
2171Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Oct. 27

it occurred, whether in the bus incident or
in Hebron. So we did discuss it in that con-
text.

I am here because I believe strongly that
the best way to bring an end to terrorism
in this part of the world is to achieve a com-
prehensive peace. And I believe we should
keep working at it until we get the job done.

Q. President Clinton, you said many times
that achieving a progress on the Syrian track
is the basis for achieving a just and com-
prehensive peace in the region. And inci-
dents have shown that the stalemate in this
track now is caused by the rejection of Israel
to fully withdraw from the Golan and from
the south of Lebanon. Do you believe, Mr.
President, that it is possible to overcome this
obstacle during this visit of yours to Syria?
Thank you.

President Clinton. No, I don’t believe
we’ll announce a peace treaty on this visit.
I don’t believe we will finish the job on this
visit. I do know we have made some progress
here, and I expect to make some progress
in Israel.

I believe, and I have told all the parties
in the Middle East this, that we should build
on what has happened and try to accelerate
this peace process, not slow it down.

The people of Israel have been shaken by
the incidents in the last couple of weeks. But
I also think they must have been lifted up
by the signing yesterday with Jordan. And
they also should have been encouraged by
President Asad’s speech to the Parliament,
by Foreign Minister Shara’s interview on
Israeli television, by the statement President
Asad made here today.

So no, I wish we were signing a peace trea-
ty on this trip. We won’t do it, but we are
making progress.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 76th news conference
began at 12:55 p.m. in the Great Hall at the Presi-
dential Palace. In his remarks, President Clinton
referred to Dennis B. Ross, Special Middle East
Coordinator, and Foreign Minister Farouk al-
Shara of Syria. President Asad spoke in Arabic,
and his remarks were translated by an interpreter.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of this news conference.

Proclamation 6750—Veterans Day,
1994
October 27, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, we set aside November 11 to

honor the men and women who have served
in our Nation’s Armed Forces. Their stories
are not only of past glory and current sac-
rifice; their lasting contributions are to our
future as well. Their deeds and dedication
assure us and the generations to come that
America’s great promise of freedom and hap-
piness will endure and flourish.

Fifty years ago on this day, American
forces of World War II were pushing the
enemy back across the European continent,
liberating hundreds of thousands along the
way. These heroic Americans fought to win
the peace, not just for themselves and for
their Nation, but for oppressed millions in
many lands.

The world has changed tremendously
since then. Today, the international role of
the United States has evolved from peace-
maker to peacekeeper. And still we call upon
our Armed Forces to serve our Nation and
to defend the cause of freedom everywhere.
Our men and women in uniform understand
that the ideals of democracy and self-deter-
mination are larger than any single nation.
The blood of Americans spilled on battle-
fields from Normandy to Korea to Vietnam
and the vigilant defense of freedom through-
out the Cold War have taught us a lasting
lesson: America can only rest secure when
every individual knows liberty and all nations
live at peace.

It is an extraordinary person who is willing
to step in harm’s way to protect others. Our
Nation has always been blessed with an
abundance of such men and women. We owe
our veterans an inestimable debt of gratitude.
On this day, we recognize how much they
have done, and are doing, to make a better,
safer tomorrow for all of us.

In order that we may pay due tribute to
those who have served in our Armed Forces,
the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a))
that November 11 of each year shall be set
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aside as a legal public holiday to honor Amer-
ica’s veterans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, November 11,
1994, as ‘‘Veterans Day.’’ I urge all Ameri-
cans to honor the resolution and commit-
ment of our veterans through appropriate
public ceremonies and private prayers. I call
upon Federal, State, and local government
officials to display the flag of the United
States and to encourage and participate in
patriotic activities in their communities. I in-
vite civic and fraternal organizations, places
of worship, schools, businesses, unions, and
the media to support this national observance
with suitable commemorative expressions
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of Federal Register, 11:19
a.m., October 28, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 31.

Proclamation 6751—Thanksgiving
Day, 1994
October 27, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the end of another year draws closer,

we are again filled with thankfulness for the
blessings of a fruitful land. For more than
200 years, Americans have welcomed au-
tumn’s harvest with gratitude and goodwill.
On Thanksgiving Day, we set aside our daily
routines to acknowledge the bounty and
mercy of Divine Providence. With full hearts,
we bask in the warmth of family and commu-
nity gatherings, and we reflect on the chal-
lenge, responsibility, and privilege that are
ours as citizens of these United States.

It is our great fortune to live in a country
of abundance and promise—a land of free-
dom for all. Still only a few generations re-
moved from our Nation’s founders, we con-
tinue to blaze a trail toward stability and jus-
tice. Aspiring to lift ourselves closer to God’s
grace, we remain determined to ease the pain
of the many people who know only poverty
and despair. Clearly, ours is an unfinished
journey.

Our destination must be to create the
means for every one of us to prosper, to enjoy
sound education, meaningful work experi-
ence, protective health care, and personal se-
curity. It is our responsibility to prompt the
national conscience so that by fostering vir-
tue, wisdom, and moral values, we rejoice
in our growth as a people.

Our challenge is to give assistance and en-
couragement that are equitable and just and
that alleviate human suffering. Our respon-
sibility is to nurture the processes of peace
and equal human rights everywhere with
compassion and concern. And like other pio-
neers before us, it is our privilege to be able
to aim toward lofty goals.

Across this land as people gather together
with loved ones to savor the bounty of the
Thanksgiving Holiday, I invite each family,
each religious congregation, each community
and city, to celebrate your experience of the
American heritage. Reach out in friendship
and cooperation to the people of your home-
town. Take responsibility for bringing har-
mony and hope, peace and prosperity to all
of the inhabitants of our world. Share the
privileges of freedom and the challenge of
working for a better world.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No-
vember 24, 1994, as a National Day of
Thanksgiving. I urge the citizens of this great
Nation to continue this beloved tradition and
to strengthen it by gathering in their homes
and places of worship to express their heart-
felt gratitude for the many blessings of our
lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
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