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could cut the bureaucratic paperwork and
hassle for the colleges by more than half. And
we discovered, miracle of miracles, if we
didn’t have to pay a middleman and we start-
ed collecting on these student loans, we
could actually lower the cost to the taxpayers.

It almost doesn’t make sense: lower costs
to students, lower costs to taxpayers. But this
plan has already saved in the budget about
$5 billion, and if we can send it to all colleges
and universities in the country, it can lower
the deficit by $12 billion and lower the cost
of loans to every student in America with a
student loan. That’s one of the most impor-
tant things we have done, and we need to
do it.

Now, here’s the political problem that you
need to be a part of. We’re having a big de-
bate up there: Everybody wants to cut the
size of Government, everybody wants to re-
duce the deficit, and everybody has got a dif-
ferent idea for a tax cut. But some people
in the new Congress believe that one of the
ways they can reduce the deficit is by increas-
ing the cost of student loans to people who
don’t have to pay interest on the loan while
they’re in school now. You know about the
loan subsidy; a lot of you are probably eligible
for that. That will add 20 percent to the cost
of student loans.

I’m against it. That is not the way to cut
the budget. That is not the way to pay for
a tax cut, to increase the cost of going to
college to people. We need more people
going to college at lower costs, not fewer peo-
ple going to college at higher costs. And I
hope you will support that.

The other idea—this is unbelievable to
me—is we got this program working to lower
the deficit, lower the cost of student loans,
and there are some people in the Congress
who want to limit the number of students
in this country who can get these direct loans
to 40 percent of the colleges in America.
Why? Because the people that are in the
middle who get the money don’t like losing
it. I mean, it’s not a bad deal: I loan you
money; you don’t pay me back; I get a check
from the Government. But it didn’t work
very well.

Secretary Riley, since he’s been there as
Secretary of Education, has cut the cost to
the taxpayers of college loan defaults from

$2.8 billion a year to $1 billion a year. We’re
collecting the loans. We’re doing it right, and
we ought to keep going.

So what I want to ask you to do is, without
regard to your party, and maybe—especially
if you have never voted before—I want to
tell you something: You’ve got a big stake
in this debate that’s going on in Washington.
And it is a good and healthy debate in some
ways. We do need a less bureaucratic, more
creative, more entrepreneurial, more flexible
Government in Washington as we move into
the 21st century. We do need more respon-
sibility put down to the State and local levels.
What’s the best institution you know? The
community college. Nobody from Washing-
ton is telling you what programs to have,
what to do, who to sign up for—nobody.
You’re doing this. It’s a community-created
institution. We do need to change the nature
of the Federal Government. We do have to
keep cutting Federal spending.

But the key to our future is whether we
educate everybody so we don’t need to cut
investment in education, and we do need to
do things, I will say again, that enhance secu-
rity, empower people to make the most of
their own lives, and expand opportunity. That
is education, education, education. We
should not turn back on it.

Thank you very much. God bless you. We
need your help. Please support it. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
Snyder Gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
to Dr. Don Singer, president, San Bernardino Val-
ley College; Mayor Tom Minor of San Bernardino;
and Stuart Bundy, chancellor, San Bernardino
Community College District.

Interview With Dick Enberg of NBC
Sports in Palm Springs, California
February 15, 1995

Mr. Enberg. Well, a historic foursome.
How do you put this group together to play
a game of golf?

Bob Hope. Well, it’s damned lucky, I
think, you know. Because I called President
Clinton and asked him, and he finally said,
‘‘Yes, I’d like to do that.’’ Then I got Presi-
dent Ford, President Bush, and we got—and
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me. Three Presidents and a hacker. [Laugh-
ter]

Mr. Enberg. Mr. Clinton, your ambitions
as a golfer—have you set any goals?

President Clinton. I’m just trying to get
my handicap in single digits. That’s my goal.
It seems unlikely in my present position. But
I love to play, and I was gratified when Bob
called me the other day. He said that he liked
my State of the Union Address, but I could
speak a lot better if I come out here and
played in his tournament. It would put me
in a better frame of mind.

Mr. Enberg. You’re without your 35-year-
old putter. I hope the rumors aren’t true that
Mr. Ford confiscated that. [Laughter]

President Gerald R. Ford. Well, Dick,
I’ve played here 17 years with Bob, and it’s
always a great, great thrill. He’s kind of a
scoundrel, but he’s fun to play with, and it’s
a great cause.

Mr. Enberg. And your thoughts, Mr.
Bush?

President George Bush. Just to try to get
it in the air. [Laughter]

President Clinton. We’re going to try to
stay out of—we’re going to avoid out of
bounds, he and I are. We’re not going to
go too far right or too far left. We’re going
to play political golf today. [Laughter]

Mr. Enberg. Have you been in this close
an association in recent terms, or have you
played before?

President Clinton. We’ve never played
golf together before, but President Bush has
been good enough to support a lot of things
we’ve done together on trade and issues, for
example, things he started that I tried to fin-
ish. So we’ve been together on several occa-
sions.

Mr. Enberg. Any interesting wagers as
you go around today?

President Bush. I don’t know. We haven’t
gotten to that.

President Clinton. We’re on the same
side. We want somebody to bet with us and
these other foursomes.

Mr. Enberg. Well, how about that on this
side?

President Ford. Well, Bob and I will take
the young fellows on. [Laughter]

Mr. Hope. Yes, sir.

Mr. Enberg. Well, Mr. Hope, this event
becomes bigger and better every year. It’s
a great testimony to your love for——

Mr. Hope. Well, I’ll tell you, we’ve drawn
a crowd here today. I don’t remember seeing
anything like this. It’s a beautiful thing to
have happen for golf, you know, because you
can’t do any better.

President Clinton. Absolutely.
Mr. Enberg. Isn’t it interesting that in

these complicated times, this sport brings
this unusual group together?

President Clinton. One of the nicest
things about golf is that it’s really becoming
a sport for every man and woman in America.
All kinds of people, all these new courses
coming up, public courses, people able to
play who never could have played 10, 20
years ago. And that’s very rewarding, because
it’s a sport that you can play throughout your
life and at all different skill levels. It’s really
a perfect sport for our people.

Mr. Enberg. Well, you gentlemen are
used to high pressure. I can’t think of any-
thing in sports that has more anxiety and
pressure than that first hit. [Laughter]

President Clinton. We are nervous as
cats. We were just talking about it. We’re
just as nervous as we can be. [Laughter]

President Ford. Dick, I would advise peo-
ple they should stay behind us. [Laughter]

Mr. Enberg. Gentlemen, thank you very
much, President Bush, President Clinton.

President Clinton. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 9:56 a.m. for
later broadcast at the Indian Wells Country Club
where the President participated in the Bob Hope
Chrysler Classic golf tournament. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Proclamation 6770—National Poison
Prevention Week, 1995
February 15, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Children are the future of our country, and

protecting them is America’s most sacred re-
sponsibility. All of us—government leaders,
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