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NOTE: This item was not received in time for in-
clusion in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prince Bandar in
Hafal-Batin, Saudi Arabia
October 28, 1994

King Abdul-Aziz Medal
Q. Your Majesty, would you care to tell

us what the decoration was, what its purpose
was, Prince Bandar?

Prince Bandar. This is the highest medal
in the kingdom, that His Majesty awarded
the President for his gratitude for the Presi-
dent of the United States of America and
the people of the United States.

The President. You all are holding up
well?

Q. No, are you?
Q. What are you going to do with all your

medals now? Put them in your library?
The President. No, I’m going to wear

them to my press conference and hope that
I’ll get more respect. [Laughter] I’ll just wait
until a difficult question arises, and I will put
it on and hope it serves as a shield.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:43 p.m. at the
Royal Compound Reception Hall. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6752—The Year of
Gospel Music, 1994
October 28, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Born in the soul of America’s churches,

Gospel music is an integral part of liturgy
and spirituality in parishes from Atlanta to
Dallas, Detroit to Baton Rouge, the heart of
New York City to the smallest hamlets of our
country. It is a music of the people, one that
has provided hope and inspiration for gen-
erations of Americans.

Gospel music has come to influence sing-
ers and composers of all popular forms, in-

cluding jazz, the blues, and soul music. The
rhythm and expressiveness—the very feel-
ing—has become an important part of our
culture and a vital part of our heritage.

Our Nation owes a great debt of gratitude
to those who preserve and bring to life Gos-
pel music in our churches, in recordings, in
concerts, and through the media. It is in our
national interest to promote and support
Gospel music so that generations to come
may enjoy and appreciate it. In so doing, we
will gain a greater understanding of the
breadth and vitality of the human spirit and
its indomitable faith as it is expressed
through the beauty of song.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
157, has designated the year of 1994 as ‘‘The
Year of Gospel Music’’ and has authorized
and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this year.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the year of 1994 as The
Year of Gospel Music. I urge all Americans
to celebrate Gospel music with appropriate
ceremonies and activities and to reflect on
the role that this music has in reinvigorating
and renewing our souls and our commu-
nities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:40 p.m., October 28, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 1. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on Returning From the
Middle East
October 29, 1994

Thank you very much, and good morning.
Less than 24 hours ago, I stood with the
brave men and women of our Armed Forces
stationed at Tactical Assembly Area Liberty
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in the desert sands of Kuwait. I went there
to express my pride and the pride I know
all Americans share in the job our military
is doing to protect our interests in the Persian
Gulf.

Our troops are living in difficult condi-
tions. But I saw in their faces the pride they
have in their work and the work of our coali-
tion partners. And I can tell all Americans,
their morale is high and they are prepared
and ready to do their job, to do what they
must to stand up for freedom. Anyone who
doubts it should go and see what I saw in
the sands of Kuwait.

I also wish that all Americans could have
been with me in the Wadi Araba, on the bor-
der between Israel and Jordan. There, in the
middle of the Great Rift Valley, soldiers of
the nations of Israel and Jordan reached
across 47 years of hostility to shake hands
in a true, genuine gesture of reconciliation,
just as their leaders found the courage to sign
a peace treaty, a crucial step on the road to
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East.
Israel and Jordan looked to America to help
them to make peace. And they, and other
nations in the Middle East, look to America
as we travel the difficult road ahead, until
we achieve peace throughout the Middle
East.

And I said in every one of the six nations
I visited, the United States will continue to
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with those who
seek the peace, with those who take risks for
peace, with those who stand up for change
in the face of terrorists and extremists who
seek to destroy the peace by killing the inno-
cent. They cannot, they must not, they will
not succeed. They are the past; the peace-
makers are the future.

My trip to the Middle East is a reminder
that we live in times when the spirit of Amer-
ica, our freedom, our vitality, our strength,
our respect for others, our commitment to
the future, this is a driving force in the lives
of millions and millions of peace-loving peo-
ple all around the world. That is why we’re
trusted to support the people of the Middle
East and the people from South Africa to
Haiti to Northern Ireland to the former So-
viet Union in their courageous efforts to es-
cape the shackles of the past and realize their
dreams for tomorrow.

Our efforts in these places, of course, also
advance our own interests, for their successes
strengthen our security and promise us more
prosperity in a world that daily grows more
interdependent.

As we support others in renewing them-
selves, we must continue the work of renewal
here at home. For the source of our ability
to lead beyond our borders is the strength
of the American dream in the minds and
hearts of our own people. In every commu-
nity, every school, every workplace, we must
deal with the changes and challenges, with
the great problems and the much greater
promise of the times in which we live. We
must turn from the past and embrace the
future, a future where ordinary Americans
build strong families with good jobs and safe
communities, served by a Government that
neither interferes with our lives nor walks
away from us but empowers us and chal-
lenges us to make the most of our God-given
potential.

That is exactly what we have begun to do
here. We’ve made a start in putting Govern-
ment on the side of ordinary Americans, cre-
ating jobs and stimulating growth, in building
a world more secure, more free, more pros-
perous for ourselves and for our children.

Like people all over the world who are
drawing on our strength and our spirit to
make their dreams real, we Americans must
renew our own faith in the greatness and un-
limited potential of our country. We must
keep moving forward here at home with no
thought of turning back. I have looked into
the faces of millions of people elsewhere. I
have seen how much they love our country,
how much they share our dreams. We must
do that as well.

Thank you all for coming out this morning.
It’s been an exciting trip, but it’s great to
be home.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:08 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

The President’s Radio Address
October 29, 1994

Good morning. This week I’m speaking to
you from Tactical Assembly Area Liberty in
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