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So I think what we ought to do is to keep
working on what we’re doing, stiffening the
Border Patrol, stiffening the sanctions on
employers who knowingly hire illegal immi-
grants, stiffening our ability to get illegal im-
migrants out of the work force, increasing
our ability to deport people who have com-
mitted crimes who are illegal immigrants.
And then the Federal Government simply
must continue to do more to help California
and other States deal with the corrections,
the health, and the education costs of illegal
immigration. I am committed to doing that.
I don’t think 187 is the way to do it.

Ms. Jennings. All right. Mr. President,
thank you so much for giving us some your
time this morning.

The President. Thank you, Cheryl.

NOTE: The interview began at 9:59 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Holiday
Inn in Duluth, MN. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Interview With Luis Eschegoyan of
KDTV, San Francisco
November 4, 1994

The President. Hello, Luis, can you hear
me?

Mr. Eschegoyan. Yes, Mr. President.
Good afternoon.

The President. Good afternoon.

Immigration
Mr. Eschegoyan. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent, for giving us the opportunity to talk
to you. What is your impression of Propo-
sition 187, included in the California ballot?

The President. I’m opposed to it. I do
believe that the Federal Government has an
obligation to do more to try to help California
deal with the problems of illegal immigration.
And I have worked hard on that, along with
Senator Feinstein and Senator Boxer. We’ve
almost doubled the border guards in south-
ern California; we have increased our send-
ing the illegal immigrants who have been
convicted of crimes back home. We’ve given
money to California for the very first time
to deal with the costs of imprisonment.

I’ve tried to get much more money for
education and health care costs of immigra-

tion to California. But 187 operates primarily
against children. It says, kick the children out
of the health clinics. That could cause health
problems for the general population. It says,
kick the children out of the schools, which
means teachers are turned into police offi-
cers. It means that the kids can be on the
street causing problems for themselves and
for others. We’ve already got too many chil-
dren on the street.

So I believe we have to do more. I’m work-
ing hard. I found a big immigration mess
when I became President 21 months ago. But
this is not the answer, in my opinion, and
I hope the voters will turn out and vote and
reject 187. It’s a way of dividing our people,
it’s clearly unconstitutional, and it’s looking
for easy answers to a tough problem. After
all, some of the people that are for 187 are
part of the problem. When Governor Wilson
was Senator Wilson, he responded to the
powerful forces in California that wanted
more illegal immigrants in California to do
work. He sponsored legislation to make it
more difficult to remove illegal immigrants
from the workplace by going easier on the
employers. Now he, all of a sudden, has
turned 180 degrees on this issue. But this
is a complicated issue without a simple solu-
tion. I’m committed to working with you to
find a solution. I don’t think 187 is the an-
swer.

I hope that our listeners, our viewers, will
turn out and vote on Tuesday and vote
against 187, and I hope they’ll come to the
Kaiser Center in Oakland tomorrow where
I’m going to have a rally at 2 o’clock.

Mr. Eschegoyan. Mr. President, if 187 is
approved, do you think it will affect the
NAFTA treaty with Mexico?

The President. I don’t know that it will
affect NAFTA, but it will certainly affect our
relations with Mexico. You know, in the long
run, the best way to reduce illegal immigra-
tion is for more people in Mexico and these
other countries to have good jobs in their
own countries, to trade with us, to sell to
us and buy from us, and live in stable soci-
eties.

California has benefited more from
NAFTA than any other State, with the pos-
sible exception of Texas. It has brought us
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increased numbers of new jobs and new op-
portunities, and as it raises incomes in Mex-
ico, clearly, illegal immigration will slow, be-
cause there will be more job opportunities
at home. People like to stay with their fami-
lies and where they grew up, if they can make
a living.

Mr. Eschegoyan. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to talk to us here at KDTV, Channel
14, San Francisco.

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The interview began at 10:25 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Holiday
Inn in Duluth, MN. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Interview With John Watson of
WILM Radio, Wilmington, Delaware
November 4, 1994

Mr. Watson. Good morning, Mr. Presi-
dent, how are you?

The President. I’m fine. How are you?
Mr. Watson. Thanks for being with us.

You’ve been very busy these days; not much
time for the saxophone, I guess, which hap-
pens to be my favorite instrument, by the
way.

The President. Oh, thank you. I love it
myself. I’m not playing too much. I did get
a chance to play a couple of weeks ago with
a group that was in the White House, but
I don’t play enough. My lip is getting weak;
I’ve got to practice.

Midterm Elections
Mr. Watson. Well, your message seems

to be getting pretty strong, seems to be play-
ing pretty well with the American people. I
see where your personal approval rating is
up quite a bit, and Democrats in general
seem to be a bit more secure for reelection.

The President. Well, I hope so, not for
partisan reasons but because I think it’s good
for the country. You know, I came in with
a commitment to try to make this country
stronger, with more jobs and stronger fami-
lies and safer streets and to make us stronger
abroad.

And we’ve still got some problems in this
country, but we’re plainly moving in the right
direction. If you just take Delaware, for ex-

ample, there have been 5 times as many new
jobs coming to Delaware in 20 months of
our Presidency as during the previous 4
years. And we were able to pass the family
and medical leave law, which protected
147,000 families in Delaware, if a worker
needs to take a little time off when there’s
a baby born or a parent sick. We’ve reorga-
nized the student loan program to provide
more affordable college loans to more middle
class students. It made almost 42,000 stu-
dents and former students in Delaware eligi-
ble for lower costs on their loans. So we’re
making progress. We passed the crime bill,
thanks to Joe Biden’s unbelievable leader-
ship. And I have to say, that was an example
of bipartisanship. You had Congressman Cas-
tle there coming in at the end and trying to
help us to get through the crime bill. It’s
going to make a difference. It’s going to em-
power local communities to reduce crime
and violence.

So we’re moving in the right direction.
We’re moving forward. And I don’t want to
see the country go backward in this election,
even though there are a lot of people who
are upset.

Mr. Watson. [Inaudible]—I suppose
you’ll be here to campaign for Attorney Gen-
eral Charles Oberly, trying to unseat Repub-
lican Senator Bill Roth. But Oberly is seen
as something of an independent Democrat.
Is that going to be a problem?

The President. No, I like Oberly. I
think—he’s an exciting character to me. You
know, the Democrats are not like the Repub-
licans; we don’t mind a little independence
in our party. I think it’s good for people to
exercise independent judgment.

I’ve just come from Iowa where a retiring
Congressman, Republican Congressman
Fred Grandy, was complaining about how
the Republicans didn’t want any independ-
ence and that—he pointed out how they
were ordered not to work with me on health
care. So I think Oberly has the kind of char-
acteristics and character and ability and en-
ergy that would be very good at this time.

Mr. Watson. Sir, what is your game plan,
just in case the Republicans are successful,
as they think they’ll be, and win control of
the House? Could this work in your favor
at all?
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