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to the folks. I’ve given a lot of thought to
it; it’s a great challenge. But in a democracy,
even if you do something, if people don’t
know it, it doesn’t quite register until they
begin personally to benefit.

Ms. Stern. Mr. President, the campaign
trail is beckoning, I’m sure. And thank you
for joining us on WBZ News Radio here in
Boston.

The President. Thank you. I enjoyed it.
Ms. Stern. Let’s do it again.
The President. Goodbye.

Note: The interview began at 4:42 p.m. The Presi-
dent spoke by telephone from the Rhode Island
Convention Center in Providence, RI. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Interview With WDIA Radio,
Memphis, Tennessee
November 2, 1994

Q. WDIA here in Memphis, Tennessee.
We have President Bill Clinton live and on
the radio with you.

Good afternoon, Mr. President.
The President. Good afternoon. How are

you?
Q. I’m just fine, thank you.
Q. W.C. Brown is joining me here, and

we’re glad that you’re joining us here by
phone in Memphis. And we have a few ques-
tions we’d like to ask you, but first we’d like
to give you an opportunity to make a state-
ment.

The President. Well, first, it’s good to be
talking with you and to have a chance to visit
with you so close to this election. The mes-
sage I want to get out is that with all of our
challenges in America, we’re in better shape
than we were 21 months ago. We’re rebuild-
ing the economy. We have more jobs; we
have a lower unemployment rate; we’ve got
more high-wage jobs coming into the econ-
omy. We’re doing things for ordinary Amer-
ican families: the Family and Medical Leave
Act, tax breaks for 15 million working fami-
lies to keep them out of poverty, immuniza-
tion for our children, more Head Start. We’re
doing things to support education: expanded
college loans and apprenticeship programs
for young people who don’t go on to college.

We’ve supported African-American edu-
cational programs especially strongly, and
we’ll continue to do that. We’ve supported
the kinds of things that will move this country
forward. We’ve taken steps to help commu-
nities deal with the crime problem, not just
with more police and the Brady bill, the as-
sault weapons ban but also with prevention
programs for our communities so that we can
help our young people live a more positive
life. So we’re moving in the right direction.

The Republicans offer a contract that
would take us back to the trickle-down
Reaganomics era of the 1980’s where we ex-
plode the deficit, move our jobs overseas, and
have the risk of big cuts in programs that
are important to all Americans, like Medicare
and Social Security. We need to keep going
forward; we don’t want to go back. In order
to do that, in a place like Tennessee where
there are so many important elections—two
Senate races, all the Congress races, a big
Governor’s race—it’s important that people
go out and vote next Tuesday.

Crime Legislation
Q. That’s very true, Mr. President. The

crime bill is an issue that we talk here on
the talk show programs and in the news all
the time about. A lot of people are concerned
about the amount of money that’s earmarked
for the Midsouth area, the Memphis
Midsouth area, as well as whether or not the
crime bill is really going to be something that
can be effective here in the Midsouth or
whether it’s just another Band-Aid. What
would you say to that?

The President. I think it depends upon
what the people at the local community do
with it.

Q. Okay.
The President. It is the best crime bill,

in my judgment, that has been passed at least
in my lifetime. It gives the local communities
the ability to increase their police forces by
about 20 percent over the course of the next
5 years. It gives local communities the ability
to put more serious offenders behind bars.
It gives local communities the ability to have
prevention programs, education programs,
recreation programs, alternatives to impris-
onment for young people to give them a bet-
ter chance at a better future. But all of this
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depends on what local people do. The Presi-
dent, the Congress, we can’t fight crime on
the streets; all we can do is give you the tools
to make the most of it. But if your churches,
your community groups, your community po-
lice forces, if they make the most of this, it
will lower crime and reduce violence.

White House Attacks
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Also, there

have been two attacks on the White House
itself recently.

Q. You would bring that up.
Q. I would have to bring that up. I haven’t

heard in the media you respond to those at-
tacks on the White House per se. How would
you respond to that? Would you say that that
is, as Rush Limbaugh, a friend of yours—
[laughter]—would say, is that the American
people being expressive through those peo-
ple who have enough nerve to go out and
do something about it? Or are these just idle
terrorist acts that are being done by people
who have lost it, shall we say?

The President. The first incident I think
was not even an attack. I think it was a stunt
that went awry. I think the man was plainly
just trying to land his plane there. The sec-
ond incident, we’ll have to see when all the
facts get in. But I believe the Secret Service
do a good job protecting me and our family,
and I feel great confidence in that. I just get
up every morning and do my job. I think
that every President knows there’s always
some chance that somebody will be out there
thinking about something like that; but it
doesn’t bother me much. I don’t think about
it; I just try to work with the Secret Service.
I think they do a good job, and I just go
on with my job.

Income Taxes
Q. Mr. President, this is W.C. Brown.

Would you talk just a little bit about tax
breaks? We hear that tax breaks are con-
tained in a bill that will help to benefit the
poor.

The President. Yes, our budget contained
tax cuts for 15 million families. And in Ten-
nessee, there were almost 20 times as many
people who got an income tax cut as who
got an income tax rate increase. Three hun-
dred and eighty-four thousand working fami-

lies in Tennessee, including a lot of them in
your listening area, got a tax cut because they
work full time, they have children in the
home, but their incomes are still modest. We
wanted to make absolutely sure that people
that work full-time with kids in the house
would not be in poverty. So we expanded
a program called the earned-income tax cred-
it, which not only reduces taxes but can get
people a refund on their taxes if their in-
comes are modest enough. It was the most
significant thing done in the last 20 years to
make the Tax Code fairer to working people.
I’m very proud of it and I think it’s not very
much understood, but it’s very, very impor-
tant to emphasize. Senator Sasser, Congress-
man Cooper, Congressman Ford, in your
area, these people stood up for the interest
of working people, and now they are being
pilloried in Tennessee in this election and
accused of raising taxes on average Ameri-
cans when in fact they cut taxes on almost
20 times as many Tennesseeans as had their
tax rates raised. And they ought to be sup-
ported for it, not criticized for it.

NCAA Basketball
Q. Mr. President, on a lighter note. We

here in the Midsouth area are also big fans
of your favorite team, the Arkansas Razor-
backs——

The President. Boy, they’re good, aren’t
they?

Q. ——the NCAA championship team.
And of course, we know you’re good friends
with Nolan Richardson. What would you
have to say about the team this year, their
chances in repeating? And we have a game
coming up in Memphis at the Pyramid pretty
soon. Would you be thinking about visiting
Memphis and probably supporting your
team?

The President. Well, I’m looking at all the
basketball schedules, seeing if I can make any
of these games. Of course, they lost 2 of their
12 men on the team, but all the first 5 are
coming back. They had a good recruiting
year. He’s a great coach; they’re great kids.
I think they’ve got a good chance to repeat.
But it’s very, very difficult to repeat. There’s
a lot of talent out there, and when you get
to the end of the NCAA’s, one game and
you’re out. So it’s going to be tough, but
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they’re a great team. They’ve got a great
chance, and obviously I’m pulling for them.

Q. Well, thank you very much. And when
you’re in Tennessee, certainly we’d like to
invite you to WDIA and be a part, because
this is Clinton country.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 4:51 p.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Rhode Is-
land Convention Center in Providence, RI, to
interviewers Leon Gray, W.C. Brown, and J. Mi-
chael Davis. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Interview With John Crane and Ann
Nyberg of WTNH Television, New
Haven, Connecticut
November 2, 1994

Ms. Nyberg. Mr. President, thank you for
being with us tonight.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Crane. Thank you.

Foreign Policy
Ms. Nyberg. You have just returned from

an unprecedented pre-election, whirlwind
Middle-Eastern trip in the name of peace.
Following the trip, polls shows your popu-
larity up. Skeptics would say the trip was
planned to boost not only popularity but
know-how in the area of foreign policy. Your
comments, sir.

The President. Well, we worked for 2
years, very hard, on peace in the Middle
East. I had no control over the timing of the
Israel-Jordan peace treaty. Obviously, they
made their own decision about when to sign.
They asked me to come and witness it, be-
cause of the role the United States and our
administration played in that. When I was
there, I went to visit our troops in the Persian
Gulf. I sent them there to counter Saddam
Hussein’s latest aggression. Clearly, I had no
control over that. There was no politics in
this trip. The American people know it.

But the benefits that are coming in foreign
policy, the nuclear agreement with North
Korea, the work in the Middle East, the suc-
cess in Haiti, they are the result of 2 years
of hard work that happened to coalesce at

this time. There was no politics in that, and
there shouldn’t be.

Midterm Elections
Mr. Crane. Mr. President, here in Con-

necticut and across the country, Republicans
are trying to make you the symbol of all that’s
wrong with Government. The pictures of you
appear in many GOP television ads. Do you
think this midterm election is really a ref-
erendum on you?

The President. No, but I think that it is
the culmination of 2 years of irresponsible
conduct on their part, where they did their
best to derail the Government, to put the
brakes on everything, to oppose deficit re-
duction, to oppose our plans for economic
recovery, to oppose our plans for things like
family and medical leave and the crime bill.
As a party, they did their best to wreck every-
thing and then to blame us. But the Amer-
ican people are beginning to see through it.

After all, let me put it to you this way.
If I were a Republican President and I had
followed policies which reduced the deficit,
shrunk the Federal Government to its small-
est size since President Kennedy was in of-
fice, increased the economic prosperity of
the country, reduced the nuclear threat, ex-
panded trade, and passed the toughest crime
bill in a generation, they would be running
me for sainthood. But because I’m a Demo-
crat, they’re engaged in a great
disinformation campaign. And they’ve signed
this contract to take this country back to the
trickle-down economics of the eighties, a
decade which, I might add, was pretty rough
on the State of Connecticut, along toward
the end, with all the exploding deficits and
other problems. So, I believe the American
people will see through that. I’ve got a lot
of faith in the people of this country to be
positive, to be forward looking. And my job
is simply to get out and give them the facts,
and they’ll make the decisions.

Child Support
Ms. Nyberg. President Clinton, we want

to go to the viewers now. As you can imagine,
we asked them to give us questions for you—
we were having a chance to talk to the Presi-
dent.
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