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that direction. They underscore our inde-
pendence, our commitment to the independ-
ence, the sovereignty, and the territorial in-
tegrity of these states.

And today we have also reached a mile-
stone in fulfilling the promise of this new era
by putting the START I treaty into force,
the first treaty that requires nuclear powers
to actually reduce their strategic arsenals. It
creates the most far-reaching verification sys-
tem ever agreed upon and will eliminate over
9,000 warheads from our arsenals. It lays the
foundations for even deeper arms reductions.

President Yeltsin and I have vowed already
to work to put the START treaty into force
at our next summit in 1995. That will cut
our arsenals by another 5,000 warheads. To-
gether these treaties will leave the United
States and the former Soviet Union with only
a third of the warheads they possessed at the
height of the cold war. They will help us to
lead the future to a direction we have all
dreamed of, one in which the nuclear threat
that has hung over heads for almost a half
century now is dramatically reduced.

On this historic afternoon, we have shown
that today’s community of free nations can
and will create a safer globe than did the
divided world of yesterday. Together we have
helped to beat back the threat of nuclear war
and lighted the way to a more peaceful day
when the shadow of that destruction is finally
vanquished from the Earth.

I thank you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in Patria
Hall at the Budapest Convention Center, at a sign-
ing ceremony in which the parties to the START
I treaty exchanged documents of ratification for-
mally bringing START I into force. In his remarks,
he referred to President Boris Yeltsin of Russia,
President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine, President
Aleksandr Lukashenko of Belarus, President
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan, and Prime
Minister John Major of the United Kingdom. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks to the American
Community in Budapest
December 5, 1994

Thank you, Ambassador Blinken and Mrs.
Blinken, ladies and gentlemen, and boys and

girls, and people associated with the Amer-
ican Embassy, with our CSCE delegation, to
the Peace Corps volunteers, the American-
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce members
who are here.

I am delighted to be here on this all-too-
brief trip. I’d like to point out some of the
people who came with me: Our Ambassador
to the United Nations, Madeleine Albright,
is here; and from the United States Congress,
Senator Dennis DeConcini from Arizona,
Congressman Steny Hoyer from Maryland,
and Congressman and Mrs. Tom Lantos
from Hungary—and California.

This is a very important trip for the United
States because I came here to reaffirm our
Nation’s commitment to a secure and united
Europe. As the Ambassador said, we put the
START I nuclear reduction treaty into effect
today, and Ukraine has joined Belarus and
Kazakhstan in acceding to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. We strengthened the CSCE to
help to prevent ethnic and regional conflicts.
So as a result of what has happened today,
this world is a safer place.

The START I treaty alone will permit us
to reduce the nuclear arsenals of the United
States and the former Soviet Union countries
by 9,000 nuclear warheads, to destroy deliv-
ery systems with the best verification systems
ever. It will permit us to now start work on
START II, which will cut our arsenals by an-
other 5,000 warheads. This means that when
we finish this work, we will have reduced the
nuclear arsenals of the world by more than
two-thirds over their cold war height. That’s
good news for the children in this audience
and for the rest of us as well.

One of the things that we have got to do
now is to keep working until we achieve next
year an indefinite extension of the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty, so that we can continue to
keep down the risks of the development of
nuclear weapons, especially in an era in
which the biggest problem may be the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction to
heretofore unusual and unconventional
hands.

I’d like to say a brief word about this
CSCE meeting. The United States believes
the CSCE has a vital role to play in promot-
ing democracy and diminishing conflict
throughout Europe. We believe it can help
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nations work together to bring democracy
and prosperity to their peoples and to con-
tinue our effort of promoting European
unity.

Our host, Hungary, like its democratic
neighbors, is making steady and strong
progress toward full integration into Europe.
I believe it can and will complete its trans-
formation to a free market. I believe its com-
mitment to playing an important, responsible
role in the new Europe is good news for all
of us.

Last January, almost a year ago, I went to
Brussels and then on to Prague and on to
Russia to begin the work of building a new
and united Europe. In the nearly one year
since, I have come back to this continent
three times to work toward that goal.

From our initiatives to open and to expand
NATO, to reducing the threat of nuclear
weapons, to making trade more free and fair,
to building up institutions like the CSCE, to
working toward preventing conflicts before
they get out of hand, through all these ef-
forts, this European Continent is becoming
more secure, more prosperous, and more
united.

Yes, there are problems, and there always
will be as long as human beings populate the
globe. But we are clearly moving in the right
direction, and that is good for the United
States.

As I close, let me say a special word of
thanks to the American missions in Hungary
and to the CSCE staff. I didn’t want to leave
Budapest without having a chance just to tell
you how much we appreciate your service,
your sacrifice at a time of very great chal-
lenge. I also thank the Peace Corps volun-
teers for their important contributions. They
represent the best of our country around the
world. I’m very proud of all of you. I thank
you for the warm welcome today. I wish I
had longer to stay, but this is a wonderful
way to end the trip.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at Hangar
LRI–1 at Ferihegi Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Donald M. Blinken, U.S. Ambassador
to Hungary, and his wife, Vera; and Annette Lan-
tos, wife of Representative Tom Lantos.

Memorandum on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans
December 5, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Executive Order No. 12900—
Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans

Recognizing the importance of the edu-
cational needs of our Nation’s Hispanic com-
munity, I signed Executive Order No. 12900
on February 22nd of this year. The Executive
order took a strong, interagency, approach
to identifying and correcting the short-
comings of our educational system in serving
Hispanic youth. The Executive order created
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Ameri-
cans (‘‘Commission’’), which advises the
President and the Secretary of Education on
these issues. Further, the Executive order es-
tablished the White House Initiative on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanic Americans
(‘‘White House Initiative’’), which is housed
in the Department of Education. Addition-
ally, the Executive order states, in part, that:

[E]ach Executive department and each
[agency designated by the Secretary of
Education] shall prepare a plan for, and
shall document, both that agency’s effort
to increase Hispanic American partici-
pation in Federal education programs
where Hispanic Americans currently are
underserved, and that agency’s effort to
improve educational outcomes for His-
panic Americans participating in Fed-
eral education programs. * * * * Each
agency’s plan shall provide appropriate
measurable objectives for proposed ac-
tions aimed at increasing Hispanic
American participation in Federal edu-
cation programs where Hispanic Ameri-
cans currently are underserved.

Given the current status of Hispanics in
education and the need to prepare all of our
youth for productive employment and life-
long learning, we must make the education
of Hispanic youth and adults a high priority
in order to achieve the goals set for us by
title I of the Goals 2000: Educate America
Act (‘‘Goals 2000’’). This will require that
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