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serve it. If we do those things, we will be
doing what we should do to give the next
generations of Americans the American
dream that brought us all here tonight.

I think it is a very exciting time to be here.
I enjoy it. I enjoy working with the new Con-
gress, and I don’t mind the disagreements
with the new Congress. But the most impor-
tant thing is, this is not a game, and it is
not a dress rehearsal. We are taking the
American people into the next century, and
we owe it to them to do it in a way that
gives countless generations that come behind
us the chance to be in rooms like this for
generations from now and to do whatever
they want to live up to their God-given abil-
ity.

Thank you very much. Thank you. Ed, tell
them to go serve dinner, and I’ll go shake
hands. [Laughter] Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. at the
Park Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Edgar S. Woolard, Jr., chief executive officer, E.I.
du Pont de Nemores & Co.; Robert E. Allen,
chairman and chief executive officer, AT&T
Corp.; John L. Clendenin, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer, BellSouth Corp.; and Robert C.
Winters, chairman emeritus, Prudential Insur-
ance.

Remarks on Arrival in Ottawa,
Canada
February 23, 1995

Governor General and Mrs. LeBlanc,
Chief of Protocol Lederman, Ambassador
and Mrs. Blanchard, Ambassador and Mrs.
Chrétien, ladies and gentlemen: Je salut nos
voisins, nos alliés, nos amis. I salute our
neighbors, our allies, our friends.

I must say that on this beautiful day I can’t
help recalling the wonderful visit that Vice
President and Mrs. Gore enjoyed here last
July. I thank you for the hospitality you
showed them. And I also want to tell you
what I told the Vice President, Governor
General: The next time, I get July and he
gets February.

I come to Ottawa to celebrate the vital
friendship and the partnership between Can-
ada and the United States and the work to
make it even stronger. Our relationship is

centered on a shared continent, shared val-
ues, shared aspirations, and real respect for
our differences. Its very success makes it easy
to take for granted, but we must never take
it for granted.

In a world in which too many nations still
choose conflict over cooperation and erect
barriers instead of bridges, our partnership
has been and must ever be a model for others
and the foundation on which to build a com-
mon future.

Over the years, our alliance has been en-
riched by strong leadership from Canada,
and I have come to appreciate that firsthand.
Prime Minister Chrétien possesses an ex-
traordinary breadth of experience in govern-
ment and a passion for this great nation from
Halifax to Vancouver. He has forcefully ad-
vanced Canada’s interests. Fair in settling our
differences, he has been a true friend in
working with me on the dozens of concerns
our countries share.

Our nations have forged the most com-
prehensive ties of any two nations on Earth.
They bind not only our Governments but also
our economies, our cultures, and our people.
From NORAD to NAFTA, Canadians and
Americans have seized opportunities to pro-
vide for our common security and prosperity.
We’ve tackled tough problems from acid rain
and water pollution to differences over beer
and grain in the spirit of friendship and in
pragmatism.

We’ve grown so close that some Americans
find it uncomfortable that your Blue Jays
have won the last two World Series. We hope
and we believe they will not be the last World
Series, and we were grateful for a little equal
time when our Rangers got bragging rights
to the Stanley Cup.

This week we’ll focus on commerce be-
tween our countries, which last year exceed-
ed $270 billion. It is the largest bilateral trad-
ing relationship in the world. It supports mil-
lions of good jobs, and thanks to NAFTA,
it’s growing by more than 10 percent every
year. It sends a powerful message around the
world that open markets can be the key to
greater prosperity. Now, to take greater ad-
vantage of the opportunities free trade offers
our people, we’ll sign a new aviation agree-
ment that makes it easier for passengers and
cargo to travel between our countries.
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The work we’re doing to better the lives
of people within our borders will also benefit
from our leadership beyond our borders.
From making peace in the Middle East to
restoring democracy and keeping the peace
in Haiti, we are working together to spread
freedom and tolerance and civility. From ex-
panding NATO to revitalizing the G–7,
which Canada will host in Halifax this June,
we are preparing the world’s major organiza-
tions to meet the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury.

At a time when some tell us to retreat from
our problems abroad rather than to reach out
to make the world more peaceful and more
prosperous, Canada’s strong internationalist
tradition is an inspiration to those of us in
America and to countries around the world.

Addressing your Parliament 50 years ago,
President Truman declared that the success
of the U.S.-Canadian relationship was due to,
and I quote, ‘‘one part proximity, and nine
parts good will and common sense.’’ Good
will and common sense remain the founda-
tion of our friendship. This week we will go
forward to strengthen it, a friendship in
which all of us take real and just pride, and
from which all of us draw strength, and for
which all of us, Canadians and Americans,
should be very, very grateful.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in Hang-
ar 11 at McDonald-Cartier International Airport.
In his remarks, he referred to Governor General
Romeo LeBlanc of Canada, and his wife, Diana
Fowler-LeBlanc; Canadian Chief of Protocol
Lawrence Lederman; U.S. Ambassador to Canada
James J. Blanchard, and his wife, Janet; Canadian
Ambassador to the United States Raymond
Chrétien, and his wife, Kay; and Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien of Canada.

Remarks at a Luncheon in Ottawa
February 23, 1995

Governor General LeBlanc, Mrs. LeBlanc,
Prime Minister and Mrs. Chrétien, ladies and
gentlemen: Hillary and I are honored to be
your first official guests, humbled to be re-
minded of the results of the last two World
Series—[laughter]—grateful to be reminded
of the results of the last Stanley Cup. [Laugh-
ter]

I have to say for the benefit of the Amer-
ican press corps traveling with us and espe-
cially for my often beleaguered Press Sec-
retary, Mr. McCurry, who’s over there, the
Governor General, I learned in preparation
for this trip, in a former life was the Press
Secretary to two previous Canadian Prime
Ministers. So there is life after the labors,
Mr. McCurry. [Laughter]

It’s a great pleasure for me to be here in
this beautiful Rideau Hall to celebrate the
friendship of our two nations. It is fitting that
not far from here two rivers come together
to form the powerful Rideau Falls, much like
the strength of our two nations increase as
we join together. Shared history, shared bor-
ders—they are the foundation of our unique
and intensely productive relationship, an alli-
ance the likes of which the world has really
never seen before.

From the Canadians who helped slaves to
freedom on the Underground Railroad, to
the battalions who fought side by side on the
beaches of Normandy, to the United States
astronaut who used a Canadian-made robotic
arm on the space shuttle 2 weeks ago, Ameri-
cans are grateful to our neighbors for helping
us along the way.

When President Kennedy visited Ottawa
here over 30 years ago, he said, ‘‘Geography
has made us neighbors. History has made us
friends. Economics has made us partners.
And necessity has made us allies. Those
whom nature has so joined together let no
man put asunder.’’ So President Kennedy
proclaimed our wedding vows—[laughter]—
and I am here to tell you we should reaffirm
them. The bond that the President described
so well must continue to deepen. Together
we have pushed open the doors of commerce
and trade. We have found common ground
to preserve the beauty and the natural re-
sources of our lands. We have walked as one
in our efforts to make the world beyond
North America more secure and more free.

I thank you for your support of our com-
mon endeavors in Haiti. I admire you for
your faithfulness in seeking peace in the
former Yugoslavia. And I thank you most re-
cently for your support in the action we have
taken to try to stabilize the situation in Mex-
ico, our partner and friend.
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