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aside as a legal public holiday to honor Amer-
ica’s veterans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Friday, November 11,
1994, as ‘‘Veterans Day.’’ I urge all Ameri-
cans to honor the resolution and commit-
ment of our veterans through appropriate
public ceremonies and private prayers. I call
upon Federal, State, and local government
officials to display the flag of the United
States and to encourage and participate in
patriotic activities in their communities. I in-
vite civic and fraternal organizations, places
of worship, schools, businesses, unions, and
the media to support this national observance
with suitable commemorative expressions
and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of Federal Register, 11:19
a.m., October 28, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 31.

Proclamation 6751—Thanksgiving
Day, 1994
October 27, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the end of another year draws closer,

we are again filled with thankfulness for the
blessings of a fruitful land. For more than
200 years, Americans have welcomed au-
tumn’s harvest with gratitude and goodwill.
On Thanksgiving Day, we set aside our daily
routines to acknowledge the bounty and
mercy of Divine Providence. With full hearts,
we bask in the warmth of family and commu-
nity gatherings, and we reflect on the chal-
lenge, responsibility, and privilege that are
ours as citizens of these United States.

It is our great fortune to live in a country
of abundance and promise—a land of free-
dom for all. Still only a few generations re-
moved from our Nation’s founders, we con-
tinue to blaze a trail toward stability and jus-
tice. Aspiring to lift ourselves closer to God’s
grace, we remain determined to ease the pain
of the many people who know only poverty
and despair. Clearly, ours is an unfinished
journey.

Our destination must be to create the
means for every one of us to prosper, to enjoy
sound education, meaningful work experi-
ence, protective health care, and personal se-
curity. It is our responsibility to prompt the
national conscience so that by fostering vir-
tue, wisdom, and moral values, we rejoice
in our growth as a people.

Our challenge is to give assistance and en-
couragement that are equitable and just and
that alleviate human suffering. Our respon-
sibility is to nurture the processes of peace
and equal human rights everywhere with
compassion and concern. And like other pio-
neers before us, it is our privilege to be able
to aim toward lofty goals.

Across this land as people gather together
with loved ones to savor the bounty of the
Thanksgiving Holiday, I invite each family,
each religious congregation, each community
and city, to celebrate your experience of the
American heritage. Reach out in friendship
and cooperation to the people of your home-
town. Take responsibility for bringing har-
mony and hope, peace and prosperity to all
of the inhabitants of our world. Share the
privileges of freedom and the challenge of
working for a better world.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, No-
vember 24, 1994, as a National Day of
Thanksgiving. I urge the citizens of this great
Nation to continue this beloved tradition and
to strengthen it by gathering in their homes
and places of worship to express their heart-
felt gratitude for the many blessings of our
lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
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and ninety-four, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:20 a.m., October 28, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
October 27, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

In light of the crisis on the Iraqi-Kuwaiti
border that began in early October, this re-
port begins with a brief account of the Iraqi
provocation and U.S. responses through the
U.N. Security Council vote of October 15.
Subsequent developments in this crisis will
be covered in the next report.

Iraq’s recent behavior with respect to Ku-
wait has shown the world that it has not
changed its threatening ways and cannot be
trusted. In early October 1994, elements of
the Hammurabi Division of the elite Iraqi
Republican Guard were detected relocating
to positions at Shaihah airfield in southern
Iraq. This was the southern most deployment
of Republican Guard forces since the 1990–
1991 Gulf War. By October 8, the 15th
Mechanized Brigade of the Hammurabi Di-
vision had deployed to approximately 20 kilo-
meters from the Kuwait border. Its artillery
assets were oriented south toward Kuwait.
At the same time, the Al Nida Division of
the Republican Guard began moving from
the Mosul rail yard and the Baghdad area
to positions in southern Iraq. All these units
were fully equipped with ammunition, food,
and fuel, leading us to conclude that this was
no mere exercise.

By October 8, these troop movements,
combined with forces already in southern

Iraq, brought Iraqi troop strength in south-
ern Iraq to 64,000, organized into 8 divisions.
By October 9, indications were present that
logistic sites were being established in the
vicinity of these deployments. Iraqi move-
ments to the south continued, and by Octo-
ber 11, it was assessed that Iraq would be
capable of launching an attack by October
13.

This provocation required a strong re-
sponse. Accordingly, on October 8, 1994, I
ordered the immediate deployment of addi-
tional U.S. military forces to the Persian
Gulf. These deployments included the USS
George Washington Carrier Battle Group
and its accompanying cruise missile ships, a
U.S. Marine Corps Expeditionary Unit, a
U.S. Army Mechanized Task Force, and per-
sonnel to operate two additional Patriot mis-
sile batteries. On October 10, I further or-
dered the deployment of over 500 U.S. Air
Force and Marine Corps combat and sup-
porting aircraft to the region.

In response to these measures, the Iraqi
government began ordering its forces to
move to positions in the rear, around
Nasariyah and Qalat Salih, north of Basra,
but still within several hours of the Kuwaiti
border. Had these forces remained deployed
around Nasariyah, it would have constituted
a significant enhancement of Iraq’s capabili-
ties in southern Iraq. By October 15, there
were clear indications that most Iraqi forces
that had been moved south since late Sep-
tember were being redeployed to their origi-
nal locations. On October 15, 1994, the inter-
national community also demonstrated its
strong resolve regarding this latest provo-
cation when it passed unanimously U.N. Se-
curity Council Resolution (UNSCR) 949,
which condemned Iraq’s provocative behav-
ior and demanded that Iraq immediately
withdraw the units deployed in the south to
their original positions, not utilize its forces
to threaten its neighbors or U.N. operations,
not redeploy or enhance its military capacity
in southern Iraq, and cooperate fully with
U.N. Special Commission (UNSCOM).

As this recent episode shows, we continue
to witness an Iraq that has failed to dem-
onstrate its readiness to comply with the will
of the international community. We will con-
tinue to insist that Iraq not threaten its neigh-
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