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Proclamation 6761—Human Rights
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human
Rights Week, 1994
December 8, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every generation is blessed with its own

moral leaders and visionaries. Through the
years, America has been graced by the wis-
dom and guidance of Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson. Many
of us aspire to live the teachings of Martin
Luther King, Jr. The youth of today might
find strength in the courage of Vaclav Havel
or Nelson Mandela. Regardless of the vision-
ary, regardless of the generation, the content
of the vision endures: a commitment to free-
dom, an expectation of justice, and a belief
in the infinite value of humanity.

From a jail cell in Birmingham, Alabama,
Dr. King penned some of the most eloquent
words of the United States civil rights move-
ment: ‘‘Any law that uplifts human personal-
ity is just. Any law that degrades human per-
sonality is unjust.’’ Even in a place of absolute
confinement, King recognized that discrimi-
nation, ignorance, and intolerance are far
more imprisoning barriers than any common
construction of steel and barbed wire. And
true freedom demands more than beating
down prison walls. Equality only comes by
striking at injustice with reason and the
power of the law.

Our Bill of Rights and the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights are
powerful statements indeed. They have
moved humankind closer to realizing a soci-
ety of ‘‘just’’ laws—a society that upholds
what we believe is righteous and affirms what
we know is right.

Yet in celebrating the freedoms that are
ours as beneficiaries of democracy, we are
no less bound to those who remain prisoners
of prejudice, poverty, and violence. In this
Nation and in countries around the world,
it is unfortunate that much of Dr. King’s
work remains undone. Today, we rededicate
ourselves to Dr. King’s dream, to joining
President Mandela as he works to renew
South Africa, to standing with President

Havel as he promotes prosperity in the
Czech Republic—to championing the cause
of human dignity for people everywhere on
Earth. Freedom is the ability to reach out
and the responsibility to help build. With the
wind of justice at our backs, freedom is the
strength to lift all humanity to higher ground.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 10,
1994, as ‘‘Human Rights Day,’’ December
15, 1994, as ‘‘Bill of Rights Day,’’ and the
week beginning December 10, 1994, as
‘‘Human Rights Week.’’ I call upon all of the
people of the United States to mark these
observances with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:23 a.m., December 9, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 12.

Remarks to Summit of the Americas
Volunteers in Miami, Florida
December 8, 1994

Thank you. Thank you. Well, ladies and
gentlemen, the first thing I want to say is
a hearty thank-you for letting the ‘‘he-coon’’
stay in the tree in Tallahassee for 4 more
years.

I am delighted to be here and Hillary is
delighted to be here with Lawton and Rhea,
with Buddy and Anne and Bob and Adele
Graham and so many of our friends here in
Florida.

You know, I was trying to remember just
exactly how I got talked into having this sum-
mit in Miami, and it—yeah—[laughter]—
when I got out of the airplane tonight I re-
membered why I was smart enough to want
to come here in December. Actually, I have
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very vivid memories of this sort of one-two
punch that I got not all that long ago. We
decided to have this summit after NAFTA
was successfully concluded, and it wasn’t
long before I started hearing from all my
friends from Florida. And it wasn’t long be-
fore Lawton and Rhea said that they had to
see me about a matter of dire importance—
[laughter]—reminding me not once but 500
times of all the things they had done for
me—[laughter]—and for Al Gore and for our
administration. And then when they got
through, I got a call from Bob Graham, who
reminded me about how many years we sat
together in the Governors Conference when
he taught me how to be a Governor. [Laugh-
ter] And by the time they got through with
me, I couldn’t see anyplace else on the map.
[Laughter]

I want to thank you all for the magnificent
job you have done. The leaders have all been
recognized, and I thank all of them all over
again. I thank our team who’s worked so hard
on this, the Secretary of the Treasury and
our Trade Ambassador, Secretary Bentsen
and Ambassador Kantor. I want to say a spe-
cial word of thanks to Mack McLarty who
coordinated this for the White House; he did
so much work.

I appreciate the way you cheered for Janet
Reno. I don’t know if you all know this—
I didn’t know it myself, or I forgot it until
I picked up the Miami Herald this morning,
but I now have three Cabinet members from
Dade County. They say we’ve got to get away
from any sort of quotas—that’s what the Re-
publicans are telling us—and so I just ‘‘over-
quota-ed’’ Dade County. [Laughter] Janet
Reno and Carol Browner, and there’s a won-
derful article in the Miami Herald today
about the Secretary of Treasury-designate,
Bob Rubin, who grew up here and went to
high school. And so we are delighted to be
here.

Let me just say one serious word to all
of you, those of you who have worked so hard
for months and months and months, this is
basically a celebration, a chance for us to say
thank you. It was urged on me by some quar-
ters that the appropriate thing to do, if we
were going to have leaders from all over the
hemisphere here, was to have this meeting
in Washington. And I said, the last time I

checked, most Americans were somewhere
else—[laughter]—and that when deciding
where we ought to have this, that Miami was
the place that was most representative of our
whole hemisphere in the United States.

I hope that you can fully grasp the signifi-
cance of what we are here doing. Every coun-
try in the world today, at the end of the cold
war and the emergence of an exploding glob-
al economy with all sorts of opportunities but
profound problems, every country is fighting
a battle within itself between hope and fear,
between reaching out and drawing back, be-
tween believing in the best of its potential
and giving in to the worst, or at least walking
away from the challenge.

This morning at the magnificent head-
quarters of the Organization of American
States, the Vice President and I went there
to the auditorium, and I signed the legislation
adopting the GATT world trade treaty. In
the last 2 years, our administration has re-
lentlessly pursued an economic strategy de-
signed to make sure Americans could com-
pete and win and be rewarded for their work
in the 21st century, not by withdrawing from
the world and hunkering down but by reach-
ing out to the world and embracing it. We
have reduced our deficit. We have increased
our investment in education and training. We
have focused on the needs of every region
of our country. We worked hard here, for
example, to try to help rebuild after the
things that happened to Homestead and the
rest of south Florida in the hurricane.

But we know, we know no matter what
else we do, unless we have people around
the world who buy our products and services,
people who will join with us in combating
the problems of the world from environ-
mental problems to terrorism to organized
crime to the drug problems, unless we have
people who will be our partners in democ-
racy and freedom, we can never be fully what
we ought to be. That is the significance of
this summit.

It builds on what happened with NAFTA.
It builds on the GATT agreement. It builds
on our efforts to reach out to the world. This
is the largest summit of world leaders ever
hosted here, 34 democratically elected lead-
ers from this entire hemisphere joining hands
together, not because we agree on everything
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but because we agree on the important
things and because we believe in the promise
of freedom; we believe in the promise of de-
mocracy; we believe in the promise of open,
free trade; we believe in the promise of the
human potential of the people of the United
States and every other country here.

And so we come here representing people
from the tip of Alaska to the tip of Argentina
to plan and to build and to dream for all
of you and for your children because we be-
lieve in the promise of America. We are elat-
ed that others have embraced the challenge
and the promise of freedom and democracy
and free enterprise. I know you wish us well,
and if this meeting turns out to have the pro-
found historic significance that it should, I
hope for the rest of your life you will remem-
ber how hard you worked on it and be justly
proud.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 p.m. at the
Sheraton Bal Harbour. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Lawton Chiles of Florida and his wife,
Rhea; Lt. Gov. Buddy MacKay and his wife, Anne;
and Senator Bob Graham and his wife, Adele. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 4
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton hosted a reception for the Kennedy
Center Honors recipients. In the early
evening, they traveled to Budapest, Hungary,
to attend the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe.

December 5
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton arrived in Budapest.
In the afternoon, following the President’s

meeting with President Arpad Goncz and

Prime Minister Gyula Horn of Hungary, the
President and Hillary Clinton returned to
Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton hosted a congressional reception in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the
White House.

December 6
In the late morning, the President met

with the School to Work National Employer
Leadership Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eugene Branstool to be Chairman
of the Federal Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration.

December 7
The President announced his intention to

appoint Milton Irvin and Judith A. Scott to
be members of the Advisory Committee on
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint JoAnn Jones as a member of the Na-
tional Advisory Council on Indian Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lilliam Rangel Pollo to be a mem-
ber of the National Council on Disability.

December 8
The President announced his intention to

nominate John L. Bryant, Jr., and Phillip
Frost to be members of the National Mu-
seum Services Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Albert J. Dwoskin to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Securities
Investor Protection Corporation.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to Miami, FL, to attend the
Summit of the Americas.

December 9
In the early afternoon, the President ad-

dressed summit participants at the Jackie
Gleason Theater for the Performing Arts in
Miami Beach, FL.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton attended a reception for summit
heads of state and their spouses at the Bilt-
more Hotel Country Club in Coral Gables,
FL.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Michael Lewan as Chair and Maura
Temes as a member of the Commission for
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