What we have done is try to turn a light
on in this country, to lift people’s spirits and
pull people together and say we can make
the Government work for ordinary people.
We can do more with less. We can empower
people. We can get this economy going again.
We can stand for the best of American ideals
around the world. We can make ourselves
more secure and more prosperous.

And it won’t happen overnight. We’re
dealing with 30 years of social problems, 20
years of economic stagnation, and 12 years
of trickle-down economics. But it can happen
if we keep going forward.

So I am here to say, if you want this coun-
try to go forward, you need to elect this good
man Governor and you need to say to the
people of Connecticut, in every one of these
congressional races, we must decide are we
going forward or are we going backward?
What do we stand for? Do we really want
to go back to a Government of idle promises
where people are simply told what they want
to hear, where all their fears are played upon,
where a majority is created through dividing
the electorate, or do we want to go forward
into a future where we can compete and win
in an exciting global economy where our di-
versity is an asset and our economic strengths
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are legendary and every American child has
a chance to live up to the American dream?
I think the answer is clear, and I want you
to help make it clear in November.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. at the
Holiday Inn.

Statement on United Nations
Security Council Action on Iraq
October 15, 1994

I am very pleased with the strong action
just taken by the U.N. Security Council on
Iraq. UNSC Resolution 949, passed unani-
mously this evening, condemns the Iraqi ef-
fort at intimidation of its neighbors. It ex-
presses the clear will of the international
community that such threats are unaccept-
able. It demands that Iraq withdraw its
troops to their original positions and requires
Iraq not to redeploy these forces to the south
or take other action to enhance its military
capability in southern Iraq.

The Security Council has made clear that
it will not permit Iraq to use its military to
threaten its neighbors or U.N. operations in
Iraq. This resolution underscores the unani-
mous backing of the Security Council and
the broad support of the international com-
munity for our demand that Iraq take steps
that would prevent it from threatening its
neighbors now or in the future. This is an
important step in our efforts to end the cur-
rent crisis in a way that prevents such crises
from recurring.

Remarks by Telephone to the
National Medical Association
October 15, 1994

The President. Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen.

Karen Mouton. Good evening, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. It’s nice to hear your
voice, and I appreciate what Dr. Walton said.
I’m sorry I’m not with you tonight. I know
that this evening marks the beginning of a
very special year in recognizing the 100th an-
niversary of the National Medical Association

and its contribution to the health of our Na-
tion.

I’m certainly impressed with the star-stud-
ded cast for this evening’s program, and I
want to give my own salute to the physician
honorees, whose accomplishments touch on
every area of the medical profession. And of
course, I want to say I am especially pleased
to note that our own Surgeon General, Dr.
Joycelyn Elders, is one of your honorees. I
thank you for that.

I also want to thank the National Medical
Association for the key role you’ve played
during the past 20 months in our joint effort
to seek health care reform. Dr. Tracy Walton
and Dr. Leonard Lawrence, your president
and immediate past president, were espe-
cially effective during the health care debate.
And I don’t want you to be too discouraged
that legislation didn’t pass. After all, this was
the first time in the history of the United
States that comprehensive health care legis-
lation made it to the floor of both Houses
of Congress. And the problem is not going
away. We now know from the census report
that over a million Americans lost their
health insurance just last year. There are still
challenges that have to be met, and in the
end, the spirit, the leadership, the guidance
of the National Medical Association is going
to be rewarded with comprehensive health
care for all Americans.

If you won’t give up, I won’t; we’ll keep
working. The First Lady is here with me, and
we want to tell you that we’re proud of you,
we’re grateful to you, and we want to keep
working for health care reform.

Let me also thank you for supporting a
lot of our other initiatives, for helping us pass
the crime bill, which in itself was a public
health bill to reduce violence and crime and
drug addiction among our people, especially
our young people; for your support of the
economic program to bring the deficit down
and get the economy going again. It’s pro-
duced over 41⁄2 million new jobs in the last
20 months. But most of all, I want to thank
you for your partnership. We’re going to
keep working together. We’re going to keep
making progress together. We’re going to
keep moving America forward together.

You know this health care reform issue is
literally a matter of life and death for many
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African-Americans, because of the higher
rate of preventable diseases and the great at-
risk nature of so much of the African-Amer-
ican population who go without primary and
preventive care and health care coverage in
general.

But we are moving forward. And we have
an opportunity now in the next few weeks
to send a message to the country and to the
Congress when you vote in your commu-
nities. We want to keep working forward. We
want to keep going forward. We don’t want
to go back. We know we can make a dif-
ference in jobs and crime and the deficit,
and we know we can make a difference in
health care if we’ll stay at the task.

So I ask you to keep doing what you’re
doing, keep standing for the right things,
keep being a shining symbol of America at
its best. I look forward to being with you and
supporting you, and I am very grateful for
the support you’ve given to me.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:57 p.m. from the
Port Authority Terminal in Miami, FL, to the as-
sociation’s centennial celebration at the National
Theatre in Washington, DC. Karen Mouton was
assistant to program producer Debbie Allen.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner in
Miami, Florida
October 15, 1994

Thank you very much. There’s nothing left
for me to say. [Laughter] You know, Hillary
kind of got into that zone that sometimes you
get into, and she was just hitting on all cyl-
inders. And I felt very much like I did the
first time I ever gave a public speech as an
elected official over 18 years ago. I went to
a Rotary Club installation banquet in south
Arkansas as attorney general. And it was the
first time I’d ever spoken since I’d been
elected, and I was nervous as a cat. There
were 500 people there; we started at 6:30.
Everybody got introduced in the whole
crowd, except three people; they went home
mad. [Laughter] And I got introduced to
speak about a quarter to 10. And the only
guy more nervous than me was the guy intro-
ducing me, and he said, ‘‘You know, we could

stop here and have had a nice evening.’’ And
when I heard Hillary hitting her stride, I
thought, we ought to stop here, we’ll have
a nice evening. [Laughter]

Let me say, first, to Hugh and to Carol,
thank you, thank you so much not only for
this evening but for all the days and all the
nights that you have helped to advance the
cause of the Democratic Party and of our
administration and all the things that you
have given to your country out of a genuine
desire to make things better for other people.
I thank you so much, and I’m honored to
be here in your home tonight.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here, Senator Daschle, who was
here, and Congresswoman Meek and Con-
gressman Hastings, Congressman Torricelli,
who’s come all the way from New Jersey, and
say how very glad I am to be here. I want
to echo the sentiments of my wife about my
fine brother-in-law; I may have a little more
to say about that in a moment. And I want
to thank my long-time friend Bob Graham.
You know, I told somebody not very long ago,
someone—I don’t even know how the con-
versation came up, but it got around to the
fact that I’d known Bob Graham a long time.
And this person who was talking to me had
not known him a long time and was marvel-
ing about how much money he had raised
as chairman of the Democratic Senate Cam-
paign Committee. I said, ‘‘Well, it doesn’t
surprise me because he gets more done than
anybody I know, and secondly, he’s had me
at every crossroads in the United States at
these fundraisers.’’ [Laughter]

I was a Governor for a good long while.
Some days I wish I still were—[laughter]—
but rarely. I served with 150 American citi-
zens, men and women, who were Governors.
And I can say without any qualification that
he is one of the 5 ablest people I ever served
with as a Governor out of that 150. But he
has a weakness that I also have, apparently,
and that is that on occasion, we’re better
doers than we are talkers. And the crowd
we’re running against are a whole lot better
talkers than they are doers. And part of the
reason is, they have more time to think about
what they’re going to say because they spend
so little time worrying about what they’re
going to do.
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And I must say, just for example, our
friends here in Florida—I didn’t carry Flor-
ida in the last election, but I worked hard
to do a good job for Florida. We’ve worked
hard not to let Hurricane Andrew be forgot-
ten. We’ve worked hard to get Homestead
rebuilt and regenerated and revitalized. We
worked hard to save the space station and
the space program, which is so important to
central Florida; to settle the American Air-
lines strike, which is very important down
here. Florida was one of the States that got
permission to slash through all the Federal
rules and regulations to try to find new and
innovative ways to control health care costs
and cover more people without health insur-
ance and to reform the welfare system and
to move people from welfare to work. And
that’s just a beginning.

I’d also remind everybody, with Mr.
Torricelli here, that until I really got behind
the Cuban Democracy Act, along with Dem-
ocrat Torricelli and Democrat Graham, we
couldn’t find the Republicans and where they
were on that legislation or what they were
doing.

So I don’t know if any of that will register
in this election, because they talk very well.
But I want you to think tonight about what
you can do in the next 4 weeks, maybe in
a nonfinancial way, in the States in which
you live to change the outcome of the elec-
tion, or in the cases where we’re winning,
to reinforce the outcome of the election.

You heard Hillary make the case, but the
fact is, I ran for President to be a different
sort of President. I did not expect that the
environment in Washington would be as par-
tisan as it turned out to be. I never dreamed
I’d see grown people actually get up and will-
fully kill bills that they themselves were for,
just to make sure that nobody else got credit
for helping. I thought that was something
that children did in a play yard. I didn’t
dream grownups would do it, and I sure
didn’t dream that anybody could get away
with doing it.

I wanted to go to Washington to get this
economy going again, to get our people to-
gether again, to make that Government work
for ordinary citizens again. And I think we’ve
made a good start. We have brought the defi-
cit down; we’ve got the economy up. When

Bob Graham cast the decisive vote on the
economic plan—all the Republicans voted
against it, and they said, ‘‘If this thing passes,
the economy is down the tubes; if this thing
passes, we’ll lose jobs and the deficit will go
up.’’ Well, they’ve been telling us that fairy-
tale for 12 years. We tried it their way for
12 years, and they quadrupled the national
debt and drove the economy in the ditch.
We changed our policy, we reversed trickle-
down economics, and we’ve had 4.6 million
jobs and 3 years of deficit reduction for the
first time since Harry Truman was the Presi-
dent of the United States.

When we tried to pass family and medical
leave, they wanted to filibuster it. They said
it would be bad for small business. Well, we
passed family and medical leave, we joined
over 100 other countries that had already
done it, and guess what? We’ve had record
new incorporations of small business and
record small business profits. It hasn’t hurt
anything, but it’s helped a lot of working peo-
ple to be home when their babies were born
or their parents were sick. That’s the truth.

When we changed the whole college loan
program to lower the interest rates and string
out the repayment terms so that every middle
class person in this country could afford to
go to college, not a single one of them
helped, not a one, zero. But we kept going,
trying to make this thing work.

Then we got to our trade initiatives, and
we actually had a bipartisan effort on
NAFTA, and I thought, ‘‘This thing is turning
around.’’ And then late last year, the Senate
voted 95 to 4 for a crime bill; the Republicans
voted 42 to 2 for it. So we finally got it
through the House, and we brought it back
to the Senate, and we were going to have
a vote on the final crime bill. It was really
very much like what I campaigned on for
President and what they voted for a year ago.
But instead of being 42 to 2 for it, they were
38 to 6 against it. Why? Because it was close
to election, and they cared more about de-
feating an administration initiative to make
our streets safer than they did making the
American people safer. So if they had had
their way—2 weeks ago I signed that crime
bill; we have already released funding for 250
more police officers for Florida, 95 of them
in Dade and Broward County alone—if they
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had had their way, they wouldn’t be here.
But they are here; they are here. And there
will be more.

So you have to make a choice in this elec-
tion not just to contribute but what you’re
going to do in the next 4 weeks. We’re bring-
ing the economy back; we’re making the
Government work for ordinary people; we’re
moving into the future. Are there still things
to be done? You bet there are. There are
still jobs to be created. There are still people
who are working hard and never get a raise.
There are still problems in our inner cities
and isolated rural areas. There is still a new
trade agreement that we have to adopt. We
still have to have the Summit of the Americas
and try to create a whole new explosion of
economic opportunity in our backyard.
We’ve still got to pass welfare reform. We
still have to address the health care crisis.
Another million Americans lost their health
insurance this year; almost every single one
of them was a worker or the child of a work-
er. So yes, there are problems. But we are
clearly moving in the right direction.

And the alternative is about as stark as it
can be. Look at what happened in the last
week of the Congress. You all know what the
filibuster is; if a bill gets filibustered it means
it takes 60 Senators instead of 51 to pass it.
In the 1800’s, we had an average of one fili-
buster every 6 years. In the 1900’s, we’ve had
an average of one filibuster a year. In the
last days of the Congress, there were four
filibusters on four different issues on one day.
Why?

They filibustered the Superfund bill to
clean up the waste dumps of the country.
You know, it’s the only bill I ever saw that
everybody was for. The chemical companies
were for it, the labor unions that worked for
them were for it, and the Sierra Club was
for it. I thought there must have been some-
thing wrong with it; everybody was for it. The
only people in America who were against it
were the Republican Senators. Why? Be-
cause they would have rather denied a Dem-
ocrat the opportunity to say from a platform
like this, ‘‘I helped to clean up toxic waste
dumps,’’ even if they had to leave the poison
in the ground. Nobody else was against it.

They killed campaign finance reform.
They killed lobby reform. They killed a bill

they’ve been crowing about for years, saying
they wanted it, that would have required
Congress to live under the same laws that
Congress imposes on private employers. I al-
ways thought that would be a great thing for
Congress to pass. And if ever there was a
bill that every Republican ought to hallelujah
to, that was it. But they killed it. Why? Be-
cause they didn’t want anybody else to say
they had a role in that.

Now you have to decide not just where
the check goes but what you feel in your
heart about what you want for your country.
I’m telling you, it’s time to turn the lights
on in this country. We’ve got to get people
out of this idea that everything’s going wrong
and things are bad. The economy’s coming
back; we’re assaulting our problems; we’re
moving into the future with confidence. The
only thing that can derail us is rewarding the
kind of misbehavior we saw in the last week
of this session of Congress, and we have to
stand up to it. And you have to decide.

What about their contract with America?
Have you seen it? It’s a trillion dollars in
promises: ‘‘We’re going to balance the budg-
et and increase defense and revitalize Star
Wars.’’ And when you say, ‘‘How are you
going to pay for it?’’ they say, ‘‘We’ll tell you
after the election.’’ It’s just like what they
did before, a trillion dollars worth of prom-
ises. How will it be paid for? You know how
it will: exploding the deficit, sending our jobs
overseas, cutting Medicare, not funding
those police officers you need here to fight
crime and drugs and gangs. That’s what will
happen. And we’ll have this economy in a
ditch again just like they did last time if you
ratify the contract, not those of you in this
room but everybody you know in this coun-
try. This contract on America is nothing more
than the second verse of trickle-down eco-
nomics. We tried it; we saw it; it did not
work.

So the choice is clear: Are we going for-
ward, or are we going to go back? Are we
going to give in to all this sort of naysaying
and negativism and all the things they say?
You know, they talk about how liberal and
out of step the administration is. If you had
a Republican administration that cut the def-
icit, presided over an expansion that pro-
duced 4.6 million new jobs, got tough on law
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and order, and began to clean up some of
this country’s most serious problems, they
would be asking you to canonize them,
wouldn’t they? I don’t want you to canonize
me. I just want you to vote for good people
for Congress so we can keep going forward
and facing our problems and moving into the
future.

You know, this is a very exciting time to
be alive. Look at what happened in Haiti
today. Look at the progress we’re making in
the Middle East, even in the face of the ter-
rible murder of that young Israeli soldier.
Look at the progress in Northern Ireland.
Look at the progress in South Africa. Look
at the fact that all these heads of democrat-
ically elected nations are coming here to
south Florida to the Summit of the Americas
and they want to build a new future with
us. This is a wonderful time to be alive and
to be seizing this incredible array of opportu-
nities.

And what we have to do is just simply to
say in the next month, we have thought about
this, we have seen it. We have a path to the
future that is working and a ticket to the past
that didn’t work the first time. We will take
what works and say no thank you to people
who want to play on our fears, divide us
against one another. While the Democrats
are seeking to empower people in the new
direction we are seeking, they just want to
grab power. We’re going to say, ‘‘No thank
you, let’s build tomorrow and make it better
than today.’’

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

I want you to clap one more time for Bob
Graham. This is a plaque which recognizes
the fact that he has done a much better job
than anybody who ever held this job before
him. And you’ve already heard that this is
the first time we’ve ever been able to give
the maximum contribution to 19 of our Sen-
ate Democratic candidates. And it’s because,
like everything else he ever did, Bob Graham
got the job done. Thank you very much. [Ap-
plause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Hugh and Carol Westbrook and senato-
rial candidate Hugh Rodham.

Remarks on the Return of the United
States Delegation to Haiti

October 16, 1994

Good afternoon. Secretary Christopher,
Mr. Gray, distinguished members of Con-
gress, and members of the delegation who
went to Haiti. Let me welcome you back to
the United States from your historic trip. We
are here today to continue this remarkable
celebration of freedom over fear that all of
you witnessed yesterday in Port-au-Prince
and here to look ahead to the hard work the
people of Haiti now have to do in order to
rebuild their nation.

But first let me say a few words about the
situation this morning in the Persian Gulf.
I was pleased that the United Nations Secu-
rity Council yesterday passed a very strong
resolution and unanimously condemned the
recent provocative actions by Iraq near its
border with Kuwait. The Security Council
resolution makes clear that the international
community will not allow Iraq to threaten
its neighbors or to intimidate the United Na-
tions as it ensures that Iraq does not again
possess weapons of mass destruction.

The message is clear: Iraq must complete
its withdrawal. It must not threaten its neigh-
bors in the future. It must comply with all
relevant Security Council resolutions. The
troops, ships, and attack aircraft I have or-
dered to the Gulf area will continue to re-
main there until the crisis passes.

As our troops in the Gulf are helping to
enforce the will of the international commu-
nity, our young men and women in uniform
in Haiti are doing so as well. And as all of
you saw yesterday, they’re doing so in a bril-
liant fashion. When we sent our Armed
Forces to Haiti just 4 weeks ago, their mis-
sion was to pave the way for President
Aristide’s return. Yesterday that mission was
completed, as the President returned home
in joyous atmosphere that we all watched so
happily from here. Now Haiti is a nation
where violence is down and the Parliament
is back, a nation where men and women free-
ly chosen by the Haitian people are once
again leading their country, where a long
night of fear is giving way to a new day of
promise.
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A few moments ago, I was briefed by Sec-
retary Christopher and Bill Gray on yester-
day’s events. I asked a lot of questions about
what happened and what would happen in
the future. But let me just say, yesterday I
was moved—as I know all of you were, even
more moved being there on the ground—
by the incredible sight of President Aristide
addressing the people from the Presidential
Palace and saying again and again: ‘‘No to
violence. No to retribution. Yes to peace. Yes
to reconciliation.’’

We know there is a long road ahead, that
dangers still remain. Now that the demo-
cratic government has been restored, it must
be nourished, and the country must be re-
built. Many nations around the world are al-
ready pledging to do their part, starting with
a $550 million reconstruction and recovery
fund to provide humanitarian relief, develop-
ment assistance, and support for democratic
institutions. The United States will work with
these countries, with the international finan-
cial institutions, with private organizations,
all together, over the next several months to
make sure this work succeeds.

In the end, of course, only the people of
Haiti can rebuild their country. They have
waited a long time for the chance to do so.
Now, thanks to the efforts of the men and
women of our Armed Forces, those of our
coalition partners, and the supporters of free-
dom, they are being given the chance to do
it.

Several of you have commented on the
freshly painted signs you noticed in Port-au-
Prince. I understand that the most popular
one had three words: ‘‘Thank you, America.’’
So let me conclude by saying a few thank-
yous. Thank you to all of you who worked
so long and hard to help to put Haiti back
on the track to democracy. As he ends his
mission, let me say a special word of thanks
to Bill Gray, who at a critical time brought
energy, focus, credibility, and great skill to
this task. Thank you, sir. Thank you to the
men and women of our Armed Forces and
their families, from General Shelton to every
last enlisted man and woman who are there.
All of them are the power behind our diplo-
macy. Thank you to the nations from our
hemisphere who have worked with us and
those beyond our hemisphere who have

worked with us on this project. Thank you
to the people of our country who time and
again have been willing to stand up for others
because it is the right thing to do. And finally,
thank you to President Aristide and the free-
dom-loving people of Haiti who never gave
in to despair and who today stand in the
warm, bright sunshine of freedom. Thank
you all.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. at the
North Portico of the West Wing at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Special Ad-
viser on Haiti William H. Gray III.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on the Israel-Jordan Peace
Treaty at Andrews Air Force Base,
Maryland
October 17, 1994

The President. I’m delighted by the an-
nouncement from Amman today that King
Hussein and Prime Minister Rabin have
reached agreement on the text of an Israel-
Jordan peace treaty. These two visionary
leaders today resolved that their nations
should henceforth live in peace and as good
neighbors.

This was an extraordinary achievement; it
must be welcomed by the friends of peace
all around the world. At a time when hatred
and extremism and threatening behaviors
still stalk the Middle East, this agreement re-
minds us that moderation and reason are pre-
vailing, that nations can put conflict behind
them, that courageous statesmen can lead
their people to peace.

On behalf of the United States and all the
American people, I congratulate Prime Min-
ister Rabin and King Hussein and, even
more, the people of Israel and the people
of Jordan. Together they are embarking on
a journey, a journey of peace that will bring
a bright future for generations to come. The
United States has stood by them and worked
with them, and we will stand by them every
step of the way.

Thank you very much.
Q. Are you going to the Middle East, sir,

if a peace treaty is signed there?
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The President. I have nothing to say
about that yet.

Q. Does it sound good for—Syria, the talks
in Syria?

The President. I think it is very good.
We’re continuing to work there, and we’re
encouraged. We just have to keep working.
We have to keep working until it’s all done.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m., prior to
his departure for Albuquerque, NM.

Remarks to the International
Association of Chiefs of Police in
Albuquerque, New Mexico
October 17, 1994

Thank you very much. Chief Daughtry,
Chief Whetzel, ladies and gentlemen of the
IACP, I am honored to be here. I love the
jacket, and I love what it stands for. I thank
you more than I can say for your help and
support in passing the Brady bill and the
crime bill.

I’d like to acknowledge in this audience
today the presence of some very important
people here in the State of New Mexico and
throughout our Nation. First of all, behind
me, the Governor of the State of New Mex-
ico, Governor Bruce King. Bruce and I are
two of the only three people serving in Amer-
ica who were Governors in the seventies, the
eighties, and the nineties. I don’t know what
that means anymore. [Laughter] I can barely
remember them.

I’m delighted to be here with the two Sen-
ators from the State of New Mexico, Senator
Domenici and Senator Bingaman who are
out here. Congressman Steve Schiff, the
Congressman from this district, is here.
Thank you, sir. My good friend Congressman
Bill Richardson, who was very active in pass-
ing the crime bill—where’s Congressman
Richardson? He’s here somewhere. Thank
you. And of course, the mayor, Mayor Marty
Chavez, who is one of my jogging partners,
is here. [Laughter]

I want to also say that, you know, I think
I have more administration members who
have been active in this outfit than previous
Presidents. [Laughter] Your ex-president
Lee Brown is now our Drug Czar. Your ex-

vice president Tom Constantine is now our
DEA Administrator. And I thank you for
that. The head of the U.S. Marshals Service,
Eduardo Gonzalez, was Tampa Bay chief and
once active in this organization. So I feel at
home here.

I think our FBI Director is here. I want
to tell a story on him. Is Louis Freeh here
somewhere? Tomorrow? He’s coming to-
morrow? It’s the first time I’ve been ahead
of him in a long time. [Laughter]

I want to tell you a story about the—since
this is an international organization, one of
the things that I have really tried to do as
President is to build international coopera-
tion in law enforcement. It’s important in
dealing with drugs. It’s important in dealing
with terrorism. It’s important in dealing with
organized crime.

Lee Brown and Tom Constantine, both of
them, as you know, have major responsibil-
ities that go beyond our Nation’s borders, as
you would expect, in dealing with the drug
problems. But the FBI Director, Mr. Freeh,
also took a very popular trip to Europe and
to Russia not very long ago, and slightly after
that when I was following him, instead of
the other way around, I went to Riga, Latvia,
to celebrate the withdrawal of Russian forces
from Eastern Europe for the first time since
World War II and from the Baltic States. And
we had this meeting with the heads of the
government of Estonia, Lithuania, and Lat-
via. And so help me, the first thing the Presi-
dent of Latvia said is, ‘‘Can we have an FBI
office in Riga?’’ [Laughter]

Now, it’s funny, and it’s flattering, but it’s
also serious. Why? Because as these coun-
tries convert from totalitarian societies to
free societies, as they become much more
open, they become much more vulnerable
to organized crime because they haven’t de-
veloped their banking system and their trad-
ing rules and their business rules. And that
relates to whether they, themselves, then be-
come more vulnerable to drug trafficking and
to terrorism and to trafficking in weapons of
mass destruction or stolen nuclear materials
or any of that sort of thing. So I say to you,
I’ll make you a prediction: For the next 10
years when you meet, more and more and
more, your concentration will have to be on
the international aspects of the crime prob-
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lem which affects what you do on the streets
in your cities and towns throughout the
United States.

I’d like to talk a little today about the crime
bill and what it means against the back-
ground of the crime problem in America.
And the state of play, as you know, is very
troubling, because the good news is that in
many of our cities the crime rate is actually
going down. The mayor of Odessa, Texas was
in town the other day when we handed out
the first wave of grants, police grants, under
the new crime bill, only 2 weeks after the
bill was signed. And she said they’d had a
drop in the crime rate in excess of 15 percent
for 3 years running because of community
policing, because of what law enforcement
officers have done. The mayor of Houston
was reelected with 91 percent of the vote
after they had over a 20 percent drop in
crime in only one year there. This is happen-
ing in many cities and towns throughout the
country.

On the other hand, we know that a lot of
small towns and suburban areas have rising
crime because as cities clamp down on crime,
a lot of times the criminals just move their
base of operation, and they’re not as well
equipped to deal with it. We also know that
even as overall crime rates drop, the rate of
random violence among young people, peo-
ple under the age of 18, is going up dramati-
cally in sickening ways that we have all seen
again in recent days.

The point I want to make about all this
is that this is a manifestation of trends that
have been developing in our country for
quite a long while now. We have had really
30 years, a whole generation and more, of
these trends that have been developing in
a lot of the high-crime areas in America: the
breakdown of families and community orga-
nizations and neighborhood organizations;
the loss of economic opportunity, creating
huge social vacuums into which have moved
gangs and guns and drugs and crime and vio-
lence.

I wanted this crime bill to pass very badly
because I believed that the National Govern-
ment had a responsibility to help you deal
with it. But we have to look at what we can
do together within the crime bill and then
what we have to do beyond the crime bill,

because we’re going to have to change this
country from the grassroots up. We’re going
to have to change the culture that a lot of
these kids live in. And you can do it, I can
do it, parents can do it, but we’re all going
to have to do it. And there is clearly some-
thing for everybody to do.

The first job I ever had as an elected offi-
cial was as attorney general of my State. And
I began to work with law enforcement on
a regular basis. Then I was Governor for a
dozen years, the years when crime was ex-
ploding in America. I built prison cells. I de-
vised work programs. I put in education pro-
grams and drug education programs and boot
camps for first offenders. I enforced the cap-
ital punishment laws and tried to find ways
to rehabilitate people who were getting out.
I went to funerals of police officers who were
friends and family members of friends of
mine who died in the line of duty.

Dealing with all this has made an indelible
impression on me. And when I became Presi-
dent, I guess I had in that sense more per-
sonal experience with the human cost and
the human side of crime and law enforce-
ment than a lot of people who have had this
job. I was determined to bring an end to 6
years of political debate in Washington and
to pass the Brady bill, which had been there
for 7 years, to pass a crime bill, which had
been debated for 6 years, because I knew
that we had some things that we had to do.
I am doing my best where I live and where
I work to get this country together and to
move our country forward again.

I think my mission as President is to keep
the American dream alive and to help make
sure Americans can compete and win as we
move into this exciting 21st century by mak-
ing Government work for ordinary people
and by bringing this economy back, by mak-
ing us more secure and more prosperous in
our relations with the rest of the world. After
21 months, I can tell you I think that we’ve
made a good start. America’s in better shape
than it was 2 years ago. We’ve got more jobs,
low inflation, a much lower deficit. Over 70
percent of the new jobs coming into our
economy this year, according to a report just
published today, are higher wage jobs. We’re
moving away from the time when all of our
new jobs were low-wage jobs.
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We’ve got a smaller Federal Government,
by more than 70,000 already, that’s doing
more for ordinary citizens. The Congress just
passed and I signed a procurement bill which
changes the way we spend your money when
we buy things, and it’ll put an end to the
$500 hammers and the $50 ashtrays. The
Vice President kind of has mixed feelings
about that. He’ll never get to go on David
Letterman again now because of that, but
it was the right thing to do. [Laughter]

Russian missiles are no longer pointed at
the United States. We’ve got big increases
in trade that are fueling these high-wage jobs.
And now America is leading the way to peace
and security and democracy, as you’ve seen
in the last few days in the Middle East and
Northern Ireland and Eastern Europe and,
of course, in Haiti.

But all of us know, I think, that no matter
how much economic progress we made, no
matter how much progress we make in deal-
ing with trouble spots around the world,
there will be a gnawing feeling that all is not
right in America until our children feel safe
in their schools and on their streets and
Americans feel secure in their homes and at
their work.

We have to do things that will go beyond
talking, that will actually reduce the rates of
crime and violence in the United States, that
will actually make sure that more of our chil-
dren do say no to drugs and gangs and guns,
and yes to books and to boys and girls clubs
and to games. That’s what the Brady bill was
all about; that’s what the crime bill was all
about. It was the National Government’s
contribution to a national effort to really
change the way Americans are living, to
change the way they feel inside. And it is
terribly important.

I was in Detroit the other day doing an
editorial board meeting, and the Detroit
Free Press had done a program with children
in the area and had taken letters from chil-
dren. And a little girl named Porsha, 9 years
old, wrote me a letter and said, ‘‘I just want
you to make me feel safer. I don’t feel safe.’’
Many of you saw the reports that I gave when
we were debating the crime bill about that
9-year-old boy in New Orleans who wrote
me a letter saying, ‘‘Can’t you make me feel
safe?’’ And he was killed on the street in a

random shooting just a few days after he
wrote me. A 10-year-old son of a member
of my administration, a young man brought
up in a well-to-do home, goes to good schools
and lives in a beautiful neighborhood, wrote
me a wonderful letter the day after the crime
bill passed, a 10-year-old boy saying, ‘‘I know
you think that I wouldn’t be afraid of this,
but every time my friends and I go downtown
to a movie, I am afraid I will be shot before
I get home. And I feel so much better now
that this crime bill has passed.’’

These are the voices of the children of
America, across racial and income and re-
gional lines, telling us that we have to do
better. That is what this is about. Well, we
are doing better, but there’s more to be done.

The Brady bill has made a difference; all
of you know it. There are thousands of peo-
ple who have already been denied weapons
who were not entitled to them, who had a
criminal background, who would have gotten
them if it hadn’t been for the Brady bill.

And the crime bill will make a difference.
We have evidence of that. Before the crime
bill passed last year, I asked Congress to
make a downpayment on our commitment
to put 100,000 more police officers on the
street, and the Congress funded another
2,000 police officers. Last week when we
gave out the first police grants under the
crime bill, Chief David Massey from Ocean
City, Maryland, came with the police officers
he’d hired under the first grant. One of them
was an ex-linebacker at the University of
Maryland, the sort of person that you just
see and you want to ask permission. [Laugh-
ter] This young man was in a community po-
licing program riding a bicycle in Ocean City.
And very soon after he went to work, he
caught a serial rapist, he did, as a community
police officer. Now, all the victims that will
never be preyed upon by that rapist will
never know what they owe to that one young
man who is a community police officer. And
now we’re going to be able to multiply that
by 100,000 in every State in this country.

Something else I think that really needs
to be pounded home over and over again is
that this crime bill was fashioned largely by
law enforcement officers. From the punish-
ment programs to the policing programs to
the prevention programs, it was the law en-
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forcement officers who shaped what was in
it. You said we ought to have ‘‘three strikes
and you’re out’’ because there were some
violent criminals who kept getting paroled
because they were lucky enough not to have
severe consequences to the victims of their
crime. But what they tried to do was terrible.
That’s what the purpose of ‘‘three strikes and
you’re out’’ was.

You said that too many people were get-
ting out too quick because there wasn’t
enough prison space, so there’s provision for
100,000 more prison cells in this bill. Never
been done before the Federal Government
had never before helped to build prison
space for States. You said that we ought to
have capital punishment if someone kills a
police officer, and it’s in the bill. You said
it ought to be against the law for a minor
to carry a handgun except when supervised
by an adult; it’s in the bill. You said we should
do more for victims of crime. You said we
should make a serious assault on the prob-
lems faced by women and children, the prob-
lems of domestic violence and neighborhood
violence. You said we should do more to
make schools safer. You said we should do
more to give our kids some prevention pro-
grams, some things they could say yes to,
places to go, things to do, good things to do,
maybe most important, good people to look
up to when they can’t find that at home.

When the NRA tried to take the assault
weapons ban out of the crime bill, you stood
firmly in favor of leaving it in, not because
you were against the rights of hunters and
sportsmen but because you knew that there
were 650 weapons in the bill specifically pro-
tected from any Government interference.
And to those of you who come from
smalltown and rural areas, you can go home
and tell your sportsmen that we are not going
to allow the Federal Government to interfere
with the legitimate interests of hunters and
sportsmen, but we do not support leaving
weapons in the hands of kids thats only pur-
pose is to kill as many people as quickly as
they can.

And you said that we ought to have
100,000 more police. Indeed, we probably
ought to have more, but that’s all we could
figure out how to pay for. For the American
now, that’s a number that doesn’t mean a

lot. That’s why last week was so important,
when we had 400 communities coming up
and little towns getting one police officer and
bigger places getting 25 or 30, because peo-
ple began to visualize what that means. There
are 550,000 police officers in this country.
If you add 100,000 and they all go into beat
work, if they actually go into working to pre-
vent crime and to catch criminals, it’ll be
about a 20 percent increase in the presence
of police on the street. It will work. It will
work. We’ve had only a 10 percent increase
in police officers in the last 30 years, while
we’ve had a 300 percent increase in violent
crime. This was a critical component of the
crime bill.

And today I want to announce two impor-
tant steps to get those officers on the streets
as quickly as possible. And you will have the
release from the Justice Department here
today supporting that.

First of all, we’re going to make it possible
for cities with at least 50,000 people to begin
hiring officers immediately, by setting aside
some money even before the grants are
awarded so that you can know what you’re
going to get and you can start hiring and
training now. And the grants will be there
when you put the people on the payroll full-
time.

Secondly, for cities and towns of fewer
than 50,000 people who don’t have a lot of
people in clerical departments to help you
deal with the Federal Government, we’re
going to do for you what we did for small
business people applying for SBA loans.
We’re going to give you a one-page applica-
tion with about eight questions on it, and you
can start filling them out right now, so that
nothing will come between America and the
new police officers.

I’d like to end today by asking you to re-
flect on three things. One is a tribute to how
the Congress funded this bill. This is a big
bill. It was funded not by raising taxes, not
by increasing the deficit but by reducing the
size of the Federal Government by 270,000
over 6 years, and giving all the money back
to local communities to fight crime. That’s
how it was funded.

I consider that to be a solemn trust with
America that we must not breach. And you
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will have to work every year for the next 6
years to make sure that we keep that trust.

The second point I want to make is that
for most of its life this crime bill enjoyed
broad bipartisan support, which dissipated at
the end of the debate, as all of you know.
It became a political football, first, because
there were some who were honestly willing
to sacrifice everything in the crime bill to
beat the assault weapons ban—to give up the
police, to give up the prison cells, to give
up the capital punishment provisions, to give
up the prevention programs, to give up the
violence against women section, to give up
the victims against crime section, to give it
all up. Second, there were some who just
thought it was important to kill the bill for
political reasons.

That’s all in the past now. It passed. What
I want to say to you is, we have got to make
this crime bill work, every provision of it
work. We have got to demonstrate to our
people that the money is being well-spent.
And we have to find a way to reach out at
the grassroots level across political lines. We
have to stop this. We can’t tell the American
people they’ve got to change their behavior
to change this country if crime is a partisan
political issue. The victims of crime are Re-
publicans, Democrats, and independents.
The people who put on uniforms every day
are Democrats, Republicans, and independ-
ents. This is about America and our future.
We must never again permit crime to be divi-
sive in a partisan political way. And you can
stop it, and I want you to do it.

And I have to tell you, the only thing that
I really worry about now in that regard is
that in this election season, there are many
who are campaigning on a contract with
America which costs a trillion dollars, to bal-
ance the budget, to increase defense, to revi-
talize Star Wars, to give huge tax cuts. And
there is no clear notion of how this is going
to be paid for. But the only option to pay
for it is the way it was paid for before, higher
deficits and cuts in everything else from
Medicare to veterans benefits to this crime
bill.

So I ask you: Start today. Say, ‘‘We’ve
fought too hard for this bill. We won it fair
and square. Let’s not take it away indirectly
by adopting a commitment to a budgetary

process that will make it utterly impossible
to fund the crime bill.’’ The lives and the
future of the American people, and especially
our children, are too important. This must
not become a political football. The bill is
long. The trust is there. We must fund this
crime bill. We cannot back away, and you
must see that it is done.

The third thing I want to say, and probably
way the most important thing, is that we have
now done a major thing with this crime bill,
and you will do major things with it. But the
people of this country have a job to do here,
too. We’re not here giving things out to the
American people. We’re here challenging the
American people to take their streets and
their schools and their neighborhoods and,
indeed, their homes back. And if all of us
go out here and say the right things and do
the right things and we get no help from the
rest of America, we’ll be back here next year
and the year after and the year after that,
bemoaning the same problems. And you
know that as well as I do.

You now have the tools to deal with this
problem. But you’ve got a whole country out
there full of people who have to help. Parents
have to recognize that the real war on crime
begins at home. If the first responsibility of
Government is to provide law and order, the
first responsibility of parents is to teach right
from wrong.

We’ve got to have more folks turning off
the TV and knowing where their kids are and
spending time reading and doing homework
and accepting personal responsibility. And
we’ve got to have more folks helping them,
like those wonderful police officers in the
D.A.R.E. programs all across America. Kids
are going to look up to somebody, and it’s
up to the adults in this country to decide
who they’re going to look up to.

What do you think about those two kids,
10 and 11 years old, in Chicago that threw
that 5-year-old boy out the window? A 5-
year-old kid, who knew right from wrong, lost
his life at the age of 5 because he wouldn’t
steal candy, because he knew right from
wrong. And his brother, only 3 years older,
knew right from wrong and he wouldn’t steal
candy either, trying desperately to save his
little brother’s life. Who did the other two
kids look up to? Who did they come in con-
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tact with who could have taught them right
from wrong and didn’t? Who did they come
in contact with who taught them wrong?
What about that little kid that was set on
fire, burned over 85 percent of his body, 3
years old, not even big enough to do anything
wrong? Who taught those children right from
wrong?

You know, we see all these stories of these
kids doing these things, and then we see that
they apparently feel no remorse. At that age
in their development, it is a question of
where they got the message. Where did it
occur to them to hang somebody out of a
window in a highrise? How do they learn to
pick up a gun? Where do they know that
a fast buck today is better than 10 years or
12 years or 16 years of hard work and school
to make something of yourself.

These kids are looking up to somebody.
Who are they going to look up to? How are
they going to learn this? We can hire 5 mil-
lion police officers, and if we keep losing the
battle for what these kids think is right and
wrong, we’re going to be in a lot of trouble.

I know we grownups sometimes—we’re
too negative sometimes; we’re too cynical
sometimes. A good Catholic friend of mine
and I the other day were having a theological
discussion, and he said, ‘‘You can never get
discouraged, Bill, because the only truly un-
forgivable sin is despair.’’ That’s why I preach
hope all the time.

I am telling you, this country is coming
back economically. This country has re-
sources and character and richness and diver-
sity that will open unparalleled opportunities
to us in the 21st century. This is a good coun-
try.

When the delegation came back from
Haiti yesterday, they said that all the Haitian
people had these little signs in Creole, paint-
ed, and the most popular one said simply,
‘‘Thank you, America.’’ They looked at those
young men and women we sent down there
in uniform, and just by walking around, these
young people, our kids, they make a state-
ment about what’s right and what’s wrong,
what’s good and what’s bad, what kind of a
person it’s worth being, just by being there
and being who they are. And it is thrilling
to other people to see the best of this coun-
try.

And we need not be worried about that
if we just roll up our sleeves and face our
challenges and go on. But what we must be
worried about is wave upon wave upon wave
of these little children who don’t have some-
body both good and strong to look up to,
who are so vulnerable that their hearts can
be turned to stone by the time they’re 10
or 11 years old. And when there is a good
one, a 5-year-old kid in difficult cir-
cumstances, blooming like a flower in the
desert, knowing that it’s wrong to steal candy,
he actually has his life at risk.

That’s why all of you wanted these preven-
tion programs. But I am telling you, you’ve
got to go home, and you’ve got to say, ‘‘Okay,
I’ll wear my D.A.R.E. uniform, I’ll do my
part, but every last citizen in this country has
got to do more than look at you and demand
that you do something about crime. We have
got to teach our children and lift them up.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. In his remarks,
he referred to Sylvester Daughtry and John T.
Whetzel, past president and incoming president
of the association.

Remarks on the Israel-Jordan Peace
Treaty in Albuquerque
October 17, 1994

I am delighted that Israel and Jordan have
reached agreement on the text of their peace
treaty. Earlier today, I spoke with King Hus-
sein and Prime Minister Rabin. I congratu-
lated them on their historic achievement and
on their courage and persistence in getting
there. I assured them that the United States
will continue to stand with them in the days
ahead and to support this peace process as
we have all along.

These leaders have decided that from now
they will live in peace as neighbors. They
have decided that they want to be friends.
And their friendship and their peace is clear-
ly welcomed by the friends of peace through-
out the world. At a time when hatred and
extremism and threatening behavior still stalk
the Middle East, this is a clear signal that
there can be a different future. This agree-
ment reminds us that moderation and reason
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can and will prevail in the Middle East, that
nations can put conflict behind them, that
statesmen can lead people to peace.

On behalf of the American people, I want
to say a profound word of thanks and con-
gratulations to both King Hussein and Prime
Minister Rabin, and especially to the people
of Israel and the people of Jordan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m. at the
Albuquerque Convention Center. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Interview With Mark Riley and
Laura Blackburne of WLIB Radio,
New York City
October 18, 1994

Mr. Riley. Mr. President, good morning.
The President. Good morning. How are

you?
Mr. Riley. Fine, thank you.
Ms. Blackburne. Good morning, Mr.

President.
Mr. Riley. Thank you so much for being

with us.
The President. I’m glad to do it. It’s nice

to hear your voice.

President’s Visit
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, you’re coming

here to New York tomorrow to speak to
issues pertaining directly to the economy at
a session that was called by Governor Mario
Cuomo. Tell us a bit about this particular
event.

The President. Well, I was invited by the
Governor to speak there on the Governor’s
Leadership Conference on the Future of the
Economy, and I wanted to come and talk
about what we have done so far in the first
2 years of our administration to try to help
bring back the national economy and the
New York economy.

The unemployment rate in New York has
dropped 2 percentage points since I’ve been
President. New businesses are up; the busi-
ness failure rate is down about 20 percent.
We’re moving forward. But there are still
some significant challenges for the New York
economy. There are still people who want
jobs who don’t have them. There are people

who are stuck in jobs who aren’t getting
raises. There are still large numbers of peo-
ple without health insurance. There are still
some barriers to investment in inner cities
and in some of your rural areas, too.

So what I want to do is talk about the part-
nership that I see unfolding in the next cou-
ple of years, how New York can make the
most of the enterprise zone concept that I’m
pushing, how New York can make the most
of the community development banks that
we just created to make loans to low income
people in inner cities to start their own busi-
nesses and to get investment flowing. I just
want to talk about how we can bring this
economy back even more and how the peo-
ple who haven’t been touched by the recov-
ery can be helped.

Community Development and Job
Creation

Ms. Blackburne. Mr. President, I wanted
to ask you, many of the people that are in
the WLIB listening area are very much af-
fected by the fact that jobs are not available
to them. We have people involved in their
own entrepreneurial efforts who are being
frustrated. Part of it is seen as an unwilling-
ness on the part of the Republican adminis-
tration to target jobs to people in the African-
American community. How would your part-
nership address that?

The President. It would do that in several
ways. First of all, we’re trying to make the
African-American community more acces-
sible to capital to start jobs. One real problem
we have in America is that once areas get
high unemployment rates and people leave
it, don’t invest there, it’s almost impossible
to get loans to start businesses and to begin
them. Floyd Flake, a Congressman from
Queens, has been particularly active in work-
ing to help to set up a new network of devel-
opment banks around the country so that we
can get money, capital, into these areas to
start businesses.

If you look at the opportunities for eco-
nomic growth within America, inner-city
areas and rural areas, especially those that
are heavily minority populated are a great op-
portunity for economic growth, because un-
employment is high and the potential for
consumer demand to grow is enormous. So
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the first thing we’ve got to do is to get some
money in there.

The second thing we have to do is to try
to increase direct investment in the form of
infrastructure projects, community develop-
ment projects. And one of the things that
came out of the crime bill, for example, was
a real commitment to try to put people to
work at the grassroots level in neighbor-
hoods, solving the problems of the neighbor-
hoods there. And that will become a short-
term boost in a lot of our cities throughout
the country.

Over the long run, what we’ve got to do
is get investment there. And the last thing
I want to point out is that we really worked
hard to increase the capacity of people in
the inner cities to get the training they need
to take the jobs that are opening up. Like
New York, for example, has gained about
102,000 jobs in the private sector since I’ve
been President. In the previous 4 years, New
York lost 500,000 jobs. So there will still be
a lot of people who once had jobs who don’t
now—that’s 300,000 different—but it shows
you we’re coming back. What we’ve got to
do is keep the jobs coming back and also
make sure people who are unemployed can
get those jobs.

Welfare Reform
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, I wanted to ask

you about one initiative that you put forward
this year, and that’s specifically welfare re-
form. There are a number of poor people
and single mothers in our listening audience
who feel demonized when the subject of wel-
fare reform comes up, because it appears as
though they are being stereotyped in terms
of not wanting to work, not wanting to find
a job, et cetera, when it has been the experi-
ence of many people in our community that
this is not the case, that many people on pub-
lic assistance want desperately to find jobs.
Tell us how your welfare reform program
would speak to this seeming demonization
of single mothers and the poor.

The President. Well, first of all, let me
say I agree with what you just said. One of
the things that I try to say every time I men-
tion this issue is that the people who most
want relief from welfare dependency are the
people who are on welfare. I have spent

probably more time with people who are ac-
tually on public assistance rolls—who are
mostly, as you know, young women and their
children—than any President ever has, be-
cause I served several years as a Governor
and I did a lot of work on welfare reform.

What our program would do is to, first of
all, try to do more to empower people to
move from welfare to work through adequate
education and training and health care and
child care for the children of welfare recipi-
ents, so they can facilitate their move into
the workplace.

We also have lowered taxes on workers
with children who work full-time for very
modest wages so they won’t be falling back
into poverty, there won’t be an incentive to
go back on welfare if they get a job.

Now, the trick is going to be how to create
enough jobs for people to get them. That is,
once you train people for work and once you
say that after 2 years they have to go to work
if they’re not, then there have to be jobs
there available. And there are only two op-
tions: You either have to have some sort of
incentive for the private sector to hire more
people, or people have to go to work in pub-
lic jobs, community service jobs. And we’re
working on both. I just approved—I’ve ap-
proved 18 experiments in 18 separate States
to try things to put people from welfare to
work. And the State of Oregon has just gotten
permission from our administration to actu-
ally give welfare checks to private employers
as a supplement, and then the employer puts
in some pay over and above that. And the
idea is that the private work force will grow
a lot more because of this extra incentive,
and the welfare recipient will get more
money than would have been the case just
drawing the welfare check by going to work.

So we’re doing a lot of things in an experi-
mental way right now to try to make sure
we have the jobs there, because I am con-
vinced that almost all people on welfare,
given the proper training and knowing that
their children won’t lose their health care
coverage, will gladly choose work over wel-
fare.

President’s Vision
Ms. Blackburne. I agree with that, Mr.

President. I wanted to ask another question,
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a little broader, moving away directly from
the economy for a moment. You’ve been
pretty much beat up and brutalized as the
President. And many of the great things that
you have done and wanted to do have been
sort of made to appear frivolous and silly.
What is it that you do, personally, your vision
of how you see your Presidency going? How
do you keep your dream alive?

The President. That’s one of the best
questions anybody’s ever asked me. Well,
first of all, I work on it a lot personally. I
mean, I begin each day and I end each day
talking with my wife about where we are and
where we’re going. I pray a lot. And I try
to remember every day I’m here that there
are real people out there I’m trying to help
and that there may be times when a lot of
Americans don’t even know what I’ve done
or tried to do because of the incredible con-
tentious atmosphere in which public life is
conducted today.

But I just try to keep my eyes on my vision
for this country. I want to keep the American
dream alive for every American. I want us
to go into the next century with everybody
being able to compete and win in this global
economy. I want it to be a more peaceful
world.

And I know that the economy is in better
shape, that we’re doing things for ordinary
Americans, like family leave and immunizing
children and trying to get investments into
poor areas. I know that this country is a safer
and more secure place because Russian mis-
siles aren’t pointed at us, and we’re making
peace in Haiti, the Middle East, Northern
Ireland.

I know that we’re moving in the right di-
rection, and I just have to keep that flame
alive inside me. I tell our staff all the time,
when things get really rough around here be-
cause of the politics, that it’s not important
every day what ordinary Americans think
about us, but it is important what we think
about ordinary Americans every day and that
we just keep our vision alive, and I work on
it.

But you asked a good question, and it’s
harder some days than others, but I find that
if I really follow a disciplined effort to just
work at the task every day and to remember
the people, the real Americans that are out

there I’m trying to help, every day is still a
joy to go to work.

Ms. Blackburne. That’s great.

Democratic Party Support
Mr. Riley. Mr. President, there seems to

be a perception afoot among many in the
country that the Republican Party seems to
be more organized around its agenda than
the Democrats are around theirs. Many of
your initiatives, including a jobs bill that
would have brought some money to New
York, were scuttled in some measure or to
some extent by members of your own party.
Why is that? Why does it appear to most
Americans that the Republicans are orga-
nized, they know what they want, but the
Democrats don’t?

The President. Well, part of it is what
they want to do. Sam Rayburn said, ‘‘Any
jackass can kick down a barn. It takes a car-
penter to build one.’’ [Laughter] So it’s a lot
easier to kick down the barn, you know. They
all voted against my economic program, for
example, which brought the deficit down and
brought the economy back and provided col-
lege loans to 20 million people and Head
Start positions to 200,000 more kids and im-
munizations to all the children in this country
under the age of 2. I mean, they all voted
against it. They just lined up like robots and
said no.

So they, at the end of this session of Con-
gress, they killed campaign finance reform
and political lobby reform and some impor-
tant environmental measures to clean up
toxic waste dumps, for example. They just
killed them all because they didn’t want any-
body to be able to say that they’d done these
things. So it’s easier to say no than to say
yes. You can always find a reason to say no,
particularly if you think it’s politically advan-
tageous.

Now, the Democrats, on the other hand,
if you go back 50 years, the Democratic Party
has always been, particularly in the Congress,
much more diverse. You know, we have very
liberal Democrats; we have very conservative
Democrats. We have Democrats that come
from very rural areas; we have Democrats
that come from the inner city. And when
you’re trying to put together a program to
actually do things, it’s harder to do.
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Now having said that, let me just say one
thing in defense of the Democrats in the
Congress. We haven’t gotten the figures for
this year, but last year, according to the Con-
gressional Quarterly, which is a nonpartisan
research service, the Democrats in the Con-
gress supported me more strongly than any
President since Roosevelt, except for one
brief period when President Johnson was
passing the civil rights legislation. And we
had a higher rate of success in passing bills
through Congress last year, even though the
stimulus didn’t pass, than any President ex-
cept for President Eisenhower in ’53 and
President Johnson in ’65.

So I think that the Congress has gotten
a little bit of a bum rap. If they fail to do
something, it’s news for weeks. If they do
something, it’s news for 30 minutes. So, we
actually—if you look at what we did, we
passed an economic program that reversed
trickle-down economics; we’ve passed major
expansions in global trade; we’ve done an
awful lot. I’ve mentioned a few things, family
leave, the motor voter bill, tax cuts for low
income working families. We passed the
Brady bill, and we passed the crime bill with
its ban on assault weapons and juvenile hand-
gun ownership and prevention programs and
100,000 more police for our cities, in the face
of bitter, bitter Republican opposition.

So, if you look at the overall record, we’ve
been able to do quite a bit. Do I wish we’d
done more? Yes, I do. Do I hope we’ll do
more next year? I wish—you know, we had
another million Americans lose their health
insurance this year. I want to pass health care
reform. But we’ve done quite a lot, and I
think it’s important to defend the Democrats
for hanging together as much as they have,
because they’ve had to do it in the face of
this blistering criticism and people distorting
all out of proportion their positions and what
they’ve done. So, I’d say, like Mr. Rayburn
said, it’s easier to kick down a barn than build
one. And we’re the barn builders, and we’re
going to keep trying to do it.

Haiti

Mr. Riley. Mr. President, thank you so
much for being with us on WLIB this morn-
ing. On behalf of our very large Haitian lis-

tening audience, I have to say, on a personal
note, thank you for what you did in Haiti.

The President. Well, I am elated so far.
President Aristide has done a fine job. And
our young men and women in uniform, some
of whom by the way are Haitian-Americans,
have performed superbly down there. I’m
very, very proud of them.

Looking forward to being with Governor
Cuomo tomorrow and talking about New
York’s future.

Mr. Riley. Okay.
Ms. Blackburne. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent.
The President. Thank you. Goodbye.
Mr. Riley. Thank you. I hope that you can

come by our studio one day.
The President. Thanks.
Mr. Riley. You take care.
The President. Goodbye.

NOTE: The interview began at 9:50 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Oval Of-
fice at the White House.

Remarks on the Partnership for a
New Generation of Vehicles
October 18, 1994

Thank you very much, Steve, and Bill
Hogland, Tom Denomme, Alex Trotman.
Senator Levin, Senator Riegle, welcome,
we’re glad to have you here today. I want
to thank all those who have worked on this
project: Secretary O’Leary, Administrator
Browner, Dr. Mary Good, and Jack Gibbons,
our science adviser, and the Vice President.

This is a perfect project for the Vice Presi-
dent and me to work on: all of his obsession
with the environment and technology and my
indiscriminate love of anything that has any-
thing to do with automobiles. [Laughter]

I listened to them talking about regenera-
tive brakes and fuel cells and ultra-
capacitators. You know, there wasn’t a single
one of those things on the three most impor-
tant cars in my life—[laughter]—my ’67
Mustang, my ’63 Buick Le Sabre, and my
’52 Henry J. I could fix everything on those
cars, except when the hydraulic brakes went
out on the Henry J. Then I just shifted down
into first gear and ran into the curb. [Laugh-
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ter] But I’m going to have to learn all this
all over again.

When I realized what we were asking the
auto companies and the UAW to do in devel-
oping this vehicle that would triple fuel mile-
age, it reminded me of this old Chinese prov-
erb about a businessman who goes to an ora-
cle and says he’s got a terrible problem. His
abacus counters can’t keep up with the work-
load, and he can’t afford to hire any more
of them. So the oracle says, ‘‘Well, it’s simple.
You should just have each abacus counter
grow another finger on each hand.’’ And the
businessman said, ‘‘That’s a wonderful sug-
gestion. How do I get them to do that?’’ The
oracle said, ‘‘Don’t ask me. I only make pol-
icy. It’s your job to implement it.’’ That’s the
way the Government’s been talking to the
auto industry for years. [Laughter]

But you saw these prototypes over there,
cars that weigh 1,400 pounds, 2,000 pounds,
cars that can get up to 100 miles a gallon—
not commercially viable yet, still a lot of tech-
nical problems. But people are working to-
gether and doing something remarkable.

I have to tell you, the reason I believed
this would work—basically, there were two.
One is, as Bill said or maybe it was Tom,
one of them said, ‘‘We have to do this. We
simply don’t have an option. If you look at
what’s happening to greenhouse gas emis-
sions, if you look at what’s going to happen
to automobile growth throughout the world,
we have to do it.’’ And normally when free
people with a lot of energy and intelligence
have to do something, they figure out how
to do it.

The second reason I believed it would hap-
pen is because of what the automobile indus-
try has already done in the last few years.
You know, 1994 marks the first time since
1979 when American auto companies will sell
more cars anywhere in the world than Japa-
nese cars. We are literally back to number
one in sales for the first time in 15 years.
If you look at how it’s been done, there has
been a remarkable partnership, a partnership
which we have tried to support and enhance,
and I appreciate the remarks that have been
made about that.

If the auto industry can get to the point
today, after what people were saying about
it 10 years ago—I was in Michigan just a few

days ago, and I went out to Dearborn to the
Mustang plant there. And don’t laugh, I
didn’t drive one. I was safe. They were safe.
[Laughter] But it was amazing to me, the
biggest problem that I heard in Michigan is
that too many people are working too much
overtime. Now, when you consider where the
auto industry was 10 years ago, 6 years ago,
that is what we call where I grew up, a high-
class problem. [Laughter]

And it is a tribute to the massive invest-
ment in technology, to the absolute deter-
mination by labor and management to work
together and to increase levels of productivity
to unprecedented levels, and to visionary
leadership. It didn’t happen overnight. It re-
quired a leap of faith that was dramatic. It
required these companies to continue to in-
vest, even in the years when they weren’t
making money. They did all that, and if they
did that, they can do this, especially if we
work together in the spirit of partnership.

I was thinking the other day, rebuilding
a country is not that much different than re-
building the auto industry. People have to
get together and quit fighting. They have to
agree on a common goal. You have to invest
in the fundamentals, educate and train peo-
ple, and have high standards. I feel very good
about where the country is going, and I feel
very good about where the auto industry is
going, and we just have to go there together.

If you look at what’s happened in the last
21 months, we have, as has already been said,
dramatically expanded trade in America and
dramatically increased the efforts that this
Government is making to support the Amer-
ican business community as we go into a
global economy. We brought the deficit
down, reduced the size of the Federal Gov-
ernment, kept inflation low. We have 4.6 mil-
lion new jobs now. And I’m proud to report
that in 1994, more high-wage jobs have been
created than in the previous 5 years com-
bined, and well over half the new jobs com-
ing into this economy this year have been
at above-average income levels.

So America is coming back. We can do
this. But if you think about the long-run eco-
nomic development of the country, we can
only hope to continue to grow and prosper
if we find a way to do it that is friendly to
the environment, that enhances our natural
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resources, that permits that elusive goal we
call sustainable development. This car can do
as much to achieve that goal as anything I
can think of. And therefore, it is as major
a key to our future economy, our strength
and success in the global marketplace in the
21st century, as anything else we can be
working on.

I am very, very proud of what these fine
people have done on this project after only
one year. And we’re going to keep going until
the job is done.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Steve Yokich, vice president,
United Auto Workers; Bill Hogland, vice chair-
man, General Motors Corp.; Tom Denomme, vice
chairman, Chrysler Corp.; and Alex Trotman,
chairman and CEO, Ford Motor Co.

Remarks on the Nuclear Agreement
With North Korea
October 18, 1994

Good afternoon. I am pleased that the
United States and North Korea yesterday
reached agreement on the text of a frame-
work document on North Korea’s nuclear
program. This agreement will help to achieve
a longstanding and vital American objective:
an end to the threat of nuclear proliferation
on the Korean Peninsula.

This agreement is good for the United
States, good for our allies, and good for the
safety of the entire world. It reduces the dan-
ger of the threat of nuclear spreading in the
region. It’s a crucial step toward drawing
North Korea into the global community.

I want to begin by thanking Secretary
Christopher and our chief negotiator, Am-
bassador at Large Bob Gallucci, for seeing
these negotiations through. I asked Bob if
he’d had any sleep, since he’s going to answer
all your technical questions about this agree-
ment, and he said that he had had some
sleep. So be somewhat gentle with him. After
meeting with my chief national security ad-
visers, and at their unanimous recommenda-
tion, I am instructing Ambassador Gallucci
to return to Geneva on Friday for the pur-
pose of signing an agreement.

The United States has been concerned
about the possibility that North Korea was
developing nuclear weapons since the 1980’s.
Three administrations have tried to bring this
nuclear program under international control.
There is nothing more important to our secu-
rity and to the world’s stability than prevent-
ing the spread of nuclear weapons and ballis-
tic missiles. And the United States has an
unshakeable commitment to protect our ally
and our fellow democracy, South Korea.
Thirty-eight thousand American troops sta-
tioned on the Peninsula are the guarantors
of that commitment.

Today, after 16 months of intense and dif-
ficult negotiations with North Korea, we have
completed an agreement that will make the
United States, the Korean Peninsula, and the
world safer. Under the agreement, North
Korea has agreed to freeze its existing nu-
clear program and to accept international in-
spection of all existing facilities.

This agreement represents the first step
on the road to a nuclear-free Korean Penin-
sula. It does not rely on trust. Compliance
will be certified by the International Atomic
Energy Agency. The United States and
North Korea have also agreed to ease trade
restrictions and to move toward establishing
liaison offices in each other’s capitals. These
offices will ease North Korea’s isolation.

From the start of the negotiations, we have
consulted closely with South Korea, with
Japan, and with other interested parties. We
will continue to work closely with our allies
and with the Congress as our relationship
with North Korea develops.

Throughout this administration, the fight
against the spread of nuclear weapons has
been among our most important inter-
national priorities, and we’ve made great
progress toward removing nuclear weapons
from Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and from Belarus.
Nuclear weapons in Russia are no longer tar-
geted on our citizens.

Today, all Americans should know that as
a result of this achievement on Korea, our
Nation will be safer and the future of our
people more secure.

Now I’d like to ask Ambassador Gallucci
to come up and make a statement and answer
your questions.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on Flooding in Texas
October 18, 1994

My thoughts are with the people of Texas
during this crisis. With the help of our team
down in Texas, I will continue to monitor
the situation closely.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing that the President
has directed Secretary of Transportation Federico
Peña, Small Business Administrator Phil Lader,
and officials from the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to travel to Texas to survey flood
damage.

Statement on the 1994 Malcolm
Baldrige Award Recipients
October 18, 1994

The Malcolm Baldrige National Quality
Award recognizes clear, proven strategies for
continued American success in the global
economy. These three winners demonstrate
that aggressive quality management, includ-
ing a clear customer focus and partnerships
with employees and suppliers, equips Amer-
ican companies to compete and excel in the
global marketplace.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing that AT&T
Consumer Communications Services of Basking
Ridge, NJ; GTE Directories of Dallas/Fort Worth,
TX; and Wainwright Industries of St. Peters, MO,
are the winners of the 1994 Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award for excellence in quality
management.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the President’s Report
on Immigration
October 18, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I transmit herewith the President’s Report

on Immigration. This interim report is re-
quired by section 141(i) of the Immigration
Act of 1990, as amended (Public Law 101–
649).

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting Budget Deferrals
October 18, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report seven deferrals of
budget authority, totaling $3.5 billion.

These deferrals affect International Secu-
rity Assistance programs as well as programs
of the Agency for International Development
and the Departments of Health and Human
Services and State. The details of these de-
ferrals are contained in the attached report.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Proclamation 6746—National
Mammography Day, 1994
October 18, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The threat of breast cancer touches every-

one. All women are at risk for breast cancer,
including those with no family history of the
disease. This year alone, 182,000 women are
expected to be diagnosed with breast cancer;
46,000 will die. The risk of death is reduced
significantly if the cancer can be found in
the earlier, more treatable stages. With ap-
propriate breast cancer screening and state-
of-the-art care, experts expect to see a 30
percent drop in the death rate. Together, we
must work to make sure that every woman
is informed about breast cancer and about
the importance of regular examinations, in-
cluding high-quality screening mammog-
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raphy. And we must ensure that all women
have access to this invaluable preventive
care.

Today, mammography is considered the
most effective method for detecting early
stage breast cancer. Many cancers can be
seen on a mammogram as soon as 2 years
before they could be detected by a woman
or her physician. But only half of all women
ages 50 and older have had a mammogram
in the past 2 years, and as few as 30 percent
have mammograms routinely. African Amer-
ican women experience a higher death rate
from breast cancer than white women, and
recently we learned that this is primarily be-
cause they are diagnosed at more advanced
stages of the disease. Researchers have con-
cluded that if we are to improve the survival
rate of African American women, we must
develop strategies aimed at increasing their
use of and access to early detection tech-
niques such as mammography.

We can all be encouraged by the progress
in improving and monitoring mammography.
As of October 2, 1994, provisions of the
Mammography Quality Standards Act of
1992, requiring national, uniform quality and
safety standards, went into effect. Mammog-
raphy facilities must now meet stringent re-
quirements and be certified to ensure they
are providing high-quality service. In addi-
tion, scientists currently are working to apply
American know-how to improve mammog-
raphy and to develop high-technology imag-
ing methods to detect breast tumors. Digital
mammography, for example, may enhance
the quality of mammographic images and
even magnify the view of specific areas of
the breast. Scientists also are exploring such
technologies as magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) and ultrasound imaging for this pur-
pose.

In recognition of the crucial role mam-
mography plays in the battle against breast
cancer, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso-
lution 220, has designated October 19, 1994,
as ‘‘National Mammography Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 19, 1994, as Na-

tional Mammography Day. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the 50 States and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Mayor of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the appropriate offi-
cials of all other areas under the American
flag to issue similar proclamations. I ask
health care professionals, private industry,
advocacy groups, community associations, in-
surance companies, and all other interested
organizations and individual citizens, for the
sake of American women and for their loved
ones, to unite in publicly reaffirming our Na-
tion’s continuing commitment to the provi-
sion of breast cancer screening.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:14 p.m., October 21, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 19, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 24.

Remarks to the Governor’s
Leadership Conference in
New York City
October 19, 1994

Thank you very much. You know, after the
last several months in Washington, I’m sort
of disoriented. I don’t know how to react to
that sort of reception. When I came in and
you were so wonderful and warm and you
were cheering, I said to the Governor, I said,
‘‘Well, shall we sit down now?’’ He said, ‘‘No,
no, no.’’ He said, ‘‘That’s part of your prob-
lem.’’ He said, ‘‘Let them cheer. When they
boo, you sit down.’’ [Laughter]

When Andrew Cuomo, who as you know
is a Presidential appointee, wrote his father
a note and said, ‘‘Ten minutes, don’t be too
long,’’ and then the Governor came up and
embarrassed his son by telling you that, I
wrote a note on the note. I said, ‘‘Clinton’s
Eighth Law: Blood is thicker than water, but
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the paycheck is thicker than blood.’’ [Laugh-
ter]

I appreciated what Governor Lundine said
about my supporting tourism in New York.
I have supported it in two ways. I brought
the Democratic Convention here, and I
come here. And then when I come here, no
one else can get out, so they have to spend
money. [Laughter] And so you know, I’ve
gotten to feeling like a thief when I come
to New York. I have to leave in the middle
of the night so I don’t inconvenience any-
body. But I love to come, and I am delighted
to be here. And I am delighted to be here
with so many of you.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Congressman Schumer for his work on the
crime bill. Thank you, sir. And to Congress-
man Rangel for many things, but especially
for supporting our policy on Haiti before any-
body else was for it. Thank you, sir.

I appreciate the presence here of my long-
time friend Bob Reich and the other mem-
bers of our administration who are here, and
those who have been here already. I’m proud
that they are a part of this.

You know, we’re kind of practical people
of this administration. There are a lot of folks
who worked in State government and local
government and the private sector who came
to Washington. As a matter of fact, we think
it’s kind of strange that Congressman Ging-
rich says his goal in life is to convince you
that I am the enemy of normal Americans.
As somebody pointed out to me the other
day, before I came to Washington, I was one.
[Laughter] And we tried to bring a lot of
normal Americans to Washington who would
not forget that most of what counts in this
country is done somewhere else and that our
job was to change the role of Government
away from this back-and-forth pendulum of
either trying to solve all the problem or sit-
ting on the sidelines and acting as if they
didn’t exist. We have tried to bring a genuine
constructive partnership to this country. And
I must say, it is a lot easier in New York
State and New York City because we’ve had
good leadership to work with, and I thank
the Governor and I thank the mayor for that.

I must tell you that because I was a Gov-
ernor for a good long while, I have a sym-
pathy for people who like to be Governor

for a good long while. [Laughter] It’s the best
job I ever had, in some ways. And I like it
because it was a real job, dealing with real
peoples and real problems and real opportu-
nities.

I think it makes a difference whether you
have a partnership for growth in New York;
I really do. And whether you think that or
not is a big part of whether you will make
any kind of difference. I think it makes a dif-
ference who’s in the partnership. It makes
a difference whether you have new ideas.
Long before I ever dreamed of running for
President and thought it was a practical op-
tion for me, I read the first volume of the
Cuomo commission report. And I remember
both volumes very well, all the ideas that they
had, all the suggestions they gave not only
to States but to our country for dealing with
these problems. To me, that’s what we ought
to be doing in government, being catalysts
for helping people take responsibility for
their own lives and get together in their com-
munities and reach across the lines that di-
vide them and solve their problems and seize
their opportunities.

Twenty-one months ago I went to Wash-
ington, determined to do what I could to re-
store the economy, to make our Government
work for ordinary Americans again, and to
empower people to compete and win in the
21st century. After 21 months, there’s a lot
we still have to do. But it is clear that Amer-
ica is in better shape. We have more jobs,
a lower deficit, low inflation, a smaller Fed-
eral Government doing much more. We’re
doing things that make Government work for
ordinary people, valuing work and family
with things like the family leave law, our ini-
tiatives in welfare reform, tax credits for
working families just above the poverty line
so they don’t fall into the poverty line—no
one who raises kids and works 40 hours a
week should fail at either task—immunizing
all the children in the country under the age
of 2 by 1996.

We’ve made a serious assault on crime.
You’ve already talked about it a lot. Let me
just say that a lot of the ideas in that crime
bill have been pioneered here by Governor
Cuomo, including the boot camps and the
after-school programs as prevention. It is a
bill of punishment, police, and prevention,
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and it’s a bill which will lower crime, not be-
cause of what the Federal Government will
do but because of what the Federal Govern-
ment has empowered you to do.

One of the things that we’re doing is ham-
mering over and over and over again on the
need to implement this crime bill, every sin-
gle part of it, in the proper way: the safe
schools provision, the violence against
women provision, the victims rights provi-
sion, a lot of things most people don’t even
know are in there. If you do them all in New
York, you will lower the rate of crime and
violence, not because of what the Federal
Government did but because of what you will
be empowered to do with the tools that are
in the bill.

We also supported, as I’m sure the Sec-
retary of Labor has already said, the idea of
lifetime learning. The average 18-year-old
will change jobs six or seven times in a life-
time. Many Americans today with good jobs
still feel insecure because they keep reading
about big companies laying people off, and
they’re afraid to change jobs when they’re
45 or 50. We have to make these kinds of
changes the friend of ordinary Americans,
because nothing any public official can do
will repeal the laws of global economic
change. But if we are prepared to seize them
and make them our own, then all these
changes will make life more exciting, more
interesting for ordinary people. The changes
in work will be an opportunity to move up,
to broaden one’s horizons, not to be under-
mined or have your family lose their security
or have people lose their sense of self-worth.
So this issue of developing a system of life-
time learning is hugely important in preserv-
ing the sense of optimism and strength and
inner confidence that has always been at the
core of what is America’s greatness.

We also clearly are working to make the
world a safe and a more democratic and a
freer place. For the first time since the dawn
of the nuclear age, Russian missiles are no
longer pointed at the United States. We have
played a major role in trying to promote
peace in Northern Ireland, in the Middle
East, and of course, in Haiti. We have se-
cured an agreement with North Korea to end
that nation’s nuclear program, which is ter-
ribly important. And we have told Iraq that

we still believe the territorial integrity of its
neighbors are inviolate and that it must not
be enabled to intimidate the United Nations.

All of this is exhausting work and some-
times frustrating work in a world that is ever
changing. But it is clear to me that the re-
wards will go to people with vision and en-
ergy and discipline and an upbeat outlook
on the future, and people who are not de-
terred.

Let me say today the saddest moment for
me in the morning was reading about the
horrible bombing in Israel, the deaths of in-
nocent civilians by a terrorist determined to
wreck the quest of the Arabs and the Israelis
for peace in the Middle East. If you think
about the kind of disappointments and obsta-
cles those people have to face every day—
and they’re still out there determined to sign
that peace treaty with Jordan next week, to
make a comprehensive peace in the Middle
East to go forward—now those are real prob-
lems.

The American people should look at the
strengths and assets we have and say there
is nothing that can stop us, look at strengths
and assets New York has and just say there
is nothing that can stop us. This is a very
big deal when you see Americans feeling a
little more pessimistic than the facts warrant.

So I’m glad you’re here. And if you don’t
do anything else when you leave but to pat
each other on the back and convince your-
selves that if you work together you will make
a difference, you will have done more than
half of the good you can do by showing up
in the first place. And I hope you believe
that.

I want to talk very briefly about what we
tried to do here. A big reason we’ve had some
success in the last 2 years is that our adminis-
tration came into office with an economic
mission. We wanted to rebuild the American
dream and make sure every American was
empowered to take advantage of it. We had
a long-term strategy as well as a short-term
strategy. And we organized the White House
and the administration in a completely dif-
ferent way.

The key figure in that reorganization was
Bob Rubin from New York, my National
Economic Adviser. I don’t even know if he’s
still here. But if it hadn’t been for him, this
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whole thing would not have worked in the
proper way. We have regular, disciplined,
sustained efforts involving the Secretary of
the Treasury, the Secretary of Labor, the
Trade Ambassador, the Council of Economic
Advisers Chair, our Commerce Secretary,
who’s clearly the most active Commerce Sec-
retary in my lifetime, the SBA Director, who
has changed the Small Business Administra-
tion dramatically. You now apply for an SBA
loan on a one-page form and get an answer
in 3 days.

We work with all the other Departments
you see here: The Education Department is
a part of our economic strategy; the Health
and Human Services Department and wel-
fare reform is a part of our economic strat-
egy; HUD is a huge part of our economic
strategy. And we all work together in a dis-
ciplined way to think about where America
is going in the rest of the world and what
America has to do at home. And we work
very hard to support and cooperate with and
move forward with Governors and mayors
and folks in the private sector, with whom
we meet on a regular basis and work through
the major issues.

Now, if you look at the economy we con-
front, we all know what the strengths of it
are. We also all know we have some prob-
lems: 30 years of accumulated social prob-
lems; 20 years of stagnant wages for hourly
wage earners with limited educations, in-
creasingly buffeted by a global economy; and
12 years of an economic theory that I don’t
think worked very well, except to give us a
big debt and reduced investment.

Our strategy was pretty simple and
straightforward: reduce the deficit; increase
investment in education and training, new
technologies, and defense conversion; in-
crease trade and the sales of American prod-
ucts and services around the world; work
with business to sell abroad when it is appro-
priate and proper to do so; give special incen-
tives to forgotten areas—you heard the talk
earlier about the community development
banks and the empowerment zones—so that
we can get free enterprise into inner cities
and isolated rural areas; reduce the role of
Government wherever we can, reduce regu-
lation, reduce bureaucracy, but increase the
effective leverage the Federal Government

has and be a good partner. That has been
our strategy.

Now, if you look at what’s happened, the
deficit is going down dramatically. It’s about
half of what it was when I took office, as
a percentage of our national income. Trade
has increased dramatically. Since NAFTA
was ratified, trade to Mexico is up 19 percent
this year; that’s 3 times as much as our overall
trade. The GATT world trade agreement will
bring hundreds of thousands of high-wage
jobs into the country, and the Congress will
adopt it, I believe, in late November. We’re
selling everything from rice and apples to
telephones and Mustangs in Japan now, some
of them for the first time. Every country in
our hemisphere but one is now a democracy,
and they’re all going to meet in Miami in
December and talk about how we can in-
crease our common wealth and prosperity by
working together. We are doing things, in
short, that make a lot of sense.

We’ve increased our investment in Head
Start and apprenticeships, in providing more
affordable college loans to middle class kids,
in spite of the fact that the overall deficit
has been reduced on the domestic side for
the first time in 25 years this year. We still
were able to increase our investment in edu-
cation and training.

Governor Cuomo mentioned in passing a
very important thing about Long Island in
defense conversion. We are investing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars around this coun-
try to help communities where bases have
closed that need to rebuild themselves and
to help businesses that used to depend on
defense business that’s not there anymore.
Defense spending’s peak in 1987—it peaked
in 1987. In 1993 when I took office, there
was still $500 million in funds the Congress
of the United States had appropriated for de-
fense conversion that had not been spent. We
were just leaving these companies and these
communities out there floating in the wind
with no strategy to bring them back into the
industrial base of America and the industrial
future of America.

We are changing that now, and it is very
important. If you look at New York, if you
look at the economic profile of New York,
especially out on Long Island, it is criminal
to walk away from these companies that
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helped us win the cold war just because we
are reaping the benefits of the cold war by
reducing defense spending. So that’s a big,
big part of our economic strategy.

These things are working. The community
development bank legislation I just signed,
but you will see when it comes out that we’ll
be able to create, we estimate, about 150,000
jobs in very isolated inner-city and rural areas
just with the community development bank
authority that has already been provided. So
I am very hopeful about that.

We’re also shrinking the Government. It’s
an unusual thing for the Democrats to be
doing, but we did it anyway. We passed bank
reform legislation that was hung up for 7
years—we’ll save a billion dollars a year in
compliance costs; trucking reform legislation
that will save billions of dollars a year. There
are already 70,000 fewer people working for
the National Government than there were
on the day I became President, and we are
reducing the overall size of the Government
by 270,000, and all the money’s going back
to you to fight crime. That’s how we’re fund-
ing the crime bill.

Now, what are the results? The smallest
Federal Government since President Ken-
nedy; 3 years of deficit reduction for the first
time since President Truman; 4.6 million
new jobs; more than half the new jobs this
year above average wage; more high-wage
jobs this year in our economy than in the
previous 5 years combined; the first time in
15 years this year American companies will
sell more automobiles around the world than
Japanese companies; the first time in 9 years
in the annual vote of international econo-
mists, the United States was voted the most
productive economy in the world. We are
moving in the right direction, and you should
be proud of that.

In the State of New York, the unemploy-
ment rate has dropped about 11⁄2 percent.
There are over 100,000 more jobs. Two mil-
lion New Yorkers are eligible for lower inter-
est, longer repayment terms on their college
loans; 3.1 million New Yorkers are protected
by the family leave law. You’ll get another
6,100 police in the crime bill; you’ve already
gotten 108, within 2 weeks after the crime
bill was signed, to New York. You’ve got 20
percent more funding in Head Start and

$400 million for prisons. We are making a
good beginning. We are moving forward, and
we’re doing it together. That’s what partner-
ships are about.

Do we have more to do? Of course, we
do. And I want to mention just some of the
things that were left undone by this Congress
and some of the things we need to do in
our own partnership. We walked away from
some very important environmental legisla-
tion. And I’ll just mention one: The Super-
fund bill was filibustered at the end of the
Congress. The Superfund bill to clean up
toxic waste dumps was supported by the
chemical companies, the unions, and the Si-
erra Club. I never saw anything they were
all for at the same time. There was no one
in America against the Superfund bill except
more than 40 Republican Senators who
didn’t want any Member of Congress who
happened to be in the other party or the
President to come to New York and say,
we’re helping you to clean up toxic waste
dumps. So the poison is in the ground be-
cause the filibuster poisoned the political at-
mosphere. And we have to change that. We
have to change that.

We walked away from three bills that will
help to change the culture of Washington:
campaign finance reform, lobbying reform,
and a bill to say—and the business people
ought to like this—a bill to say that when
Congress imposes a requirement on private
employers, the Congress has to observe the
same requirement, live under the laws you
impose on the private sector. And we’re
going to do our best to pass all three of those
next year.

And then—Governor Cuomo has already
talked about health care. Let me say that it
was interesting to me, the day after the
health care legislation was declared over for
this session, all the papers were all of a sud-
den filled with articles about how all the
problems are still there: more and more
Americans losing their right to choose their
doctor; ’93 census shows that another 1.1 mil-
lion Americans in working families, in work-
ing families, lost their health insurance; the
cost of health care is still going up at well
over the rate of inflation. So this will not go
away.
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And I also want to say—and I don’t think
I’ve ever said this in public before, but I fi-
nally made a study of this. When I came to
Washington, I came to Washington from a
State that was both low in per capita income
and had a high percentage of poor people.
So I never had to worry about the problems
of New York, which is high in per capita in-
come but has a high percentage of poor peo-
ple. I am convinced now that that Medicaid
formula is unfair to you, and I think we
should change it. And I think that’s fair. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

You all—you need to sit down, or you’ll
increase my mail from someplace else.
[Laughter]

But it is—I will work with Governor
Cuomo, with Mayor Giuliani, with others.
We will work through this. It’s not going to
be easy, but this is an error, I think, in policy
that the Congress did not make on purpose.
It was something that had not been fully ac-
counted for. I mean, in the last couple of
years when Charlie’s been trying to get more
for New York, there were people who were
on purpose trying to get more for their
States. I didn’t mean it like that. Rangel’s
eyes nearly popped out when I said that.
[Laughter] But I think it is very important,
and we will work through it.

The other thing I want to say is something
about welfare. Now welfare reform has be-
come like God, motherhood, and apple pie;
everybody’s for it. And that’s good. Franklin
Roosevelt said in the Depression that to dole
out relief in this way is a subtle destroyer
of the human spirit. No one ever intended
for it to work this way. And I think I would
be fair in saying that no President has ever
spent as much time as I have had the oppor-
tunity to spend, because I was a Governor,
actually talking with people on welfare. I find
that the people on welfare would rather us
change the system than almost any other
group of people in America; they’re not very
satisfied with it either.

So what we have to do is to find a way
that rewards work, that requires work, but
that also enables people who work to be re-
sponsible workers and good parents at the
same time. That is very important. I sent a
welfare reform bill to Congress last spring.
The Congress did not act on it this year. I

hope and believe they will act on it next year.
It will work to reduce teen pregnancy, to
toughen child support enforcement, to edu-
cate people more, and also to give them the
support they need for their kids if they go
to work. And we will ask Congress to pass
that plan.

In the meanwhile, we have to keep grant-
ing these waivers. I saw when all of you were
clapping before that you actually know what
a waiver is. If you know what a waiver is,
this is the largest group ever gathered in the
history of the United States that knew what
a waiver was—which is amazing to me, I
mean, that’s something which is truly laud-
able. A waiver means that the Federal Gov-
ernment has a bunch of rules and regulations
it ought not to have to tell you not to do
things you ought to be able to do, but we’ll
let you do it anyway. That’s what a waiver
is. And today I guess the most important
thing I have to announce is that I’m going
to give one of those waivers to New York
for your welfare reform proposal.

I believe very strongly in this. Everybody
talks about welfare reform, but some people
do it, and some people just talk about it. I
want you to have a chance to prove that jobs
first works. I want you to have a chance to
prove that you can either move 21,000 fami-
lies off of welfare or keep them from going
on in the first place. I want you to have a
chance to prove what I know, that most peo-
ple on welfare want to work if it will work
for them in their family situation. And so
that’s what this welfare reform waiver will
do. And I know you will make the most of
it.

I want to say again, this administration is
dedicated to partnership. I am a Democrat
by heritage, instinct, and conviction, but I
don’t believe the National Government has
all the answers. I believe that we need a
smaller but more effective National Govern-
ment. I think that we need more activism
at the grassroots level. Tomorrow I’m going
to Massachusetts to sign an education bill
that clears away for all States a lot of the
rules and regulations that kept people from
educating our children, especially our poor
children, as well as they are capable of doing.
This is a direction we must continue.
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The last thing I want to say is that this
is not entirely a job for government, and atti-
tude and personal conduct count. You know,
those kids that beat up that New York City
transit detective the other night, they should
have been home. They shouldn’t have been
out on the street beating him up. There’s
nothing I can do as President to change that.
But all of us together, if we talk about the
responsibilities of parents and neighborhoods
and community groups, if we take some of
that crime money and use it to provide op-
portunities for kids to go someplace con-
structive late at night and to have role models
that are positive role models, if they don’t
have a home to go home to, that will make
a difference.

And that’s something you have to do.
That’s something you have to do. We need
more people who will do what those two men
did on the Upper East Side yesterday when
they put their own lives at risk to help that
man who was stabbed at the automated teller
machine and then go get the people who
stabbed him. That’s what America ought to
be about. We ought to lift people like that
up, we ought to follow them, and we ought
to do what they do. That’s the last point I
want to make to you. None of this is going
to work unless most of us have our heads
on straight.

I’ve become a friend of Ken Burns, the
wonderful filmmaker who did the series on
the Civil War and did the baseball series. And
so I watched it all. It’s the only baseball I
got this year. Reich is going to fix that for
next year, or he’ll need three boxes to get
up here when he comes back. [Laughter]

But listen to this. Listen to what your Gov-
ernor said in the baseball film. Baseball—
Mario Cuomo is talking about why he always
liked Joe DiMaggio. He said, ‘‘Always you
look for heroes. Always the people look up
to see something that represents them, to
something that is larger than them, and if
it’s perfect, something they might become.’’
Well, we can’t all be Joe DiMaggio, but we
could have all done what those guys did at
the teller machine yesterday, every one of
us. And we can all take one kid in trouble
and give that boy or girl somebody to look
up to. And we can all do less bellyaching and
more visionary talk about the future. And

every one of us, including me, every one of
us could spend a little less time placing blame
and a little more time assuming responsibil-
ity. That is what is great about your country.

And I just want to leave you with this
thought: When President Aristide went back
to Haiti this weekend, there were all these
Haitian people in the street with these little
signs with their messages on it. And the most
frequent message was, in Creole, a simple
‘‘Thank you, America.’’ And if you had seen
just the eyes, the faces of our young men
and women down there in uniform who
brought them their freedom back, some of
them Haitian-Americans, Americans of all
different races and sizes and both genders,
it would be impossible for you not to want
to do whatever you could to make this coun-
try and this State what it ought to be.

So the Governor will try to do his part.
I’ll try to do mine. If you do yours, the 21st
century will be the best time this country
ever had.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Sheraton New York
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gov. Stan
Lundine of New York.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in
Tel Aviv, Israel
October 19, 1994

The terrorist bombing this morning in Tel
Aviv is an outrage against the conscience of
the world. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Government and people of Israel at this
terrible moment, especially the families of
those killed and wounded in this criminal act.

This attack comes at a moment when we
are rejoicing in the progress which has been
made toward a real and lasting peace in the
Middle East. The terrorists who committed
this act are enemies of that peace and en-
emies of all those who are working to create
a better future for the people of the region.
Their violence is aimed at destroying the
hopes of the Palestinian people as surely as
it is directed at the people of Israel. They
must not be allowed to succeed. I call upon
leaders in the Middle East and throughout
the world to condemn this act and to ensure
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that there is no haven or support for those
responsible. Together, we will ensure that
the promise of peace for which we have
worked so long is realized.

Statement on Maritime Legislation
October 19, 1994

The American maritime industry plays an
important role in our Nation’s economy and
security. Under Secretary Peña’s leadership,
we have made significant progress imple-
menting a program that enhances the com-
petitiveness of American shipyards in the
international commercial market. But our
work is not complete.

Congress still must act to ensure a mari-
time presence in the United States’ vast
international trade. It must act to ensure that
a fleet of U.S.-flag merchant ships, crewed
by skilled American seafarers, stands ready
to serve our country’s economic and military
sealift needs. The administration looks for-
ward to working with the next Congress to
enact legislation that achieves these impor-
tant goals.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Governor Mario Cuomo in
New York City
October 19, 1994

You’ve still got it, Mario. [Laughter]
Among the many things I admire about

Governor Cuomo is his remarkable family.
And here was his wife saying you should vote
for him because he’s strong and slim. Can
you imagine what would happen to anybody
else if someone got up and said, ‘‘You should
vote for this person because he’s got a good
body?’’ [Laughter] I mean, it was great.
[Laughter]

His son tells him today, Andrew says in
the economic conference, ‘‘Don’t speak very
long, Dad.’’ So Mario gets up and announces
it and then gives his speech at twice the nor-
mal speed. [Laughter]

I watched him tonight, and I was thinking,
why is this a race? Why is it even close?

I don’t know how many of you saw my
friend Ken Burns’ magnificent series on
baseball, but Mario was in it, and he hasn’t

seen it because he’s been out campaigning.
I’m not up, so I stay home and watch base-
ball. [Laughter] The only baseball we have
right now.

One of the things that is in this series is
the scouting report from the Pittsburgh Pi-
rates on the promising young center fielder
from St. Johns. This is what the scout said
about Mario Cuomo: ‘‘Potentially the best
prospect on the club, could go all the way
if he improves his hitting to the point of a
respectable batting average. He’s aggressive;
he plays hard; he’s intelligent, not easy to
get to know but very well-liked by those who
succeed in penetrating his shell.’’ Let me tell
you something, he’s still the best prospect
on the club, and he ought to be sent back
to the playing field. And his batting average
is very, very good.

You know, when Mario was talking about
how all of his immigrant roots and doing all
that, I just was virtually transported. I never
get tired of thinking about that sort of thing,
about our country. In a much more blunt
and less eloquent way, Boris Yeltsin said the
same thing to me the other day when he was
here—really was the time before last, we
were together. Yeltsin grew in a house lit-
erally where the farm animals shared the liv-
ing room with the children. He was in a very
difficult way as a child, and he had read
somewhere that I had once lived in a house
without indoor plumbing.

So about halfway through this banquet he
looked at me one night and he said, you
know, guys like us don’t get to be President
very often. [Laughter] The truth is, guys like
us do get to be President, or Governor, or
other things in this country because this is
a very great country, because we’ve had lead-
ers like Mario Cuomo.

I’ve had a lot of time to think about this
Governor’s race in New York. You know, I
admire your Governor so much, I like him
so much, I feel that he is my real partner.
I think that he has given you strong and dis-
ciplined and responsible leadership, and he’s
still full of new ideas and energy. But I also
understand what the issues are.

You know, I was the Governor of my State
for a good, long while, and I loved it better
than anything. And my State was smaller, but
it was the same sort of deal. My people had
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been there since about the time of the Civil
War. I knew every country crossroads. I
could still walk into counties and remember
the percentage of the vote I got in 1974.
Some people thought that was a character
flaw, but I thought it showed I was good at
math. [Laughter] And I want to tell you this
story because it was told on me, but it’s some-
thing every New Yorker ought to think about
before this election.

You know, in rural States—and New York,
by the way, is a big rural State with a huge
agricultural sector—the State fair is about
the biggest thing that happens. I’ll tell you
how big it is, the guy who was my chief cabi-
net officer left my administration and—well,
he worked for my successor a while—and he
left to become the head of the State fair.
He got a promotion. [Laughter] It’s a huge
deal in a country place. And so I used to
go out to the State fair every year and have
a Governor’s Day, and I’d just sit there. And
people would come up and talk to me and
say whatever was on their mind, which often
burned my ears. And after I had completed
my fourth term about—I had served three
2-year terms and one 4-year term—and I was
trying to make up my mind whether I would
run for 14 years and would serve longer than
anybody ever had in my State. At the end
of the Governor’s Day, when I had heard
all this stuff, this old fellow in overalls came
up to me, clearly in about his seventies, he
looked at me and he said, ‘‘Bill, are you going
to run for Governor, again?’’ I said, ‘‘I don’t
know. If I do, will you vote for me?’’ He
said, ‘‘Yes, I guess I will. I always have.’’ I
said, ‘‘Well, aren’t you sick of me after all
these years?’’ He said, ‘‘No, but everybody
else I know is.’’ [Laughter] And I looked—
I swear he did. And he said, but, he said,
‘‘What do you expect? All you do is nag us
to do better. You’re on us day and night, talk-
ing about what we’ve got to do to get jobs,
talking about what we’ve got to do to get
schools, just nag, nag, nag.’’ He said, ‘‘No-
body could live with that all the time.’’ He
said, ‘‘It just wears us out.’’ But, he said, ‘‘You
know something? I think it’s beginning to
work.’’ That’s what I want to tell you. It’s
beginning to work. Don’t walk away from it
when it is beginning to work.

We have a partnership now. In the last
21 months, New York State has over 110,000
new jobs; about 11⁄2 percent drop in the un-
employment rate; 3.1 million families in this
State protected by the family leave law; 2
million people eligible for lower interest col-
lege loans; 900,000 families got tax cuts be-
cause they work full time: They have kids
in the house; they’re just hovering above the
poverty line; they shouldn’t go into poverty.
If people work and raise kids, they ought to
be able to succeed as parents and workers.
That has happened. There’s a 20 percent in-
crease in the number of kids in Head Start.
You’re going to get 6,100 police officers
under the crime bill. That’s what we can do.

But you know something? A President
cannot do anything that changes the lives of
people unless there are partners in the gover-
norships, in the mayoralties, in the private
sector, on every street, people who care
about people, who know their people, and
who will get things done. Now, that is why
you should reelect this Governor. It is clear
that we have a partnership that can make a
difference for the people in New York.

A Governor is at his best or her best if
the Governor embodies the real qualities of
a State. When I see Mario Cuomo talking,
I think that is New York. And I like it. And
America likes it. You know, even his oppo-
nents could not have heard this speech to-
night without wanting to kind of tighten their
coats and sit up a little straighter and throw
their shoulders back and be proud to be an
American. And that’s very important. So if
a man has a good record, if he’s got a good
program for the future, if he understands
how to get things done, and if he really knows
his State, and if he embodies the character,
the strength, the courage of the State, that’s
a pretty good ticket.

It’s interesting today when we spoke at his
conference on growth, I said something I was
embarrassed I didn’t know. There’s a lot of
things I don’t know about your Governor. I
was embarrassed I didn’t know this. I said
that no matter what the President did, no
matter what the Governor did, no matter
what the mayor does, no matter what the
people who are supposed to be heads of great
organizations do, we had to change the spirit
of this country. And we had to challenge
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more people to take responsibility for their
own children, their own friends, their own
neighbors, or for somebody else’s children
or friends and neighbors if no one else was
doing it. And I said when I saw that transit
policeman come home from the hospital
after being so horribly beaten by those nine
kids, I thought, what in the wide world were
those kids doing on the street at that hour
of the night? And why didn’t somebody give
them some better place to go to or try to
teach them right from wrong or stand up for
what was right and wrong? And then, when
I saw today in the paper that there were two
people who put their lives on the line to help
that poor guy at the teller machine last night
in New York, I thought, that’s what this coun-
try’s all about. And more people ought to do
it.

Now, after I gave this speech where every-
body was clapping, a friend of the Governor’s
came up and said, ‘‘He did the same thing
3 years ago. He got out and chased a crimi-
nal, trying to do the right thing.’’ That is the
sort of person he is, and he would do it again
tonight. He would walk through a wall to do
the right thing, and you ought to do the right
thing and reelect him Governor.

You know, I had 17 pages of notes, and
I came up here with this—because Mario al-
ready told you what I did the last 2 years.
[Laughter]

I want to say something else, too, about
this election. It’s not just—the difficulty is
not just that all the stuff we’ve been talking
about. Why is there a sort of a tight anxiety-
ridden negative mood in the country today
when we’re plainly better off than we were
21 months ago? I mean, we have more jobs
and a lower deficit; we’ve got a Government
that’s finally doing things for ordinary people,
like middle-class college loans and family
leave and immunizing all the kids in the
country under the age of 2. We’re moving
toward peace and prosperity. We’ve had
more advancements in trade in the last year
than we have in 30 years. And we have all
of the movements toward democracy and
freedom that the United States has been in-
volved in, supporting the election in South
Africa, the peace process in Northern Ire-
land, what is going on in Haiti, what is going
on in the Persian Gulf, and, of course, the

incredible story of peace in the Middle East
against all the odds. This is a good time, and
we are plainly moving in the right direction.
So what is the beef? Why is there this anxiety,
this tension in the country? There are a num-
ber of reasons, but I’d like to tell you a few,
because dealing with them may hold the key
to how this election comes out, and whether
people can hear the song that your Governor
sang tonight, America’s song, the song we al-
ways respond to when we’re at our best.

First of all, we are dealing with the accu-
mulation of enormous problems that have
been ignored for a long time. All these social
problems that we see that just tear our hearts
out when we see that 5-year-old kid hung
out the window and dropped to die, because
he knew it was wrong to steal candy. That
didn’t happen overnight. This stuff has been
developing for 30 years—for 30 years what’s
happened to the families and the commu-
nities and the loss of hope and the vacuum
that has been created.

Drugs and gangs and guns, that stuff just
fills a vacuum. There’s a hole inside people’s
lives, and it just goes in there, because there’s
a vacuum just sucking it into people. The
economic anxieties people feel has been de-
veloping for 20 years where most wage earn-
ers who earn hourly wages have not gotten
a raise. The average working person is work-
ing a longer work week today than 20 years
ago. And the global economy requires people
to change jobs six or seven times in a lifetime.
Those of us who have knowledge and skills
and can learn new things and can stay on
top and dance on our toes, well, we’re pretty
secure. Other people are just scared.

And for 12 years, we tried a different ap-
proach. We basically had—we were governed
by people who tried to convince us that we
should hold our Government in contempt,
that the Government would mess up a one-
car parade, and that we should just sit on
the sidelines and let things happen. And it
takes time to turn that around. And it takes
time for people who have been disappointed
a long time to scrape away all that and begin
to feel, as well as think again, that things can
be better.

And there’s another big issue here: We are
going through a period of historic change.
At the end of the cold war, the changing of
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our economy, moving into a new century
where all the rules will be different, I hon-
estly believe, for the reasons Mario said, the
21st century will be America’s best time. All
this diversity we have—if we learn to enjoy
it, celebrate it, reinforce it, it is our meal tick-
et to the future, because the world is a small
place.

But every time we go through a period
of change, our democracy is tested, because
people’s hopes and fears are at war. Think
about your own life. Think about the first
day you went to school, the first day you went
off to college, the day you got married, the
day you had your first job. Think about only
things that had more good than bad in them
but were radically different—you were
scared to death.

One of those movies always works, where
the guy walks down the aisle or the woman
walks down the aisle and they say, ‘‘I don’t’’—
[laughter]—because everybody thinks about
it, that’s why it works. And because anytime
you put yourself on the line and try a new
thing, it might not work, and it’s frightening.

So you fight this battle all the time inside,
between hope and fear. Countries are the
same way when they go through big changes.
At the end of World War I, America had
done a great thing. It was the first time we
had ever gone abroad to fight for values and
other people without our own existence
being at risk. It was a great thing. It ex-
hausted us. And what happened? We came
home, and we shrunk up, and we had the
rise of the Ku Klux Klan. We had the rise
of the Red Scare, and we walked away from
the rest of the world and brought on an inter-
national economic collapse that gave rise to
fascism and Nazism and brought the Second
World War.

At the end of the Second World War, we
didn’t do that. But there were lots of pres-
sures to do the same thing, Joe McCarthy,
the loyalty program, a Communist behind
every bush. But we had strong leadership.
It was tough. Harry Truman’s popularity was
at 80 percent when he dropped the bomb
and ended the Second World War. Two years
later, when he sent national health insurance
to Congress for the second time, it was at
36 percent by the time people got through
working on it. All of the people in the 80

to 36 crowd, they all think he ought to be
on Mt. Rushmore. Well, I was in one of those
families that was always part of the 36. We
were always for him, and we know. I was
raised being told about this. It was inevitable.
People were afraid. Things were changing.
And now, you just think about what life’s like
for the average American today and how they
get their information and how they commu-
nicate about public things.

What we have to do in the next 3 weeks
all over the country is go out and say, ‘‘We’ve
turned that situation around. The economy’s
coming back. The government’s working for
ordinary people. The world is more peaceful
and secure. The opportunities are great. We
have to vote our hopes and not our fears.
We have to vote for tomorrow, not yesterday.
That’s what we have to do.

On election morning in New York State,
most people in this State wake up and the
scales inside of them are tilted toward hope
instead of fear, it will be a route for Governor
Cuomo. You know it, and I know it. That
is our job.

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, ‘‘You know,
you can spend a lot of time fighting the dark-
ness, and there’s a lot of dark things to fight,
but the quickest way to beat it is to flip the
light switch on.’’ You think about that. You
think about that.

What we need is more Americans who will
go take up for the people that are getting
mugged at the teller machine. What we need
is more Americans who will put a hand on
those little 5-year-old kids and give them
somebody to look up to. What we need is
more Americans who will reach out to those
10- or 11-year-old kids when they’re 5 so
their hearts don’t turn to stone before it’s
too late.

What we need is everybody saying that this
is a very great country. If you have any doubt,
if you have any doubt, just remember what
happened last weekend when President
Aristide went home to Haiti and—[ap-
plause]—President Aristide went home to
Haiti, and all those people were holding
those little old signs in the street that said
‘‘Thank you, America’’ in Creole, and they
were looking at these young men and women
in uniform, our kids who are black, white,
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brown, yellow, Lord only knows what, a lot
of them are Haitian-Americans.

We got every Haitian-American soldier we
could find and sent them down there so
somebody could speak Creole to those folks.
It was unbelievable. And just look at their
eyes, and they knew that this was a good
country, standing for something good, doing
something good, bringing out the best. That’s
the way of the rest of us have to be. In our
minds, we have to put on a uniform every
day. We have to say we are not going to let
this country go down; we’re going up. And
we are certainly not going to let this country
go back; we’re going forward. And if we have
that feeling, that spirit, then all the facts will
fall into place. And our story will be credible.
And our Governor will be reelected. He is
a national treasure, but he really is New
York’s treasure. Every one of you know.
Every one of you know.

I kind of promised myself I wasn’t going
to mention this, but I’m going to. Every one
of you know that he could have had another
job with longer tenure. [Laughter] Every one
of you know that he stayed here because he
loves you; he loves that neighborhood he
grew up in in Queens. He cannot imagine
walking away from this fight until we have
had a chance to do every last thing we can
to give every kid in this State a chance at
a better future. You take care of it and make
sure he’s reelected.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:09 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at Sheraton Centre.

Interview With Marjorie Clapprood
of WRKO Radio, Boston,
Massachusetts
October 19, 1994

The President. Good morning, Marjorie.
Ms. Clapprood. How are you?
The President. Great. It’s a beautiful day

down here.
Ms. Clapprood. I’ve got to tell you some-

thing, sir. I have been waiting a long time
on getting you on this program.

The President. Well, it’s high time.
Ms. Clapprood. It is high time. I even

went down for the big old Clinton watch

when you were over on the Vineyard this
summer, and I’m sorry I missed you. But we
sort of feel like you’ve made Massachusetts
your second home, so we’re delighted you’re
coming on back.

The President. I’m glad to be back; look-
ing forward to coming up there tomorrow.

Education
Ms. Clapprood. So let’s talk about a cou-

ple of things. First of all, you need to know
that all the kids over at Framingham High
are looking forward to your coming down
with Senator Kennedy. And let’s talk about
this education bill. Even Jack Anderson is
calling you the education President.

The President. Well, we’ve worked very
hard on education, and Senator Kennedy has
had a lot to do with it. A lot of our education
initiatives have not attracted a great deal of
public notice, maybe because we’ve been
successful in getting bipartisan support for
them, for most of them, all but the college
loan program. The program to provide mid-
dle class college loans at lower interest rates
had no Republican support because we took
on some organized interest groups. But all
the others did. And it’s a real tribute to Ted
Kennedy because he got the expansion of
Head Start in; he got the national service pro-
gram in.

And this education act we’re signing in
Boston tomorrow, or in Framingham, has an
incredible amount of good things in it. It’s
a dramatic reform in terms of putting more
responsibility back on local school districts,
giving them freedom from Federal rules and
regulations but giving them very high stand-
ards to shoot for. It’s a really—it’s a very
modern, exciting, and I think, effective piece
of education legislation. I’m proud to be sign-
ing it.

Senator Kennedy
Ms. Clapprood. Well, you know, Mr.

President, Senator Kennedy is not only de-
lighted to have you here signing that particu-
lar bill, but as you know, this is the toughest
race the Senator has ever faced in 32 years.
And for many of us in Massachusetts, we’re
surprised to know that nationally he is one
of several seats that we’re looking at that
could be in very serious jeopardy. Your com-
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ing out here to help him will be bringing
a message to Massachusetts voters that says
what? How important is Senator Kennedy
and his reelection to the completion of your
agenda as you go back to Washington?

The President. He’s terribly important to
doing it. And he’s important for some reasons
that people, I think, may not be aware of
in Massachusetts. I mean, the rap that his
critics are saying is that, ‘‘Well, he’s been
there long enough. He’s yesterday’s politi-
cian.’’ But I can tell you, I’ve been talking
around here the last week, just asking people,
and there is a general feeling here that of
all the people in the Congress, Ted Kennedy
is one of the four or five who are most recep-
tive to new ideas, to trying new things, to
breaking out in new directions.

And if you just look at what we’ve done
in education, we have changed the whole na-
tional approach to education. It’s much more
grassroots, local control: Have national stand-
ards, have the National Government helping,
but give people the freedom at the grassroots
level to try new things and to do things that
will work. And he’s also been instrumental
in developing a national apprenticeship pro-
gram for young people who don’t go to col-
lege and, as I said, this college loan program.
We’ve had the most impressive set of
achievements in the last year and a half in
education we’ve seen in the last 35 years, a
lot of cutting-edge, new ideas, and Ted Ken-
nedy has done it.

The other thing he’s very good at that I
think people don’t appreciate is he’s the best
Democratic legislator at getting Republicans
to support what he’s doing. He’s the best at
getting bipartisan support.

Ms. Clapprood. So I’ve heard, yes.
The President. And I think that if the

people of Massachusetts know that, they
would be more inclined to reelect him, be-
cause he’s really a very forward-looking
Member of the Congress, and we need him
back.

Midterm Elections
Ms. Clapprood. Well, one of the things

that the First Lady said when she was in a
couple of weeks back—I was happy to be
at the dinner that she hosted for the Sen-
ator—she went so far as to say that Senator

Kennedy’s opponent, Mitt Romney, is really
just another clone for Phil Gramm and an-
other Senator ‘‘no’’ for you. Are you as wor-
ried about that? Do you want to make any
predictions on all of these GOP threats that
they are going to be taking over the Senate
and taking over the Congress this time
around?

The President. Well, I don’t think they
will if we can get the facts out there. I mean,
we have made the Government work for or-
dinary Americans. We’ve passed things like
family leave and the Brady bill and immuni-
zations for all the kids in this country under
2, against ferocious Republican opposition.
We’ve got the economy coming back. We’ve
got more high-wage jobs coming into the
economy in 1994 than the previous 5 years
combined. Unemployment is down. Employ-
ment is up. The deficit is down. If we can
get the record out, we should be winning
seats, not them.

But the problem is that they are great talk-
ers, and they promise the Moon, and they
will go like robots off of a cliff together. And
that’s what I’m worried about. It’s no offense
to Mr. Romney, but they all—in the last few
days of the legislative session up here, we
had an important piece of environmental leg-
islation, the Superfund bill to clean up toxic
waste dumps.

Ms. Clapprood. Right.
The President. Everybody in America was

for it. We had the chemical companies, the
unions, the Sierra Club; they were all for it—
first time they had ever agreed on anything.
There was no one in America against it ex-
cept over 40 Republican Senators who fili-
bustered it to death to keep people like Ted
Kennedy from coming back to Massachusetts
and saying we helped to clean up toxic waste
dumps. They were willing to leave the poison
in the ground. That’s how bitter and partisan
and obstructionist they are. They killed lobby
reform and campaign finance reform. And
all the lobbyists were cheering Senator
Helms when he walked off the floor of the
Senate and saying how great it was.

Now, I don’t think the American people
want to turn the Congress over to them. And
especially, I don’t think they want to go back
to trickle-down Reaganomics. That’s what
they’ve promised to do, you know. They’ve
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promised to give us the economic policies
that they did in the eighties that put New
England in the ditch. And I don’t think that
the people will support it once they know
that.

Ms. Clapprood. Well, you know, one of
the things that I loved about your campaign,
Mr. President, was the slogan ‘‘It’s the econ-
omy, stupid.’’ And it seems as though, with
all the indicators macroeconomically looking
so terrific—what is the deal with cynical vot-
ers? I mean, how do we get this message
out? It seems to me that you can’t win for
losing, even when everything looks good.

The President. Well, I think there are two
problems. One is a substantive one. And that
is that we’ve had 20 years when most wages
have been stagnant for hourly wage earners
and when people have been changing jobs
more frequently, so that makes them more
insecure. The average 18-year-old, for exam-
ple, will change jobs six, seven times in a
lifetime now. And those feelings don’t
change overnight. So even though people
may say the unemployment rate is dropping
and new jobs are coming into America, into
Massachusetts, there is still an unsettled feel-
ing. A lot of people themselves haven’t gotten
a raise. A million Americans lost their health
insurance last year; that’s why we have to ad-
dress that.

Then there’s a political problem, which is
that when Congress is in session, particularly
with the bitter partisan obstruction we’ve
seen, what tends to get covered is the fights,
the bad news, the failures, the process. So
a lot of people just don’t know the facts about
the economy. So what I’m going out to do
now, in the last 3 weeks, is to say, ‘‘Look,
we’re making Government work for ordinary
people. We’re bringing the economy back.
The world is a more peaceful, more secure
place for Americans, with opportunities for
prosperity. We should be very upbeat about
the future, and we ought to reward the peo-
ple that are building the future, not reward
the people that are tearing it down.’’

Talk Radio
Ms. Clapprood. Do you have any further

comments, other than those that you made
on KMOX about talk radio? Do you think
that the right-wing conservative bashing of

talk radio has done a disservice? It seems to
me that’s the national pastime of a lot of my
colleagues on the air; that’s just the ‘‘get good
ratings if you kick Bill around.’’

The President. Well, what I think is im-
portant, let me say—one thing I like about
radio is——

Ms. Clapprood. Me.
The President. Oh, I like you.
Ms. Clapprood. Good.
The President. But generally, I like radio

because it’s an immediate, it’s almost an inti-
mate thing. People feel like they’re right
there.

Ms. Clapprood. Right.
The President. And people feel that they

have a chance to have their say. But a lot
of these folks who are on the far right, they
never have anybody on that disagrees with
them, they never have an honest discussion,
and they’re not as careful as they ought to
be with their facts. I think it’s good to have
your critics on there and to have honest de-
bates. We shouldn’t all agree on everything,
and no one in America, including the Presi-
dent, is right about everything. There are al-
ways things we can learn. But what I think
the American people ought to insist on from
talk radio is a conversation, not a screaming
match, and strict adherence to the facts.
There’s plenty to argue about when we get
the facts straight.

That’s the only thing that bothers me. I
think generally this talk radio phenomenon
can be a great instrument in promoting de-
mocracy. People feel so isolated from Wash-
ington, so isolated from the bureaucracies.
A lot of folks even feel isolated from their
State capital. So if talk radio makes people
feel like they’ve got a voice, they can be
heard, then that’s good. But it ought to be
a conversation, not a screaming match, and
we ought to get our facts straight.

Ms. Clapprood. Yes. And I’ve got this big
problem—my mother always said to me, a
position that is not articulated ceases to exist.
And sometimes, if that other side isn’t heard,
people actually believe it’s their reality.

The President. I agree with that.

Foreign Policy Accomplishments
Ms. Clapprood. Yes.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:34 May 27, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00048 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P42OC4.020 INET03



2083Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Oct. 20

I wanted to ask you a little bit about inter-
national affairs, if we can. Coming on the
heels now of what looks like a fairly peaceful
transition and return of Jean-Bertrand
Aristide to power in Haiti, you’ve got an
awful lot on your international plate, with the
Middle East, with what’s happening in Ku-
wait, and I understand you’re on your way
next week to the signing of the peace accord
between Israel and Jordan. Do you feel as
though you’ve turned a major corner in your
administration in terms of not only the matu-
rity of the Clinton administration but in pub-
lic perception finally cutting you a break and
saying, ‘‘You know what, he’s doing all right’’?

The President. Well, I hope so. I think,
first of all, a lot of these problems are very
difficult, and they don’t yield overnight. And
a lot of them are things we have been work-
ing on here for 2 years. But I’m very proud
of what our people, particularly our young
men and women in uniform, have done in
Haiti and in the Persian Gulf. I’m proud of
the role the United States is playing toward
peace in the Middle East and in Northern
Ireland. And I’m very proud of the work that
Ambassador Gallucci did in hammering out
this agreement with the North Koreans,
which will enable us to avoid a confrontation
with them, and enable them to move toward
a more normal relationship with South Korea
and with the rest of the world, and take a
major nuclear threat away.

But I’m feeling good about it. You know,
last year we devoted ourselves intensely to
two things: getting our relationship straight
with the Russians and reducing the nuclear
threat in that part of the world, and toward
getting an international economic order set
up. We worked on NAFTA, the Asian Pacific
countries, the GATT world trade agreement.
And then this year, we had some good suc-
cess, as you have pointed out, in Haiti and
the Middle East and elsewhere. So I’m very
hopeful. And I’m very excited, as I know a
lot of people in Massachusetts are, about the
moves toward peace in Northern Ireland.
And we’re working hard on that as well.

Ms. Clapprood. You don’t even have time
to go bowling anymore.

The President. No. I miss bowling. I like
to bowl, actually.

President’s Golf Game
Ms. Clapprood. By the way. I know I

heard on your birthday one of your wishes
was to break 80. Did you ever do that?

The President. I never have.
Ms. Clapprood. You never have.
The President. But the last 10 games of

golf I’ve played I had 80 once, 81 twice, 82
three times, so I’m playing——

Ms. Clapprood. Oh, man.
The President. I’m playing pretty well, for

me. That’s about as good as I can play. And
if I lowered my handicap when I was Presi-
dent, the American people would never be-
lieve that I’m working as hard as I am.
[Laughter] So I probably should not want
to break 80. But still, I do.

The Presidency
Ms. Clapprood. I know. It makes you very

charming and endearing, because the rest of
us can all relate to that.

Let me ask you just a couple wacky ques-
tions. The thing that I remember most about
you from the first time that I heard about
the Governor from Arkansas that wanted to
be President was a picture I saw of you with
then-President John Fitzgerald Kennedy, a
personal hero of mine but also someone here
from Massachusetts. And I grew up in his
hometown of Brookline. And I saw that pic-
ture recently on sort of a retrospective of
your tenure over this last year and half as
President. And I wondered, from that ideal-
istic young man that you were, to now sitting
in the Oval Office and dealing with questions
like sending the 82d Airborne down to Haiti
while Sam Nunn and Jimmy Carter and
Colin Powell sat there, making decisions on
war and peace, is it everything that you
thought it was going to be? And what are
your biggest surprises now that you’re actu-
ally sitting where you worked so hard to get?

The President. Oh, yes, it is that much
and more. I mean, if anything, I am more
hopeful, more optimistic about the future of
this country than I was before I got here.

Ms. Clapprood. You never want to say,
‘‘Quit your bitching. Quit your whining. Why
is everybody being so unreasonable?’’

The President. Yes. Well, I do want to
say that some. I mean, sometimes I think that
Americans in this time are a little too prone
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to see the glass as half empty instead of half
full. Our optimism, our unfailing faith in our
ability to make the future better has been
one of the great secrets to our successes over
the last 200 years. And so I do feel that. I
regret that at this moment in our history
there is a lot of accumulated cynicism and
frustration and that it is, in some ways, more
difficult for the President to communicate di-
rectly to the American people than it has
been in the past, because of all the indirect
filters between me and the American people.
The Presidency is more isolated than I wish
it were, partly because of the security con-
cerns that exist in this day and age.

But having said all that, it is a joy and an
honor to go to work here every day. And I
feel good about the fact that the economy
is coming back. I feel good about the fact
that we’re facing up to problems that have
been ignored for years and years here. I feel
good about the fact that we’re able to do
things like this family leave law and to give
tax breaks to working families with children
to keep them out of poverty, because I don’t
think anybody that works full-time with a kid
in the house should be there.

These are things I take pride in, not for
me but for our country. And to see how much
America is still looked up to in other parts
of the world and how people want us in-
volved in Northern Ireland, in South Africa,
in the Middle East peace process, and in
Haiti, that is a source of great pride.

So with all the down sides of this job and
with all its frustrations, it’s still an oppor-
tunity to make America a better place. And
this system of ours does work. It’s worked
for over 200 years. And the only thing I hope
I can do is a better job of communicating
with the American people about what we’re
trying to do and getting them to believe more
in themselves and their future. We ought to
be quite optimistic based on what is going
on here in this country now.

Ms. Clapprood. Well, I’ll tell you what,
we’d like to be part of making this a regular
morningside chat with you. And if it means
anything, my sainted mother, who lives in
fine Whiskey Point, in Massachusetts, always
had a picture of John Fitzgerald Kennedy
next to the praying hands and the palms from

Palm Sunday. Now she’s got a picture of you
and Hillary there, as well.

The President. Oh, wow.
Ms. Clapprood. You’ve got a place of

honor, sir. And I thank you very much for
joining us. Can I ask one favor?

The President. Sure.
Ms. Clapprood. As you go out jogging

around the Charles River Thursday morning,
would you put on your little ‘‘walkwoman’’
and listen to Clapprood and Whitley right
here on WRKO?

The President. If I can find one of those,
I’ll do that. Thanks.

Ms. Clapprood. Yes. You’ve pushed my
buttons. I thank you, sir, for joining us. God
bless.

The President. Goodbye. Bless you.

NOTE: The telephone interview was recorded at
11:05 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast and release at 7 a.m. on Octo-
ber 20.

Remarks on Signing the Improving
America’s Schools Act of 1994,
Framingham, Massachusetts
October 20, 1994

Thank you. You know, we wanted to come
here because this school has a reputation for
academic excellence and because it is so di-
verse, because it’s a school that really looks
like America. But if I had known we were
going to get such an enthusiastic reception,
I would have come yesterday instead of today
and just waited. [Applause] Thank you.

I also want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to your student council president. I
thought he did a fine job up here. I can tell
you this, if he continues to speak so well,
so much to the point, and so briefly, he’ll
win a lot more elections. [Laughter] Very im-
pressive.

I’d like to thank your principal, Mr.
Flaherty, your superintendent, Dr. Thayer,
your school board chairman, Mr. Petrini, and
all the people here who made this wonderful
visit possible.

I’d like to thank all the Members of Con-
gress who have joined us. I especially want
to thank those who have come from other
States, Senator Pell and Congressman Reed
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have come from Rhode Island, and Senator
and Mrs. Jeffords are here. We’re glad to see
them. I thank Congressman Markey for
hosting us. And I thank Congressman Ken-
nedy for coming and bringing his wife and
his mother. I’m glad they’re all here. Thank
you for coming.

I want to say just a brief word about those
who have spoken. Governor Kunin, who was
the Governor of Vermont, is now the Deputy
Secretary of Education, spoke on behalf of
the Department and Secretary Riley, who
was the Governor of South Carolina. All
three of us served as Governors together,
working on these education problems. And
I think we’ve made a real difference, bringing
a whole different approach to education to
Washington. We look at it from the grass-
roots up, from the point of view of the prin-
cipals and the teachers and the school board
members. And we like to think from time
to time we even look at it from the point
of view of the students, from the grassroots
up, from education at the school level where
it should be.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Senator Jeffords for what he said and to Con-
gressman Ford and Senator Kennedy. Let
me say that you read a lot and hear a lot
about all the fights that go on in Washington
and about how things don’t get done. But
when the history of this time is written, the
progress we have made in education will be
known chiefly for two things: One is, we real-
ly did write new ideas into the law, and sec-
ondly, we did it in a bipartisan fashion, with
Republicans and Democrats, for all the chil-
dren of this country.

I was sitting up here listening to these fine
people speak, wondering what all of our
words might mean to the students who are
here, trying to remember what it was like
when I used to sit over there in the band
when I was their age and hold my saxophone.
You did a great job today, by the way, and
I thank you.

I’d like to try to tell you why this whole
thing is important from your point of view,
because this whole education issue is really
about your future. Twenty-one months ago,
when I moved to Washington to become
President, I had some very clear ideas. I
wanted to rebuild the American dream, to

restore the health of the American economy,
to make sure that your future would be the
brightest future ever enjoyed by any genera-
tion of Americans, as you grow into the 21st
century, a new and exciting, rapidly changing
and very different time. I knew that we had
to do some things that would matter to peo-
ple in the short run. We had to begin to make
our Government work for ordinary Ameri-
cans again.

And we’ve done a pretty good job of that.
We passed the family and medical leave law
to protect parents when they need time off
from work because their children are sick.
And we’re immunizing all the kids in this
country under the age of 2 by 1996. [Ap-
plause] I see the nurses clapping there.
Thank you.

Because we want to reward people who
are trying to be good parents and good work-
ers, we actually lowered the income taxes of
15 million working families, because they
make modest wages and we don’t want them
to be in poverty if they’re working full time
and raising their kids. So we began to do
these things. And we started to work to bring
the economy back, to bring the deficit down,
to invent more in new technologies, to ex-
pand trade. And it is working, and the econ-
omy is coming back. But over the long run,
the United States of America cannot con-
tinue to lead the world economically in a
world where the average young person will
change work six, seven, eight times in a life-
time, in a world where what you earn de-
pends not just what you know but what you
are capable of learning, in a world that is
incredibly fast-moving and diverse—we can-
not do that unless we develop the learning
capacities of every person in this country.
That is the key to the long-term survival and
strength of the United States.

When I was a Governor, my administration
and especially my wonderful wife and I spent
most of our time working on what we could
do to improve our schools: how we could get
the test scores up, how we could get more
kids in foreign language, how we could im-
prove mathematics achievement, how more
of our young people could be ready to learn
when they come to school, how we could fa-
cilitate more young people going to college.
And I learned over and over again as, I think
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Governor Kunin said, that there are schools
in this country, including this one, that are
doing a very good job, sometimes against
great odds. They are still doing a good job
teaching and learning.

But we have some significant challenges
we have to face. First of all, we are not as
good as we ought to be as a country in taking
the things that work well in some school dis-
tricts and seeing them spread throughout the
country. Secondly, we have great challenges
because of all the great nations in the world,
we are by far the most diverse, racially, eth-
nically, religiously, economically. Thirdly, we
know that schools have become the home
away from home for a lot of children who
have enormous personal challenges to face.
And all those things mean that we have to
be constantly working overtime to try to meet
the challenges that we face today and the
challenges we know you will face in your lives
tomorrow.

That’s why I worked so hard several years
ago to get our country to set a mission, a
national set of education goals. Most of you
may not know what they are, but I think
they’re good goals. They’re worth repeating:
that we will make sure every child shows up
for school ready to learn; that we will raise
the high school graduation rate to at least
90 percent of all students, which is the inter-
national standard, all over the country; that
we will make sure our young people learn
and are proficient in, by international stand-
ards of excellence, basic subjects in English
and mathematics and history and geography
and languages, and we will learn how to
measure whether we are doing that or not
at least three times during the course of a
student’s career; that we will lead the world
in math and science achievement, not bring
up the rear; that our schools will become
safe, disciplined, and free of drugs; and that
we will develop a system of lifetime learning
so that people, no matter how old they are,
will always be able to develop new skills, ac-
quire new knowledge, know what they need
to know to move forward with confidence.

Those are the goals of this Nation educa-
tionally. They have been adopted by Presi-
dents of both parties, by Governors of both
parties. They have been embraced by edu-

cators all across this country. They are now
the law of the land, thanks to this Congress.

The important thing about this bill is that
it represents a fundamental change in the
way the Federal Government looks at how
we should do our job in helping you students
achieve those goals. For 30 years, the Federal
Government has shipped money to the States
and the local school districts to try to help
with problems that needed the money. But
mostly, they have done it in ways that pre-
scribed in very detailed manner the rules and
regulations your schools had to follow, the
rules and regulations your States had to fol-
low in applying for the money and in comply-
ing with it. And very often, we had teachers
at the grassroots level who said, ‘‘This doesn’t
make any sense.’’

This bill changes all that. This bill says the
National Government will set the goals. We
will help develop measurements to see
whether Framingham School District is
meeting the goals. But you will get to deter-
mine how you’re going to meet the goals,
because the magic of education occurs be-
tween the teacher and the students in the
classroom, with the parents, with the prin-
cipals, with the schools supporting it.

And you have to see all this stuff we’re
talking about up here in terms of that. We’ve
expanded the Head Start program, as Sen-
ator Kennedy said. These goals have now
been written into law, and 31 of the 50 States
have asked for our help in devising a State
strategy to meet the goals.

The School to Work Opportunities Act,
which the Senator mentioned, has now all
50 States working to try to develop statewide
systems of apprenticeships so the young peo-
ple who don’t go to college but do want to
have good jobs will be able to get at least
some post-high-school training in ways that
help them academically, help them prac-
tically, and give them a good start into the
future. And that is a very, very important
thing. Our Nation is the only advanced nation
in the world that does not have a system that
picks up every single high school graduate
who doesn’t go to college and gives them
some further education and training so they
can make a good living, be good citizens,
raise a strong family, and contribute to our
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future. We’re going to change that with this
legislation.

And the college loan program and the na-
tional service programs I want to explain in
tandem. You know, in the 1980’s, the gap
between what a high school graduate earns
in his or her first year of work and what a
college graduate earns in his or her first year
of work doubled—doubled. Earnings for
high school graduates in their first year of
work in the United States actually declined
in the 1980’s, under the pressure of a global
economy, where there are a lot of people
around the world in developing countries
doing jobs for wages we cannot live on. It
is clear that it is in the economic interest
of the entire United States to get as many
young people to go on to college as possible.
At the same time, you know we face even
more social challenges, especially among
younger children.

So we’ve done two things: One is, we’ve
changed the college loan program to say you
can borrow money at lower interest rates; you
can pay it out over a longer period of time;
if you take a job that doesn’t pay a high wage,
you can tie the loan repayment to the salary
you make. You’ll have to pay it back over
more years, but there will never be a time
when because of the cost of your college edu-
cation, you can’t make a car payment, you
can’t make your rent payment, you can’t
meet the basic responsibilities you have.

And the national service program, which
you have well represented here in Massachu-
setts, simply says that if you join a community
service program that’s part of AmeriCorps,
you can earn almost $5,000 a year against
the cost of a college education while helping
to solve the problems of people here in the
United States. It’s sort of a domestic Peace
Corps.

And this morning I met with a couple of
hundred National Service Corps volunteers
who are in the City Year project in Boston,
which a lot of you probably know about, each
of them telling me about what they’re doing
to try to help solve a human problem in the
State of Massachusetts, not with some bu-
reaucracy but from the grassroots up, just
young people helping other people to make
their lives better and earning some money
for a college education. That is the ticket to

America’s future and the ticket to your fu-
ture, as well.

Now, let me just say two or three things
about this bill, and then I’ll go sign it, be-
cause it’s getting warm in here. [Laughter]
It’s getting so warm, I’m about to think I’m
in Arkansas, not in Massachusetts in October.
[Laughter]

But I have to say a few more things be-
cause now I’m getting to the part that you
have to do something about. And this bill
is a challenge to you as well. This bill does
many things, and I won’t tell you all about
them, but I want to give you just a few exam-
ples.

The first thing this bill does is to encourage
schools to take kids that are from underprivi-
leged backgrounds and instead of separating
them out from other students, bring them
into the classrooms, have smaller classes,
work with them, have kids help kids to get
everybody into the mainstream, and every-
body develop to the fullest of their God-given
capacities. We know now that works better
than separating kids out and trying to help
them instead of bringing them in and chal-
lenging them to do the best they can do.

Let me tell you what that means. That
means that every one of you has to support
that, not just the teachers. The school district
needs to encourage that, especially for the
younger kids. But if you have a friend in your
class or if you know a student who is not
necessarily a friend of yours who is strug-
gling, you ought to see whether you or some-
body else can help that student. We need
to have more kids helping kids to learn in
this country. We’ve got to have that.

There are a lot of studies today—and I
won’t bore you with all of them—but basi-
cally there are a lot of studies on learning
and how people learn that show that some
people learn best by just going home at night,
opening the book, and working like crazy.
But some people learn best in groups, from
their friends and neighbors, from being free
to ask when they don’t know, and from get-
ting help and from working through prob-
lems. There are a lot of young people who
think they’re not very smart who maybe just
don’t learn very well in the way that they’re
being asked to learn. And you need to try
to help them do better.
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The second thing I want to say is some-
thing that has already been alluded to here
by the previous speakers. If we can’t make
these schools in this country safe, if children
are not free of fear when they come to
school, they are not going to learn very well.
And this bill has a safe schools component,
but it must be implemented. All we can do
is give the means to make schools safe to
local school districts. We in the National
Government don’t do anything to make the
schools safe; you do that. And you must, and
every school must. The children of this coun-
try, even if they are scared to death on the
streets, ought to feel safe when they’re in
their schools so they can learn.

The third thing I want to say is—I’m get-
ting sort of progressively more controversial
maybe here—is there’s an interesting provi-
sion of this bill that had enormous bipartisan
support that provides opportunities for
schools to get some help from this bill to
develop what are now being called character
education programs, programs that basically
enable schools to develop values that can be
taught to students in the public schools based
on a consensus of people in the community.
I made this National Character Counts
Week, putting Government on the side of
having the schools tell children that there is
a difference between right and wrong, and
there are some basic things that we ought
to teach. There is a bipartisan character
counts coalition in the Congress that’s been
working on this.

We disagree about a lot of things, but we
ought to be able to agree that our schools
should say people should tell the truth. They
should respect themselves and each other.
They ought to be good citizens, which means
that we should assume responsibility for
obeying the law and for helping others to de-
velop themselves. We ought to practice fair-
ness and tolerance and trustworthiness.
These things should be taught in our schools,
and we shouldn’t gag our teachers when they
try to do it. We ought to applaud them in-
stead, and I hope we will be doing more and
more of that.

And now I’m going to ask you young peo-
ple to do one more thing. There is a lot of
evidence, and there is a new survey that’s

been put out today, saying that in a modest
but very clear way, drug use is going up again
among young people in America—I hope
you’re clapping because you agree with what
I said, not because you agree that it’s a good
thing—that more and more young people
simply don’t believe it’s dangerous to use
marijuana, for example, and that it’s okay to
do.

Let me tell you something: Every single
scientific study that has been done in the last
several years shows alarming increases in the
toxicity and the danger of using marijuana,
especially to young women and what might
happen to their child-bearing capacity in the
future.

All illegal drugs are dangerous. We have
to drive down usage again. It has got to be
not a good thing to do, not a cool thing to
do. It is a stupid thing to do, as well as an
illegal thing to do, and I want you to help
bring it back down.

So this bill is about you. It’s not about all
of us politicians up here, it’s about you. It’s
about your future. The age in which you are
growing and the world toward which you are
going can be the best time America ever had.
It will be exciting. And our diversity in Amer-
ica is a gold mine of opportunity. No other
country is so well-positioned to move into the
21st century, to live in a global society that
is more peaceful and more secure—no one.
But it all depends upon whether we develop
the God-given capacity of every boy and girl
in this country, no matter where they live,
no matter what their racial or ethnic or reli-
gious background is. That is your challenge.
Let’s do it together.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. in the
John F. Kennedy Gymnasium at Framingham
High School. In his remarks, he referred to Jer-
emy Spector, student council president; Robert
Flaherty, principal; Eugene Thayer, superintend-
ent, Framingham Public Schools; and Christopher
Petrini, chairman, Framingham School Commit-
tee. H.R. 6, approved October 20, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–382.
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Remarks at a Rally for Democratic
Candidates in Framingham
October 20, 1994

Thank you so much for this wonderful,
warm, enthusiastic, passionate welcome. And
thank you for your commitment to reelect
Senator Ted Kennedy on November 8th. I
want you to send Kevin O’Sullivan and John
Tierney down there to help us in the House
of Representatives to move this country for-
ward. And I want to congratulate Mark Roo-
sevelt on giving debating lessons to the Re-
publican Party in the last few days.

I loved Ed Markey’s speech, except he said
everything that Ted and I wanted to say.
[Laughter] And he said it very well. It was
a great defense of a great record by a great
supporter of progress in this country. I thank
Ed Markey.

I want to say one thing a lot of you may
not know. This is serious. I want to thank
Ed Markey because last spring he called my
attention to the fact that we had 1 million
military assault style weapons coming into
this country from China. And he said we
ought to stop it, and we did. And I thank
him for that. And I also want to thank him
for paving the way for the information super-
highway in Framingham and all along Route
128, the birthplace of high technology and
the future of the information superhighway.
Thank you, Ed.

Ladies and gentlemen, until the last few
days this had the earmarks of an unusual
election, where people were in danger of vot-
ing against what they’re for and for what
they’re against because of the inordinate suc-
cess of our opponents in talking things to
death and confusing things, but the fog is
beginning to clear in America.

Twenty-one months ago, you sent me to
Washington to try to change this country, to
make Government work for ordinary people,
to bring the economy back, to make the
world more peaceful and more prosperous,
and basically to make us feel like we were
going in the right direction again and that
we were coming together again, that we
could recover the American dream, that we
could get to the next century with all the
children in this room looking at America’s
best days ahead of us. And I come here to

tell you that we’ve still got a long way to go,
but America’s in better shape than it was 20
months ago.

I know there are a lot of people who want
jobs who still don’t have them. I know there
are a lot of people who are working hard who
haven’t gotten a raise. I know that another
million Americans in working families lost
their health insurance last year. I know we
still have crime problems and social prob-
lems. But I ask you to think of this: the social
problems, the crime, the drugs, the family
breakdown, the things that are gripping this
country, they’ve been developing over 30
years. The economic stagnation of working
people, wage earners, has been a problem
for 20 years. We had 12 years of trickle-down
economics, of failed economic policy that ig-
nored the problems or made them worse.

And in 21 months, we’ve got more jobs,
lower deficit, the Government working for
ordinary people, a serious assault on crime.
We are moving in the right direction. We
don’t need to turn back now. We need to
go forward into the future.

I believe most Americans, without regard
to their party, support the family and medical
leave law. I believe they do. In Massachusetts
alone, 11⁄4 million working people in Massa-
chusetts alone can now take some time off
when there’s a baby born or a family member
sick or an elderly person in trouble in your
family without losing your job. I believe most
people are for it. Well, we voted for it. Most
of them were against it. I believe most people
in this State and this country think the Brady
bill is right, think it is right that we’re immu-
nizing all the children in this country under
the age of 2 by 1996, believe it is right to
expand Head Start. I believe they like these
things.

These are the changes we are bringing. I
believe most people in this country think that
Senator Kennedy’s bill to provide national
service to give kids a chance to work in their
communities and solve problems at the grass-
roots level and earn money for a college edu-
cation is a good thing that looks to the future.
It is not a relic of the past.

I believe most people in this country like
the fact that we have reformed the student
loan program and made 20 million Ameri-
cans eligible for lower interest rates and
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longer repayment terms on their college
loans, for middle class Americans; 840,000
people in Massachusetts alone eligible to
benefit from this program immediately. I
think most Americans are for it. Every single
Republican in the United States Congress
voted against it. And we gave it to the United
States, and I think the people are with us
and not with them.

I believe most people in the United States
think it was right for us to lower the taxes
of 15 million working families, people work-
ing full time with children in the home be-
cause they had modest wages. No one should
work full time and raise kids and be in pov-
erty. We can do better than that. I think peo-
ple are for that.

In Massachusetts, 184,000 working fami-
lies had their taxes lowered under our eco-
nomic plan. And every one of the Members
of Congress of the opposite party voted
against it. Now, they said if our economic
approach passed, instead of what we said, the
deficit would explode and jobs would go
away. That’s what they said. Well, we’ve had
plenty of time now, and what have we got?
It was the Democrats, not the Republicans
under our approach that reduced the size of
the Federal Government, that lowered the
deficit 3 years in a row for the first time since
Truman, that oversaw an economic recovery
that produced 4.6 million new jobs—and a
21⁄2 point decline in the unemployment rate
in Massachusetts alone. They were wrong in
what they said.

Now, do we still have problems? You bet
we do. There are still environmental chal-
lenges. There is still political reform. There
is still welfare reform, And yes, there is still
health care reform to face. But you should
vote for the agents of change, not the agents
of yesterday.

I want to tell you something, folks. The
ironies of this election continue to abound.
Imagine this: Suppose Massachusetts had a
Republican Senator—no, wait, wait, wait; no,
listen—suppose Massachusetts had a Repub-
lican Senator who had voted for legislation
to make the Federal Government the small-
est it’s been since John Kennedy was Presi-
dent, to reduce the deficit 3 years in a row,
for economic recovery that produced an ex-
plosion of new jobs, for the toughest crime

bill in a generation to be paid for by reducing
the Federal Government, not with new taxes.
The Republicans would be building a statue
to this person. They should be building one
to Ted Kennedy because that’s what he voted
for.

So when you hear them spouting their lib-
eral epithets, you know, liberal, liberal, lib-
eral; you say, ‘‘All we know is, you guys didn’t
reduce the size of the Federal Government.
We did. You guys talked about a crime bill.
We passed one. You guys badmouthed the
deficit. We lowered it. You guys talked about
the economy. Our economy is coming back.’’
Let us reward the agent of change. Let us
reward people like Senator Ted Kennedy.

Now, let me ask you this. I want you to
draw this clear contrast. I was talking to sev-
eral people just in the last week about Sen-
ator Kennedy, you know, because they say,
‘‘Oh, he’s been there too long.’’ I’ll tell you
something, you talk to anybody in Washing-
ton of either party who will tell you the truth,
and they will tell you two things about your
Senator. Number one, there is not a single,
solitary Member of the United States Senate
more interested in new ideas than he is, new
ideas for the economy, new ideas for edu-
cation, new ideas for the future. And the sec-
ond thing they will tell you is that in the most
partisan atmosphere in modern history, he
is absolutely the ablest Member of the Con-
gress at getting Republicans to vote with him
and work with him to make this country a
better place.

Now, that is the choice you face: a program
that’s working, new ideas, an approach that
is fair to people of all parties. What is the
alternative? Look at what they did in the last
week of the legislative session. They said no
to environmental legislation. They said no to
political reform. They, the Republican Sen-
ators killed the Superfund bill to clean up
toxic waste dumps. Everybody in America
was for it, the chemical companies, the labor
unions, the Sierra Club. We never had a bill
that all those people agreed on. They
couldn’t agree on when the sun comes up
in the morning. There was literally—there
was nobody in America against the Super-
fund bill except more than 40 Republican
Senators. And why? Because they would have
rather left the poison in the
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ground than let Ted Kennedy come home
and say he helped to clean it up. That is
wrong. We can do better than that. We must
go forward. We can do better.

And let me tell you this: You take this con-
tract on America they put out very seriously,
and you look at it. You look at what it does.
They promise you—listen to this, it sounds
great, made my ears perk up when I heard
it, ‘‘Give us power, give us power and we
will increase defense, revitalize Star Wars,
give everybody a tax cut—mostly to the
wealthy, but we’ll tell you about that later—
and balance the budget.’’ Presto.

Does that sound familiar? It’s a trillion dol-
lar deal. Now, folks, this is election year. It
is almost election time. I would love to make
you a trillion dollars’ worth of promises. And
with a trillion dollars’ worth of hot checks,
I could show everybody in this house a good
time tonight. [Laughter] We could have a
good time.

But the job of people and responsibility
is to do right, not hold out false hopes. It
is not to sacrifice the future of our children
to give people a quick fix today. This is
wrong, this contract, and we must say it is
wrong, and we must vote against it, and we
must stand against it. This is wrong.

If you let them do this, they will take us
back to where—do you remember what it
was like in Massachusetts and New England
in the eighties? They will explode the deficit.
You’ll have cuts in Medicare. You won’t have
any more statements like, ‘‘I’m helping you
with your water rates, or your sewer rates.’’
They will never fund this crime bill to bring
the police to the streets of your communities
to make them safer. These things will not
happen. We’ll start shipping jobs overseas
again, and they’ll put the economy right back
in the ditch, all the time trying to find some-
body else to blame.

Stand up against this contract. Stand up
against the naysayers. Stand up for somebody
who said yes to America, yes to the future,
yes to our children. Don’t go back. Reelect
Ted Kennedy. Stand up for America. Go to
the future. God bless you. We can do it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in Nev-
ins Hall at Framingham Memorial Building. In
his remarks, he referred to Mark Roosevelt,

Democratic candidate for Governor, and Rep-
resentative Ed Markey.

Remarks on Departure From the
Rally for Democratic Candidates in
Framingham
October 20, 1994

Well, I’m glad to be here. You heard the
speech in there. I hope you’ll reelect Senator
Kennedy. Thank you very much. Let’s go out
here and say Hi to them. Thank you, and
thank you for the music. Give the band a
hand—U. Mass-Lowell Band. Give them a
hand. Thank you. [Applause]

Can you hear? The sound is back. Ladies
and gentlemen, it is wonderful to be back
in Massachusetts, wonderful to be the first
President since Harry Truman to come to
Framingham. And I thank you all for coming
out here today. I thank you all for participat-
ing in this election.

I want to say you heard what we had to
say in there; it was broadcast out here. I want
to make one comment that I didn’t say in
there, that I hope all of you will listen to,
whatever your party or your predispositions.
One of the things that this country has got
to do always, in every age in time, is to be-
lieve in itself.

All this business about how we should be
cynical and skeptical—I can tell you that ev-
erywhere I go around the world, people
know the United States is leading the way
to the future. They know our economy is
coming back. They know we are dealing with
our problems. They know we are promoting
peace and prosperity all around the world.

If you looked into the faces of those young
Americans who were in Haiti last weekend
when President Aristide went home, you saw
the best of this country. This is a great coun-
try, and I am tired of people trying to tear
it down when we ought to be building it up
and moving to the future with confidence.

I believe with all my heart, if you look at
the results of the last 21 months, you will
have to say America is in better shape. We
have adopted things that help ordinary
Americans: the family leave law, the Brady
bill, immunizing all the kids under 2, extend-
ing Head Start. These are things that make
a difference to real people. And we have got
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4.5 million more jobs. The economy is com-
ing back, and we are moving to the future.
This is a more peaceful and a more secure
country than it was 2 years ago. I ask you
to help us to keep the country going forward.
Let us not go back to the contract our oppo-
nents have offered. They promise everybody
a tax cut. They promise everybody a spending
increase. They promise everybody a balanced
budget. It will get Massachusetts and New
England right back where we were in the
1980’s, exploding deficit, compromising our
children’s future, and sending our jobs over-
seas.

We’re going in the right direction. Help
us continue to march into the future and
keep this country the greatest country in the
world, well into the 21st century, and help
elect Ted Kennedy on November 8th.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. at Nevins
Hall, Framingham Memorial Building. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Executive Order 12933—
Nondisplacement of Qualified
Workers Under Certain Contracts
October 20, 1994

When a service contract for the mainte-
nance of a public building expires and a fol-
low-on contract is awarded for the same serv-
ice, the successor contractor typically hires
the majority of the predecessor’s employees.
On occasion, however, a follow-on contractor
will hire a new work force, and the prede-
cessor’s employees are displaced.

As a buyer and participant in the market-
place, the Government is concerned about
hardships to individuals that may result from
the operation of our procurement system.

Furthermore, the Government’s procure-
ment interests in economy and efficiency
benefit from the fact that a carryover work
force will minimize disruption to the delivery
of services during any period of transition
and provide the Government the benefits of
an experienced and trained work force rather
than one that may not be familiar with the
Government facility.

Therefore, by the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws

of the United States of America, including
40 U.S.C. 486(a), and in order to promote
economy and efficiency, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Statement of Policy. It is the
policy of the Federal Government that solici-
tations and building service contracts for
public buildings shall include a clause that
requires the contractor under a contract that
succeeds a contract for performance of simi-
lar services at the same public building to
offer those employees (other than managerial
or supervisory employees) under the prede-
cessor contract whose employment will be
terminated as a result of the award of the
successor contract, a right of first refusal to
employment under the contract in positions
for which they are qualified. There shall be
no employment openings under the contract
until such right of first refusal has been pro-
vided. Nothing in this order shall be con-
strued to permit a contractor to fail to comply
with any provision of any other Executive
order or laws of the United States.

Sec. 2. Definitions. (a) ‘‘Public building’’
means any Government-owned building,
whether single or multi-tenant occupancy, its
grounds, approaches, and appurtenances,
which is generally suitable for office or stor-
age space or both for the use of one or more
Federal agencies or mixed ownership cor-
porations, and shall include the following: (1)
Federal office buildings; (2) customhouses;
(3) courthouses; (4) border inspection facili-
ties; (5) warehouses; (6) records centers; (7)
appraiser stores; and (8) relocation facilities
and similar Federal facilities; but shall not
include any such buildings: (A) on the public
domain (including that reserved for national
forests and other purposes); (B) on prop-
erties of the United States in foreign coun-
tries; (C) on Native American and Native Es-
kimo properties held in trust by the United
States; (D) on lands used in connection with
Federal programs for agricultural, rec-
reational, and conservation purposes, includ-
ing research in connection therewith; (E) on
or used in connection with river, harbor,
flood control, reclamation, or power projects;
or for chemical manufacturing or develop-
ment projects; or for nuclear production, re-
search, or development projects; (F) on or
used in connection with housing and residen-
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tial projects; (G) on properties of the United
States Postal Service; (H) on military installa-
tions (including any fort, camp, post, naval
training station, airfield, proving ground,
military supply depot, military school, or any
similar facility of the Department of De-
fense); (I) on installations of the National
Aeronautic and Space Administration, except
regular office buildings; and (J) on Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs installations used
for hospital or domiciliary purposes.

(b) ‘‘Building services contract’’ means a
contract for recurring services related to the
maintenance of a public building, e.g., jani-
torial, window washing, food service, laundry,
protective services, lawn and grounds care,
and inspection, maintenance, and repair of
fixed equipment such as elevators, air-condi-
tioning, and heating systems.

Sec. 3. Exclusions. This order shall not
apply to (a) contracts under the simplified
acquisition threshold;

(b) contracts awarded pursuant to the Jav-
its-Wagner-O’Day Act, 41 U.S.C. 46–48a;
and any future enacted law creating an em-
ployment preference for some group of
workers under building services contracts;

(c) guard, elevator operator, messenger, or
custodial services provided to the Govern-
ment under contracts with sheltered work-
shops employing the severely handicapped as
outlined in the Edgar Amendment, section
505 of the Treasury, Postal Services and Gen-
eral Government Appropriations Act, 1995,
Public Law 103–329;

(d) agreements for vending facilities en-
tered into under the preference provisions
of the Randolph-Sheppard Act, 20 U.S.C.
107; or

(e) services where the contractor’s employ-
ees perform work at the public building and
at other locations under contracts not subject
to this order (e.g., pest control or trash re-
moval where the contractor’s employees visit
the site periodically and where the employ-
ees under the contract respond to service
calls), provided that employees shall not be
deployed in a manner that is designed to
avoid the purposes of this order.

Sec. 4. Contract Clause. The following
contract clause shall be included in solicita-
tions and contracts for maintenance of public
buildings that succeed contracts for perform-

ance of similar work at the same public build-
ing:

‘‘Nondisplacement of Qualified Workers
(a) Consistent with the efficient perform-

ance of this contract, the contractor shall, ex-
cept as otherwise provided herein, in good
faith offer those employees (other than man-
agerial and supervisory employees) under the
predecessor contract whose employment will
be terminated as a result of award of this
contract or the expiration of the contract
under which the employees were hired, a
right of first refusal to employment under
the contract in positions for which employees
are qualified. The contractor shall determine
the number of employees necessary for effi-
cient performance of this contract and may
elect to employ fewer employees than the
predecessor contractor employed in connec-
tion with performance of the work. Except
as provided in paragraph (b), there shall be
no employment opening under the contract,
and the contractor shall not offer employ-
ment under the contract, to any person prior
to having complied fully with this obligation.
The contractor shall make an express offer
of employment to each employee as provided
herein and shall state the time within which
the employee must accept such offer, but in
no case shall the period within which the em-
ployee must accept the offer of employment
be less than 10 days.

(b) Notwithstanding the contractor’s obli-
gation under paragraph (a) above, the con-
tractor (1) may employ on the contract any
employee who has worked for the contractor
for at least 3 months immediately preceding
the commencement of this contract and who
would otherwise face lay-off or discharge,
and (2) is not required to offer a right of
first refusal to any employee(s) of the prede-
cessor contractor who are not service em-
ployees within the meaning of the McNa-
mara-O’Hara Service Contract Act, 41
U.S.C. 357(b), and (3) is not required to offer
a right of first refusal to any employee(s) of
the predecessor contractor whom the con-
tractor reasonably believes, based on the par-
ticular employee’s past performance, has
failed to perform suitably on the job.

(c) In accordance with Federal Acquisition
Regulation 52.222–41(n), the contractor
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shall, not less than 60 days before completion
of this contract, furnish the Contracting Offi-
cer a certified list of the names of all service
employees working at the Federal facility
during the last month of contract perform-
ance. The list shall also contain anniversary
dates of employment on the contract either
with the current or predecessor contractors
of each service employee. The Contracting
Officer will provide the list to the successor
contractor, and the list shall be provided on
request to employees or their representa-
tives.

(d) If it is determined, pursuant to regula-
tions issued by the Secretary of Labor, that
the contractor is not in compliance with the
requirements of this clause or any regulation
or order of the Secretary, appropriate sanc-
tions may be imposed and remedies invoked
against the contractor, as provided in Execu-
tive Order No. 12933, the regulations, and
relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor, or
as otherwise provided by law.’’

Sec. 5. Enforcement. The Secretary of
Labor is responsible for investigating and ob-
taining compliance with this Executive order.
In such proceedings the Secretary shall have
the authority to issue final orders prescribing
appropriate sanctions and remedies, includ-
ing, but not limited to, orders requiring em-
ployment and payment of wages lost. The
Secretary also may provide that where a con-
tractor has failed to comply with any order
of the Secretary or has committed willful vio-
lations of this order or the regulations issued
pursuant thereto, the contractor and its re-
sponsible officers, and any firm in which the
contractor has a substantial interest, shall be
ineligible to be awarded any contract or sub-
contract of the United States for a period
of up to 3 years. This Executive order creates
no rights under the Contract Disputes Act,
and disputes regarding the requirement of
the contract clause shall be disposed of only
as provided by the Secretary of Labor in reg-
ulations issued under this Executive order.
To the extent practicable, such regulations
shall favor the resolution of disputes by effi-
cient and informal alternative dispute resolu-
tion methods. The Secretary of Labor shall,
in consultation with the Federal Acquisition
Regulatory Council, issue regulations, within
180 days of the date of this order, to imple-

ment the requirements of this Executive
order. The Federal Acquisition Regulatory
Council shall issue, within 180 days of the
date of this order, regulations in the Federal
Acquisition Regulation to provide for inclu-
sion of the contract clause in Federal solicita-
tions and contracts subject to this Executive
order.

Sec. 6. Judicial Review. Nothing in this
order is intended to provide a constitutional
or statutory interpretation of any kind and
it is not intended, and should not be con-
strued, to create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law by
a party against the United States, its agencies,
its officers, or its employs. This order is not
intended, however, to preclude judicial re-
view of final decisions by the Secretary of
Labor in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. 701 et seq.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 20, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:13 p.m., October 21, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 24.

Proclamation 6747—United Nations
Day, 1994
October 20, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In this era of extraordinary change, it is

increasingly important that we honor the up-
lifting principles of the United Nations Char-
ter by working tirelessly to bring them closer
to reality. Such commitment is especially ap-
propriate as we mark the 49th anniversary
of the founding of the United Nations and
look forward to beginning its second half-
century of service.

Throughout the past year, the United Na-
tions has not wavered in its efforts to safe-
guard international peace and security. The
U.N. Special Commission in Iraq has made
progress toward finding and destroying
weapons of mass destruction and working to
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establish a long-term monitoring mechanism.
The U.N. has mobilized one of the largest
refugee assistance programs in history in re-
sponse to the humanitarian disaster in Rwan-
da and is working to bring to justice those
guilty of atrocities. United Nations humani-
tarian relief efforts in Bosnia have continued
despite the most trying of circumstances. The
U.N. demobilization and repatriation pro-
gram in Mozambique has helped to end that
nation’s long and bitter conflict.

While much of humanity advances to-
gether toward a bright future of political and
economic pluralism, some parts of the world
remain mired in failed ideologies or racked
by cultural, religious, and ethnic divisions. As
these regions endanger international security
by their refugee flows and other trans-border
impacts, multilateral cooperation has become
more important than ever before.

That cooperation is particularly vital in Af-
rica. After years of U.N. support, the people
of South Africa finally have eradicated the
apartheid system and installed a democratic
and nonracial government of national unity.
The growing number of conflicts elsewhere
in Africa is in stark contrast to that success.
In the end, the disputing parties must solve
their own differences, but the U.N. continues
to promote reconciliation and peace in
Rwanda, Burundi, Somalia, Angola, Liberia,
Sudan, and Mozambique.

One of the most vital roles of the U.N.
is in humanitarian affairs. During the past
year, the U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights has played an important part
in calling attention to violations of inter-
national humanitarian law. The U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees has worked hard
to reduce the suffering of those forced from
their own homes by strife.

The growing number and complexity of
U.N. peacekeeping operations pose new
challenges. In the past year, the United
States has worked with the U.N. to improve
the U.N. system’s effectiveness and effi-
ciency. The recent creation of an inspector
general function—the Office of Internal
Oversight Services—was an important step
toward strengthening the management of
U.N. operations. We look forward to the
adoption of a system for financing U.N.

peacekeeping operations that does not place
undue burdens on any one nation.

As the United States works with the U.N.
to improve operations, we must rededicate
ourselves to promoting diplomacy and crisis
prevention in areas of potential conflict. In
this regard, the U.N. now has an opportunity
to build on the recent breakthroughs in the
Middle East peace process by providing tan-
gible support for implementing the agree-
ments.

The United States firmly supports the
U.N. efforts to meet global challenges in the
area of sustainable development. The U.N.
has engaged in a broad spectrum of activities
to implement Agenda 21 and other outcomes
of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio. The U.N.
Commission on Sustainable Development
continues to work on global health and envi-
ronmental issues. In September, the U.N.
Conference on Population and Development
in Cairo addressed a comprehensive popu-
lation growth strategy that includes edu-
cation and economic opportunity for women.
United Nations agencies such as the U.N.
Development Program, U.N. Children’s
Fund, World Health Organization, and the
Food and Agriculture Organization continue
to make significant strides in improving basic
health, increasing global food production,
and alleviating poverty for all of the peoples
of the Earth.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, October
24, 1994, as ‘‘United Nations Day’’ and urge
all Americans to acquaint themselves with
the activities and accomplishments of the
United Nations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:40 p.m., October 24, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 21, and
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it will be published in the Federal Register on
October 26.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 15
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Stratford, CT.
In the afternoon, they traveled to Miami,

FL, where they attended a fundraiser for
senatorial candidate Hugh Rodham.

October 16
In the early morning, the President re-

turned to Washington, DC.

October 17
In the morning, while on Air Force One

en route to Albquerque, NM, the President
had telephone conversations with King Hus-
sein of Jordan and Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin of Israel to congratulate them on the
Israel-Jordan peace treaty and with Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl of Germany to offer con-
gratulations on his victory in Germany’s na-
tional election.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Latino leaders at the Albuquerque Conven-
tion Center. Following the meeting, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President has accepted the invitation of King
Hussein of Jordan and Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin of Israel to participate in the
signing ceremony for the Israel-Jordan peace
treaty on October 26.

October 18
In the evening, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended the Democratic National
Committee Jewish Leadership Forum dinner
at the Corcoran Gallery of Art.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Jewell Jackson McCabe to be a

member of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Council.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Robert H. McKinney to be a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Credit
Standards Advisory Committee.

October 19
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

New York City where he attended a congres-
sional fundraiser. In the evening, he traveled
to Boston, MA.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of George F. Dixon to the Federal Ad-
visory Committee on Greenhouse Gas Emis-
sions From Personal Motor Vehicles.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lori L. Zande as a member of the
Architectural and Transportation Barriers
Compliance Board.

October 20
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC.
The President announced his intention to

appoint Steven Pennoyer as U.S. Commis-
sioner of the North Pacific Anadromous Fish
Commission (NPAFC) and as U.S. Commis-
sioner of the International Pacific Halibut
Commission (IPHC).

October 21
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended a fundraising breakfast for
senatorial candidate Hugh Rodham at the
International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers building.

In the afternoon, the President held a
news conference in the East Room.

In the evening, the President attended the
Kennedy-King dinner at the Radisson Hotel
in Alexandria, VA.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released October 15

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s telephone con-
versation with Prime Minister Rabin of Israel
on the death of Nahshon Waxman

Released October 17

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s telephone con-
versation with King Hussein of Jordan and
Prime Minister Rabin of Israel on the Israel-
Jordan peace treaty

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s telephone con-
versation with Chancellor Kohl of Germany
offering congratulations on the German elec-
tion

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s acceptance of the
invitation to participate in the signing of the
Israel-Jordan peace treaty

Announcement of legislation signed by the
President

Released October 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Myers

Transcript of a press briefing by Ambassador
Robert Gallucci on the nuclear agreement
with North Korea

Announcement of legislation signed by the
President

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s Report on Immi-
gration

Released October 19

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers announcing that Counsel to the Presi-
dent Abner Mikva received a subpoena from

the Independent Counsel investigating Sec-
retary of Agriculture Mike Espy

Announcement of legislation signed by the
President

Released October 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Sec-
retary of Education Madeleine Kunin and
Deputy Assistant to the President for Eco-
nomic Policy Gene Sperling

Transcript of a press briefing by Ambassador
Dennis Rosa, State Department Special Co-
ordinator, and Martin Indyk, Special Assist-
ant to the President for Near East, on the
President’s trip to the Middle East

Released October 21

Announcement of legislation signed by the
President

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved October 18

S. 2406 / Public Law 103–369
Satellite Home Viewer Act of 1994

S.J. Res. 220 / Public Law 103–370
To designate October 19, 1994, as ‘‘National
Mammography Day’’

H.R. 810 / Private Law 103–5
For the relief of Elizabeth M. Hill

Approved October 19

H.R. 1520 / Public Law 103–371
Petroleum Marketing Practices Act Amend-
ments of 1994

H.R. 2826 / Public Law 103–372
To provide for an investigation of the where-
abouts of the United States citizens and oth-
ers who have been missing from Cyprus since
1974

H.R. 2902 / Public Law 103–373
Federal Payment Reauthorization Act of
1994
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H.R. 3485 / Public Law 103–374
To authorize appropriations for carrying out
the Earthquake Hazards Reduction Act of
1977 for fiscal years 1995 and 1996

H.R. 4308 / Public Law 103–375
North American Wetlands Conservation Act
Amendments of 1994

H.R. 4379 / Public Law 103–376
Farm Credit System Agricultural Export and
Risk Management Act

H.R. 4653 / Public Law 103–377
Mohegan Nation of Connecticut Land
Claims Settlement Act of 1994

H.R. 5155 / Public Law 103–378
To authorize the transfer of naval vessels to
certain foreign countries

H.J. Res. 401 / Public Law 103–379
Designating the months of March 1995 and
March 1996 as ‘‘Irish-American Heritage
Month’’

H.J. Res. 417 / Public Law 103–380
Providing for temporary extension of the ap-
plication of the final paragraph of section 10
of the Railway Labor Act with respect to the
dispute between the Soo Line Railroad Com-
pany and certain of its employees

S. 2475 / Public Law 103–381
African Conflict Resolution Act

Approved October 20

H.R. 6 / Public Law 103–382
Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994

S. 922 / Public Law 103–383
Full Faith and Credit for Child Support Or-
ders Act
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