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They’re not even ashamed of it. I’d feel bet-
ter if they were a little ashamed of it. He’s
the same fellow that says they’re going to gut
the farm prices.

Well, he did what they told him to—they
did what he told them to do on health care.
You ask Tom Harkin. At the end of the last
session of the Congress, they killed campaign
finance reform; they killed lobbying reform;
they killed the Superfund legislation to clean
up toxic waste dumps. That was amazing.
Wasn’t anybody in America against it—
[laughter]—except slightly more than 40 Re-
publican Senators and the House leadership.
We have the chemical companies, the labor
unions, and the Sierra Club for it. You
couldn’t get them to agree on when the Sun’s
coming up tomorrow. [Laughter] But they
wanted us to do this, but they would have
rather left the poison in the ground than let
Tom Harkin and Neal Smith come home and
say, ‘‘We helped to clean it up.’’

Now, folks, we have a fundamental choice
here: whether we’re going to vote for people
to assume responsibility and roll up their
sleeves and do what Americans have always
done or people that sit around and point the
finger, whether we’re going to vote for hope
over fear, whether we’re going to keep going
forward or turn back.

I want you to imagine on a Tuesday every
American is sitting at home looking at their
television and the movie on the television is
the story of America. And on election day
every American’s got the remote control in
his or her hand. You can push forward. You
can push fast forward if you want to—[laugh-
ter]—or you can push reverse. Now, that’s
what it is.

And when Tom Harkin asks you to go out
between now and election day and call your
friends on the phone, I think you ought to
go out and find people who haven’t made
up their mind in this Governor’s race and
these other races and have a cup of coffee
with them, and sit down and say, ‘‘Listen,
I understand you’re mad, you’re cynical, and
you’re upset.’’ The first thing you try to teach
your kids as soon as they’re old enough to
understand it is never to make a decision
when you’re mad. How many parents, how
many times have you said to your child, ‘‘If
you’re really mad, count to 10 before you

say or do anything’’? How many times have
every one of us made a mistake in this room
because we said or did something before we
got to four? [Laughter] What the Repub-
licans want is for you to get to one and go
out in a snit and vote for them. And what
you can do as a friend and a neighbor is to
say, ‘‘Look, you’ve got the remote control in
your hand. Push forward! Vote for Bonnie
Campbell. Vote for your children. Vote for
hope. Vote for tomorrow.’’

This is a great country. If we only saw our-
selves as others see us, we would know that.
This is a very great country. Thank you, and
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. in the Hotel
Savery. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on Employment Statistics
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Duluth, Minnesota
November 4, 1994

The President. Good morning, everyone.
I have always thought the best social policy
was a good job. And with our national eco-
nomic strategy that was adopted last year by
Congress, we have been creating millions of
those jobs.

Today we can see that in the report that
the Nation’s unemployment rate has fallen
to 5.8 percent, its lowest level in 4 years. And
while we still have more work to do to make
this economy, work for all Americans, it’s
clear that progress has been made. While we
have been shrinking the Government and re-
ducing the deficit, America has been growing
the economy. More than 5 million new jobs
have been created in the last 21 months,
more jobs in high-wage industries this year
alone than in the previous 5 years combined.

Had we listened to the doubters, this
progress never would have been made.
Those who opposed our economic plan ar-
gued that growth would stall, that jobs would
be lost, that the deficit would go up. They
were plain wrong. We have delivered what
the American people have long wanted:
lower deficits, $100 billion lower than pre-
dicted; strong growth, nearly 4 percent a year
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since I assumed office; and with the new revi-
sion, over 5 million jobs, 5 times as many
per month as were created in the previous
administration.

Of course the real heroes in all this are
the American people, the workers and their
firms who have made America the most com-
petitive economy in the world, the heroes in
the auto industries whose facilities are filled
today with more workers than they’ve had
since 1979. And for the first time since 1979,
American automobile companies have out-
sold their Japanese competitors all around
the world. The heroes are the people who
are working full-time, even though they live
on modest wages.

This improving employment picture is, in
short, a credit to the hard work and the re-
sponsibility and the productivity of working
Americans, as well as to the partnership that
our Government has established with the pri-
vate sector. We have to continue with this
economic policy that puts people first. It is
working.

Social Security
Q. Mr. President, Haley Barbour says

you’re telling a big, bald-faced lie when you
say the Republicans intend to cut Social Se-
curity benefits, sir. Are you playing fair? Are
you telling the truth?

The President. Well, why don’t you ask
Mr. Barbour what his position is? They want
to have it all ways. They’re out here now run-
ning ads criticizing this economic plan, which
has plainly played a role in this terrific recov-
ery we have. They’re playing to the worst in-
stincts of the American people.

With their contract, what have they tried
to do? They have made one trillion dollars’
worth of promises. Now, you don’t have to
take my word for it; look at the study done
by the House Budget Committee. Mr.
Barbour has the following options if they in-
tend to keep their promise—huge tax cuts,
spending increases, balance the budget. The
following are his options: You can cut every-
thing 20 percent across the board, which is
a $2,000-a-person-a-year Social Security cut.
If you say, well, I don’t want to cut Social
Security, then you cut everything else 30 per-
cent across the board, including Medicare.
You devastate Medicare, veterans benefits,

the agriculture programs, and much of the
other good things done by the National Gov-
ernment.

Of course, there’s always the possibility
that Haley Barbour’s right, they’re just going
to deliver the goodies and forget about pay-
ing for them, in which case you go right back
to the 1980’s, exploding deficits, shipping our
jobs overseas, putting our economy in the
ditch. This economy is growing. We are mov-
ing in the right direction because we have
played on America’s strengths. I’m interested
in making this country strong; they’re inter-
ested in talking tough and acting weak. And
their weakness made this economy weak.
They were weak when they were in office.
They were weak; they let this deficit get out
of control. They stopped investing in our fu-
ture. They didn’t expand trade as they should
have. They behaved in a weak fashion. They
talked tough; they played to the fears of the
American people. They are very, very good
at it. But they did not build America’s
strength. I’m interested in this country being
strong at home with good jobs, strong fami-
lies, safe streets, and strong abroad. And that
is what this election ought to be about.

Midterm Elections

Q. Mr. President, in these final days be-
fore the election, you’re focusing in on Min-
nesota and Michigan, California, Washington
State. But you’re avoiding a lot of other
States where there are some very close con-
tests, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Florida.
Why aren’t you going to those States instead
of coming to these States twice?

The President. First of all, I’m going
where I think I can do the most good. Sec-
ondly, in Tennessee, the Vice President, who
is from Tennessee, has been there and is
going back and is spending a lot of time.
We’re practicing division of labor. I’ve been
to Florida; I’ve done, I think, all the good
I can do there. I also think, in the Federal
races, I can have more impact than in the
State races. So I’m doing the best I can with
the limited time we have. I have a vigorous
schedule. We’re going back to Michigan.
We’re going to try to make one or two other
States, too, before the end. But I’m doing
what I think is most important.
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Secondly, I believe that thanks to you, all
of you, that wherever I go the most important
thing is to get the message out, get the mes-
sage to the American people that we have
made a good beginning in these last 21
months, that we are dealing with problems
that accumulated for years before I took of-
fice, that I don’t pretend that we have solved
all the problems. I know there are still things
to do, but we ought to keep going forward,
not turn back. That message goes across
America no matter where I am.

Michael and Alexander Smith

Q. Mr. President, the Nation has been
stunned by the news of the deaths of these
two children in South Carolina. Do you have
any reflections on that this morning?

The President. Well, I think like every
American, especially every parent, I have fol-
lowed this gripping incident, and it’s been
a heartbreaking thing. I think today what I
would like to do is to say a word of encour-
agement to the people of Union, the people
of the community, beginning with the sheriff
and all the law enforcement officials, all the
children who prayed, all the people who
worked to try to recover those children.

It is very important that they not, in any
way, feel that their efforts are diminished.
The American people looked on them with
enormous admiration, the way they pulled
together across racial and other lines, the way
they tried to find those children, the way they
worked to get to an answer, the way they
prayed for the safety of the children. I just
don’t want them to believe that somehow
what the mother did in any way diminishes
the quality, the character, the courage of
what they did.

And so my thoughts and prayers are with
them today. And I would hope the American
people would feel that way as well. I think
we were all moved and deeply impressed by
how that community responded, and this
awful turn of events cannot undermine that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Holiday Inn. In his remarks, he referred to Haley
Barbour, Republican National Committee chair-
man.

Interview With Jim Dunbar of KGO
Radio, San Francisco, California
November 4, 1994

Jim Dunbar. Good morning, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. How are you?

Health Care Reform
Mr. Dunbar. I’m Jim Dunbar, and I’m

just fine. And it’s a privilege having the op-
portunity to talk to you. I’ve got a couple
of questions that I hope you haven’t heard
thus far this morning.

Yesterday it was announced that the First
Lady was stepping aside as the administra-
tion’s main point person on health care re-
form. Sir, is this a concession on your part
that maybe she was just a little too visible
in her efforts to get the health care package
through Congress?

The President. No. I don’t think that’s
right at all. What happened, I think—keep
in mind, we took this health care debate fur-
ther than it had ever been taken in American
history. For 60 years, Presidents have tried
to solve the health care problem, to secure
the health insurance of people who had it,
and to cover—help people who didn’t and
to bring costs in line. And for 60 years, they
failed because of the power of the organized
health care interests. This is the first time
we ever got a bill to both Houses of the Con-
gress. We could have passed the bill this year
if the Republicans had been willing to work
with us in a bipartisan manner. But they
abandoned their commitment to health care
reform and decided to play politics with it
instead.

Mr. Dunbar. Are you going to let it rest
for awhile, or are you going to go right back
at it?

The President. No, we’re going to try to—
what I have to do now is to figure out how
we can go at it in a way that will make our
plan less vulnerable to the $200 million or
so that was spent to characterize it as a big
Government plan that reduces choices for
people who have health insurance. The truth
is, our plan lets you keep what you have. It
relies on private insurance, not the Govern-
ment, and it protects people from losing their
insurance. It covers people who don’t. And

VerDate 14-MAY-98 09:18 May 28, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00076 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P44NO4.004 INET03


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T14:09:24-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




