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Week Ending Friday, December 9, 1994

Memorandum on Locality-Based
Comparability Payments

November 30, 1994

Memorandum for the President’s Pay Agent:
The Secretary of Labor
The Director of the Office of Management

and Budget
The Director of the Office of Personnel

Management

Subject: Locality-Based Comparability
Payments

I have reviewed your report concerning
recommended locality-based comparability
payments for General Schedule employees,
submitted in accordance with section 5304
of title 5, United States Code. I approve the
recommended payments as set forth in Table
4 of the report, and I direct the Director
of the Office of Personnel Management to
implement those payments, effective as of
the beginning of the first applicable pay pe-
riod commencing on or after January 1, 1995.
I further authorize and direct the Director
of the Office of Personnel Management to
ensure that this memorandum and a sched-
ule of the attached comparability payment
rates and localities be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:07 a.m., December 2, 1994]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 1, and
it was published in the Federal Register, with a
schedule of rates and localities, on December 5.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Locality-Based Comparability
Payments
November 30, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with section 5304(d)(3) of

title 5, United States Code, I hereby report
to the Congress on the implementation of
locality-based comparability payments for
General Schedule employees for calendar
year 1995.

I have directed the President’s Pay Agent
to put into effect the locality-based com-
parability payments shown on the enclosed
table, effective in January 1995. The report
of the President’s Pay Agent, which includes
the information required by section
5304(d)(3) regarding comparability payments
for 1995 and 1996, is also enclosed.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 1. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on Federal Funding of
Research on Human Embryos
December 2, 1994

The Director of the National Institutes of
Health has received a report regarding Fed-
eral funding of research on human embryos.
The subject raises profound ethical and
moral questions as well as issues concerning
the appropriate allocation of Federal funds.
I appreciate the work of the committees that
have considered this complex issue, and I un-
derstand that advances in in vitro fertilization
research and other areas could derive from
such work. However, I do not believe that
Federal funds should be used to support the
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2460 Dec. 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

creation of human embryos for research pur-
poses, and I have directed that NIH not allo-
cate any resources for such research. In order
to ensure that advice on complex bioethical
issues that affect our society can continue to
be developed, we are planning to move for-
ward with the establishment of a National
Bioethics Advisory Commission over the next
year.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 3, 1994

Good morning. December and the holiday
season it ushers in is a wonderful time of
year. The pace slows and moods brighten as
the holiday spirit lifts us up and brings us
closer together. We have a chance to visit
with family and friends, to celebrate, to remi-
nisce, to think about the year ahead as well
as the year we’ve just finished. We have the
chance to reflect on our accomplishments as
individuals and as a nation.

In the last 2 years, our administration has
made a good start. We’ve worked hard to
downsize the Government and reduce the
deficit and to create jobs and opportunities
and to help middle class Americans take ad-
vantage of both. Unemployment is at a 4-
year low. We’re having the most rapid eco-
nomic growth in 7 years. Things are moving
in the right direction. But despite this
progress, we know Americans have a lot of
problems that we still have to work on up
here in Washington, including stagnant in-
comes and crime and other difficult social
challenges.

But I think all of us know that nothing
we can do will truly restore the American
dream unless individual Americans exercise
more personal responsibility for their own
lives. That’s why we must continue our work
here to reform welfare and to help educate
more Americans with better education and
training to face the challenges of a global
economy in the future. The most important
thing any of us can do is to take that personal
responsibility for our communities, our fami-
lies, and ourselves.

During the holiday season it’s particularly
important for all of us to take responsibility
to keep our highways safe. Some 18,000 peo-
ple will die this year in alcohol-related auto
crashes, about one every 30 minutes. Well
over a million people will be injured, one
person every 26 seconds. These terrible inci-
dents happen so frequently and are so perva-
sive that more than 40 percent of all Ameri-
cans will be involved in an alcohol-related
crash at some time in their lives. Because
of the determined work of private organiza-
tions, like Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
the number of alcohol-related traffic deaths
has dropped about 30 percent in the last 10
years, but it’s very clear that we’ve got a long,
long way to go.

Nothing is as terrible as collisions that
occur when an adult under the influence gets
behind the steering wheel with a child in the
car. For any adult to recklessly endanger the
life of a child in this way is beyond disgrace-
ful; it’s an atrocity. The crime bill I signed
in September makes it clear that we won’t
tolerate this kind of behavior. It puts tough,
new penalties on the books for people who
drive drunk with children in the car and
makes it easier for States to prosecute any-
body who drives under the influence of drugs
or alcohol.

But no matter how many laws we put on
the books, no matter how many hours dedi-
cated volunteers put into public education
campaigns, these terrible deaths will only be
prevented if each and every one of us takes
the responsibility to do something about it
ourselves. The sad truth is these crashes are
caused by people who know better but drink
and drive anyway, hurting themselves and
often hurting others. And don’t fool yourself,
if you let a friend drive while under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol, you’re their accom-
plice as much as if you were behind the
wheel yourself.

Preventing these disasters is simple. Stay
away from drugs completely. They’re illegal,
and they’re dangerous, and they’re liable to
kill you in or out of a car. If you’re going
to drink, be responsible. Do it in moderation
and choose a designated driver who doesn’t
drink at all. And if you see a friend about
to get behind the wheel when you know it
isn’t a good idea, take the keys away. It may
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not be easy at the moment, but it will be
the greatest favor you may ever do for him
or her.

Right after this radio address, I’m going
to sign an order making this National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention Month.
December is a good month for that, not only
because of the increased celebrating that
goes with the holiday season but because the
holiday season helps to bring out the best
in all of us. It makes us think a little more
about each other. It reminds us of the obliga-
tions we all share to improve our commu-
nities, to keep them safe and sound for our
children and our grandchildren.

In that spirit, the best gift you can give
anyone this year is a simple promise to your-
self: If you’re going to drink, don’t get behind
the wheel; if you see a friend about to, don’t
let him. Make it a New Year’s resolution.
Start to observe it today, and keep it for the
rest of your life.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6760—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1994
December 3, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
All across the Nation, Americans are com-

ing together in an ever-expanding chorus of
voices demanding an end to drunk and
drugged driving. Too many family members
and friends have already been lost. In recent
years numerous grassroots organizations have
arisen throughout the land and dedicated
themselves to ending this national tragedy.
In big cities and small towns across the coun-
try, students, parents, and concerned citizens
recognize that education and prevention are
the keys to saving lives. Naming a designated
driver is an idea embraced by millions of
Americans, and many schools now include
drunk driving awareness programs as part of
their curricula.

Despite the tremendous efforts of both the
private and public sectors, drunk and
drugged driving remains America’s number
one danger on the highways. We must redou-
ble our efforts to teach all Americans that
alcohol and drugs—used alone or in com-
bination—cause loss of control and loss of
judgment, and that under these cir-
cumstances it is irresponsible and dangerous
to attempt to drive.

Countless caring people across the country
have taken on the daunting challenge of
changing the way Americans think about al-
cohol, drugs, and driving. They have moved
forward with an energy born of a deep per-
sonal commitment to serving the common
good. Thanks in great part to their devotion
and hard work, parents can feel a little safer
and a little more secure about their children’s
future. This month, I ask each citizen to work
actively to make our roads and highways
safer—for the good of our children and for
our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1994
as ‘‘National Drunk and Drugged Driving
Prevention Month.’’ I ask all Americans to
reaffirm that being drunk or drugged is unac-
ceptable and to intervene by stopping anyone
impaired by drugs or alcohol from getting
behind the wheel. I call upon public officials
at all levels, as well as interested citizens and
groups, to observe this month with appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William Jefferson Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:57 p.m., December 5, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 7.
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Statement on the Death of Elizabeth
Glaser
December 3, 1994

Hillary and I are deeply saddened at Eliza-
beth Glaser’s passing. She was our friend and
an inspiration to us as she was to millions
of others. Our prayers are with Paul and Jake,
her parents, and her brother.

Elizabeth confronted the challenge of
AIDS in her own life and lost her beloved
daughter to AIDS at a time when our Gov-
ernment and our country were too indiffer-
ent to this illness and the people who had
it.

She refused to let that indifference stand,
fighting bravely for more investment in AIDS
research and better treatment and care, es-
pecially for children with AIDS. She enlisted
Americans from both parties and all walks
of life in her cause, and she awakened Amer-
ica to AIDS.

I will never forget what she said about her
daughter in her address to the Democratic
Convention:

‘‘She taught me to love when all I wanted
to do was hate. She taught me to help others
when all I wanted to do was help myself.
She taught me to be brave when all I felt
was fear. My daughter and I loved each other
with simplicity. America, we can do the
same.’’

We will all miss Elizabeth Glaser. We need
more like her. We must honor her memory
by finishing the work to which she gave ev-
erything she had.

Remarks to the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe
in Budapest, Hungary
December 5, 1994

Thank you, President Klestil, President
Goncz. I am delighted to be here in this great
city in Central Europe at this historic meet-
ing.

The United States is committed to build-
ing a united, free, and secure Europe. We
believe that goal requires a determined effort
to continue to reduce the nuclear threat; a
strong NATO, adapting to new challenges;
a strong CSCE, working, among other things,

to lead efforts to head off future Bosnias; and
a strong effort at cooperating with the United
Nations and an effort by all the nations of
Europe to work together in harmony on com-
mon problems and opportunities.

In the 20th century, conflict and distrust
have ruled Europe. The steps we are taking
today will help to ensure that in the 21st cen-
tury, peace and prosperity reign.

The forces that tore Europe apart have
been defeated. But neither peace nor democ-
racy’s triumph is assured. The end of the cold
war presents us with the opportunity to fulfill
the promise of democracy and freedom. And
it is our responsibility, working together, to
seize it, to build a new security framework
for the era ahead. We must not allow the
Iron Curtain to be replaced by a veil of indif-
ference. We must not consign new democ-
racies to a gray zone.

Instead, we seek to increase the security
of all, to erase the old lines without drawing
arbitrary new ones, to bolster emerging de-
mocracies, and to integrate the nations of
Europe into a continent where democracy
and free markets know no borders but where
every nation’s borders are secure.

We are making progress on the issues that
matter for the future. Today, here, five of
this organization’s member states, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, and the United
States, will bring the START I treaty into
force and reduce the nuclear threat that has
hung over our heads for nearly a half century.
START I will eliminate strategic bombers
and missile launchers that carried over 9,000
warheads. And it opens the door to prompt
ratification of START II, which will retire an-
other 5,000 warheads. These actions will cut
the arsenals of the United States and the
former Soviet Union more than 60 percent
from their cold war peak. The world will be
a safer place as a result.

But even as we celebrate this landmark
gain for peace, the terrible conflict in Bosnia
rages not 300 miles from this city. After 3
years of conflict, the combatants remain
locked in a terrible war no one can win. Now
each faces the same choice: They can perpet-
uate the military standoff, or they can stop
spilling blood and start making peace.

The Government of Bosnia-Herzegovina
has made the right choice by accepting the
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international peace plan and agreeing to re-
cent calls for a cease-fire. So I say again to
the Bosnian Serbs: End the aggression; agree
to the cease-fire and renewed negotiations
on the basis of the Contact Group plan. Set-
tle your differences at the negotiating table,
not the battlefield.

We mustn’t let our frustration over that
war cause us to give up our efforts to end
it. And the United States will not do so. If
we have learned anything from the agony of
Bosnia, it is clearly that we must act on its
lessons. In other parts of Europe, ethnic dis-
putes and forces of hatred and despair,
demagogs who would take advantage of them
threaten to reverse the new wave of freedom
that has swept the Continent.

So as we strive to end the war in Bosnia,
we must work to prevent future Bosnias. And
we must build the structures that will help
newly free nations to complete their trans-
formation successfully to free market democ-
racies and preserve their own freedom. We
know this is not something that will happen
overnight. But over time, NATO, the CSCE,
other European and transatlantic institutions,
working in close cooperation with the United
Nations, can support and extend the democ-
racy, stability, and prosperity that Western
Europe and North America have enjoyed for
50 years. That is the future we are working
to build.

NATO remains the bedrock of security in
Europe, but its role is changing as the Con-
tinent changes. Last January NATO opened
the door to new members and launched the
Partnership For Peace. Since then, 23 na-
tions have joined that partnership to train to-
gether, conduct joint military exercises, and
forge closer political links.

Last week we took further steps to prepare
for expansion by starting work on the re-
quirements for membership. New members
will join country by country, gradually and
openly. Each must be committed to democ-
racy and free markets and be able to contrib-
ute to Europe’s security. NATO will not
automatically exclude any nation from join-
ing. At the same time, no country outside
will be allowed to veto expansion.

As NATO does expand, so will security for
all European states, for it is not an aggressive
but a defensive organization. NATO’s new

members, old members, and nonmembers
alike will be more secure. As NATO contin-
ues its mission, other institutions can and
should share the security burden and take
on special responsibilities. A strong and vi-
brant Conference on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe is vital.

For more than a decade, the CSCE was
the focal point for courageous men and
women who, at great personal risk, con-
fronted tyranny to win the human rights set
out in the Helsinki accords. Now, the CSCE
can help to build a new and integrated con-
tinent. It has unique tools for this task. The
CSCE is the only regional forum to which
nearly every nation in Europe and North
America belongs. It has pioneered ways to
peacefully resolve conflicts, from shuttle di-
plomacy to longstanding missions in tense
areas. Now that freedom has been won in
Europe, the CSCE can play an expanding
role in making sure it is never lost again.

Indeed, its proposed new name, the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, symbolizes the new and important mis-
sion we believe it must undertake. The
CSCE should be our first flexible line of de-
fense against ethnic and regional conflicts.
Its rules can guard against the assertion of
hegemony or spheres of influence. It can
help nations come together to build prosper-
ity. And it can promote Europe’s integration
piece by piece.

By focusing on human rights, conflict pre-
vention, dispute resolution, the CSCE can
help prevent future Bosnias. We are taking
important steps at this meeting for that cru-
cial goal by strengthening the High Commis-
sioner for National Minorities, establishing a
code of conduct to provide for democratic
civilian control of the military, reinforcing
principles to halt the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, and preparing to send
CSCE monitors and peacekeepers to poten-
tial trouble spots outside Bosnia. These ac-
tions will not make triumphant headlines, but
they may help to prevent tragic ones.

The principles adopted in Rome made
clear that any peacekeeping mission must
aim for a freely negotiated settlement by the
parties themselves, not a solution imposed
from the outside. And they hold that no
country can use a regional conflict, however
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threatening, to strengthen its security at the
expense of others.

I am very encouraged that with the sup-
port and involvement of the Russian Federa-
tion, we are on the verge of an agreement
that the CSCE will lead a multinational
peacekeeping force in Nagorno-Karabakh.
The United States appreciates the willing-
ness of many nations to contribute troops and
materiel for this mission. The continuing
tragedy in Nagorno-Karabakh demands that
we redouble our efforts to promote a lasting
cease-fire and a fair settlement. The United
States strongly supports this effort and calls
upon all CSCE members to contribute to-
ward it.

The CSCE also has an important role to
play in promoting economic growth while
protecting Europe’s resources and environ-
ment. We should strengthen its efforts to in-
crease regional and cross-border coopera-
tion. Such efforts can bring people together
to build new highways, bridges, and commu-
nication networks, the infrastructure of de-
mocracy.

Since 1975, when the countries of Europe
expressed the desire to form a community
founded on common values and founded the
CSCE, more progress has occurred than
even dreamers might have hoped. We know
that change is possible. We know that former
enemies can reconcile. We know that elo-
quent intentions about democracy and
human rights can promote peace when trans-
formed from words into actions.

Now, almost 20 years later, our challenge
is to help the freedoms we secured spread
and endure. The task will require energy and
strength. Old regimes have crumbled, but
new legacies and mistrust remain. Nations
have been liberated, but ethnic hatred
threatens peace and tolerance. Democracy
and free markets are emerging, but change
everywhere is causing fear and insecurity.

Three times before in this century, our na-
tions have summoned the strength to defeat
history’s dark forces. They have left us still
with a great responsibility and an extraor-
dinary opportunity. Our mission now is to
build a new world for our children, a world
more democratic, more prosperous, and
more secure. The CSCE has a vital role to
play.

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. in Patria
Hall at the Budapest Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to President Thomas Klestil
of Austria and President Arpad Goncz of Hungary.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Nuclear Agreements
Signing Ceremony in Budapest
December 5, 1994

President Yeltsin, President Kuchma,
President Lukashenko, President
Nazarbayev, Prime Minister Major. Today
we herald the arrival of a new and safer era.
We have witnessed many signatures. To-
gether they amount to one great stride to
reduce the nuclear threat to ourselves and
to our children. The path to this moment has
been long and hard. More than a decade has
passed since the first negotiations on the
START I treaty. But perseverance, courage,
and common sense have triumphed.

Skeptics once claimed that the nuclear
threat would actually grow after the Soviet
Union dissolved. But because of the wisdom
and statesmanship of the leaders who join
me here, the skeptics have been proven
wrong.

Ukraine’s accession to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty completes a bold move away from
the nuclear precipice. Ukraine has joined
Belarus and Kazakhstan in ridding itself of
the terrible weapons each inherited when the
Soviet Union dissolved. Presidents
Lukashenko, Nazarbayev, and Kuchma have
done a very great service for their own peo-
ple, their neighbors, and indeed all the peo-
ples of the world.

And there is no greater service that the
rest of us could do for our nations, our neigh-
bors, and the peoples of the world than to
follow the advice already advanced here by
President Yeltsin and Prime Minister Major
and agree to the indefinite extension of NPT
in 1995.

Creating security in the post-cold-war era
requires that we unite, not divide. The
pledges on security assurances that Prime
Minister Major, President Yeltsin, and I have
given these three nations move us further in
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that direction. They underscore our inde-
pendence, our commitment to the independ-
ence, the sovereignty, and the territorial in-
tegrity of these states.

And today we have also reached a mile-
stone in fulfilling the promise of this new era
by putting the START I treaty into force,
the first treaty that requires nuclear powers
to actually reduce their strategic arsenals. It
creates the most far-reaching verification sys-
tem ever agreed upon and will eliminate over
9,000 warheads from our arsenals. It lays the
foundations for even deeper arms reductions.

President Yeltsin and I have vowed already
to work to put the START treaty into force
at our next summit in 1995. That will cut
our arsenals by another 5,000 warheads. To-
gether these treaties will leave the United
States and the former Soviet Union with only
a third of the warheads they possessed at the
height of the cold war. They will help us to
lead the future to a direction we have all
dreamed of, one in which the nuclear threat
that has hung over heads for almost a half
century now is dramatically reduced.

On this historic afternoon, we have shown
that today’s community of free nations can
and will create a safer globe than did the
divided world of yesterday. Together we have
helped to beat back the threat of nuclear war
and lighted the way to a more peaceful day
when the shadow of that destruction is finally
vanquished from the Earth.

I thank you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in Patria
Hall at the Budapest Convention Center, at a sign-
ing ceremony in which the parties to the START
I treaty exchanged documents of ratification for-
mally bringing START I into force. In his remarks,
he referred to President Boris Yeltsin of Russia,
President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine, President
Aleksandr Lukashenko of Belarus, President
Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan, and Prime
Minister John Major of the United Kingdom. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks to the American
Community in Budapest
December 5, 1994

Thank you, Ambassador Blinken and Mrs.
Blinken, ladies and gentlemen, and boys and

girls, and people associated with the Amer-
ican Embassy, with our CSCE delegation, to
the Peace Corps volunteers, the American-
Hungarian Chamber of Commerce members
who are here.

I am delighted to be here on this all-too-
brief trip. I’d like to point out some of the
people who came with me: Our Ambassador
to the United Nations, Madeleine Albright,
is here; and from the United States Congress,
Senator Dennis DeConcini from Arizona,
Congressman Steny Hoyer from Maryland,
and Congressman and Mrs. Tom Lantos
from Hungary—and California.

This is a very important trip for the United
States because I came here to reaffirm our
Nation’s commitment to a secure and united
Europe. As the Ambassador said, we put the
START I nuclear reduction treaty into effect
today, and Ukraine has joined Belarus and
Kazakhstan in acceding to the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty. We strengthened the CSCE to
help to prevent ethnic and regional conflicts.
So as a result of what has happened today,
this world is a safer place.

The START I treaty alone will permit us
to reduce the nuclear arsenals of the United
States and the former Soviet Union countries
by 9,000 nuclear warheads, to destroy deliv-
ery systems with the best verification systems
ever. It will permit us to now start work on
START II, which will cut our arsenals by an-
other 5,000 warheads. This means that when
we finish this work, we will have reduced the
nuclear arsenals of the world by more than
two-thirds over their cold war height. That’s
good news for the children in this audience
and for the rest of us as well.

One of the things that we have got to do
now is to keep working until we achieve next
year an indefinite extension of the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty, so that we can continue to
keep down the risks of the development of
nuclear weapons, especially in an era in
which the biggest problem may be the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction to
heretofore unusual and unconventional
hands.

I’d like to say a brief word about this
CSCE meeting. The United States believes
the CSCE has a vital role to play in promot-
ing democracy and diminishing conflict
throughout Europe. We believe it can help
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nations work together to bring democracy
and prosperity to their peoples and to con-
tinue our effort of promoting European
unity.

Our host, Hungary, like its democratic
neighbors, is making steady and strong
progress toward full integration into Europe.
I believe it can and will complete its trans-
formation to a free market. I believe its com-
mitment to playing an important, responsible
role in the new Europe is good news for all
of us.

Last January, almost a year ago, I went to
Brussels and then on to Prague and on to
Russia to begin the work of building a new
and united Europe. In the nearly one year
since, I have come back to this continent
three times to work toward that goal.

From our initiatives to open and to expand
NATO, to reducing the threat of nuclear
weapons, to making trade more free and fair,
to building up institutions like the CSCE, to
working toward preventing conflicts before
they get out of hand, through all these ef-
forts, this European Continent is becoming
more secure, more prosperous, and more
united.

Yes, there are problems, and there always
will be as long as human beings populate the
globe. But we are clearly moving in the right
direction, and that is good for the United
States.

As I close, let me say a special word of
thanks to the American missions in Hungary
and to the CSCE staff. I didn’t want to leave
Budapest without having a chance just to tell
you how much we appreciate your service,
your sacrifice at a time of very great chal-
lenge. I also thank the Peace Corps volun-
teers for their important contributions. They
represent the best of our country around the
world. I’m very proud of all of you. I thank
you for the warm welcome today. I wish I
had longer to stay, but this is a wonderful
way to end the trip.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at Hangar
LRI–1 at Ferihegi Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Donald M. Blinken, U.S. Ambassador
to Hungary, and his wife, Vera; and Annette Lan-
tos, wife of Representative Tom Lantos.

Memorandum on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans
December 5, 1994

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Executive Order No. 12900—
Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans

Recognizing the importance of the edu-
cational needs of our Nation’s Hispanic com-
munity, I signed Executive Order No. 12900
on February 22nd of this year. The Executive
order took a strong, interagency, approach
to identifying and correcting the short-
comings of our educational system in serving
Hispanic youth. The Executive order created
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Ameri-
cans (‘‘Commission’’), which advises the
President and the Secretary of Education on
these issues. Further, the Executive order es-
tablished the White House Initiative on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanic Americans
(‘‘White House Initiative’’), which is housed
in the Department of Education. Addition-
ally, the Executive order states, in part, that:

[E]ach Executive department and each
[agency designated by the Secretary of
Education] shall prepare a plan for, and
shall document, both that agency’s effort
to increase Hispanic American partici-
pation in Federal education programs
where Hispanic Americans currently are
underserved, and that agency’s effort to
improve educational outcomes for His-
panic Americans participating in Fed-
eral education programs. * * * * Each
agency’s plan shall provide appropriate
measurable objectives for proposed ac-
tions aimed at increasing Hispanic
American participation in Federal edu-
cation programs where Hispanic Ameri-
cans currently are underserved.

Given the current status of Hispanics in
education and the need to prepare all of our
youth for productive employment and life-
long learning, we must make the education
of Hispanic youth and adults a high priority
in order to achieve the goals set for us by
title I of the Goals 2000: Educate America
Act (‘‘Goals 2000’’). This will require that
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each of you, as stewards of your agencies,
take a more active role in ensuring that the
education-related programs of your agency
serve Hispanics equitably, both qualitatively
and quantitatively.

Consistent with this purpose and with Ex-
ecutive Order No. 12900, I am directing that
you identify as soon as possible a senior offi-
cial who will act as liaison to the Commission
and the White House Initiative to assist in
this interagency initiative. The official should
be at the Deputy Secretary level. Addition-
ally, a second official in the agency—if pos-
sible, a Hispanic senior official—should be
designated to serve as a co-liaison, who will
be responsible for carrying out requests from
the Commission. These two officials will
work closely with the Executive Director of
the White House Initiative.

I know that you will cooperate fully with
both the Commission and the White House
Initiative. I also ask that to the extent prac-
ticable you honor any requests for appro-
priate information, including available data
relating to the eligibility for, and participation
by, Hispanic Americans in Federal education
programs and the progress of Hispanic
Americans in relation to the National Edu-
cation Goals, as set forth in the Goals 2000
Act.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on the Resignation of Lloyd
Bentsen and Nomination of Robert
Rubin as Secretary of the Treasury
December 6, 1994

The President. Good morning, everyone.
Today, with deep regret, I accept the resigna-
tion of the senior member of our economic
team, Secretary of the Treasury Lloyd Bent-
sen.

I first began to think about asking Lloyd
Bentsen to join our administration and to be
a part of our economic efforts to restore eco-
nomic opportunity in America, to restore the
fortunes of the middle class, to give poor
Americans a chance to work their way into
the middle class when we talked on a bus
going through Texas in 1992. I had known
and respected him for many years, but we’d
never really had a long and detailed discus-

sion about what was happening in America,
about the number of people who were work-
ing hard and still falling behind, about the
growing inequality in our country among
hard-working people. He made a profound
impression on me that day and in all the days
since. And I thank him for his outstanding
service for a job very, very well done.

Lloyd Bentsen likes to say that you can
serve your fellow men and women in many
ways, as a healer, a teacher, a preacher, but
you can never touch as many lives as in public
service. He has given more than half a cen-
tury of his life to public service, as a pilot
in the Army Air Corps in World War II flying
combat missions over Europe, as a county
judge, as a Congressman, as a businessman,
a United States Senator and distinguished
chairman of the Senate Finance Committee,
a contender for President, our party’s nomi-
nee for Vice President, and finally as a very
outstanding Secretary of the Treasury. He
has served in every capacity with dignity and
distinction. By any stead, he ranks as one of
the outstanding economic policymakers in
this country since World War II.

As Secretary of the Treasury, his work has
touched nearly every field of accomplish-
ment of this administration: making our
economy work again for ordinary Americans,
restoring discipline to our budget, helping
private enterprise create new jobs, expanding
trade, passing the Interstate Banking Act
which saved billions in regulatory costs, en-
suring greater tax fairness in our Tax Code
through giving a tax break to 15 million hard-
working American parents. And he’s also
made the Treasury Department a full partner
in our fight against crime and drugs.

The results are there for all to see: the
biggest deficit reduction in history, the big-
gest expansion of trade in a generation, over
5 million new jobs in this economy on this
Christmas than there were two Christmases
ago, and this year more high-wage jobs into
this economy than in the previous 5 years
combined. The earned-income tax credit has
given 50 million Americans who live in hard-
working families with modest incomes more
money in their pocket and a greater chance
to have a fair deal in America.

Beyond all this, however, I also have to
say that I have valued Secretary Bentsen’s

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:22 May 28, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P49DE4.007 INET03



2468 Dec. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

good counsel and his unfailing good spirits.
He represents the best tradition of American
public service and of Americans working to-
gether for the common good. He fights hard
for what he believes in. He treats his adver-
saries with respect, something all would do
well to follow. And at the end of the day,
he has worked hard to find common ground
for the common good.

If you know very much about Lloyd Bent-
sen you know that the word ‘‘retire’’ sounds
like an oxymoron in his vocabulary. He’s not
saying farewell to active life. He is going
home to Texas, to the private sector that he
loves and knows is the heart and soul of our
economy. He wants to spend more time with
B.A. and with his family, including his three
children and his seven grandchildren, whom
the latest was born just last month.

He has promised me that he would come
back here on a regular basis to be part of
a seasoned kitchen cabinet to try to help steer
this administration through the challenges
and seize the opportunities of the next 2
years. And I appreciate that very, very much.
But I want you to know, Mr. Secretary, I
loved having you here every day, and I’m
really going to miss you.

Thank you.

[At this point, Secretary Bentsen made brief
remarks.]

The President. Well, as Secretary Bent-
sen implied, I have now taken both his and
Bob Rubin’s advice on who should be the
Secretary of the Treasury. Before joining our
administration, Bob built a brilliant career at
Goldman, Sachs and Company where he
manifested a concern for the well-being of
all Americans, including those who live in our
great cities who yearn for more opportunity
than they have.

He has helped our administration to do
something that had never been done before,
to have an economic team that really works
together as a team, with talent and with dis-
cipline and with a common vision. Forty-
seven years ago, President Truman created
the National Security Council so that officials
in foreign policy and defense could work to-
gether. With Bob Rubin’s leadership, we
have created a National Economic Council
so that our economic policymakers can work

together for the good of the American peo-
ple. He’s the consummate honest broker who
brings economic wisdom, common sense,
and common decency to every one of our
challenges.

To borrow a famous phrase from the
Treasury Secretary, I know Lloyd Bentsen.
Lloyd Bentsen is a friend of mine. And Bob
Rubin will be a worthy successor to Lloyd
Bentsen.

[At this point, Secretary-designate Rubin
made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you very much. Let
me just say that during the period of time
between Secretary Bentsen’s leaving and
when Bob is finally confirmed as Secretary
of the Treasury, Frank Newman will be our
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. He has
been a distinguished member of Lloyd Bent-
sen’s team. He put together a very distin-
guished career in banking before joining the
Treasury Department as Under Secretary for
Domestic Finance, and I thank him for his
willingness to serve.

In closing, let me also just say a special
word of thanks to the families of these two
people, to Judy Rubin, to B.A. Bentsen, and
to their families for the extraordinary sac-
rifice that public service entails today. This
is in many ways a sad farewell, but it is also
a celebration, a celebration of the success of
the leadership of Lloyd Bentsen, the success
of the idea of a national economic partner-
ship and a team, and the success of our con-
tinued commitment to move forward with
Bob Rubin’s leadership until we finish our
job, until we have really opened up the doors
of opportunity to the American middle class,
to those who are working hard and deserve
it and deserve a better future.

Thank you all, and good-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Teleconference Remarks on the
Business Enterprise Trust Awards
December 6, 1994

Thank you, Diane. I’m sorry I can’t be with
you in New York today, and I’m glad at least
we have a one-way superhighway. Maybe by
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the time the Vice President leaves today, he
will explain how it can be a two-way super-
highway by next year.

Before the presentations of this year’s
awards, I want to say a few words about the
importance of the work you’re doing. I want-
ed just to be able to come in this way to
you, even though the Vice President was
good enough to come up there and express
our full thoughts about this. But I wanted
to say a few things, because I think it’s very
important that people be recognized who un-
derstand that there is no necessary conflict
between doing well and doing good and be-
tween what is in one’s short-term personal
interest and what is in the long-term best
interest of a company or a community or a
country.

I want to thank Jim Burke, the chairman
of the Business Enterprise Trust, and my
longtime friend Norman Lear for leading this
vital initiative. I hope that this idea that is
behind the awards that are going out will
somehow find its way into the mind and into
the heart of decisionmakers all across Amer-
ica.

I also want to congratulate the five honor-
ees today: Mario Antoci, the chairman and
CEO of Savings Bank of California; Barbara
Roberts, president of FPG International;
Howard Schultz, the CEO of Starbuck’s Cof-
fee; the Fel-Pro Corporation; and the Xerox
Corporation. This gathering represents a re-
markable groundswell of leadership within
the American business community, people
who are leading this country into the 21st
century with integrity and with vision. The
private sector always has been the engine of
wealth creation and job creation in our coun-
try. But now it must also help us to lead the
way and share in the partnership of getting
all of us to take responsibility for ourselves,
our families, our communities, and our coun-
tries.

As companies regain their prosperity in
this growing economy, business leaders with
the future in mind know we have to share
the fruits of the recovery with the employees,
the workers, the backbone of our success. Ul-
timately, the stability of our work force and
our society depends upon the faith of people
that if they work hard, they’ll get ahead, and
they’ll be treated fairly. That’s what’s really

at issue here. You may have your differing
interpretations about the results of the elec-
tions in 1994 or even those in 1992. But one
thing is abundantly clear: The most alienated
people in our society are people who are
working harder than they were 10 years ago
for lower wages, who feel insecure, who feel
that they’re just a cog in a machine—that
if they lose their job, no one will really care;
if they lose their health benefits and their
children can’t go to the doctor, no one will
really care; if they can never send their chil-
dren to college, no one will really care.

All of you know that investing in your
workers is the most important investment
you can make. You’re being honored today
because you’ve treated people not like cost
centers to be cut but wealth centers to be
strengthened because they, too—your work-
ers—face the competitive pressures of the
global economy. That’s a job that you and
I must share and a job we have to get all
other Americans to share. We have got to
restore the faith of hardworking people that
they can be in and be successful in the mid-
dle class. We’ve got to be able to send a shin-
ing signal to poor Americans that if they work
hard, they can work their way into the middle
class. We’ve got to give people a sense that
all of us know we’re all in this together. And
we have to do it together. I commit myself
to doing that with you in the years to come.

Joe Wilson, the pioneering founder of
Xerox, recognized the need for this kind of
visionary leadership when he said, ‘‘Our soci-
ety needs business people who can articulate
lofty goals and demonstrate high dedication
to those goals while they profit from the serv-
ices they offer.’’ Those words are very fitting
today. The companies being honored have
proven that you can have strong values and
a strong bottom line. I’ve had personal expe-
rience with some of them, and I thank them.

This is a time for all Americans and all
leaders to be bold. We can be confident, we
can have the kind of enthusiasm and vision
you exhibit every day because of the suc-
cesses that we are seeing in the American
economy. But we have got to keep working
until all Americans feel that they are a part
of this success.

I applaud you for your efforts in that re-
gard. And I am grateful, very grateful, to the
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Business Enterprise Trust for leading this
profoundly significant effort.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:57 p.m. by sat-
ellite from Room 459 of the Old Executive Office
Building to the Business Enterprise Trust meeting
in New York City. In his remarks, he referred
to journalist Diane Sawyer and television pro-
ducer Norman Lear.

Statement on Reorganization of the
Department of Agriculture
December 6, 1994

Today Secretary Espy announced that the
Department of Agriculture is closing over
1,200 field offices across the country. I com-
mend Secretary Espy for his leadership and
outstanding efforts to make Government
function better and more productively.

By creating one-stop-shopping field cen-
ters that consolidate a multitude of services
under one roof, we are showing a true com-
mitment to streamline Government and to
make it work better and cost less.

When fully implemented, the changes will
save about 2.5 million hours annually of
farmers’ time by slashing the paperwork bur-
den and reducing other bureaucratic require-
ments. This streamlining, coupled with the
overall reorganization of the Department,
will save taxpayers $3.6 billion over 5 years
and serve rural Americans with the common
sense they deserve. The effort to restructure
the USDA has been implemented with bipar-
tisan support and is an example of how
Democrats and Republicans can work to-
gether.

I am proud of the USDA reorganization
because it shows that with a lot of hard work,
Government can be changed to do a much
better job with fewer dollars. We are making
a USDA that makes sense for the customer
and the taxpayer. Secretary Espy should be
commended for implementing these changes
in a sensible and businesslike way.

Statement on Webster L. Hubbell
December 6, 1994

Webb Hubbell is an old friend, and Hillary
and I were saddened by today’s events. We

should also remember that Webb is a man
who has given much to his family, his com-
munity, and his country. The matter is in the
hands of the court, and I don’t think it would
be appropriate to say anything more at this
time.

Appointment of Members of the
President’s Export Council
December 6, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint 25 members to the Presi-
dent’s Export Council, including C. Michael
Armstrong as Chair and Elizabeth J. Cole-
man as Vice-Chair of the Council.

‘‘I am proud to announce the appointment
of such a talented and experienced group of
individuals to the Export Council,’’ the Presi-
dent said. ‘‘I look forward to their rec-
ommendations as we move ahead to reduce
the barriers of trade, open worldwide mar-
kets to our goods and services, and create
jobs for American workers.’’

NOTE: Appointments of the following members
were announced: J. Joseph Adorjan; C. Michael
Armstrong; John J. Barry; Carol Bartz; George
Becker; Edgar Bronfman, Jr.; Dean Buntrock;
John F. Carlson; Elizabeth J. Coleman; Susan
Corrales-Diaz; Lawrence Ellison; Ellen R. Gor-
don; Steven J. Green; Ray R. Irani; Michael H.
Jordan; Thomas Labrecque; Leslie McCraw; John
F. McDonnell; John Jay Moores; Dennis J. Picard;
Safi Qureshy; Frank Savage; Kathryn Turner;
Thomas Urban; and C.J. Wang.

Remarks at the Democratic
Leadership Council Gala
December 6, 1994

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you, Congressman McCurdy. Thank
you. Thank you. Thank you, Congressman
McCurdy. Hillary and I are delighted to be
here. I was so glad when Michael Steinhardt
and Al From and Will Marshall came up on
the stage. I thought we were occupying the
right wing all by ourselves here tonight.
[Laughter] I want to—it’ll get funnier as you
think about it. [Laughter] I want to thank
everybody on this stage, my wonderful and
longtime friend Lindy Boggs, who had me
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in her home in the Presidential campaign and
who has been such great inspiration to us.
And I thank Senator Lieberman and Senator
Breaux for whatever they said they were
doing, their kosher-Cajun partnership.
[Laughter] They have been wonderful.

I thank Dave McCurdy for the courageous
battle that he waged in Oklahoma against
some forces that I want to talk about more
in a moment and for going to New Hamp-
shire for me and for being the embodiment
of what the DLC is all about. He is very
young. I have lost two elections; I will make
a prediction about which I know quite a bit:
He will be back.

I want to thank my friend of many years,
Senator Chuck Robb, for waging what may
have been the most courageous campaign in
America. Twenty million dollars and all they
could throw at him later, he’s still standing
and well and proud, and we’re proud of him.
I want to thank Al From and Will Marshall
and Michael Steinhardt for believing in the
DLC and the PPI, for believing in the power
of ideas in public life.

You know, I was trying to think of what
I ought to say here tonight. I’ve gotten all
these good and bad and in-the-middle re-
ports about all these deliberations here. They
gave me some remarks at the office. I didn’t
like them, so I wrote some down; so no one
is to blame for what I say but me. But the
problem is I’m hurtling into middle age, and
I can no longer read my own writing from
this distance. [Laughter] But I’m going to do
the best I can.

Audience member. Do you want my
glasses?

The President. I’ve heard all these—no,
I brought my glasses, but I’m too vain to wear
them while I talk. [Laughter]

I got to thinking about, you know, how I
could describe this election, and was it one
of these situations where, well, they just
didn’t know what we’d done; they didn’t rec-
ognize what we’d done—the Democrats.
There’s some of that.

It reminded me of the story of the fellow
that ran a cleaners in New York City for 40
years. And his wife passed away, and his chil-
dren were all grown and educated, so he just
cashed in. He had a million dollars. He went
out and had a hair transplant, joined a spa

and lost 30 pounds, married a lady 40 years
younger than he was, and went to Florida
on his honeymoon, where a storm came up
when he was walking on the beach, lightning
struck him dead, and he was taken to heaven
immediately. And he looked in the face of
God, and he said, ‘‘I don’t want to be blas-
phemous, but how could you do this to me?
I mean, for 40 years I was faithful to my fam-
ily. I educated all my children. I worked 6
days a week. I paid every nickel I ever owed
in taxes. Finally, I have a chance to have a
little fun. How could you do this to me?’’
And God said, ‘‘Oh, Jake, I’m sorry, I didn’t
recognize you.’’ [Laughter]

So maybe, you know, there was a little bit
of that in this election. Then I thought, well,
maybe what we did was good, but they just
didn’t appreciate it. And I thought about the
story of the elderly couple rocking on the
porch. And they were way up in their seven-
ties, and they’d been married over 50 years.
The husband was a man of few words, and
he looked at his wife and he said, ‘‘Sarah,
you know, before we run out of time, there
are some things I have never said to you in
our married life together, and I’d feel remiss
if I didn’t. We got married, and I didn’t have
a nickel to my name. And we worked hard.
But the Great Depression came along, and
as soon as I built my business, it broke me,
and I was absolutely devastated. But you
never flinched, and you never left me. You
were so wonderful.’’ And she said, ‘‘Yeah,
that’s right.’’ He said, ‘‘Then I had to go to
World War II, and I got that terrible wound.
It took me a year to recuperate, but you were
there by my side every step of the way.’’ And
she said, ‘‘Yeah.’’ He said, ‘‘Then, finally in
1952, we finally saved up enough money to
move in our own home. We weren’t there
6 weeks before a tornado came along and
blew it down. We didn’t have any insurance
or anything. It took us another 10 years to
get a house, but you stayed with me all the
way through.’’ She said, ‘‘Yeah, I sure did.’’
He said, ‘‘Well, before it’s too late, I want
to say one thing to you. Sarah, you’re bad
luck.’’ [Laughter]

Well, there was also some real things. I
want to talk about them. But since one of
their leaders was quoting Roosevelt the other
day, I ought to say, I think we’re a lot more
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like Lincoln than they are like Roosevelt. And
it reminded me of when Lincoln sustained
a defeat, he said that it hurt too much to
laugh, and he was too old to cry, but it was
a slip and not a fall. And what I want to talk
to you tonight about is what’s really going
on in this country, not about the Democrats
and the Republicans and who loses and who
wins but who loses and who wins out in
America.

In 1992, late ’91 really, I got into the race
for President basically because I was con-
vinced deep down inside that there was
something amiss in this country, that we were
in danger of losing the American dream, that
more people were working harder for less,
that people who were poor but wanted to
work themselves into the middle class
weren’t able to do so, that we were coming
apart when we ought to be coming together,
and that the political system had reached the
point where it was almost incapable of deal-
ing with fundamental problems.

I ran out of a conviction that as a citizen
I ought to try to do something about it. I
ran because my experience as a Governor
made me believe that you really could roll
up your sleeves and reach across party lines
and other lines and solve real problems that
real people have. I ran because the DLC
made me believe that ideas could matter in
national politics just like they do in other
forms of public endeavor.

And when I started this campaign, nobody
but my mother gave me much chance to win.
But you know, what I was afraid of was that
I would win and people wouldn’t understand
how hard it would be to really change, not
only to change things on their merits but to
deal with the culture of Washington and to
communicate through the fog and the bliz-
zard to folks out in the country and also to
have communication be two-way, never to
lose touch with people, never to sever that
mystic cord that has to exist between a Presi-
dent and a Government and the people.

I knew that there were many dangers. One
is, just taking on tough issues is taking on
tough issues. If they were easy issues, some-
body else would have done them because a
poll would say it was popular to do. The sec-
ond is if you try to do a lot of things in a
short time, you’re going to make some mis-

takes. And I’ve made my fair share, and I
accept that. The third is that it is easy to
be misunderstood in a difficult time when
you’re a long way from where people live.
Ask Mr. McCurdy and Senator Robb. It’s
even easy to be demonized when you’re a
long way from where people live so that the
very people you try hardest to help are those
who turn away.

That’s the thing I regret about this election
more than anything else. All the people who
are working harder for lower wages and less
security then they were 10 years ago, they’re
the people I ran to help. All the people who
are trying to follow the rules and are sick
and tired of people benefiting who don’t,
who take advantage of the system whether
they’re rich or poor or somewhere in be-
tween, those are the folks that the Demo-
cratic Party ought to be championing and the
ones who ultimately will benefit if we stay
on the right course.

Well, we did a lot of things that they didn’t
like very much, especially after it got ex-
plained to them, as we say at home. I think
I was right when I opposed discrimination
and intolerance, but a lot of folks thought
I was just more concerned about minorities
than the problems for the majority.

I believe we were right when we stood up
to the NRA and said we ought to take these
military assault weapons off the street. But
a long way from the battlegrounds of the
inner cities, a lot of folks out in the country
said, ‘‘My Lord, I’m paying too much in taxes,
I can’t hold my job, and now they’re coming
after my gun. Why won’t they just let me
alone?’’

I believe we were right when we fought
to bring this terrible deficit down. Let me
tell you something, folks. The budget would
be in balance this year, were it not for inter-
est payments on the debt accumulated when
they had control and they ran this country
into the ditch. And before you listen to the
siren’s songs that will be offered in the next
year, you just remember this: Next time you
make out your Federal income tax check, 28
percent of it is going to pay interest on the
debt accumulated in the last 12 years before
we took over. So I think we were right to
do that.
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And yes, I think we were right to try to
find a way to stop health care costs from
going up at 3 times the rate of inflation, to
stop people from losing their health care or
having it explode if they have a kid sick or
if they change jobs, to try to find an afford-
able way for small business people and self-
employed people to buy private health insur-
ance. But by the time it got to the American
people, in both cases, it was characterized
as the Democrats are the party of Govern-
ment and taxes. And they don’t have a lot
of trust or faith in Government because
they’re working harder for less, less money.
Males in this country without a college de-
gree are making 12 percent less than they
were making 10 years ago working a longer
work week. We are the only country in the
world with an advanced economy where the
percentage of people with health insurance
under 65 is lower today than it was 10 years
ago.

That’s why these numbers don’t mean a
lot. That’s why the story I told you about
John and Martha don’t mean a lot. That may
be a good story. Sometimes you’re not happy
even if somebody does something good, if
you don’t like the result. There are still peo-
ple out there just killing themselves, think-
ing, ‘‘I’m doing everything I can. I’m working
a longer work week; I can’t afford a vacation
anymore. I’m paying more for health care.
I may lose my job tomorrow. My kid could
get shot on the way to school. And all my
money is going to people who misbehave.’’
Now, that’s what a lot of people think. And
they’re the very people that I’ve been up here
killing myself for 2 years trying to help and
the people they’ve been trying to help. Can
we get them back? You bet we can. But they
have to know we heard the lesson in the elec-
tion. They have to know we got the message.
But we cannot tell them we will always agree.
We cannot tell them we will always agree.
And we cannot tell them, even if the cost
is very great.

Sometimes people make decisions when
they are very, very angry, and sometimes
those decisions are good. Sometimes they’re
not so good. One of the first lessons I was
ever given at my mama’s knee was, ‘‘Count
to 10, Bill, before you say something.’’ I still
don’t do it all the time, and every time I

don’t, I’m sorry. [Laughter] Every time I
don’t, I’m sorry.

There is no prescription for a perfect world
in a difficult time of change where every
election works out and everybody is happy.
But we’ve got to let these folks know that
we heard them, because they’re the very peo-
ple that I ran for President to help. Now,
all my life, ever since I was a little boy, I
have seen people like that mistreated, dis-
advantaged, and then I have seen them in-
flamed with anger and enraged and taken ad-
vantage of. So I’m telling you, forget about
us. We owe it to them to let them know we
heard, and we’re fighting for them, and we’re
going to deliver.

I’ve got three things that I want to say.
I think we’ve got to reaffirm our convictions
with clarity. We’ve got to say what we did
and be proud of it. And we’ve got to engage
the Republicans in a spirit of genuine part-
nership and say, ‘‘You have some new ideas.
We do, too. Let’s have a contest of ideas.
But stop all this demonization and get on
with the business of helping America to build
this country.’’

Sometime in the next 2 or 3 days, if you
want to know how to state our principles with
clarity, go back and read the New Orleans
Declaration, 5 years ago. It’s just as good as
it gets:

We believe the promise of America is
equal opportunity, not equal outcomes. The
Democratic Party’s fundamental mission is to
expand opportunity, not Government. Amer-
ica must remain energetically engaged in the
world, not retreat from it. The United States
must maintain a strong and capable defense.
The right way to rebuild America’s economic
security is to invest in our people and to ex-
pand trade, not to restrict it. We believe in
preventing crime and punishing criminals,
not explaining away their behavior. The pur-
pose of social welfare is to bring the poor
into the economic mainstream, not to main-
tain them in dependence. Government
should respect individual liberty and stay out
of our private lives and personal decisions.
We believe in the moral and cultural values
most Americans share, individual responsibil-
ity, tolerance, work, faith, and family. We be-
lieve American citizenship entails respon-
sibilities as well as rights. And we mean to
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ask our citizens to give something back to
their communities and their country.

I believe that, and if you do, we’ve got
a great future.

Now, this is what I want to say to you:
You have to decide what your mission is in
this new world, because the truth is we are
already making a difference in the new
Democratic Party. In the last 2 years, despite
the atmosphere of contentiousness and all
the difficulty, more of the DLC agenda was
enacted into law and will make a difference
in the lives of the American people than al-
most any political movement in any similar
time period in the history of the United
States. And you ought to be proud of that.

You should not ask for a medal and we
shouldn’t ask for a medal because wages are
still stagnant and the future is still too uncer-
tain for too many millions of Americans, be-
cause the country is still coming apart at the
seams in many places because of family
breakdown and crime, and because Govern-
ment is still too much of a burden on a lot
of people. But you sure ought to be proud
of the start that has been made.

And if you don’t tell it, nobody else will.
So stand up and say, ‘‘Here is what we have
done. We’re going to build on it. We’re going
to go forward. We heard the message in the
election, but let’s don’t tear down what has
been done that’s good for the people who
control the future of this country.’’

You go back and read, go back and read
what the DLC specifically advocated. Prin-
ciples are fine, but sooner or later you’ve got
to do something, too. It really does matter,
you know. One of the great political thinkers
who is here in this audience tonight, whom
I will not embarrass, said to me, ‘‘You know,
one of the problems, Mr. President, is you’ve
been trying to do something.’’ And he told
me, he mentioned another political leader,
and he said, ‘‘You know, his popularity is very
great in this country because he has talked
a lot, but he hasn’t tried to do anything, so
he hasn’t upset anybody very much.’’

We have tried to do things. You should
be proud of that. It was not easy to bring
the deficit down 3 years in a row for the first
time since Truman. The DLC said we ought
to do it, and we did it. It was not easy.

It was not easy to figure out how to do
that and provide tax reductions—the first
step in the middle-class tax relief—to 15 mil-
lion working families with 40 million Ameri-
cans in it, people who work hard, have chil-
dren at the house, are on modest wages. We
don’t want them to go into welfare. We want
them to be out. We don’t want to tax anyone
into poverty. That’s what the earned-income
tax credit was. That was a DLC idea. We
did it. It provided more tax fairness than at
any time in 20 years, and you should be
proud of it. It changed people’s lives.

They talk about less Government. There
are 70,000 fewer people working for the Fed-
eral Government today than there were on
the day I was inaugurated. We are reducing
the size of the Federal Government by more
than a quarter of a million. If not one other
thing is done, because of what the Members
of Congress here present have already voted
for, we will have the smallest Federal Gov-
ernment since John Kennedy was President
at the end of this budget cycle. That is what
we have already done. The Republicans want
to do more? Come on, let’s do it. Let’s have
a partnership. Let’s have a contest. Let’s have
at it. We’re not through reducing Govern-
ment, but don’t deny the fact that we have
started it. We led the way. They didn’t begin
it; we did. Ask them to join us. Let’s go for-
ward.

And a dramatic thing happened that Mr.
McCurdy mentioned a minute ago: The
Democratic Party moved away markedly
from protectionism, into GATT, into
NAFTA, into reaching out to the Asian coun-
tries, into this Summit of the Americas with
all the countries in our region that are de-
mocracies. We did that. It was a fundamental
break with the past, and it is opening up new
vistas of opportunity. And we did it for one
simple reason. All the pressures we have to
keep wages down and to displace low-wage
workers from trade are there no matter what
we do. But because we demanded access to
markets and a fairer deal for American work-
ers and for American companies, we’re going
to create new high-wage jobs for America.
That was the DLC position. We have done
it: more trade advancement than at any time
in a generation. You ought to be proud of
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it, and you ought to stand up there and de-
fend it and talk about it.

And what are the results? Over 5 million
new jobs, more construction jobs this year
than the last 9 years combined, 11 months
of manufacturing job growth rate for the first
time in a decade. Those are the results.

And finally, we’re beginning to see some
high-wage job growth, more high-wage jobs
this year than the previous 5 years combined.
What is the challenge? How to get incomes
up and how to help people when they change
jobs not be riven with insecurity. That is the
challenge.

So, how are we going to do that? The first
thing we’ve got to do is to provide a system
of lifetime education and training. You want
to reverse income inequality in this country?
There is an education premium, and we had
better give it to every American who’s willing
to take it. That is the only way to do it.

Look at the education agenda, the best
year for education in 30 years: expanded
Head Start; national standards with grass-
roots reforms, like charter schools and char-
acter education programs, advocated by the
DLC; apprenticeship programs for young
people who don’t go to college. I had 13
CEO’s of the biggest companies in this coun-
try today into the White House to talk to
me about how we could get all the companies
in the country to participate in our school-
to-work program; how we can get 2 million
more young people, getting out of high
school and not going on to college, getting
decent jobs. And the middle class college
loan program that we had to face down enor-
mous vested interests to pass, making mil-
lions of young people eligible for lower inter-
est college loans and able to pay it back as
a percentage of their income so that nobody
need walk away from college. That was all
DLC advocacy. We did it. The American
people should know it, and you should be
proud of it.

The family leave law, immunizing all the
kids in this country under 2, tougher child
support enforcement, the welfare reform bill
that’s been in the Congress since last March,
these things are good for America. This ad-
ministration has also tried to give power back
to the States, something the GLC has always
been for. Twenty States, 20, have already re-

ceived permission to cut through Federal
rules and regulations to have their own wel-
fare reform proposals; 9 States, health care
reform proposals. These are things you have
advocated that we’ve already done.

The Republicans say they want to give
more power back to the States, more power
back to the cities. Tell them to come on. Let’s
contest their ideas. Let’s do it. Let’s do it
together. But don’t you walk away from the
fact that we started it, and we intend to finish
it, and we want them to go with us.

And we still have to implement that crime
bill, folks. A hundred thousand police means
that cities will get an average—and small
towns and rural areas—of 20 percent more
police. We know if they’re deployed prop-
erly, that it will lower the crime rate. Com-
munity policing, a DLC idea; we’ve been ad-
vocating it for years. And we believe in the
prevention programs; read our record. They
don’t. We’re right. The police are on our side.
Let’s fight to save those prevention pro-
grams. Let’s get those police in place. Let’s
have the tougher punishment. If they have
more ideas on crime, let’s have at it. But let’s
not stop implementing the crime bill until
we lower the crime rate and make streets
safe for American families and their children
again. And don’t forget that we passed it.

Finally, let me say that I want you to see
national service as the embodiment of what
we want to do. It has been attacked by some
who are coming into this new Congress. It
is not a Government program. It’s a corpora-
tion with Republicans and Democrats on the
board. It is not a bureaucracy. It’s totally
grassroots oriented. It is designed to promote
the concept of service in America and to re-
ward it with educational credits. There are
already more people in national service solv-
ing the problems of America at the grassroots
level than there were in the Peace Corps in
its largest year. There are 20,000 this year.
Year after next, if by cutting and investing
we can get the money, we will have 100,000.
So let us say, that’s where we are. That’s
where the new Democratic Party is. That’s
where the DLC is. Let’s ask the Republicans
to support national service, not to tear it up,
to go forward to build this country and make
it what it ought to be.
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The best thing you could do is what you
have done, put out 10 new ideas as a counter-
point to the Republican contract. That is the
best thing you can do. Let’s stand on them.
Let’s fight for those ideas.

Next week and the week after, I’ll be an-
nouncing some more of my new ideas. Let’s
do this with vision. Let’s do it with convic-
tion. Let’s make the effort it takes. Let’s put
country over party and challenge the Repub-
licans to do the same. Let’s say we do not
want to roll back the gains that the DLC
fought so hard for. They’re not liberal or con-
servative. They brought our party together.
They’ll bring our country together. And the
more the American people know about it,
the better they will like it. The answer is not
to reverse what we have done but to build
on it. The answer is to reach out to the mid-
dle class and say, ‘‘We know why you’re
angry. We know why you’re frustrated. We
got the message of the election. We’re not
going back on our principles, but we’re com-
ing right at you because we are hired to help
you build a better future for yourselves. That
is our only purpose.’’ If we do these things,
their predictions of our demise will be en-
tirely premature.

But I ask you now, once again, to think
about what your responsibility is. We always
talk about what other people’s responsibil-
ities are. What’s your responsibility? It’s to
join me in the arena, not in the peanut gal-
lery, in the arena, and fight and roll up your
sleeves and be willing to make a mistake now
and then and be willing to put your shoulder
to the wheel, be willing to engage, be willing
to struggle, be willing to debate, and enjoy
this.

The American people are going through
a great period of change. But let me tell you
something, folks, this is a very great country.
We can stand this conflict. This can be good
for us. It can be good for our party, but more
importantly, it can be good for the American
people. Never forget that it is no accident
that it was the United States that was asked
to be involved in putting an end to all this
conflict that’s gone on for centuries in North-
ern Ireland, the United States that was asked
to stand up to aggression in the Gulf or work
on peace in the Middle East or restore de-
mocracy to Haiti. We are committed to the

rest of the world, but we should see ourselves
sometimes a little more the way they see us.
This is a very great country.

The responsibility we have is not to win
elections, it is to fight for the people about
whom elections are fought. If we fight for
them and their children, then the elections
will take care of themselves. And if they
don’t, we’ll still be doing what’s right. That’s
my commitment, and it ought to be yours.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:26 p.m. in the
Green Room at the Sheraton Washington Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Michael Steinhardt,
chairman, and Will Marshall, president, Progres-
sive Policy Institute; Al From, president, Demo-
cratic Leadership Council; and former Represent-
ative Lindy Boggs.

Memorandum on Assistance for the
New Independent States of the
Former Soviet Union

December 6, 1994

Presidential Determination No. 95–8

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assistance Program for New
Independent States of the Former Soviet
Union

Pursuant to section 577 of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1994 (Titles I–V
of Public Law 103–87), I hereby certify that
Russia and the Commonwealth of Independ-
ent States continue to make substantial
progress toward the withdrawal of their
armed forces from Latvia and Estonia.

You are authorized and directed to notify
the Congress of this certification and to pub-
lish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 7.
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Teleconference Remarks to the Pearl
Harbor Survivors Association
December 7, 1994

The President. Nice to hear your voice.
Are you having a good meeting?

Lee Goldfarb. It’s great, sir, and we’re
in the middle of it. And everybody is gung
ho, waiting to do the right thing.

The President. Well, good for you. I
thank you for the invitation to come down
and address the banquet this evening. And
I’m sorry I couldn’t come, and I’m very grate-
ful to have this brief chance to speak with
you.

Let me begin by saying, on this very spe-
cial day, that I and all Americans can never
forget the services rendered and the sac-
rifices made by the members of your associa-
tion. I cherish the occasions that I’ve had to
meet with you and with other members of
veterans service organizations, and especially
the times that have meant the most to me
are the times that we’ve gathered to honor
your efforts in wartime. I look forward to par-
ticipating in the World War II 50th anniver-
sary commemorations next year.

It was a real honor for me, also, I want
to say, to sign the National Pearl Harbor Re-
membrance Day proclamation. I can’t be-
lieve that it took us 53 years to issue the first
one, but I’m very glad that we’re doing it
now.

One other point I wanted to make is that
I really appreciate the fact that you, Lee,
have sensitized me and the rest of Americans
to the fact that we must always recognize the
contributions not only of the naval personnel
but of the non-Navy, non-Pearl Harbor peo-
ple who often are slighted. And I’m glad that
your association includes veterans who were
stationed throughout the island of Oahu, and
not just at Pearl Harbor.

All of you who survived Pearl Harbor, as
I’m sure you must know, are a terrific inspira-
tion to all Americans and a constant reminder
that we must remain ever vigilant, that we
must never again be unprepared. Just a few
days ago, the Secretary of Defense and Gen-
eral Shalikashvili and I made a recommenda-
tion to beef up the defense budget in critical
areas over the next 5 years to make sure that
we maintain the strongest defense in the

world. And that is one of the lessons we have
learned from your service and your sacrifice.

Today, let me say again, I join with all the
American people in giving thanks to those
who served at Pearl Harbor on December
7th, 1941, and to all the other veterans of
World War II for the priceless liberty you
have helped us to secure. I thank you for
your service in wartime, and I thank you for
your continued citizenship and service to our
country.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:52 a.m. by tele-
phone from the Oval Office at the White House
to the association meeting in Tampa, FL. Lee
Goldfarb is president of the association.

Remarks on Lighting the National
Christmas Tree
December 7, 1994

Thank you, John Betchkal, Mrs. Betchkal,
Reverend León. I want to thank especially
our wonderful entertainers tonight: Willard
Scott, who would make anybody believe in
Santa Claus; Trisha Yearwood, it’s wonderful
to see you again; Richard Leech, you are ter-
rific. If I had a voice like you, I would have
stayed out of politics. [Laughter] And I want
to say a special word of thanks and congratu-
lations to the magnificent Aretha Franklin
who was recently honored at the Kennedy
Center Honors. We are glad to see all of you
here tonight. Thank you. We congratulate
the Cathedral Choir of Men and Boys for
the wonderful job that they did.

Let me say that Hillary and Chelsea and
I are delighted to be back here for our sec-
ond Pageant of Peace. I don’t know how
many of you were here last year, but it was
a lot colder. And I still feel in the Christmas
spirit and more comfortable doing so. I’m
glad to be here tonight, and I appreciate this
wonderful weather.

This year, we have a lot to be grateful for.
This is the first Christmas since the begin-
ning of the cold war when our parents can
tuck all of their children into bed on Christ-
mas Eve knowing that there are no Russian
missiles with nuclear warheads pointed at
them.
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In holy Bethlehem and throughout the
Middle East, ancient enemies are taking
giant steps toward peace and reconciliation.
Peace is making progress in Northern Ire-
land, in South Africa, in Haiti, and Eastern
and Central Europe, where people are mak-
ing courageous steps to escape the shackles
that have bound them.

Here at home, I appreciate what Willard
Scott said about prosperity coming back. And
we do have the strongest economy we’ve had
in many years, but let us never forget that
many of our people are living in poverty and
others are working hard in insecurity, and
that as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ,
the Prince of Peace, let us not forget His
lesson that one day we will be asked whether
we lived out His love in ways that treated
all of our brothers and sisters as we would
have treated Him, even the least of them.
He taught us all to seek peace and to treat
all people with love.

In this holiday season as we gather our
families and often go back to the places
where we grew up, this is a time to rededi-
cate ourselves to the things which matter
most, to our responsibilities, to our families,
our communities, and our country.

With all of our challenges in this holiday
season, we can take great comfort in knowing
that when we come together and seek God’s
help, we can meet any challenge. At this holi-
day season also, my fellow Americans, let us
extend our special gratitude and prayers for
the men and women of our Armed Forces
who protect the peace and stand sentry for
our freedom. Many of them are very, very
far from their families and friends; they must
be close to our hearts.

Finally let me say, this wonderful ever-
green Christmas tree, the ‘‘Tannenbaum’’
about which Aretha Franklin sang, is a sym-
bol of the enduring values of our lives. As
we light it, let it rekindle in our hearts faith
and hope and love for one another.

And now I wish God’s blessings on you
all at this special season, and I’d like to ask
Hillary and Chelsea to join me as we light
the Christmas tree.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:53 p.m. on the
Ellipse. In his remarks, he referred to John J.
Betchkal, chairman, Pageant of Peace, and his
wife, Kathleen; Rev. Luis León, pastor, St. John’s

Episcopal Church; and entertainers Willard Scott,
Trisha Yearwood, Richard Leech, and Aretha
Franklin.

Remarks on Signing the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act
December 8, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
As usual, you did a generous and magnificent
job of recognizing the contributions of all
these people who made this day possible. You
did, however, leave one very important per-
son out. If you hadn’t gone on television in
that national debate on NAFTA and refuted
the theory of the giant sucking sound—
[laughter]—I’m not sure we would be here
today. And we thank you for that.

I thank the Members of Congress who are
here and those who are not who have been
acknowledged. I thank the members of our
administration. I am so proud of all of them.
I want to say a special word of thanks to Sec-
retary Espy for helping us resolve these ter-
ribly difficult agricultural issues, without
which we would not have been able to get
this agreement. I thank Mickey Kantor and
Rufus Yerxa and John Schmidt and John
Emerson, all the people who worked on our
team. I thank the business community, a bi-
partisan group, a remarkably diverse group,
for standing up and being counted and work-
ing hard on this and our other trade initia-
tives.

I thank the Vice President for what he said
about trade. In the last 2 years we’ve not only
had NAFTA and GATT, but we have done
our outreach to Asia through the Asian-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation group. We’ve
had two meetings of the leaders of the APEC
countries now. We have reached a new
agreement with Japan which I believe is a
very good one, and we continue our efforts
there. And this evening I am leaving for the
Summit of the Americas in Miami, which Mr.
McLarty and others have done so much work
on to make a success.

Two days ago when I regrettably accepted
his resignation, Secretary Bentsen said that
history would show that the economic future
of our children and grandchildren will be
more secure because of the politically dif-
ficult decisions taken in the last 2 years. I
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appreciate his saying that. He had a lot to
do with them, and he’s earned a well-de-
served rest.

But I want to emphasize again how impor-
tant I think this trade issue is and why I think
it’s important for the people who are not on
the program today, the people who are work-
ing in our factories and working in our offices
and trying to raise their children and having
a difficult time.

When this administration and our eco-
nomic team took office, we were rightly con-
cerned about economic problems gripping
every advanced country in the globe and cer-
tainly affecting the United States, the prob-
lems of low growth, high unemployment,
stagnant incomes, declining benefits for
working people, increasing insecurity. It
seemed to me then and it seems to me now
that we had to have a serious, disciplined
strategy to reverse these trends; that if we
continue to see increasing inequality and loss
of opportunity, not among the working and
the nonworking but among people who are
all working full-time and longer workweeks
today than they were working 20 years ago,
that it is going to be very difficult for us to
preserve the essence of what America is, the
whole core of the American dream that peo-
ple here who work hard and obey the law
and play by the rules are going to be given
a chance to do better, going to be given a
chance to build a better world for their chil-
dren.

There were those, 2 years ago, and cer-
tainly there were those even in this debate
on GATT, who believe the only way we can
do that is to try to create a world that used
to be. I wonder sometimes about that world
that used to be. I remember what Will Rog-
ers used to say: ‘‘Don’t tell me about the good
old days. I lived through them. They never
was.’’ [Laughter] Well, that’s somewhat true,
but it is also true that for the last 10 or 15
years we have been struggling with longer
workweeks, declining security, increasing in-
equality, and a lot of people who literally
have worked harder for less.

Some say the answer is to try to just hunker
down within our borders. That is clearly not
an option. No country can escape the global
economy, and the greatest, largest, most
powerful country in the world cannot escape

the global economy. We must lead it in a
direction that is consistent with our values,
consistent with our interests, consistent with
what is necessary to keep the American
dream alive. That’s really what GATT is all
about.

We’ve worked hard here, these folks and
a lot of our friends from the Congress—and
a lot of you in this room have helped us—
to try to bring the deficit down, to try to re-
duce what I call yesterday’s Government, to
try to reduce destructive regulation and un-
leash the forces of creativity and enterprise,
to try to increase investment in the education
and training of our work force and in the
technologies of the future. But no matter
what we do, unless we can expand the mar-
kets for America’s products and services, we
will ultimately fail in our economic mission.

Yes, it is true that one of the reasons for
stagnant wages in the United States is intense
competition in our own markets and in other
markets from people who work for wages our
folks couldn’t live on. That will happen if
there is never another trade agreement in
the history of the United States. The reason
NAFTA was important, the reason GATT’s
important, the reason our outreach in Asia
is important, the reason this Summit of the
Americas is phenomenally important, and
why I wanted to be in this building today
with the fine Secretary General we’re very
proud to see in this leadership position, is
because America cannot and will not succeed
and we will never restore stability to the lives
of the working people of our country until
we have more folks buying what we sell, until
the work of our people is rewarded more.
And that can only happen if we have a fair
and increasingly open world trading system
that allows the free market to work and re-
wards the most productive people in the
world.

There are not many of them here today,
maybe, but the real victors in GATT are the
autoworkers, the accountants, the engineers,
the farmers, the communications workers,
the people who will now have a chance to
be more rewarded for their labors. Ulti-
mately, that is what the purpose of any coun-
try is about. So I am very, very happy to be
here.
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All of you know what’s in this agreement.
Let’s never forget what’s behind it, and let’s
never forget, too, that this is ultimately a vic-
tory for a couple of simple ideas, that people
ought to be able to relate more and more
and more every year now to people beyond
their borders, to work in harmony. The end
of the cold war imposes more than relief. It
gives us a responsibility to finally take advan-
tage of the interconnections that exist in the
world today. It’s a victory for the idea that
America can lead in the 21st century, that
we need not fear competition, that we want
our neighbors to do better than they have
been doing, and when they do better, we will
do better—old-fashioned, simple ideas.

We must never run away from the world.
We must go into the 21st century convinced
that the only way to preserve the American
dream is to be involved with the rest of the
world, to be willing to compete, to be deter-
mined to win, to be serious about overcoming
our problems, but to realize that the only way
you can ever do it is to see the opportunities
that are plainly there.

I want to thank every Republican and
every Democrat here. I thank my prede-
cessors for the work they did on this treaty.
I thank, especially, Presidents Carter, Ford,
and Bush for their lobbying here for the votes
we needed at the last minute. But most of
all, I am very pleased to see in recent days
evidence in public opinion surveys that for
the first time in history, the American people
see trade as more of an opportunity than a
threat. That is, of course, the ultimately criti-
cal factor, because we all serve at the suffer-
ance of the people. They have to believe in
themselves and their future and in an open
world. And I think that all of you who fought
these battles, and especially this last debate
on GATT, played a major role in persuading
the American people that the future is bright,
that our best days are ahead, and that we
are going forward with confidence. That ulti-
mately may be the most important signifi-
cance of the bill I am now proud to sign.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. at the
Organization of American States Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Cesar Juairia, Secretary
General, Organization of American States. H.R.

5110, approved December 8, was assigned Public
Law No. 103–465

Statement on the White House
Initiative on Welfare Reform

December 8, 1994

Today, after meeting with a group of Gov-
ernors from both parties, I am announcing
that the White House will convene a national
bipartisan working session on welfare reform
next month.

Welfare reform is a top priority for my ad-
ministration, for the Governors, for the new
Congress, and above all, for the American
people. Americans have asked their elected
officials to put aside politics as usual and
begin earnest work to solve our Nation’s
problems, and welfare reform is at the very
top of our agenda.

I have called for this session as a first step
in an honest dialog about our country’s bro-
ken welfare system and what we must do to
fix it. Washington doesn’t have all the an-
swers, and Government doesn’t, either.
Every one of us in this country has to begin
taking individual responsibility for turning
this country around.

I have worked on this issue for my whole
career in public life. When I was a Governor,
I worked closely with President Reagan and
Senator Moynihan to develop the bipartisan
consensus that led to passage of important
legislation to strengthen families and move
people from welfare to work.

I believe we must end welfare as we know
it, because the current welfare system is a
bad deal for the taxpayers who pay the bills
and for the families who are trapped on it.
The American people deserve a Government
that honors their values and spends their
money judiciously and a country that rewards
people who work hard and play by the rules.

People want their leaders to stop the par-
tisan bickering, come together, and roll up
their sleeves and get to work. This meeting
will be the beginning of a new day, not just
for the welfare system but for how our Gov-
ernment works.
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Proclamation 6761—Human Rights
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human
Rights Week, 1994
December 8, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every generation is blessed with its own

moral leaders and visionaries. Through the
years, America has been graced by the wis-
dom and guidance of Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson. Many
of us aspire to live the teachings of Martin
Luther King, Jr. The youth of today might
find strength in the courage of Vaclav Havel
or Nelson Mandela. Regardless of the vision-
ary, regardless of the generation, the content
of the vision endures: a commitment to free-
dom, an expectation of justice, and a belief
in the infinite value of humanity.

From a jail cell in Birmingham, Alabama,
Dr. King penned some of the most eloquent
words of the United States civil rights move-
ment: ‘‘Any law that uplifts human personal-
ity is just. Any law that degrades human per-
sonality is unjust.’’ Even in a place of absolute
confinement, King recognized that discrimi-
nation, ignorance, and intolerance are far
more imprisoning barriers than any common
construction of steel and barbed wire. And
true freedom demands more than beating
down prison walls. Equality only comes by
striking at injustice with reason and the
power of the law.

Our Bill of Rights and the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights are
powerful statements indeed. They have
moved humankind closer to realizing a soci-
ety of ‘‘just’’ laws—a society that upholds
what we believe is righteous and affirms what
we know is right.

Yet in celebrating the freedoms that are
ours as beneficiaries of democracy, we are
no less bound to those who remain prisoners
of prejudice, poverty, and violence. In this
Nation and in countries around the world,
it is unfortunate that much of Dr. King’s
work remains undone. Today, we rededicate
ourselves to Dr. King’s dream, to joining
President Mandela as he works to renew
South Africa, to standing with President

Havel as he promotes prosperity in the
Czech Republic—to championing the cause
of human dignity for people everywhere on
Earth. Freedom is the ability to reach out
and the responsibility to help build. With the
wind of justice at our backs, freedom is the
strength to lift all humanity to higher ground.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 10,
1994, as ‘‘Human Rights Day,’’ December
15, 1994, as ‘‘Bill of Rights Day,’’ and the
week beginning December 10, 1994, as
‘‘Human Rights Week.’’ I call upon all of the
people of the United States to mark these
observances with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:23 a.m., December 9, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 12.

Remarks to Summit of the Americas
Volunteers in Miami, Florida
December 8, 1994

Thank you. Thank you. Well, ladies and
gentlemen, the first thing I want to say is
a hearty thank-you for letting the ‘‘he-coon’’
stay in the tree in Tallahassee for 4 more
years.

I am delighted to be here and Hillary is
delighted to be here with Lawton and Rhea,
with Buddy and Anne and Bob and Adele
Graham and so many of our friends here in
Florida.

You know, I was trying to remember just
exactly how I got talked into having this sum-
mit in Miami, and it—yeah—[laughter]—
when I got out of the airplane tonight I re-
membered why I was smart enough to want
to come here in December. Actually, I have
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very vivid memories of this sort of one-two
punch that I got not all that long ago. We
decided to have this summit after NAFTA
was successfully concluded, and it wasn’t
long before I started hearing from all my
friends from Florida. And it wasn’t long be-
fore Lawton and Rhea said that they had to
see me about a matter of dire importance—
[laughter]—reminding me not once but 500
times of all the things they had done for
me—[laughter]—and for Al Gore and for our
administration. And then when they got
through, I got a call from Bob Graham, who
reminded me about how many years we sat
together in the Governors Conference when
he taught me how to be a Governor. [Laugh-
ter] And by the time they got through with
me, I couldn’t see anyplace else on the map.
[Laughter]

I want to thank you all for the magnificent
job you have done. The leaders have all been
recognized, and I thank all of them all over
again. I thank our team who’s worked so hard
on this, the Secretary of the Treasury and
our Trade Ambassador, Secretary Bentsen
and Ambassador Kantor. I want to say a spe-
cial word of thanks to Mack McLarty who
coordinated this for the White House; he did
so much work.

I appreciate the way you cheered for Janet
Reno. I don’t know if you all know this—
I didn’t know it myself, or I forgot it until
I picked up the Miami Herald this morning,
but I now have three Cabinet members from
Dade County. They say we’ve got to get away
from any sort of quotas—that’s what the Re-
publicans are telling us—and so I just ‘‘over-
quota-ed’’ Dade County. [Laughter] Janet
Reno and Carol Browner, and there’s a won-
derful article in the Miami Herald today
about the Secretary of Treasury-designate,
Bob Rubin, who grew up here and went to
high school. And so we are delighted to be
here.

Let me just say one serious word to all
of you, those of you who have worked so hard
for months and months and months, this is
basically a celebration, a chance for us to say
thank you. It was urged on me by some quar-
ters that the appropriate thing to do, if we
were going to have leaders from all over the
hemisphere here, was to have this meeting
in Washington. And I said, the last time I

checked, most Americans were somewhere
else—[laughter]—and that when deciding
where we ought to have this, that Miami was
the place that was most representative of our
whole hemisphere in the United States.

I hope that you can fully grasp the signifi-
cance of what we are here doing. Every coun-
try in the world today, at the end of the cold
war and the emergence of an exploding glob-
al economy with all sorts of opportunities but
profound problems, every country is fighting
a battle within itself between hope and fear,
between reaching out and drawing back, be-
tween believing in the best of its potential
and giving in to the worst, or at least walking
away from the challenge.

This morning at the magnificent head-
quarters of the Organization of American
States, the Vice President and I went there
to the auditorium, and I signed the legislation
adopting the GATT world trade treaty. In
the last 2 years, our administration has re-
lentlessly pursued an economic strategy de-
signed to make sure Americans could com-
pete and win and be rewarded for their work
in the 21st century, not by withdrawing from
the world and hunkering down but by reach-
ing out to the world and embracing it. We
have reduced our deficit. We have increased
our investment in education and training. We
have focused on the needs of every region
of our country. We worked hard here, for
example, to try to help rebuild after the
things that happened to Homestead and the
rest of south Florida in the hurricane.

But we know, we know no matter what
else we do, unless we have people around
the world who buy our products and services,
people who will join with us in combating
the problems of the world from environ-
mental problems to terrorism to organized
crime to the drug problems, unless we have
people who will be our partners in democ-
racy and freedom, we can never be fully what
we ought to be. That is the significance of
this summit.

It builds on what happened with NAFTA.
It builds on the GATT agreement. It builds
on our efforts to reach out to the world. This
is the largest summit of world leaders ever
hosted here, 34 democratically elected lead-
ers from this entire hemisphere joining hands
together, not because we agree on everything
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but because we agree on the important
things and because we believe in the promise
of freedom; we believe in the promise of de-
mocracy; we believe in the promise of open,
free trade; we believe in the promise of the
human potential of the people of the United
States and every other country here.

And so we come here representing people
from the tip of Alaska to the tip of Argentina
to plan and to build and to dream for all
of you and for your children because we be-
lieve in the promise of America. We are elat-
ed that others have embraced the challenge
and the promise of freedom and democracy
and free enterprise. I know you wish us well,
and if this meeting turns out to have the pro-
found historic significance that it should, I
hope for the rest of your life you will remem-
ber how hard you worked on it and be justly
proud.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 p.m. at the
Sheraton Bal Harbour. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. Lawton Chiles of Florida and his wife,
Rhea; Lt. Gov. Buddy MacKay and his wife, Anne;
and Senator Bob Graham and his wife, Adele. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 4
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary

Clinton hosted a reception for the Kennedy
Center Honors recipients. In the early
evening, they traveled to Budapest, Hungary,
to attend the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe.

December 5
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton arrived in Budapest.
In the afternoon, following the President’s

meeting with President Arpad Goncz and

Prime Minister Gyula Horn of Hungary, the
President and Hillary Clinton returned to
Washington, DC.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton hosted a congressional reception in
the Diplomatic Reception Room at the
White House.

December 6
In the late morning, the President met

with the School to Work National Employer
Leadership Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eugene Branstool to be Chairman
of the Federal Agricultural Mortgage Cor-
poration.

December 7
The President announced his intention to

appoint Milton Irvin and Judith A. Scott to
be members of the Advisory Committee on
the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint JoAnn Jones as a member of the Na-
tional Advisory Council on Indian Education.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lilliam Rangel Pollo to be a mem-
ber of the National Council on Disability.

December 8
The President announced his intention to

nominate John L. Bryant, Jr., and Phillip
Frost to be members of the National Mu-
seum Services Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Albert J. Dwoskin to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Securities
Investor Protection Corporation.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to Miami, FL, to attend the
Summit of the Americas.

December 9
In the early afternoon, the President ad-

dressed summit participants at the Jackie
Gleason Theater for the Performing Arts in
Miami Beach, FL.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton attended a reception for summit
heads of state and their spouses at the Bilt-
more Hotel Country Club in Coral Gables,
FL.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Michael Lewan as Chair and Maura
Temes as a member of the Commission for
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1 This release was not received in time for inclu-
sion in the appropriate issue.

the Preservation of America’s Heritage
Abroad.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Harry Robinson to be a member of
the Commission of Fine Arts.

The President announced his intention to
appoint David Gardner to be a member of
the President’s Committee on the Arts and
Humanities.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine die
on Thursday, December 1, no nominations were
submitted during the period covered by this issue.
The first session of the 104th Congress will con-
vene on January 4, 1995.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 2 1

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s support of Carlos
Salinas’ candidacy to lead the new World
Trade Organization

Released December 4

Transcript of an exchange with reporters by
Secretary of State Warren Christopher and
Hungarian Foreign Minister Laszlo Kovacs
in Budapest, Hungary

Released December 5

Transcript of an interview of Chief of Staff
Leon Panetta with network and radio pool
reporters

Released December 6

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on National Security Adviser Anthony
Lake’s meeting with Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams

Released December 7

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Myers

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser Sandy Berger, Treas-
ury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen, Commerce
Secretary Ron Brown, U.S. Trade Represent-
ative Mickey Kantor, and Under Secretary
of State for Economic Affairs Joan Spero on
the Summit of the Americas

Released December 8

Transcript of a press briefing by the Vice
President on the Summit of the Americas

Released December 9

Transcript of a press briefing by Summit of
the Americas Coordinator Thomas F. (Mack)
McLarty, Deputy National Security Adviser
Sandy Berger, U.S. Trade Representative
Mickey Kantor, Secretary of Labor Robert
Reich, Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown,
and Under Secretary of State for Economic
Affairs Joan Spero on the Summit of the
Americas

Transcript of a press briefing by Chief of
Staff Leon Panetta on the resignation of Sur-
geon General Joycelyn Elders

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved December 8

H.R. 5110 / Public Law 103–465
Uruguay Round Agreements Act
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