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Week Ending Friday, December 23, 1994

Proclamation 6762—Wright
Brothers Day, 1994
December 15, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On a windy December day 91 years ago,

Orville and Wilbur Wright made history. In
12 seconds of flight, they demonstrated to
the world that mortals really could touch the
sky in powered flight. In the decades since,
Americans have continued to make history
with countless achievements in aviation and
aerospace technology.

America leads the world in aeronautics
technology, and that leadership is directly re-
flected in the success of our aircraft industry.
The legacy of the Wright brothers is clear:
in the past year, the U.S. aeronautics industry
sold more than $100 billion in products and
employed more than a million people in
high-quality jobs. Aircraft are the Nation’s
top manufactured export, with more than
$40 billion in sales in 181 countries around
the world.

We have a grand history and a promising
future in aeronautics. The enactment of the
General Aviation Revitalization Act of 1994,
which I signed into law last August, provides
a significant opportunity to reassert Ameri-
ca’s global leadership in general aviation air-
craft. Offering the promise of new jobs and
an enhanced economic climate, this measure
applies the kind of innovation, creativity, and
vision exemplified so many years ago by the
Wright brothers.

Today, Orville and Wilbur’s perseverance
continues to challenge and inspire us as we
take the lead in cutting-edge aeronautics
technology. The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration is working with indus-
try to develop technologies that will make
conventional aircraft safer, more affordable,
and more environmentally friendly. Govern-

ment and industry researchers are also work-
ing in partnership to transform the concept
of affordable commercial supersonic flight
into a reality early in the next century. These
technological advancements in aviation and
aerospace will continue to contribute to our
success and prosperity. The dream that
began on a lonely stretch of beach near Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina, has taken us through
the sound barrier and into space—and the
future holds endless possibilities.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36
U.S.C. 169), has designated December 17 of
each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation inviting the
people of the United States to observe that
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim December 17, 1994, as
Wright Brothers Day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of December, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:35 a.m., December 16, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 19. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
December 17, 1994

The President. Good morning. Today I’m
speaking from the Northern Virginia Com-
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munity College in Annandale, Virginia,
where I’m joined by 50 students and the Sec-
retary of Education, Dick Riley, who will
speak with you in a moment.

In this holiday season, families come to-
gether to reflect on the past year and plan
for the year ahead. It’s a time to be with
our children and think about their futures.
For students near the end of high school,
it’s a time to think about continuing their
education after graduation.

Our people face greater challenges than
ever to get ahead. For too long, too many
Americans have worked harder for less. I ran
for President to change that, to help ordinary
people compete and win in the new Amer-
ican economy, to restore the American
dream for middle class families.

For 2 years, we’ve pursued an economic
strategy that has helped to produce over 5
million new jobs. But this growth has not pro-
duced higher incomes for most Americans,
especially those without more than a high
school education, at the very time it’s more
important than ever to get a good education
after high school and then to keep learning
throughout adult life.

It’s more expensive than ever before. In
the decade before I took office, the cost of
college tripled. Too many people are being
priced out of a fair shot at high-quality edu-
cation. If we can’t change that, we’re at risk
of losing our great American middle class and
of becoming a two-tiered society with a few
successful people at the top and everyone
else struggling below.

Fifty years ago, an American President
proposed the GI bill of rights. It helped
World War II veterans go to college, buy a
home, raise their children; it built this coun-
try. Last Thursday night, I proposed a middle
class bill of rights, four new ideas to help
middle class Americans get ahead. Here’s
how it will work.

The first proposal is especially important
to people at this community college. If your
family makes less than $120,000, the tuition
you pay for college, community college, grad-
uate school, professional school, vocational
education, or worker training will be fully de-
ductible from your taxable income, phased
up to $10,000 a year. Nothing like this has
ever been done before.

Second, if your family makes $75,000 a
year or less, you’ll receive a tax cut phased
up to $500 for every child under the age of
13.

Third, if your family makes less than
$100,000 a year, you’ll be able to put $2,000
a year, tax-free, into an individual retirement
account, but you’ll also be able to withdraw
the money, tax-free, for education, a first
home, or the care of an elderly parent.

Finally, the middle class bill of rights will
take the billions of dollars that Government
spends on job training and make that money
directly available to American workers so that
you can spend it as you decide, when you
need to learn new skills to get a new job
or a better job.

Of course, we have to pay for all this. On
Thursday night I proposed dramatic reduc-
tions in three more Cabinet departments.
And Monday morning Vice President Gore
and I will outline these cuts in more detail.
But today I want to ask Secretary Riley to
talk about why education is a top priority in
the middle class bill of rights.

Secretary Riley.

[At this point, Secretary Riley discussed the
middle class bill of rights and education.]

The President. Thank you, Secretary
Riley.

My fellow Americans, this middle class bill
of rights will further the agenda of this ad-
ministration and, more importantly, our com-
mon mission as Americans: to expand middle
class incomes and opportunities; to promote
the values of work and family, responsibility
and community; and to help Americans com-
pete and win in the new American economy
of the future.

With all the challenges we face today, ours
is still the greatest country in the world. Let’s
keep it that way for our children and for fu-
ture generations. I thank Secretary Riley for
joining me and wish you all a very happy holi-
day season.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
Northern Virginia Community College, Annan-
dale, VA.
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Statement on the Helicopter
Tragedy in North Korea
December 18, 1994

We have been informed by the Govern-
ment of the Democratic Republic of North
Korea, through Congressman Bill Richard-
son who is in Pyongyang, that one of the pi-
lots of the U.S. Army helicopter that strayed
into North Korean airspace on December 16,
Chief Warrant Officer David Hilemon of
Clarksville, TN, was killed in the downing
of the helicopter. North Korean officials have
told Congressman Richardson that the other
crewman, Chief Warrant Officer Bobby Hall
of Brooksville, FL, is alive and reportedly
uninjured. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the families of both of these dedicated avi-
ators.

Congressman Richardson, who has been
in continuing contact with Secretary of State
Warren Christopher during this period, has
at my instructions told the North Korean
Government that we want prompt access to
Chief Warrant Officer Hall and his return
to a U.S. facility along with the remains of
Chief Warrant Officer Hilemon. We are
using all available channels to press for an
early resolution of this matter.

This tragic loss of life was unnecessary.
Our primary concern now is the welfare of
Chief Warrant Officer Hall and his return
along with the body of Chief Warrant Officer
Hilemon. Congressman Richardson, who has
worked tirelessly to resolve this matter over
the past 2 days, is staying in North Korea
for now and will remain in constant contact
with North Korean officials on our behalf.

Remarks on the Middle Class Bill of
Rights and North Korea
December 19, 1994

The President. Last week, I outlined my
proposal for a middle class bill of rights to
help the American people restore the Amer-
ican dream. The GI bill after World War II
gave a generation of Americans a chance to
build their own lives and their own dreams.
Now we can help a new generation of hard-
working people get the right education and
skills, raise their children, and keep their

families strong so that they can get ahead
in the new American economy.

I want to take just a moment to remind
you of the four features in that bill of rights.
First, for a family making less than $120,000,
the tuition they pay for postsecondary edu-
cation, training, and retraining would be fully
deductible from a taxable income, phased up
to $10,000 a year; second, for a family with
an income of $75,000 a year or less, a tax
cut phased up to $500 a year for every child
under the age of 13; third, for families with
incomes under $100,000 a year, the ability
to put away $2,000 tax-free into an IRA and
then withdraw that money tax-free for costs
of education, health care, first-time home, or
the care of an elderly parent. Finally, we will
make billions of dollars available that the
Government normally spends itself, through
separate job-training programs, directly to
workers who can decide on how best to use
the money to learn new skills.

There’s only one reason we can afford to
do this at this time. We have worked very
hard to cut Government spending and to
bring the deficit under control. The Govern-
ment debt increased by 4 times during the
12 years before I took office. I want to re-
mind you what that burden means. It means
that this April when people make out their
checks to the Government, 28 cents of every
dollar of Federal income tax will be necessary
to pay interest on the debt accumulated be-
tween 1981 and the day I was inaugurated.
It is our responsibility to turn that around,
and we have been working to fulfill it. We
have already passed budgets that cut the defi-
cit by $700 billion, eliminate 100 Govern-
ment programs, and cut over 300 others.

A major part of this endeavor has been
the reinventing Government initiative led by
the Vice President. I have worked hard to
reduce and to redirect governments for many
years, since my early days as Governor of my
State, when we were one of the first States
in the country to adopt a statewide total qual-
ity management program, which resulted in
cutting regulation and paperwork, eliminat-
ing agencies and departments and programs
that were unnecessary. Now we are cutting
things that can be cut. We propose to stop
doing things that Government doesn’t do
very well and that don’t need to be done by
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Government. And we believe we should in-
crease our efforts where Government can
make a real, positive difference in the lives
of ordinary Americans. We have to change
yesterday’s Government and make it work for
the America of today and tomorrow.

In the last 2 years, we have made a good
beginning. We have begun to shrink the Fed-
eral Government’s bureaucracy to its small-
est size in 30 years. The work force of the
Federal Government is already almost
100,000 below where it was on the day we
were inaugurated. We are on the way to a
reduction of 272,000 positions, cuts that are
freeing up money to invest in our people.
For example, every dollar that goes to fund
the crime bill, which is a direct transfer of
investment to our local communities at the
grassroots level, comes from the cuts we are
making.

Later today at the Justice Department, I
will announce new efforts under the crime
bill to finish our commitment of putting
100,000 more police officers on the street
and stop the crime that punishes so many
American families.

We have to continue to meet our respon-
sibilities to the next generation. We must pay,
therefore, for the middle class bill of rights
with new reductions in Government spend-
ing, dollar for dollar, spending cuts to pay
for tax cuts, with no new cuts in Medicare
and Social Security. I call on Congress to
meet that same responsibility in their delib-
erations.

Our administration has just completed a
review in which we have identified $24 bil-
lion in cuts in bureaucracy, redtape, and out-
moded programs to help to do this. And we
are committed to continuing the freeze on
discretionary spending, which will save an-
other $52 billion in the next 5-year budget
cycle.

We will do even more to shrink yesterday’s
Government. I have called on the Vice Presi-
dent to review every single Government pro-
gram and department for further possible re-
ductions. He’s also going to review the Fed-
eral regulatory process, and we have spent
a good deal of time on that already, so that
we can get better results for the public with
less interference in their lives.

Vice President Gore is here to discuss the
details of our next round of proposals in rein-
venting Government, along with Director
Alice Rivlin and the heads or representatives
of five agencies in which we are proposing
reductions now, including Secretary
Cisneros, Secretary Peña, Deputy Secretary
White, General Services Administration Di-
rector Roger Johnson, and Office of Person-
nel Management Director Jim King. I want
to thank them and our entire economic team
for their hard work in the last few weeks.

I also want to say a special word of thanks
to people who often get overlooked in this,
and that is the employees of the United
States Government. The work they have
done in the last 2 years to help us to reduce
the size of the Federal work force by 100,000
already, to implement plans to take it down
to a total of 272,000, and even more with
the announcements we are making today,
that work is truly exemplary. It would be
envied by many of our biggest corporations
in this country. They have rolled up their
sleeves; they have been creative; they have
found ways for us to save taxpayer money
and redirect that into the middle class bill
of rights and to investing in our future.

This has been—I want to emphasize—a
very disciplined, well-organized process. We
have not let rhetoric and recklessness domi-
nate it. This has been about reality. And
again, as we go into the New Year, that ought
to be our motto, as I said the other night:
Country first, politics-as-usual dead last;
focus on reality, not rhetoric and not reck-
lessness.

It is not enough to cut Government just
for the sake of cutting it. Government is not
inherently good or bad. In a new time, with
a new economy, with new demands on ordi-
nary American families, we need a leaner but
not a meaner Government. We need to put
Government back on the side of hardworking
Americans. That means I will oppose certain
cuts if they undermine our economic recov-
ery, undermine middle class living standards,
undermine our attempts to support poor
people who are doing their best to raise their
children and want to work their way into the
middle class, undermine our attempts to im-
prove education, protect our environment,
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and move us into the future with a high-
wage, high-growth economy.

As I said last Thursday night, what we real-
ly need is a new American Government for
this new American economy in the 21st cen-
tury, one that is creative and flexible, that’s
a high-quality, low-cost producer of services
that the American people need and that can
best be provided at the national level. The
best thing we can do in this process is to
follow the model that smart companies have
done, which is to develop a good plan, put
good people in charge, and pursue the goal
with vigor.

I am confident that I chose the right per-
son to lead the reinventing Government ef-
fort. I want to thank the Vice President and
all of his team. They have done wonderful
work. And I’d like now to turn the podium
over to Vice President Gore.

[At this point, the Vice President outlined the
reinventing Government plan and introduced
the agency officials who presented the new
proposals.]

North Korea

Q. Can we ask the President a question?
The President. Let me just—let me make

a brief statement. I want to say just two
things about the North Korean situation.
First of all, I called the families of the two
soldiers involved today to express my concern
and, in the case of the gentleman who was
killed, my condolences, to the family. And
I told them what I can tell you. I’ve worked
on this all weekend. I’m going to keep work-
ing on it, and we’re working on an early reso-
lution of it. We’re doing the very best we
can. I don’t have any details to tell you now.

As you know, I think, Congressman Rich-
ardson is in North Korea, and he is working
with us and also doing a very fine job. I have
nothing else to say at this time, except it’s
a high priority, we’re working on it, and we’re
going to do our best to resolve it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Remarks Announcing the Selection
of Joseph Brann as Top Cop
December 19, 1994

Thank you very much, Chief Brann, for
your remarks and your commitment. We’re
delighted to have you and your fine family
here and on board. Chief Sanders, thank you
for your remarks and for your work. To Gen-
eral Reno and to Director and former Chief
Brown, and the Deputy Attorney General,
the Associate Attorney General, to the Mem-
bers of Congress who are here, and the may-
ors, and other leaders of people who will ben-
efit from this work that is being done. This
is a very happy day for the people of the
United States.

I ran for President because I wanted to
restore the American dream and bring this
country together as we move into the 21st
century. And there were three sort of slogans
that, from time to time, I used to try to cap-
ture what I thought we ought to be about.
One was ‘‘putting people first,’’ restore the
values of middle class America. The other
was, ‘‘Don’t stop thinking about tomorrow,’’
which basically means we’re hurtling into the
future at a rapid rate, and we better prepare
for it. The third was the idea that we needed
a covenant in this country, not just a deal
but a covenant, a solemn agreement that we
would attempt in the Government to provide
more opportunity, but that the citizens of
America would assume more personal re-
sponsibility for themselves, their families,
and then in the process we would build the
American community again.

We can’t do any of that if the people of
this country feel afraid on their streets, in
their homes, and in their schools. And we
are taking a stand against that. But we’re also
doing it in a way that reinforces our commit-
ment to thinking about the future and the
need for people to assume more personal re-
sponsibility, all of us.

When I had the honor of addressing the
Nation last Thursday night, and I was able
to outline the middle class bill of rights,
which will be at the center of our agenda
when the Congress comes back, to give peo-
ple the opportunity to invest in their chil-
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dren’s education, in the raising of their chil-
dren, in savings so that the money will be
there if it’s needed for health care or caring
for a parent or preparing for future edu-
cation, I said that we were going to do that
not by increasing the Government deficit or
raising taxes but by reducing the size of Gov-
ernment, by paying for it.

The deficit of this country quadrupled in
the 12 years before I became President, and
I want you to think about this when you make
out your income tax check in April: 28 cents
of every dollar you pay to us next April will
go to pay for the interest run up on the debt
accumulated between 1981 and January of
1993.

So today the Vice President and I an-
nounced some dramatic changes in reduc-
tions in the Federal Government, cutting
yesterday’s Government so we could invest
in tomorrow’s community empowerment
through the middle class bill of rights. But
the first example of doing that is what we’re
here to celebrate today, the crime bill. Cut
and invest.

We did not raise the deficit a penny to
pay for the crime bill. We did not raise taxes
a penny to pay for the crime bill. The Con-
gress supported a reduction in the Federal
Government to its smallest size in 30 years
so that we could put these 100,000 police
on the street. That is an example of what
the Government should be doing to exercise
its responsibility to give people at the com-
munity level and law enforcement and the
local leaders the power they need to move
forward.

And I’d like to say that I’m very proud
of everything that was in that crime bill. I’m
proud of the 100,000 police. I’m proud of
the punishment and the prevention. I believe
in ‘‘three strikes and you’re out,’’ and I be-
lieve in trying to keep kids from making the
first strike. And I think most law enforcement
people do as well. And I believe that those
of you who live and work in our communities,
know best what your problems are and can
best solve them.

One of the things that I learned as a Gov-
ernor for a dozen years is that we really do
need national leadership in many areas, but
when it comes to deciding exactly how to
solve problems, and how to seize opportuni-

ties, there’s very little I can do in Washing-
ton, DC, that will solve the problems that
Chief Sanders deals with in San Diego, ex-
cept to give him the tools to do the job. That
is the ultimate decision that the Congress
made in the crime bill.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Chief Brann for agreeing to come all the way
across the country to the most regularly con-
demned city in America, Washington, DC,
to do this job. He was selected in part be-
cause he believed in community policing.
And you heard that today.

One of the new ideas that I came across
as I traveled the country was this whole idea
of community policing, not just as a device
for patrolling the streets but as the chief said,
as a philosophy of law enforcement. And it
makes so much sense. You’ve already heard
that we have now put about 10,000 of our
100,000 police officers in process to be on
the street. And we’re going to keep going
until it’s all done.

Today we have over 600 jurisdictions in
our country who are going to get police offi-
cers: over 300 in Chicago, almost 50 in San
Diego—that’s not why the chief came here
to brag on this, though; he really believes
in it—almost 100 in Detroit, nearly 80 in Bal-
timore, over 150 in Philadelphia.

Not long ago, I received a letter jointly
signed by the mayor and the police chief of
Odessa, Texas. That was one of the first cities
to receive community policing money from
the crime bill. They told me that since they
began to institute aggressive community po-
licing, serious crimes have dropped 43 per-
cent, fewer murders, fewer rapes, fewer rob-
beries, fewer assaults. I say this to make this
point: One of the things that I saw happening
out in America when this crime bill was being
debated in Congress is that the American
people one day would wake up and they
would cheer the Congress for trying to deal
with crime. And then someone would raise
a question about this effort or that effort or
the other effort, and their cynicism would
rise up because they said, ‘‘Oh, the crime
rate has been going up for 30 years, and it’s
terrible, and it’s never going to get any better,
and nobody can do anything about it.’’

That is wrong. The crime rate can go
down, just as it came up. And we are commit-
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ted to taking it down. Ultimately, the purpose
of the crime bill is to give people at the grass-
roots the power to lower the crime rate, not
to hire more police, to have fewer crimes.
That is the purpose of what we are doing.
And it can happen. It happened in Odessa,
Texas. It’s happened in a lot of big cities
around this country. It can happen all over
America.

I know that Members of this new Congress
have some ideas about fighting crime. I wel-
come those ideas. I ask them only to remem-
ber that we should do what was done in the
last Congress: listen to the people in law en-
forcement; listen to the people in community
organizations; listen to the people at the
grassroots level who know how to catch
criminals, but who also know how to prevent
crime and lower the crime rate. If we listen
to people at the grassroots level and enlist
ourselves as your supporters, then we can
continue to make progress on crime. But I
also have to say that I don’t think we should
turn back on the progress we have made. We
shouldn’t give up on this community policing
program. We ought to keep going until there
are 100,000 more police on the street. And
I’m going to do my dead-level best to make
sure we don’t turn back.

I’m going to come up with plenty of budg-
et cuts. But we shouldn’t cut the money that
Lee Brown and people all over America need
for drug prevention, drug education, drug
treatment, things to lower the problem of
drugs so we can lower the crime rate in that
way. We shouldn’t do that.

And even though we did not have a major-
ity in both parties for the Brady bill, and we
certainly didn’t have a majority in both par-
ties for the assault weapons ban last time,
I think we ought to leave them right where
they are. We ought to stay with it, and go
forward and implement it.

I think all of you know that there’s one
thing the skeptics said during the crime bill
debate that was right. It wasn’t an argument
to vote against the crime bill, but it was true.
We can pass all these laws and come up with
all this money and all these prohibitions, but
if we don’t implement it right at the grass-
roots level, the crime rate won’t go down.
That is true. We could have 50 crime bills
and a million police officers, and if the Amer-

ican people don’t join in the fight, the crime
rate won’t go down.

So the last thing that I’d like to say is that
if community policing is more than a deploy-
ment of police officers, and is really a philos-
ophy of law enforcement, it is two words:
police and community. That means that
neighbors have to help neighbors, parents
have to raise kids, that schools have to do
things they didn’t used to have to do. But
if we do this together, then this community
policing can be the banner of a safer Amer-
ica. And if we can lower the crime rate again,
and make people feel safer on their streets,
in their homes, and in their schools, we will
begin to see this country coming together as
a community again, we will begin to see peo-
ple believing in our country again, we will
begin to see people willing to make sacrifices
for the common good again.

For all that all of you have done to that
end, I thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the Justice Department. In his re-
marks, he referred to Police Chief Joseph Brann
of Hayward, CA, who will administer the Presi-
dent’s police hiring program, and Police Chief
Jerry Sanders of San Diego, CA.

Remarks on Presenting Medals for
Service in Operation Uphold
Democracy
December 20, 1994

Secretary Perry, Admiral Owens, members
of the Joint Chiefs; to General Shelton and
Mrs. Shelton, members of the Shelton fam-
ily; to the representatives of each of our mili-
tary services who served in Haiti and their
families; all the other distinguished guests
here, welcome to the Rose Garden.

We gather today to honor General Shelton
and members of our Armed Forces for their
service to our Nation in Operation Uphold
Democracy. All those who have served and
all those who still serve in Haiti have served
with extraordinary skill, courage, and dedica-
tion.

For 3 years the United States and other
countries throughout the world tried every-
thing short of force to remove Haiti’s illegal
military regime and to restore its democrat-
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ically elected government. It wasn’t until the
regime’s leaders knew our armed forces were
on the way that they agreed to step down
peacefully.

Think for a moment where we would be
today had we not acted and had General
Shelton and the other members of our
Armed Forces not performed their mission
so admirably. The military regime would still
be in power in Haiti, terrorizing the people
there. Tens of thousands of refugees would
continue to pose a threat to our region’s sta-
bility. The march of democracy in the Ameri-
cas would have suffered a severe setback.
And the commitments of the United States
in the international community would have
proved empty.

Instead, we kept our word. President
Aristide, Haiti’s freely elected leader, has re-
turned to office. The parliament is function-
ing. A sense of security and hope has re-
placed the climate of fear. The private sector
is beginning the job of getting back on its
feet. The rebuilding process has begun. And
clearly our region is more stable and secure.

At the Summit of the Americas last week
when we had 34 democratically elected lead-
ers from our hemisphere, I think no one
would dispute the fact that the emotional
highlight of the weekend was President
Aristide’s speech in three languages, express-
ing his gratitude to those who supported
freedom and democracy in Haiti.

General Shelton, your careful planning
and your ability to adapt to a fast-changing
situation were at the heart of our success in
Haiti. The strong personal leadership, the
steady hand, and the real determination that
you, personally, conveyed to the military
leaders of Haiti in the first days, from the
first moment of your action there were, I
know, absolutely critical to the success of this
operation and to its peacefulness.

First, we asked you to prepare an innova-
tive, integrated invasion force, drawing on
the special capabilities of each of our serv-
ices. Then, when the regime agreed at the
11th hour to leave, you had to switch gears
immediately, and to ready our troops for a
soft entry into Haiti.

On the ground, you have done a magnifi-
cent job of laying a secure foundation for the
future. This has allowed 800 international po-

lice monitors from all around the world to
work with an interim police force that is gain-
ing the respect of the Haitian people. As a
result, we’ve been able to draw down our
own forces from 20,000 to about 6,000 at
Christmas time. This number will soon de-
crease further as we transfer our mission in
Haiti to the United Nations.

Through your efforts, General, Haiti today
is democratic and free and much more se-
cure. The Haitian people themselves, of
course, must meet the difficult challenges
ahead. It will take time for rebuilding and
progress, but now at least all Haitians have
a chance to work for a better future for them-
selves and their children.

The hand-painted signs we see in Haiti
today say it all: Thank you, America. Today
America says: Thank you, General. And
thanks to the men and women of our military
who served so well in Haiti.

In a few moments I will be honored to
award General Shelton the Army Distin-
guished Service Medal. But first I want to
recognize the exceptional concern the Gen-
eral has also shown for the men and women
under his command. I know that their safety
and their well-being were always his first pri-
ority. And for that our Nation is also grateful
to General Shelton.

General, you requested that enlisted mem-
bers from all our military branches join you
today to receive the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal on behalf of their respective
services. The soldiers who stand before us
are the finest of America’s finest. Each also
will be awarded an individual commendation
for meritorious service in Haiti.

I’d like to recognize them now: from the
Coast Guard, Radioman 1st Class Charles
Brown; from the Air Force, Staff Sergeant
John McCormick; from the Navy, Senior
Chief Operations Specialist Samuel Wood;
from the Marine Corps, Sergeant Paul
Panici; from the Army, Staff Sergeant Morris
Jones; and from the Special Forces, Sergeant
1st Class Shannon Davis. Each of you has
helped to prove once again that our military
is the best prepared, the best equipped, the
best trained, the most devoted and highly
motivated military in the entire world.

It is now my privilege to present all of you
and General Shelton with your awards. Let
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our history recall that you answered the call
of duty, you did your job, you advanced
America’s mission. Freedom and democracy
are better as a result. Haiti’s long night of
fear has given way to a new day of hope.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Adm. William A. Owens, USN, Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Lt. Gen.
Henry H. Shelton, USA, commander of the Haiti
operation; and General Shelton’s wife, Lee.

Teleconference on Empowerment
Zones and Enterprise Communities
December 21, 1994

The President. Hello, can you all hear
me? Governor Jones?

Gov. Brereton Jones. Yes, sir.
The President. Mayor Harris?
Mayor Elihu Harris. Yes.
The President. Mayor Campbell?
Mayor Bill Campbell. Yes, sir.
The President. Mayor Daley?
Mayor Richard M. Daley. Here.
The President. Mayor Cleveland—Cleav-

er. Mayor Cleaver?
Mayor Emanuel Cleaver II. Here.
The President. Mayor Steineger?
Mayor Joe Steineger. Here.
The President. Mayor Schmoke?
Mayor Kurt Schmoke. Yes, sir.
The President. Mayor Menino?
Mayor Thomas Menino. Here.
The President. Mayor Archer?
Mayor Dennis W. Archer. Here, Mr.

President.
The President. Mayor Rendell?
Mayor Edward Rendell. Here.
The President. Mayor Webster?
Mayor Arnold Webster. Here, President.
The President. Mayor Rendell, that’s the

weakest ‘‘here’’ I ever heard out of you. Are
you sure you’re there? [Laughter]

Mayor Rendell. You don’t want us to tell
you what’s happening here. You don’t want
to get into it. [Laughter]

The President. Mayor Giuliani?
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. Hello, Mr.

President.
The President. Is Congressman Rangel

there with you?

Mayor Giuliani. Yes, he is.
Representative Charles B. Rangel.

Hello, Mr. President.
The President. Watch him close——
Mayor Giuliani. Former Mayor Dinkins

is here, also.
The President. Oh, great. It’s good to

hear your voice, Mayor.
David Dinkins. Thank you.
The President. Mayor White?
Mayor Michael R. White. I’m right here,

Mr. President.
The President. Mayor Lanier?
Mayor Bob Lanier. Here, Mr. President.
The President. Jerry Rickett from Ken-

tucky?
Jerry Rickett. Here, Mr. President.
The President. Willis Brumfield——
Willis Brumfield. Yes, sir, Mr. President.
The President. ——from Leflore Coun-

ty?
Humberto Rodriguez?
Humberto Rodriguez. Good afternoon,

Mr. President. Kika de la Garza’s here.
The President. It’s great to hear all of you.

And I want to congratulate you for being se-
lected as empowerment zones and supple-
mental zones and enhanced enterprise com-
munities. As I’m sure you know, we had 500
applications from people all across America
who wanted to be a part of this program,
and yours were the best. I hope you’re all
very, very proud of what you have done.

I want to thank the Vice President and
Secretary Cisneros and the others in our ad-
ministration who worked on setting up the
genuinely competitive process to honestly re-
view all of these applications. And I want to
thank you for your participation, as well as
all the others.

I know the Vice President wants to say a
few words, but let me say that when I ran
for President in 1992, I advocated setting up
these empowerment zone ideas. I advocated
seeing if we could have a partnership be-
tween the National Government, grassroots
communities, and the private sector to get
investment going in places where too many
people have been left behind. And I believe
that we can do it. We are not only making
this announcement today, I want you to know
we’re going to stay with you all through this
process. We’re going to work hard with you.
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And we’re going to make sure that all of us
do our part to have a success.

[At this point, the Vice President congratu-
lated the winners and praised the efforts of
Secretary Cisneros and Secretary Espy.]

The President. I wanted to say just a word
about a couple of things that were done. If
I might—I wish I had time to talk about all
these projects—but I wanted to say a special
word of appreciation for Detroit getting
more than $2 billion in private sector com-
mitments to help revitalize the city, including
a commitment by the auto companies to train
and hire residents of empowerment zones,
as well as local banks investing over a billion
dollars in homeownership and small busi-
nesses in the zones. That made a big dif-
ference because, after all, we’ve got to know
that the private sector is going to carry the
bulk of the load. And Mayor Archer, I want
to congratulate you on that.

Mayor Archer. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

The President. And I also wanted to say
something about the mid-delta project in
Mississippi. You know, that’s very near my
home State and where I grew up. And I know
a lot about the conflicts that have existed too
long in the communities there. And I thought
the spirit of cooperation that was manifested
in the black and the white communities really
made a big difference to me and to all of
us when we reviewed this application. If you
can keep that going, we’re going to change
a lot of people’s preconceptions about what
it’s like in the Deep South, and we’re also
going to give a lot of people jobs and oppor-
tunities who don’t have it. I want to congratu-
late you, Willis Brumfield, and all the people
who worked with you on this application.

Mayor Brumfield. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and we are committed to see this on
through to success.

The President. I know you’ll do it.
I wanted to say, too, just a word about the

joint projects, the one that won the em-
powerment zone and the other—that’s Phila-
delphia and Camden and the other one in
Kansas City, Missouri, and Kansas. We be-
lieve that regional cooperation is very, very
important. And I want to congratulate the
mayors of Philadelphia and Camden, here on

the phone, I know, for showing the potential
for regional cooperation across State lines.
And I also want to congratulate Mayor Cleav-
er of Kansas City for what he did. I thank
you for what you did——

[Mayor Cleaver of Kansas City, MO, indi-
cated that he and Mayor Steineger of Kansas
City, KS, intended to make the program work
across State lines. Philadelphia Mayor
Rendell indicated that Philadelphia and
Camden also intended to take a regional ap-
proach. Mayor Steineger then thanked the
President for his initiative.

The President. Thank you, Mayor
Steineger.

I wanted to say a couple of more words.
Chicago had over 200 organizations partici-
pating in the application. I’ve always thought
that Chicago had the advantage of still having
an enormous strength in its grassroots com-
munities, but when I saw that 200 organiza-
tions had participated in the application
process, that certainly is evidence of it. And
it’s a real tribute to Mayor Daley, to the lead-
ership that you and others are providing out
there.

Mayor Daley. Mr. President, I want to
thank the community organizations, our fine
elected officials—Senator Braun is here—
former Congressman Dan Rostenkowski,
who fought for this—elected officials provid-
ing not only jobs but economic opportunities
for the people within the empowerment
zones.

The President. I’m glad Dan Rostenkow-
ski’s there with you. And there’s no telling
how many times he talked to everybody
about that application and reminded us that
you had a couple hundred groups working
on it. I hear him laughing in the background.
I just want him to know that, even though
I’m getting older, I haven’t lost my memory.
[Laughter]

[The Vice President praised Baltimore’s ef-
forts to connect empowerment zone residents
with major private employers, and Baltimore
Mayor Schmoke thanked the Maryland con-
gressional delegation for its hard work. The
Vice President then praised New York’s coop-
erative efforts between different levels of gov-
ernment, and Mayor Giuliani, Representative
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Rangel, and former Mayor Dinkins also com-
mended the joint effort.]

The President. Well, let me just say a
word of special appreciation to Charlie Ran-
gel for one thing he did. When we were—
when I brought this empowerment zone idea
to the Congress, Charlie strongly urged that
we not only have tax incentives but that we
have some Federal investment to encourage
some State and local investment and to show
that the Government would be a partner with
the private sector. And I think he was right
about that. And I thank him for it. And I
think we’ve got a stronger program today as
a result of it.

I also want to say to Mayor Schmoke, I
liked hearing—I could hear the smile in your
voice. When I saw you a couple of days ago,
you looked like an expectant father with
worry in your eyes, and I couldn’t say a word
to you. So I hope you will forgive me, but—
[laughter].

Mayor Schmoke. I hope that I didn’t look
like I was pleading too much. [Laughter]

The President. It’s never pleasant to see
a grown man cry, but you did a graceful job
of it.

Mayor Schmoke. I really do appreciate
it. Everybody in the city does.

The President. I want to say a special
word before we get off this telephone call
about Atlanta, because—[applause]——

Mayor Steineger. [Inaudible]—could
have had a crowd here in Kansas City.

The President. Well, I’d have done it ear-
lier if I’d known you were all on the phone.
[Laughter]

The thing I want to emphasize about At-
lanta is the integration of the social services
and the public safety and the physical devel-
opment of the community to make what they
call urban villages, and to do it in a way that
coordinates what’s being done with the
Olympic games. I think that is so important
that a city instead of trying to just emphasize
everything that’s going well and hiding all of
its problems is going to try to use the run-
up to the Olympics to actually solve its prob-
lems and show that effort in a positive way.
And, Mayor Campbell, you deserve a lot of
credit for that. That’s a very impressive thing
to do.

[Atlanta Mayor Campbell thanked the Presi-
dent and Vice President and commended
Governor Zell Miller on his efforts in edu-
cation. Philadelphia Mayor Rendell thanked
Senator Bradley for encouraging the two-
State effort and thanked the Vice President.
Cleveland Mayor White then promised a co-
operative effort in his area to make the pro-
gram work and thanked Representatives
Stokes and Fingerhut.]

Mayor Menino. Tom Menino from Bos-
ton. How are you?

The President. Mayor Menino?
Mayor Menino. How are you doing?
The President. Fine. How are you?

[Mayor Menino thanked the President for his
commitment to the cities and Senator Ken-
nedy for his efforts. Senator Kennedy
thanked the Massachusetts congressional del-
egation and Mayor Menino. Houston Mayor
Lanier thanked the President and assured
him that program would work in Houston.]

The President. Let me just say one thing.
Mayor Lanier, I really think all of America
is in your debt in proving that the crime rate
can be reduced in a breathtaking fashion in
a relatively short time. And if you can do
as much with this assistance as you’ve done
in reducing the crime rate, then we can all
come to Houston and learn some things.

And I want to say to Mayor Menino, I’ve
had the honor to be in Boston several times
since you’ve been mayor, and it’s wonderful
to be in a place with that kind of energy and
that kind of togetherness. And you deserve
a lot of credit for it. We’re looking forward
to working with you.

Mayor Harris, were you on the line?

[Oakland Mayor Harris thanked the Presi-
dent for his initiative and expressed hope that
the Congress would be supportive.]

The President. Thank you very much. I
hope Congress will support us, too. We be-
lieve in this, and we’re going to keep pushing
it.

Mayor Harris. [Inaudible]—he’s been
very forthright in his commitment to the ad-
ministration and certainly forthright in his
advocacy on behalf of our city. And we hope
that you’ll extend, as we will, our gratitude
for his help.
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The President. Let me say right before
we sign off, I want to give our friends in Ken-
tucky, Governor Jones and Jerry Rickett, and
Mr. Rodriguez and our friends in South
Texas the opportunity to say anything they
want to say before we sign off.

[Mr. Rickett and Mr. Rodriguez, representa-
tives of rural empowerment zones, expressed
their appreciation.]

The President. Let me just say a brief
word to you, sir, and to all of you in these
rural districts. I also want to emphasize very
strongly how hard Secretary Mike Espy
worked on these projects. He and I worked
for years before I ever dreamed of running
for President on the problems of rural eco-
nomic development in the Mississippi Delta,
which is still the poorest part of our country.
And then when I had the chance to go to
south Texas and a chance to go to eastern
Kentucky in the campaign and to see what
people were dealing with and what they were
working with, it was obvious to me that we
needed to try a different approach. And so
I want to thank again Secretary Cisneros and
Secretary Espy for the work they did and the
long effort that all of us have made in the
area of rural development, which is too often
forgotten. We’re really pulling for all of you.

And let me say to those of you in south
Texas, you couldn’t be better represented
than you have been by Kika de la Garza. He
talked to me so often about this project. And
he cared so deeply about it. And he does
deserve a lot of the credit for your success
today.

[Mayor Archer and a group of participants
in Detroit wished everyone a Merry Christ-
mas. Kentucky Governor Jones then ex-
pressed his appreciation to the President.]

The President. I thank you all. And I also
want to send our congratulations to Los An-
geles, which could not be on the telephone
call today, but we’re very proud of them and
looking forward to working with them and
all the other communities. I really believe
that you all are going to do something special
and different and really meaningful.

And I wish you a Merry Christmas. I want
to give the Vice President a chance to say

a couple of words, and we’re going to sign
off.

The Vice President. Congratulations
again. Have a great holiday season, and
Happy New Year. You’ve gotten a jump on
a happy new year. Let’s make the best of
it.

The President. God bless you, folks.

NOTE: The teleconference began at 1:25 p.m. The
President spoke from the Oval Office at the White
House.

Remarks on Empowerment Zones
and Enterprise Communities
December 21, 1994

Thank you very much. I want to thank the
Vice President for his strong leadership in
the Community Enterprise Board, Secretary
Espy, Secretary Cisneros, Secretary Shalala,
Attorney General Reno, the other members
of the Cabinet and the administration who
are here. And I congratulate all the commu-
nities who have won here today.

This is an especially happy day for me be-
cause this announcement completes a com-
mitment that was rooted in the campaign I
waged for President but far more in my per-
sonal history as a public servant. There are
many people here in this room to whom I
owe a great deal of gratitude. But I want to
say a special word of thanks to all those who
worked with me for years and years and
years, before I ever thought of even running
for President, on the complex job of develop-
ing poor and distressed areas.

Secretary Espy and I were partners a long
time before we ever thought he’d ever be
the Agriculture Secretary or I would be the
President. I thank my friend, Bob Nash, from
Arkansas for the work he’s done in rural de-
velopment. Henry Cisneros and I were hav-
ing the conversations that we celebrate today
for years before we were ever in the positions
that we now hold. And there are others here,
too numerous to mention, who were an inspi-
ration to me because of what they did at the
community level. But I’d like to mention in
particular the outstanding work done by An-
drew Cuomo, before he came to work at
HUD, in New York and dealing with the
problems of housing and homelessness.
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I say this because I came to this job with
the absolute conviction that most problems
in America had been solved by somebody
somewhere and that we would never solve
any of our most fundamental problems un-
less we did it at the community level. And
if you look at the work that we have done
in this administration, the work that Attorney
General has done in law enforcement; get-
ting people together at the community level;
what is embodied in the crime bill, commu-
nity strength, taking money by reducing the
size of the Federal Government and giving
it back to the community; if you look at the
work that we have done in human services
with giving 21 States permission to pursue
welfare reform and get through Federal rules
and regulations, nine States permission to
pursue the work of health care reform; if you
look at the work we have done in education
and training and the way the Federal laws
have been rewritten to push more decision-
making, more power down to the grassroots
level, it is clear that to me, we have got to
rely on the energy and the capacity of people
to work at the community level where, frank-
ly, they work in a far less partisan atmosphere
than we have worked in Washington, where
people deal with human problems in a
human way and reach across the divisions of
party and income and race and background
to try to get something done. That is what
I came to Washington to do.

If you look at any number of other areas,
you will see that. If you look at the fact that
we’ve been able to solve some of the long-
standing environmental problems; if you look
at some of the things that are being done
by Director Brown in the drug control area;
just over and over and over again, what we
want to do is to empower people at the com-
munity level to make the most of their own
lives by solving their problems, and have the
Federal Government be a support to them
for a change and not a burden.

That is what this is all about. And if I could
construct a model of how it would all work
in the end, it would be what national service
does today, what the AmeriCorps program
does. It is a totally nonbureaucratic, non-
political, grassroots, creative, entrepreneurial
way of solving human problems. That is what
we ought to be about. And for all of you that

worked on this program, for all of you that
had anything to do with my personal history
before I came to this job, I thank you for
the contribution that you have made because
this is a very important departure from the
way the National Government has operated
for years and years and years. And it is critical
to the work that we must do here to restore
a sense of opportunity and a sense of respon-
sibility to this country and to rebuild the mid-
dle class.

If you look at the announcement that I
made last week advocating a middle class bill
of rights, looking forward to the next session
of Congress, it furthers the goal of personal
empowerment, recommending first of all,
that people ought to be able to deduct the
cost of post-high school education for them-
selves and their kids and have a tax break
for raising their children. It advocates that
we should let everybody save more money
in an IRA, but also take it out for something
other than retirement if they need to take
care of themselves for education or first-time
homebuying or health care or the care of a
parent, building on the capacity of people
to solve their own problems. But the most
important thing we can do is to do it in a
way that helps communities to grow, that
helps families to grow, that helps individuals
to prosper.

You know, we spent a lot of time in the
last 2 years trying to clean up some of the
problems we found here and fix things so
that we could do things like what we cele-
brate today. We had to bring the deficit down
in order to do that. We made a downpayment
on middle-class tax fairness by giving an in-
come tax cut to working families with in-
comes under $25,000 of an average of $1,000
a year this year. That’s something I’m very
proud of because it shows that we’re going
in the right direction.

But because we’ve got the deficit down,
we can move on to have these empowerment
zones. We can move on now to do the kinds
of things that are in the middle class bill of
rights. And we should continue to work on
it, always with the idea that at the end of
the day the actions of government should
empower people and communities to take
more responsibility for their own lives and
their own successes. That’s what the family
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leave law was all about. That’s what expand-
ing Head Start was all about. That’s what
changing the whole student loan law was all
about, so more people could borrow money
at lower interest rates to finance their collage
education. And that’s what, as I said earlier,
national service was all about, and it is cer-
tainly what the middle class bill of rights is
all about.

I want to say, also, that we have to do this
in a way that is responsible not only for today
but for tomorrow as well. Too many times,
because of the heat of this election or this
election or the one just ahead, politicians
have told people the easy answers without
telling them the hard ones as well. And I
want to say, I am especially proud of the fact
that we have paid for these empowerment
initiatives through reducing the size of the
Federal Government, through getting rid of
a lot of yesterday’s Government so we would
have more of tomorrow’s opportunity.

This week, as you know, the Vice President
and I announced another round of reinvent-
ing Government, of reductions that some of
the Cabinet members here present took in
their own operations to generate another $24
billion to pay for the middle class bill of
rights. We will continue to do more of that.

Because we have been responsible and dis-
ciplined, the overall health of the economy
is sound. We have produced more than 5.2
million new jobs in this country in the last
2 years, and we will continue to do that if
we can keep overall economic conditions fa-
vorable. What we now have to do is to bring
the benefits of those overall things to ordi-
nary Americans. The middle class bill of
rights will do it by having more tax fairness,
focusing on education, focusing on growth.

All the community initiatives will do it,
whether it’s in the crime bill or the education
bill or in the initiatives at HUD, or in national
service. And this empowerment zone pro-
gram will do it by saying to the American
people, the Government’s going to be a help
to you, not a burden. Just imagine this, Chi-
cago got 200 separate organizations to roll
up their sleeves and work and agree on a
project. You’re lucky in Washington if you
can get two people to agree to do that.
[Laughter]

But out there where people live, where
they’re not worried about what’s in today’s
headlines but what their children’s lives are
going to be like tomorrow, they can do it
if we help them. Just imagine in Detroit, a
city that was given up for dead 10 years ago,
the private sector committed $2 billion to this
endeavor. All we had to do was to put up
the $100 million and the prospect of the tax
benefits. How did it happen? Because of the
energy generated at the local level just be-
cause the Federal Government said we want
to help you decide your own future for a
change. And I tell you, as you probably heard
on the telephone call, I’ve been in the hills
and hollows of Kentucky. I have walked up
and down the poorest communities in Amer-
ica in the Mississippi Delta. I have been all
over south Texas. I know those places. And
they have good, smart people, too. And their
children deserve a future, too. And all we
did was to give them a chance to figure out
how they can make a better future for them-
selves.

Now, that’s what this administration is all
about. That’s what public life is all about out
there on the main streets of America. And
what we ought to do at this Christmas season
is make a new year’s resolution that next year
with the middle class bill of rights, with more
responsibility, with more empowerment,
with more opportunity, that’s what we’re
going to make public life like in Washington
for a change.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:17 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Statement on the Death of Dean
Rusk
December 21, 1994

Today we mourn the passing of Dean
Rusk, who served our Nation with dignity
and with strength as Secretary of State under
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. Dean Rusk
belonged to that great generation of Ameri-
cans who helped guide our Nation and its
allies through the dangerous years of the cold
war. The world has changed immeasurably
since he served at the side of Presidents, but
the principles he helped forge—steadfast
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American promotion of freedom and opposi-
tion to tyranny—are as vital as ever.

Dean Rusk’s decency, and his loyalty to
the Presidents whom he served and to those
who served under him, remains a source of
inspiration. When he concluded his 8 years
as Secretary of State—the second longest
tenure of any American who served in that
position—President Johnson awarded him
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, and he
said, ‘‘The man who has served me most in-
telligently, faithfully, and nobly is Dean
Rusk.’’

We will always treasure Dean Rusk’s con-
tribution to the United States. And we will
honor his memory by always striving to emu-
late his example.

Statement on the Northwest Forest
Plan
December 21, 1994

Today, a U.S. District Court upheld the
Northwest Forest Plan. This decision allows
us to continue to move forward in pursuit
of my commitment to the people and the
environment of the Pacific Northwest and
northern California.

For years, gridlock over the management
of public forest lands created an uncertain
future for the people of the region. It was
a problem my administration inherited, and
one that we made a priority to solve.

Just 7 months after the announcement of
the forest plan, much has already been done.
Unemployment for the entire region is at its
lowest level in years, millions of dollars have
been distributed to more than 100 commu-
nities for economic revitalization, and work
is underway to analyze and restore damaged
watersheds and protect millions of acres of
old-growth habitat. The plan approved today
will provide for a sustainable level of timber
harvesting, while protecting the environ-
ment.

In the true spirit of reinventing Govern-
ment, the plan is a model of interagency co-
operation with seven different Federal agen-
cies working together, sharing information,
and making joint decisions. It is the common
sense way to do business and will prevent
us from falling back to the days of gridlock.
We are moving forward at last, and my ad-

ministration and I remain committed to the
people, to the economy, and to the environ-
ment of the Pacific Northwest and northern
California.

Exchange With Reporters at Press
Secretary Dee Dee Myers’ Final
Briefing
December 22, 1994

The President. I thought I should come
in and get you out of hot water, since that’s
what you’ve been doing for me for years.
[Laughter]

What I want to know is, why didn’t our
Hearts games make this list?

Press Secretary Myers. That’s the things
I will not miss.

The President. Oh. [Laughter]
Press Secretary Myers. Because that

would be on my top 10 list of things I will
miss.

Q. Do you have a list, Mr. President?
The President. Well——
Q. Favorite questions?
The President. Favorite questions? No,

I—Dee Dee is my best Hearts partner.
That’s a trauma I’m trying to deal with here
at Christmas time.

No, I have nothing to say about this busi-
ness work. I just wanted to come in here and
say in front of all of you how very grateful
I am for everything Dee Dee has done for
me since long before I became President,
starting in our campaign. I reminded her of
the first trip we took together was on a little
bitty airplane, and I fell asleep, which was
some sort of omen about how helpful I would
be in answering difficult questions. And
we’ve had a wonderful professional relation-
ship. We’ve had a good personal friendship.
I think she is one of the best people I have
ever had the privilege of working with. And
I’m really going to miss her. And I’m espe-
cially going to miss the card games. And Air
Force One food is not all that bad. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. Who is going to replace her?
The President. No one is going to replace

her.
And I want you all to—I’m going to cut

you some slack. We don’t have to talk any-
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thing serious today, this is Christmas season.
And I wish you all a very merry Christmas.
I hope you have a wonderful holiday. I hope
you get some rest. And consistent with this
entirely fiscally and otherwise responsible
moment in our history, within those limits,
I hope you have a little fun at Christmastime.
[Laughter] And I hope you come back full
of energy and bright-eyed and everything,
because it’s going to be a very interesting
year next year. [Laughter] And I am really
looking forward to it, more every day.
[Laughter]

Q. Are you going to spend some more time
with us in these kinds of informal Q&A ses-
sions?

The President. Yes. [Laughter] Sure.
Q. Do you have an attitude about the

Gingrich book?
Q. When you came in, we were just asking

Dee Dee about that.
The President. You know, I made $36,000

a year for 12 years and was glad of it. I don’t
even know how to think in these terms.
[Laughter]

Thank you very much. Merry Christmas.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:30 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the White
House.

Nomination for Ambassador to Israel

December 22, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Martin Indyk as Ambas-
sador to Israel.

‘‘I am proud to nominate Martin to this
vital post,’’ the President said. ‘‘I am con-
fident his extensive background and experi-
ence in the region as well as his commitment
to furthering the peace process and the role
he has played as my adviser on these issues
will serve to promote American interests in
the Middle East.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Notice on Continuation of Libyan
Emergency
December 22, 1994

On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order
No. 12543, President Reagan declared a na-
tional emergency to deal with the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States
constituted by the actions and policies of the
Government of Libya. On January 8, 1986,
by Executive Order No. 12544, the President
took additional measures to block Libyan as-
sets in the United States. The President has
transmitted a notice continuing this emer-
gency to the Congress and the Federal Reg-
ister every year since 1986.

The crisis between the United States and
Libya that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 7, 1986, has not been
resolved. The Government of Libya has con-
tinued its actions and policies in support of
terrorism, despite the calls by the United Na-
tions Security Council, in Resolutions 731
(1992), 748 (1992), and 883 (1993) that it
demonstrate by concrete actions its renunci-
ation of such terrorism. Such Libyan actions
and policies pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and vital foreign policy interest of the United
States. For these reasons, the national emer-
gency declared on January 7, 1986, and the
measures adopted on January 7 and January
8, 1986, to deal with that emergency, must
continue in effect beyond January 7, 1995.
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d)
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency with respect to Libya. This notice shall
be published in the Federal Register and
transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 22, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:53 a.m., December 23, 1994]

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 23 and will be
published in the Federal Register on December
28.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Notice on Libya
December 22, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Libyan emergency is to continue in effect
beyond January 7, 1995, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication.

The crisis between the United States and
Libya that led to the declaration on January
7, 1986, of a national emergency has not been
resolved. The Government of Libya refuses
to comply with United National Security
Council Resolutions 731, 748, and 883 calling
upon it to demonstrate, by concrete actions,
its renunciation of terrorism. Such Libyan ac-
tions and policies pose a continuing unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and vital foreign policy interests of the
United States. For these reasons, the national
emergency declared on January 7, 1986, and
the measures adopted on January 7 and Janu-
ary 8, 1986, to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond January 7,
1995.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia
December 22, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am providing you my fourth report on

the continuing deployment of a U.S. Army
peacekeeping contingent as part of the
United Nations Protection Force

(UNPROFOR) in the Former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia (FYROM), consistent
with the War Powers Resolution.

As you know, U.N. Security Council Reso-
lution 795 established the UNPROFOR
Macedonia mission as part of an effort to pre-
vent the Balkan conflict from spreading and
to contribute stability in the region. This mis-
sion was initially composed of a Nordic bat-
talion, which deployed in early 1993. In July
1993, I directed that a U.S. Army contingent
be deployed to FYROM in order to augment
the UNPROFOR Macedonia mission, a de-
ployment welcomed by the U.N. Security
Council in its Resolution 842. In April of this
year, the United Nations requested that we
increase the U.S. contingent in order to re-
place elements of the Nordic battalion, which
was being redeployed to Bosnia-
Herzegovina. In response to this request, we
augmented the U.S. contingent with the de-
ployment of an additional U.S. Army rein-
forced company.

Through observation and monitoring oper-
ations along the FYROM border with Serbia,
UNPROFOR Macedonia continues to be ef-
fective in preventing a spillover of the con-
flict. This mission has been carried out safely
with no hostilities encountered and no U.S.
casualties since the operation began. The
mission has the support of both the FYROM
Government and its people. Our forces will
remain fully prepared not only to fulfill their
peacekeeping mission, but to defend them-
selves if necessary. The units currently com-
prising the U.S. contingent will soon be re-
placed by approximately 500 soldiers from
3rd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Ar-
mored Division, Kirchgons, Germany.

The U.S. contribution to the UNPROFOR
Macedonia peacekeeping effort is part of our
larger continuing commitment toward resolv-
ing the extremely difficult situation in the
former Yugoslavia. I have continued the de-
ployment of U.S. Armed Forces for these
purposes pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority to conduct foreign relations and as
Commander in Chief.

I remain grateful for the continuing sup-
port the Congress has provided, and I look
forward to continued cooperation with you
in this endeavor.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 14:59 May 28, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P51DE4.023 INET03



2526 Dec. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 23.

Proclamation 6763—To Implement
the Trade Agreements Resulting
From the Uruguay Round of
Multilateral Trade Negotiations, and
for Other Purposes
December 23, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On April 15, 1994, the President en-

tered into trade agreements resulting from
the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade ne-
gotiations (‘‘the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments’’). In section 101(a) of the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act (‘‘the URAA’’) (Pub-
lic Law 103–465; 108 Stat. 4809), the Con-
gress approved the Uruguay Round Agree-
ments listed in section 101(d) of that Act.

2. (a) Sections 1102(a) and (e) of the Om-
nibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988, as amended (‘‘ the 1988 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2902(a) and (e)), authorize the Presi-
dent to proclaim such modification or con-
tinuance of any existing duty, such continu-
ance of existing duty-free or excise treatment,
or such additional duties, as he determines
to be required or appropriate to carry out
any trade agreements entered into under
those sections.

(b) Accordingly, I have determined that
it is required or appropriate in order to carry
out the Uruguay Round Agreements, which
were entered into under sections 1102(a) and
(e) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 2902(a) and
(e)), that I proclaim the modifications and
continuances of existing duties, duty-free
treatments, excise treatments, and additional
duties set forth in the Annex to this procla-
mation.

3. (a) Section 111(a) of the URAA author-
izes the President to proclaim such other
modification of any duty, such other staged
rate reduction, or such other additional du-

ties beyond those authorized by section 1102
of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 2902) as the Presi-
dent determines to be necessary or appro-
priate to carry out Schedule XX—United
States of America, annexed to the Marrakesh
Protocol to the General Agreement on Tar-
iffs and Trade 1994 (‘‘Schedule XX’’).

(b) Accordingly, I have determined that
it is necessary or appropriate to carry out
Schedule XX to proclaim such other modi-
fications of duties, such other staged rate re-
ductions, and such other additional duties,
beyond those authorized by section 1102 of
the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 2902), as are set
forth in the Annex to this proclamation.

4. Section 111(d) of the URAA requires
the President to proclaim the rate of duty
set forth in Column B of the table set forth
in that section as the column 2 rate of duty
for the subheading of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (‘‘HTS’’) that
corresponds to the subheading in Schedule
XX listed in Column A.

5. (a) Section 22(f) of the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act (‘‘the Adjustment Act’’) (7
U.S.C. 624(f)), as amended by section
401(a)(1) of the URAA, provides that, as of
the date of entry into force of the Agreement
Establishing the World Trade Organization
(‘‘the WTO Agreement’’), no quantitative
limitation or fee shall be imposed under that
section with respect to any article that is the
product of a World Trade Organization
member, as defined in section 2(10) of the
URAA.

(b) Section 401(a)(2) of the URAA fur-
ther provides that, with respect to wheat,
amended section 22(f) of the Adjustment Act
(7 U.S.C. 624(f)) shall be effective on the
later of the date of entry into force of the
WTO Agreement or September 12, 1995.

(c) Accordingly, I have decided that it
is necessary to provide for the termination
of all quantitative limitations and fees pre-
viously proclaimed under section 22 of the
Adjustment Act (7 U.S.C. 624), other than
those for wheat, as provided in the Annex
to this proclamation.

6. (a) Section 404(a) of the URAA directs
the President to take such action as may be
necessary in implementing the tariff-rate
quotas set out in Schedule XX to ensure that
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imports of agricultural products do not dis-
rupt the orderly marketing of commodities
in the United States.

(b) Section 404(d)(3) of the URAA au-
thorizes the President to allocate the in-
quota quantity of a tariff-rate quota for any
agricultural product among supplying coun-
tries or customs areas and to modify any allo-
cation, as he determines appropriate.

(c) Section 404(d)(5) of the URAA au-
thorizes the President to proclaim additional
U.S. note 3 to chapter 17 of the HTS, dealing
with imports of sugar, together with appro-
priate modifications thereto, to reflect
Schedule XX.

(d) Section 405 of the URAA directs the
President to cause to be published in the
Federal Register the list of special safeguard
agricultural goods and, if appropriate, to im-
pose price-based or volume-based safeguards
with respect to such goods consistent with
Article 5 of the Agreement on Agriculture
annexed to the WTO Agreement, and au-
thorizes the President to exempt from any
safeguard duty any goods originating in a
country that is a party to the North American
Free Trade Agreement (‘‘the NAFTA’’).

7. Presidential Proclamation No. 6641 of
December 15, 1993, implemented the
NAFTA with respect to the United States
and, pursuant to sections 201 and 202 of the
North American Free Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act (‘‘the NAFTA Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 3331 and 3332), incorporated in the
HTS the tariff modifications and rules of ori-
gin necessary or appropriate to carry out or
apply the NAFTA. Certain technical errors
were made in the Annexes to that proclama-
tion. I have determined that, in order to re-
flect accurately the intended tariff treatment
and rules of origin provided for in the
NAFTA, it is necessary to modify certain pro-
visions of the HTS, as set forth in the Annex
to this proclamation.

8. Presidential Proclamation No. 6455 of
July 2, 1992, implementing the Andean
Trade Preference Act (‘‘the ATPA’’) (19
U.S.C. 3201 et seq.), provided duty-free entry
for all eligible articles, and duty reductions
for certain other articles that are the product
of any designated beneficiary country under
that Act. Through technical error, the tariff
treatment of ethyl alcohol, ethyl tertiary-

butyl ether, and mixtures containing these
products was incompletely stated. Accord-
ingly, I have decided that it is appropriate
to modify the provisions of subchapter I of
chapter 99 of the HTS to provide fully for
the tariff treatment of such products under
the ATPA.

9. Section 242 of the Compact of Free As-
sociation (‘‘the Compact’’) between the
United States and Palau provides that, upon
implementation of the Compact, the Presi-
dent shall proclaim duty-free entry for most
products of designated freely associated
states. Such duty-free treatment, pursuant to
the Compact of Free Association Approval
Act (‘‘the Compact Act’’) (Public Law 99–
658; 100 Stat. 3672, 48 U.S.C. 1681 note),
is subject to the limitations of section 201
of the Compact Act and sections 503(b) and
504(c) of the Trade Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974
Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2463(b) and 2464(c)). In
Presidential Proclamation No. 6726 of Sep-
tember 27, 1994, I proclaimed that the Com-
pact would enter into force on October 1,
1994. In order to accord such duty-free treat-
ment to products of Palau, I have decided
that it is necessary and appropriate to modify
general note 10 to the HTS to designate the
Republic of Palau as a freely associated state.
Further, I have decided that it is appropriate
to modify general note 4(a) to the HTS,
which enumerates designated beneficiary
countries for purposes of the Generalized
System of Preferences, to delete Palau from
the list of non-independent countries and
territories.

10. Presidential Proclamation No. 5759 of
December 24, 1987, imposed increased rates
of duty on certain products of the European
Community (‘‘EC’’), in response to the EC’s
implementation of the Council Directive
Prohibiting the Use in Livestock Farming of
Certain Substances Having a Hormonal Ac-
tion. Austria, Finland, and Sweden have indi-
cated that they will become member states
of the EC on January 1, 1995. Accordingly,
to clarify that the increased rates of duty im-
posed by Proclamation No. 5759 continue to
apply to the EC in its capacity as a foreign
instrumentality, it is necessary to amend the
HTS to indicate that the duties are to be im-
posed on products of the EC, including prod-
ucts of all new and future member states,
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and not just on products of countries that
were members of the EC in 1987 and that
were listed in the HTS for illustrative pur-
poses.

11. Additional U.S. note 24 to chapter 4
of Schedule XX provides for a delay in the
effective date, or prorating, of the expansion
of tariff-rate quotas for cheeses above the ex-
isting quota quantities provided for in sub-
chapter IV of chapter 99 of the HTS that
will result from the implementation of
United States commitments under the Uru-
guay Round Agreements, in the case of coun-
tries or areas that implement their market
access commitments on a date later than the
effective date of Schedule XX. The current
members of the European Community (Bel-
gium, Denmark, France, the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Lux-
embourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain,
and the United Kingdom), Austria, Poland,
Sweden, and Switzerland all have indicated
their intention not to implement their market
access commitments until July 1, 1995. Ac-
cordingly, I have determined, pursuant to my
authority under sections 111 (a) and (b) of
the URAA and section 1102 of the 1988 Act
(19 U.S.C. 2902), that it is appropriate not
to make available the amounts specified in
section K of the Annex to this proclamation
until July 1, 1995.

12. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483) authorizes the President to embody in
the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, of other acts affecting im-
port treatment, and actions thereunder, in-
cluding the removal, modification, continu-
ance, or imposition of any rate of duty or
other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including but not limited
to section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), section 1102 of the 1988 Act (19
U.S.C. 2902), sections 201 and 202 of the
NAFTA Act (19 U.S.C. 3331 and 3332), and
title I and title IV of the URAA, do hereby
proclaim:

(1) In order to provide generally for the
tariff treatment being accorded under the
Uruguay Round Agreements, including the

modification or continuance of existing du-
ties or other import restrictions and the con-
tinuance of existing duty-free or excise treat-
ment provided for in Schedule XX, the
URAA, and the other authorities citied in this
proclamation, including the termination of
quantitative limitations and fees previously
imposed under section 22 of the Adjustment
Act (7 U.S.C. 624), the HTS is modified as
set forth in the Annex to this proclamation.

(2)(a) The modifications to the HTS made
by sections A (except with respect to para-
graphs thereof specifying other effective
dates), C, E, and IJ of the Annex to this proc-
lamation shall be effective with respect to
goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on and after January 1,
1995;

(b) The modifications to the HTS made
by sections B, D(1)–(5), F, G, H, and L of
the Annex to this proclamation, and by those
paragraphs of section A specifying effective
dates other than January 1, 1995, shall be
effective with respect to goods entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption,
on and after the dates set forth in such sec-
tions of the Annex;

(c) The modifications to the HTS made
by section D(6) of the Annex to this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to
goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on and after the dates set
forth in such section, unless the United
States Trade Representative (USTR) an-
nounces that the scheduled staged duty re-
ductions set forth in such Annex section are
being withheld because other major coun-
tries have not afforded adequate entity cov-
erage under the Agreement on Government
Procurement annexed to the WTO Agree-
ment, and so advises the Secretary of the
Treasury and publishes this information in
a notice in the Federal Register;

(d) The modifications to the HTS made
by section D(7) of the Annex to this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to
goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on and after the date an-
nounced by the USTR in a notice published
in the Federal Register as the date on which
other major countries have afforded ade-
quate entity coverage under the Agreement
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on Government Procurement annexed to the
WTO Agreement; and

(e) Section K of the Annex to this proc-
lamation, providing for a delay in implemen-
tation of the expansion of tariff-rate quotas
of cheeses, applies during the period January
1, 1995, through June 30, 1995, unless the
USTR determines that it is in the interest
of the United States for any such delays to
apply to a different period and publishes no-
tice of the determination and applicable pe-
riod in the Federal Register. The USTR also
is authorized to prorate over the applicable
period any of the quantities that may be im-
ported.

(3) The USTR is authorized to exercise my
authority under section 404(d)(3) of the
URAA to allocate the in-quota quantity of
a tariff-rate quota for any agricultural prod-
uct among supplying countries or customs
areas and to modify any allocation as the
USTR determines appropriate.

(4) The Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized to exercise my authority to make deter-
minations under section 405(a) of the URAA
and to publish those determinations in the
Federal Register.

(5) Effective January 1, 1995, in order to
clarify that the additional duty provided for
in subheadings 9903.23.00 through
9903.23.35, inclusive, of the HTS shall apply
to new member states of the European Com-
munity, the superior text to those subhead-
ings is modified as provided in the Annex
to this proclamation. The USTR is authorized
to alter the application of the increased du-
ties imposed by Presidential Proclamation
No. 5957, as modified herein, by further
modifying the superior text to those subhead-
ings so that it reflects accurately all member
states of the European Community or any
successor organization. Notice of any such
modification shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

(6) Whenever the rate of duty in the gen-
eral subcolumn of rates of duty column 1 of
the HTS is reduced to ‘‘Free’’, all rates of
duty set forth in the special subcolumn of
column 1 shall be deleted from the HTS.

(7) The USTR, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and the Secretary of the Treasury
are authorized to exercise my authority under
the statutes cited in this proclamation to per-

form certain functions to implement this
proclamation, as assigned to them in the
Annex to this proclamation.

(8) Paragraphs (1)–(4), (6), and (7) shall
be effective on January 1, 1995, unless the
USTR announces prior to that date that the
WTO Agreement will not enter into force
on that date.

(9) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions taken in this proclama-
tion are superseded to the extent of such in-
consistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of December,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:44 a.m., December 27, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 4, 1995.

Memorandum on the Uruguay
Round Agreements
December 23, 1994

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Acceptance of the WTO Agreement
Being advised that Canada, the European

Community, Mexico, Japan, and other major
trading countries have committed to accept-
ance of the Uruguay Round Agreements, I
have determined that a sufficient number of
foreign countries are accepting the obliga-
tions of those Agreements, in accordance
with article XIV of the Agreement Establish-
ing the World Trade Organization (WTO
Agreement), to ensure the effective oper-
ation of, and adequate benefits for the
United States under, those Agreements.

Pursuant to section 101(b) of the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act (Public Law 103–
465; 108 Stat. 4809) and section 301 of title
3, United States Code, I hereby direct the
United States Trade Representative, or his
designee, to accept the Uruguay Round
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Agreements, as described in section 101(d)
of that Act, on behalf of the United States
in accordance with article XIV of the WTO
Agreement.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:42 a.m., December 27, 1994]

NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on January 5.

Statement on the Observance of
Kwanzaa
December 23, 1994

Warm greetings to everyone who is ob-
serving the festival of Kwanzaa.

A vibrant and energizing celebration,
Kwanzaa offers millions an opportunity to
embrace the rich cultural traditions of the
African heritage. The seven principles of
Kwanzaa, unity, self-determination, collec-
tive work and responsibility, cooperative eco-
nomics, purpose, creativity, and faith, serve
as vital tools in building hope and oppor-
tunity in our communities and throughout
our country, and I am pleased that so many
of my fellow Americans are celebrating this
year. All of you can be proud of your efforts
to infuse the holiday season with diversity
and new purpose.

Hillary joins me in wishing all of you a
wonderful celebration and a Happy New
Year.

NOTE: This statement is identical to a message
made available by the White House. Kwanzaa is
observed from December 26 to January 1.

Appointment for Chair and Members
of the National Bankruptcy Review
Commission
December 23, 1994

The President today announced his inten-
tion to appoint Representative Michael Synar
as Chair, and Jay Alix and Babette A.
Ceccotti to be members of the National
Bankruptcy Review Commission.

‘‘I am pleased to name Mike Synar to the
Bankruptcy Review Commission. Over the
years, we have worked closely together, and
I have a great deal of respect and admiration
for him and the work he has accomplished
during his 15 years in the Congress. As he
has shown us in the past, he will serve the
American people with efficiency and integ-
rity,’’ said the President.

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for
Florida and Georgia
December 23, 1994

I am designating Federal emergency as-
sistance today to help those communities in
Florida and Georgia damaged by the recent
severe weather. The people of both Franklin
County, Florida, and Macon, Georgia, have
worked hard to help those directly affected
by the storm. As you continue with the clean-
up, I hope this Federal assistance will aid
in the economic recovery of both commu-
nities.

NOTE: This statement was included in a statement
by the Press Secretary announcing that emergency
funding will be made available to Florida and
Georgia to help the States recover from damage
caused by Tropical Storm Alberto.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 19
The President announced his intention to

appoint Mayor Bruce Todd of Austin, TX,
and Mayor Victor Ashe of Knoxville, TN, as
members of the Advisory Commission on
Intergovernmental Relations.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Frank Pearl, Ronald Perelman, Jay
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Stein, and Thomas Wheeler to the Board of
Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts.

December 20
The President announced his intention to

appoint Noel Hankin to the President’s
Board on Historically Black Colleges and
Universities.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Richard K. Fox and Ellen Hume to
the Commission on Protecting and Reducing
Government Secrecy.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Gilbert Carrillo to the Federal Serv-
ice Impasses Panel.

December 22
In the afternoon, the President hosted a

Christmas celebration for children in the
State Dining Room.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ray L. Caldwell for the rank of
Ambassador during his tenure of service as
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
Burdensharing.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bismarck Myrick as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Kingdom of
Lesotho.

December 23
The President appointed John C.

Truesdale to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board. Mr. Truesdale will
serve as a recess appointee and will tempo-
rarily fill the vacancy in the seat previously
held by Dennis M. Devaney, whose term ex-
pired December 16, 1994. Mr. Truesdale’s
term will expire upon the confirmation of a
successor.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine die
on Thursday, December 1, no nominations were
submitted during the period covered by this issue.

The first session of the 104th Congress will con-
vene on January 4, 1995.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 17

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers announcing the Defense Department
statement on the helicopter downed in North
Korea

Released December 20

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on the President’s presentation of
medals for service in Operation Uphold De-
mocracy

Released December 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Assistant
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Andrew Cuomo and Deputy Secretary
of Agriculture Bob Nash on empowerment
zones and enterprise communities

Released December 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Myers

Released December 23

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers on Libya

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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